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ADVERTISEMENT. 



5Rme'* Teleseope, after a reign rf sixteen 
yeara, enters upon its seventeenth with confi- 
dent hc^s of deserving and obtaining a con- 
tinuance of the favours it has so long received. 
The utility of such a work it would be needless 
to expatiate upon> after the reception it has 
met with from the public, and the encomiums 
passed upon it by men of science, critics, and 
the public press in general. 

It has been the sedulous endeavour of the 
Editor to vary as much as possible the contents 
of this from all former volumes, and he believes 
that scarce a single passage will be found that 
has appeared in any previous page of the 
Telescope* 



In the Poetical Department appear many of 
the most talented writers of the day ; and several 
of no mean abilities^ whose names have not 
hitherto graced this Work. 

Our Astronomical Friends, we feel assured^ 
will derive much gratification, as well as in- 
formation, from the portion of the volume de- 
voted to that science, the whole of which has 
been famished by Mr. J. T. Barker, whose 
able papers on '' Celestial Phenomena," in the 
Literary Gazette, have obtained universal i^- 
probation. 

Thenumerouswood-cuts interspersed through- 
out, while they add to the pleasing appearance 
of the volume, contribute also to its value by 
recording some scenes of interest to the lovers 
of literature and science* 



TIME'8 TELESCOPE 



FOR 



1830. 



A FEW WORDS ON TIME. 

Time destroyed 
Is suicide, where mere than hlood is spilt. 
We waste, not use onr time ! we breathe, not lire ! 
Time wasted is existence, used is life ; 
As with money, part with time sparingly, 
Pay no moment but in purchase of its worth ; 
And what if s wo#th ask death beds,— -they can tell. 

Young. 

A few words on time may not be an inappropriate 
commencement to our volume. A year well begun^ 
generally ends wdl, and our readers, by observ- 
ing this rule, and acting up to it, may find our 
axiom a true one ; at any rate they can be no losers 
by the trial. Theophrastus says, *^ Nothing is more 
precious than time, and those who mispend it are 
the greatest of all prodigals/' " Whatever,*' ob- 
serves Dr. Johnson, ** we see on every side, reminds 
us of the lapse of time, and the flux of life ; the day 
and night succeed each other; the sun also rises, 
attains the meridian, declines, and sets, and the 
moon every night changes its form : the day has 
been considered as an image of the year, and a year 
as a representation of life ; the morning answers to 
the spring, and the spring to childhood and youth ; 
the noon corresponds to the summer, and the sum- 
mer to tbe strength of manhood ; the evening is an 

B 



2 time's telescope. 

emblem of autumn, and autumn of declining life ; 
the night shows the winter, tod the winter the end 
of life : thus time goes on, and so does our life, and 
yet so little do we consider the effects of time, that 
we are continually surprised at the alterations it 
makes. 

** Let us also reflect upon the shortness of our 
life ; when we have deducted all time absorbed in 
sleep, appropriated to tlte calls of nature, spent in 
dress and visiting, torn from us by disease^ or lost 
in weakness and languor, we shall soon find, ihat 
part of our duration very small in which we e^oy 
health and ace actively employed : of these very-few 
years we should be so frugal as to let no mono^tit 
slip without being well employed in devotion, n^ees^ 
sary business, or the improvement of the mind.^ 

" He that hopes hereafter to look back with satis- 
faction upon past years, must learn to know^the 
present value of single minutes^ for this purf^ose 
he must be determined to guard against those who 
would make him as idle as tb«mselve& : life is con- 
tinually ravaged by invaders ; one steals from w an 
hour, and another a day ; oiie oonceak the robl^ery 
by hurrying us into unnecessary business, anodlier . 
by lulling us into foolish amusements, and iAe 
depredation is continued till some, having lost > all 
their time, they have bo more to lose* The sliciry.- 
of Melancthon afford^ a diriking lecture im ^lUiet' 
yalae of time; which was, that whenever any ^^^^^. 
pointment was made with hiin> he expected that r ' 
only the hour but the minute might be fixed, :f 
so he might not lose the smallest portion of tit 

^* An Italian philosopher expressed in his isj^jj^p, 
^' that time was his treasure ;" an estate, ind^e^ '^ 
which will produce nothing without cultiva|;k>n., 
but will always abundantly repay the labors of ioh 
dustry. If no part of it be suffered to lay wast^ by 
negligence, or laid out for show rather than use*'" 
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The pious and leamed Dr. Blair observes^ ''Time 
is a sacred trust coannitted to us by Go<l» of which 
we must gire an account bereafi^. Part of it is 
intended for the concerns ol this worlds and part of 
it for the next; if we delay till to-morrow what 
ought to be done to-day, we overcharge the morrow 
with a burden which does not belonsf to it. 

'* The best way to improve time is to do every 
thing' in order. He who everv morning olans the 
transactions of the day, and follows out tnat plan, 
carries on a thread which will guide him through 
the labyrinth of the most busy life ; but where no 
plan is laid, all things lie huddled together in one 
chaos^ which admits neither of distribution nor re- 
view. The bulk of men profess highly to value time 
as the measure of their continuance on earth, and 
yet, with respect to separate parcels, they squander 
it away. But he who is orderly in the distribution 
of his time, may be justly said to redeem it, and in 
one short space to prolong it, as he lives much in a 
short space.'^ 

Pursuing these reflections further, we may quote 
the following from the Rev. Mr. Hewlet^s Ser* 
mons : — '' Avoid idleness as the bane of happiness, 
and the great corrupter of the soul. Cultivate in« 
(lustry, and diligently improve the small portion of 
time allotted to human life, from almost every mo- 
tive that can interest and engage the heart of man ; 
from a regard to cheerfulness and health ; — from 
the natural desire of knowledge, the love c^ excel- 
lence, and the enviable distinction of power ; from 
the benevolent vrish to communicate happiness and 
relieve misery ; and lastly, from an earnest desire of 
fulfilling the measure of duty required of us by the 
Almighty Father^ and of f so passing through things 
temporal^ that we finally lose not the things 
etemaU* '' . , 
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WHAT IS TIMET 

I asked aan ag^ed man, a msa of cares, 

Wrinkled; and xmried, and white with hoary hairs, 

" Time is the warp of life," he said, " Oh, tell 

The young, the fair, the gay, to weave it well !" 

I asked the ancient, yenerable dead, 

Sages who wrote, and warriors who bled ; 

From the cold . grave a hollow murmur flowed,—- 

*^ Time sowed the seed we reap in this abode !'' . 

I asked a dying sinner, ere the tide 

Of life had left his veins : — " Time !" he replied ; 

" Fve lost it ! Ah, the treasure !" and he died. 

I asked the golden sun, and silver spheres, 

Those bright chronometers of days and years: 

They answered, " Time is but a meteor glare !" 

And bade us for eternity prepare. 

I asked the Seasons, in their annual round, 

Which beautify, or desolate the ground ; 

And they replied (no oracle more wise,) 

" 'Tis Folly's blank, and Wisdom's highest prize I" 

I asked a spirit lost ; but oh, the shriek 

That pierced my soul ! I shudder while I speak ; 

It cried,/' A particle, a speck, a mite 

Of endless years, duration infinite !"— ^ 

Of things inanimate, my ditil, I 

Consulted, and it made me this reply :— - 

'^ Time is the season fair of living well 

The path of glory, or the path of hell." 

I asked my Bible ; and methinks it said, 

** Time is the present hour-^ihe past is fled ; 

Live ! live to day ! to-morrow never yet 

On any human being rose or set." 

I asked old Father Time himself, at last. 

But in a moment he flew swiftly past : 

His chariot was a cloud, the viewless wind 

His noiseless steeds, which left no trace behind. 

I asked the mighty angel, who shall stand, 

One foot on sea, and one on solid land ; 

" By heavens," he cried, " I swear the mystery's o'er : 

Time wa#," he said, " but Time shall be no more t" 

Mdrsden, 

In reply to the question— ^Piia/ w Timef Dn 
Young says :— « Time is the stuff that life is made 
oH'* And the Rev. Mr. CoHon says : — « Time is 
the most indefinable yet paradoxical of things : the 
past is gone» the Attur^ is not come^ and the 
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present becomes the past, even while we attempt 
to define it, and, like a flash of lightning, at once 
exists, and then expires. Time is the measure oi 
all things, but is itself immeasurable, and the great 
diseloaer of all things, but is itself undisclosed. 
Like space, it is incomprehensible, because it has 
no limit, and it would be still more so if it had. It 
is more obscure in its source than the Nile, and in 
its termination than the Niger ; and advances like 
the slowest tide, but retreats like the swifltest cur- 
rent. It gives wings to pleasure, but feet of lead to 
pain ; and Imids expectation a ^rb, but enjoyment 
a spur. It robs beauty of her d^ms, to bestow 
them on her picture, and builds a monument to 
merit, but denies it a house ; it is the transient and 
deceltM flatterer ci fakebood, but the tried and 
find M^mI to trath. Time is the most subtle yet 
the UEioal insatiable of depredators, and by appear^ 
ing to take nothing is permitted to take all $ nor 
can it be satisfied, until it has stolen tlie workl firom 
us, ao^ us flrom tiie worlds It constantly flies, yet 
overcomes all things by flight; and although it is 
the present ally^ it will be the future conqueror, of 
death. Time, tiie cradle of hope, but the grave of 
ambition, i» the stern corrector of feols^ but the 
salutary counsellor of the wise, bringing all they 
dread to the one, and all they desire to the other; 
but, like Casswdra, it warns us with a voice that 
even sages dis<^edit too long, and the silliest believe 
too late. Wisdom walks before it, opportunity with 
it, and repentance behind it : he that has made it 
his fiiend will have little to fear from his enemies, 
but he that has madeit his enemy will have little to 
hope from bis friends.^' 

2#eno say« s-^'^ Man seems to be deficient in no-» 

thkig more than a right improvement of time ;" 

and eertainly, if people Wi>uld pay a little more 

attetttioti to the rigkt «se of so valuable a com- 
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modify as timeyit would* much lessen the sum of 
human misery and' want. ** If a person we*c to 
throw a purse of inoaey, or a single guinea, into a 
river, he would be looked upon as foblirii, and if he 
were thus to continue to throw away hh prafiietty, 
he would be justly thought a niadinsm; buit a 
man that throws away his time, his health, his peaoev 
and his soul, acts a part much more absurd and 
hurtful/'— (Tbpfarfy'^ »^orfe.) 

When Lord Nelson was leaving London, on bis 
last but glorious expedition against tlie aiemy^ a 
quantity of cabin ftirniture was ordered to be, sent 
on board his ship. He had a farewell dinner party 
at his house; and his upholsterer having waited 
upon his lordship with. an. account of the comple- 
tion of the goods, was brought into the dining 
room, in a comer of which his lordship spoke with 
him. The upholsterer stated to hid noble empfc»yer, 
that every thing was furnished and packed, and 
would go in the waggon from an inn at six o'clock. 
" And you go to the inn, Mr. A., and see.them off.*' 
^'.Lshall, iiiy lord, I shall be there punctually at 
six.'^ " A quarter be/ore sis^, Mr. A.,'* returned 
Lord Nelson, " be there a quarter before six; to 
that quarter of an hour I owe every thing in life.'* 

The great French chancellor d'Aguesseau, em- 
ployed all his time. Observing that Madame. 
d'Aguesseau always delayed ten or twelve minutes 
before she came > down to dinner, he composed a 
work entirely in this time, in order not to iosei an 
instant; the result was, at the end of fifteen years, 
a book in three large volumes quarto, which went 
through several editions^ - 

Dr. Doddridge, in his Family Expositor, has this 
note : — ^** I will here record an observation, which I 
have found of great use, and to which I.mfiy sQLy 
that the production of this wprk, and most of my 
other, writings,. is owing,T-th9t the differeqe^ of. 
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rmng at fire and at seven in the morning^ for the 
space of forty years (supposing a man to go to bed 
at the same hour,) is equivalent to the addition of 
ten yeaiB in a man^s life/' 

Difttysius/ the Sicilian, employed bis time so well, 
tba% being asked by one .who wanted to speak with 
bira, if be were at leisure, answered, "Heaven 
forbid that 1 should have any leisure time.'' 

There is a dial in the Temple with an inscription 
that quaintly telk the reader not to waste his time : 
The words are — " Begone about your business." 

With these anecdotes we shall close our " Few 
words on Time.*' If we have only awakened reflec- 
tion in the minds of some of our readers, we have 
not laboured in vain, for when the mind is brought 
to reflect, it must improve ; and, as Jeremy Taylor 
says, '^ In every action reflect upon the end ; and 
in your undertaking it, consider why you do it/' 
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This word is derived from the Latin Januarius 
a name given to tlie month by the Romans, from 
Janus, one of their divinities, to whom they attri- 
buted two fiices ; because on tlie one side^ the first 
of January looked towards the new year, and on the 
other towards the old one. The word JoiUiarius 
may also be derived from Janua gate, in regard to 
the mouth being the first, which is, as^it were, the 
gate of the year. It was introduced into the year 
by Numa Pompilin8,—RoronlU8*s year beginning" in 
the month of March. The Christians heretofore 
fasted on the first day <rf January, by way of oppo- 
sition to the superstition of the tieathens, who, in 
honor of Janus, observed the day with feastings, 
dancings, masquerades, &e. Some are of opinion 
that Janus represented the sun, and say that he is 
double-faced, because he opens the day when he 
rises, and shuts it when he sets. 1(le is supposed to 
have been the first who invented crowns, shigs, and 
barges, and who coined money of brass* He is 
represented with m staff of white thorn in one hand, 
and a key in the other ; and is the most ancient of 
the gods. 

L— oiftctmctstoH.'^NBW tjbaa's bat. 

This day oommemorates the circumcision of our 
Saviour on the eighth day after his nativity. It is 
a ceremony in the Jewish religion first annexed by 
God as a seal to the covenant which be made to 
Abraham and his posterity, in the year of the world 
2107. 
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STANaiAS ON THE NEW YEAR. 

I stood between the meetiiig years 

The coBtmg aad the past, 
And I askM of the futare one,-— 

** Wilt thou be Kke the last ?" 

The same in msuiy a sleepless night. 

In many an anxious day ? 
Tbank heaVen ! I have no prophet eye 
• To look upon thy way ! 

iPor Sorrow like a phantom sits 

Upon the last year's close. 
How nrach of grief, how mneh of ill, 

In its dark breast repose 1 

Shadows of faded hope flit by, 

And ghosts of pleasures fled : 
How have they changed from what they were, 

Cold, colourless, and dead. 

I think on many a wasted hour, 

And sicken o'er the void ; 
And many darker are behind, 

On worse than nought employed. 

Oh vanity^! alas, my heart ! 

How widely hast thou stray'd, 
And misused every golden gift, 

For better purpose made ! 

I think on many a once-lov'd friend. 

As nothing to me now ; 
And what can mark the lapse of time, 

As does an altered brow ? 

Perhaps 'twas but a careless word 

That sever'd friendship's chain ; 
And angry pride stands by each gap 

Lest they unite again. 

Les^ssd, alb^t more terrible, 

To think upon the dead, 
Who, quiet in the lonely grave. 

Lay down their weary head. 

For faith, and hope, and peace, and trust. 

Are with their happier lot : 
Thongh broken is their bond of love, 

At least we broke it not 
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Thus thinking of the meeting years. 

The coming and the past, 
I needs must ask the fdtnre one,— 

<< Wilt thou be like the lastf 

There came a sounds bvt not of flpeeofa. 

That to my thought replied,-** 
*' Misery is the maniage-gSft 

That waits a mortal bride : 

" Bat lift thine hopes from this base earth, 

This waste of worldly care. 
And wed th^ futh to joa bright sky. 

For happiness dwells there 1'^ 

L. E. L. 

On this day presents are very commonly sent to 
fciends and acquaintances, the custom of which was 
probably adopted from 1^ Saturnalia^ which were 
fe^ts instituted in honor of Saturn, and kept at 
Rome on December 17th9 or the sixteen calends of 
January. They continued about a week, during* 
which there were frequent and luxurious feastings 
amongst friends, and presents were sent mutually, 
fiut as the heathens imagined the sendipg presents 
at this season was unlucky, and an omen of the suc- 
cess of the following year; and as some Christians 
appear to have entertained the same notion, several 
holy men, and some general councils, forbade any 
such custom, because the observance of it out of 
any such design or view, was superstititious and 
sinful. The practice itself, however, is innocent, if 
not praiseworthy. For as Brand, in his Popular 
AntiquitieSy says : — " If I send a new vear's gift to 
my friend, it shall be a token of my mendship ; if 
to my benefactor, a token of my gratitude ; if to the 
poor, which at this season must never be forgotten, 
it shall be to make their hearts sing for joy, and give 
-praise and adoration to the Giver of all good gifts.'' 

Dr. Drake says : — •* New year's gifts were given 
and received, with the mutual expression of good 
wishes, and particularly that of a happy new year. 
The compliment was sometimes paid at each other's 
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doors, in th^ form of a song ; but more generally, 
especially in the north of England and in Scotland, 
the bouse was entered very early in the morning, 
by some young jnen and maidens selected for the 
purpose^ who presented the spiced bowl, and hailed 
you with the gratulations of the seasons." 

Wassailing, or going about with a bowl of spiced 
ale, is an ancient custom still kept up in some parts, 
of the country. The bowl contained a mixture of 
ale, nutmeg, ragar, toast, and roasted apples, and 
was carried from house to house on new year's eve, 
by a party of either men or women, who danced and 
sang for either meat, drink, or money. This prac* 
tice, however, is now almost obsolete. In Ritson's 
Ancient Songs is the following Carrol f&r a fFassel- 
Bowl, which presents a good picture of the custom. 

A ioilj WafMUBowl, 

A Wassel of good ale 
Well fare the butler's soul, 

That setteth this to sale ; 
Our jolly Wassel. 

Good DamA, bete at your door 

Our Wassel we begin. 
We are all maidens poor, 

We pray now let we in, 

With our Wassef. 

Our Wassel we do fiU 

With apples and with spice, 
Then grant as your good will 

To taste here once or twice 

Of oar good Wassel. 

If any maidens be 

Here dwelling in this house, 
They kiocUy witt agree 
To take a full cafouse 

Of oai WasseL 

Bat here tiiey let us stand 

AH freezing in the cold ; 
tilood master, gire command, 

Te e«Nr and be held, 

WitihourWasaeL 
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Much joy into tbis hall 

With us is entered in, 
Our master first of all 

We hope will now begin, 
OfonrWasseL 

And after his good wife 

Our spiced bowl will try. 
The Lord prolong your li&y 

Good fortune we espy 

For our WasseL 

Some bounty from your hands. 

Our Wassel to maintain ; 
WeMl buy no house nor lands 

With that which we do gain 
With our Wassel. 

This is our merry night 

Of choosing king and queen, 
Then be it your delight^ 

That something may be seen 
In our Wassel. 

It is a noble part 

To bear a liberal mind 
God bless our master's heart ! 

For here we comfort find 
With our Wassel. 

And now we must begone 
To seek out more good cheer ; 

Where bounty will 1^ shown 
As we have found it here. 
With our WasseL 

Much joy betide them all. 

Our prayers shall be still ; 
We hope, and ever shall, 

For this your great good will 
To our Wassel.. 

The origin of the Wassel-Bowl is thus given in 
The Antiquarian Repertory : — *^ This annual cus- 
tom," says Geoffrey of Monmouth, had its rise from 
Rouix, or Rowen, or as some will have it, Rowena, 
daughter of the Saxon Hengist; she, at the com- 
mand of her father, who had invited the British 
kmg, Vortigem, to a banquet^ came in tlie presence 
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with a bowl of wine, and welcomed him in these 
words, ' Louerd King, wass-heile ;' he in return, by 
the help of an interpreter, answered, * Drinc heile !' *' 
Leigh Hunt, speaking of new year's day, says : — 
" Every day, from Christmas Eve to Twelfth Day, 
and often till Candlemas, was, more or less, a repe- 
tition of the same enjoyments. At court, and in the 
houses of the principal noblemen, a temporary 
merry oflScer was created, who was jocosely called 
the Lord of Misrule, and whose business it was to 
invent and manage the entertainments, and see that 
they were in proper spirit. In these upper circles, 
the inmates and visitors all repaired of a morning 
into the great hall to breakfast ; various sports and 
gambols took place among high and low, between 
that meal and dinner : the dinner was in the high- 
est style of hospitality, with music and other house- 
hold pomps; and so was the supper, before and 
after which there were revels, dances, or masks, 
interspersed with singing — almost every decent per- 
son in those days being something of a singer, and 
able to take his part in a catch or glee." 

In the year 1589, on new year's day. Sir Francis 
Drake presented Queen Elizabeth with a fan made 
of white and red feathers, with a gold handle, ena- 
melled with a half-moon of niother-o'-pearl ; within 
that half-moon, anotlier garnished with sparks of 
diamonds, and a few seed pearls on one side, having 
her majesty's picture within it ; and on the other 
side was a device with a crown over it. 

The following Animated Sketch of Sports on 
New Yearns Day in the New fForldj will be found 
a pleasing contrast to the revels of our own quarter 
of the world at this season of the year. It is from 
the pen of Mr. J. K. Paulding, one of the most amus- 
ing of Amarican writers. 

*' Winter, with silver locks and sparkling icicles, 
now gradually approached, under cover of his north- 
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west winds, his pelting storms, cold frosty momkigiB^ 
and bitter freezing nights. And here we will lake 
occasion to express our obligations to tbe popular 
author of the ^ Pioneers/ for the pleasure we have 
derived from his happy delineations of the progress 
of our seasons, and the successive changes which 
mark their course. All that remember their 3;iouth- 
ful days in the country, and look back with tender 
melancholy enjoyment upon their slippery gambols 
on the ice, their Christmas pies, and nut-craokings^ 
by the cheerful fireside, will read his pages willi a 
gratified spirit, and thank him heartily for having* 
refreshed their memory with the half-^aced recol- 
lections of scenes and manners, labors and delists, 
which, in the progress of Time, and the changes 
which every where mark his course, will, in some 
fiiture age, perhaps, live only in the touctes of his 
pen. If, in the course of our history, we should 
chance to dwell upon scenes somewhat similar to 
those he describes, or to mark the varying tints of 
our seasons with a sameness of coloring, let us not 
be stigmatized with borrowmg from him, since it is 
next to impossible to be true to nature, without 
seeming to have his sketches^in our eye. 

** The holydays, — those wintry blessings, which 
cheer the heart of young and o4d, and give to the 
gloomy depths of winter the life and spirit of laugh- 
ing jolly spring, were now near at hand. The 
choppiug-knife gave token of goodly minced pies, 
and the bustle of the kitchen afforded shrewd indi- 
cations of what was coming by and by. The cele- 
bration of tb^ new year, it is well known, came 
originally from the northern nations of Europe, who 
still keep up many of the practices, amusements, and 
enjoyments, known to their ancestors. The Heer 
Piper valued himself upon being a genuine north^n 
.man, and, consequently, held the winter holydays in 
special favor and affection* In addition to this 
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hereditary attachment to ancient customs, it was 
lewdly suspected, that his zeal in celebrating these 
good old sports was not a little quickened, in con* 
sequenoe of his mortal antagonist, William Penn, 
haviBg hinted, in the course of their controversy^ 
that the practice of keeping holydays savoured not 
only of popery, but paganism. 

*^ Before the Heer consented to sanction the pro- 
jects of Dominie Kanttwelt for abolishing sports and 
ballads, he stipulated for full liberty, on the part of 
himself and his people of Elsingburgh, to eat, drink^ 
sing, and frolic, as much as they liked, during the 
winter holydays* In fact, the Dominie made no 
particular opposition to this suspension of his blue- 
lawsy being somewhat addicted to good eating and 
drinking^ whenever the occasion justified ; that is to 
say, whenever such accidents came in his way. 

'^It had long been the custom with Governor 
Piper to usher in the new year with a grand supper, 
to which the Dominie, the members of the council, 
and certain of the most respectable burghers, were 
always bidden. This year, he determined to see the 
old year out^ and the new one in, as the phrase was, 
having just heard of t great victory gained by the 
bidwark of the protestant religion, the immortal 
Gostavns Adolpbus; which, though it happened 
nearly four years before, had only now reached the 
village of Elsingburgh. Accordingly, the Snow- 
ball Bombie was set to work in the cooking of a 
mortal supper; which, agreeably to the taste of 
West Indian epicures, she seasoned with such enor- 
mous quantities of red pepper, that whoever ate was 
obliged to drink, to keep his mouth from getting on 
fire, like unto a chimney. 

*• Exactly at ten o'clock, the guests sat down to the 
table, where they ate and drank to the success of the 
protestant cause, the glory of the great Gustavus, 
the down&ll of popery and the quakers, with equal 

c 2 
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zeal and patilotism. The instant the clock struck 
twelve, a round was fired from the fort, and a vast 
and bottomless bowl, supposed to be the identical 
one in which the famous wise men of Gotham went 
to sea, was brought in, filled to the utmost brim with 
smoking punch. The memory of the departed year, 
and the hopes of the future, were then drank in a ; 
special bumper; after which the ladies retired, and 
noise and fun became the order of the night. The 
Heer told his great story of having surprised and 
taken a whole picket-guard, under the great Gus- 
tavus ; and each of the guests contributed his tale^ 
taking special care, however, not to outdo their host 
in the marvellous, — a thing which always put the 
governor out of humour. 

^' Counsellor Lanfanger talked wonderfiilly about 
public improvements ; Counsellor Varlett sung, or 
rather roared, a hundred verses of a song in praise 
of Rhenish wine ; and Othman Pfegel smoked and 
tippled, till he actually came to a determination of 
bringing matters to a crisis with the fair Christina 
the very next day. Such are the wonder-working 
powers of hot punch ! As for the Dominie, he de- 
parted about the dawn of day, in such a plight, that, 
if it had not been impossible, we should have sus- 
pected him of being, as it were, a little overtaken 
with the said punch. To one or two persons, who 
chanced to see him, he actually appeared to stagger 
a little ; but such was the stout faith of the good 
Dominie's parishioners, that neither of these worthy 
fellows would believe his own eyes sufficiently to 
state these particulars. 

•* A couple of hours' sleep sufficed to disperse the 
vapours of punch and pepper-pot; for heads in 
those days were much harder than now, and the 
Heer, as well as his roistering companions, rose 
betimes, to give and receive the compliments and 
good wishes of the season. The morning was still, 
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clear^ and frosty. The sun shone with the lustre, 

though not with the warmth, of summer, and his 

bright beams were reflected, with indescribable 

splendor, from the glassy smooth expanse of ice, 

that spread^ across, and up and down the broad 

river, far as the eye could see. The smoke of the 

Tillage chimneys rose straight into the air, looking 

like so many inverted pyramids, spreading gradually 

broader and broader, until they melted away, and 

mixed imperceptibly with ether. Scarce was the 

sun above the horizon, when the village was alive 

with rosy boys and girls, dressed in their new suits, 

and going forth with such warm anticipations of 

happiness, as time and experience imperceptibly 

fritter away into languid hopes, or strengthening 

apprehensions. ' Happy new year !' came from 

every mouth and every heart. Spiced beverages 

and lusty cakes were given away with liberal, open 

hand ; every body was welcomed to every house; 

all seemed to forget their little heart-burnings and 

disputes of yore ; all seemed happy, and all were 

so ; and the Dominie, who always wore his coat 

with four great pockets on new-year's day, came 

home and emptied them seven times of loads of 

new-year cookies. 

'^ When the gay groups had finished their rounds 
in the village, the ice in front was seen all alive 
with the small fry of Elsingburgh, gamboling and 
skating, sliding and tumbling, belter skelter, and 
making the frost-bit ears of winter glad with the 
sounds of mirth and revelry. In one place was a 
group playing at hurley, with crooked sticks, with 
which they sometimes hit the ball, and sometimes 
each other's shins : in another, a knot of sliders, 
following in a row, so that, if the foremost fell, the 
rest were sure to tumble over him. A little farther 
might be seen a few, that had the good fortune to 
possess a pair of skates, luxuriating in that most 
c 3 
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graceful of all exercises, and emulated by some half 
a dozen little urchins, with smooth bones fastened 
to their feet, in imitation of the others, skatingf 
away with a gravity and perseverance worthy of 
better implements. All was rout, laughter, revelry, 
and happiness ; and that day the icy mirror pf the 
noble Delaware reflected as light hearts as ever 
beat together in the new world. At twelve o'clock, 
the jolly Heer, according to his immemorial cus- 
tom, went forth from the edge of the river, distri- 
buting apples, and other dainties, together with 
handsful of wampum, which, rolling away on the ice 
in different directions, occasioned innumerable con- 
tests and squabbles among the fry, whose disputes, 
tumbles, and occasional buffetings for the prizes, 
were inimitably ludicrous upon the slippery ele- 
ment. Among the most obstreperous and mis- 
chievous of the crowd was that little fellow Cupid, 
who made more noise, and tripped up more heels, that 
day, than any half a dozen cotempories. His voice 
could be heard above all the rest, especially after 
the arrival of the Heer, before whom he seemed to 
think it his duty to exert himself, while his unre- 
strained, extravagant laugh, exhibited that singular 
hilarity of spirit, which distinguishes the deport- 
ment of the African slave.from the invariable gravity 
of the free red man of the western world, 

^' All day, and until after the sun had set, and the 
shadows of night succeeded, the sports of the ice 
continued, and the merry sounds nmg far and near, 
occasionally interrupted by those loud noises, which 
sometimes shoot across the ice like a rushing earth- 
quake, and are occasioned by its cracking, as the 
water rises or falls." 

The following little trait of amiable feeling, from 
the French of the Countess de Hautpoul, may per- 
haps tend to awaken corresponding sentiments in 
the minds of some of our younger readers. They 
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may rest assured, that a year commenced with the 
kindly feelings of Matilda, will close with a pleasing 
satisfaction to. the head and heart of every one fol- 
lowing in her course. 

"The three daughters of the Countess deBleville rose at 
an early hour on new year's day, and, full of the pleasure 
which they anticipated from it, each of them gave vent in 
conyersation to her feelings on the subject. ' To-day/ 
said Eugenia, ' I shall embrace our dear mother, and shall 
express to her my respect and my tenderness.' * To-day,' 
exclaimed Caroline, gaily, ' she will caress us, while i^e 
gives us our new year's gifts' — ' and will pardon our faults 
and bless us,' added the mild Matilda. 'May heaven,' 
said with one voice all these affectionate children, ' pre- 
serve to us our beloved mother, and grant us the grace to 
imitate her virtues, and to contribute to her happiness.' A 
pious silence succeeded this short and fervent prayer ; but 
soon, with the natural lightness of youth, the thoughts of the 
three sisters reverted to the charming trifles which they ex- 
pected to receive on that day, and they endeavoured to guess 
what they should be gratified with by the generosity of their 
parent. They recollected their last new year's gifts, and 
gave themselves up to all the delights of hope. * Our new 
year's gifts will be much handsomer this year,' said Caro- 
line, * for we are a year older, and a year is a great deal. 
For example, our grandfather sent each of us a present of a 
guinea; now, that we are grown up, I dare say he will give 
us two.' 'Two guineas 1' cried Matilda ; ' our grandfather 
is not rich ;— he has a great many grandchildren ; and we 
ought not to wish for what must certainly compel him to 
submit to some privations.' * That is very well thought of 
you/ replied Caroline, looking at her sister rather sarcasti- 
cally ; ' besides, you are in no need of money ; for you have 
some, and you make no use of it. You must have a little 
treasure of your own. For a long time you have learned 
your lessons so well that you always receive your week's 
allowance ; for my part, it is as much as I can do to get one 
week out of four. Eugenia is not luckier than I am ; and 
we have therefore had our purse in common, and spent it 
together to the last sixpence. You did not choose to be of 
our society ; you are a great deal richer than we are, and 
especially a great deal more economical.' The poor girl felt 
all the bitterness of this reproach ; she was grieved by it, but 
she made no answer. 

** Matilda, the youngest of Madam de Bleville's three daugh- 
ters, had at first seemed to have but little taste for study ; she 
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wftf Mipposed to have neither readiness nor memory. All at 
once, however, her disposition changed, she became so atten- 
tiTe—90 laborioas, that, having overtaken her sisters, she 
would faaye surpassed them, if a modest feeling had not 
restrained her zeal. Every week Matilda received the re- 
ward which was given when the governess was satisfied with 
the progress of her pupils ; bat she constantly pat by this 
Uttle sum, and would never purchase any of the rural dain* 
ties which her sisters proposed to bay in their walks round 
Bleville. She also denied herself all the other little gratifi- 
cations which are so naturally wished for at her age, and of 
which she was, in fact, equally as fond as her sisters were. 
Nobody could conceive how it happened that she had ac- 
quired at once so much aptitude, and so much self-denial. 
Madam Dubreuil, a woman of real merit, whom the countess 
had chosen to assist her in the task of educating her daugh. 
ters, was at first delighted with the happy change which had 
taken place in Matilda ; but she began, at times, to fear 
that it had its origin in that love of money which can only 
have birth in a low mind, incapable of any noble and gene- 
rous sentiment. Matilda patiently bore the jokes of her 
sisters and her young friends on her avarice ; they wounded 
only her self-love, and that the amiable girl sacrificed with 
firmness ; but, having guessed the half-conceived suspicion 
of Madam Dubreuil, her heart was deeply wounded by it. 
She often thought of opening her mind to her mother, but a 
sort of bashfulness, which is natural to benevolence, pre> 
vented her ; and in these internal combats, in which delicacy 
was triumphant, Matilda acquired energy, and proved that 
it is not possible to do good without making sacrifices, and 
having a firm and constant wilL 

** While the three sisters were waiting the getting up of their 
mother, Matilda's nurse arrived : she was a country-woman, 
who lived in the village of Bleville. Notwithstanding the 
bounty of the countess, Genevieve was poor, because she 
had a numerous family ; and, as her dress betrayed her po- 
verty, it was not without blushes and confusion that she 
visited the castle. She nevertheless carried her present to 
the child whom she had nursed : it consisted of butter, cream, 
and new laid eggs. Matilda received it with expressions of 
the warmest gratitude, and took her nurse to her room. 
There, opening a chest of drawers, she drew out a piece of 
pink-checked cotton, a mob-cap trimmed with lace, a neek- 
kerchief, and an apron ; and, embracing her nurse, she told 
her that they were all for her. The surprise and pleasure of 
Genevieve mav be easily imagined ; the head bailiff's wife 
would not be nner than she would. Her pleasure was, how- 
ever, sadly dashed, when Matilda entreated her to keep it a 
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secret by whom the present had been made. The honest 
nmrse shook her head, and was g^oing to reply, when the 
Yoices of Eagenia and Caroline were heard : they were call- 
ing their sister to go with them to the countess. The three 
children were stiil pressed in the caressing arms of their affeo* 
tionate mother, when GencTieye, who was likewise admitted 
to haye the honor of wishing her ^ happy new year, entered, 
and paid her respects in her country manner. The coantess 
listened to her with interest, and answered her tenderly : but 
what a crimson blush spread oyer the cheek of Matilda, when, 
in spite of her prohibition, Genevieve opened her apron, show- 
ed all the presents she had received, and asked if she might 
accept them. The timid and generous girl hid herself be- 
hind her sisters, and the sweet confusion which covered her 
face enchanted her mother. ' Tes, accept them, my good 
Genevieve, accept them,' said the countess, who could 
scarcely restrain her tears ; *■ and you, my child, come to my 
arms, — come, and be pressed to my heart. You have not 
only perfonned an act of gratitude to the person who nursed 
you, but you have perseveringly laboured that you might be 
able to perform it : you have bOme privations, and have en- 
dured raillery, and even suspicion. Bless you, my child, 
and may you always preserve such feelings ! I guessed your 
secret ; and it was in order to facilitate the execution of your 
plan that I allowed the little pedlar to be admitted the other 
day, and that I pretended to have my attention occupied 
on something else, while you were making your purchases. 
Nothing escapes the vigilant eye of a moUier, and happy is 
she, who, like myself, can discover in the heart of her chil- 
dren no secrets but those of virtue ! This day I shall always 
consider as one of the most delightful days of my life, and 
your new year's gift to Genevieve is at the same time a new 
year's gift to your mother.' " 

On this day^ in Japan, all the priests walk in pro- 
cession to the emperor's palace, where they renew 
their oaths of allegiance, which, however, is not 
looked on as a sufficient security to the prince, who 
has always a confidant in waiting, that obliges them 
to swear the following sacred oath : — *^ 1 call heaven 
to witness, and all the gods of the sixty-five pro- 
vinces of the empire, that I will be a loyal subject 
to my sovereign/' All these oaths are ratified by 
the person swearing, opening a vein and letting out 
some of his blood, and if it should happen afterwards 
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diat he is found perjured, then his life must make an 
atonement. 

It was formerly a custom on this day to perform 
a new year's ode, written by the poet laureate, be- 
fore their majesties; this » however, has been dis- 
continued since the year 1790. 

We shall, therefore, in lieu of the ode, introduce 
The Poefs New Year's Gift to a Young Lady. 

Whilst others costly presents send 

To usher in the new-bom year, 
Accept the tribute of a friend, 

And oh I incline a gentle ear 
To what his muse, unskiird, may say. 
In this, his artless, simple lay. 

Through the abyss of space, once more. 
The earth's huge orbit's course hath run ; 

Another year is oped, before 

We deem'd its race were well begun : 

So day succeeding day glides by. 

And years reyolying, quickly fly. 

With judgment bless'd beyond thy years. 
With mirth and soul-enlivening glee ; 

With beauty crowned beyond thy peers. 
What shall a poet wish for thee ? 

What can the muses wish for more. 

Thus blest with every needful store. 

May all a mother's tender care ; 

May all a parent's boundless love ; 
May eveiy fervent, ardent prayer. 

Wafted with sighs for thee, above. 
Sink in thy heart, and, resting there. 
Render thee heaven's peculiar care ! 

Sweet maid ! may the all bounteous Lord 

On thee his blessings ever pour ; 
Through life's rough path may he afford 

Strength to thy soul, that when the hour 
Of death is past, thou, too, might sing 
Anthems of praise to heaven's high King ! 

1. — 1308. — WILLIAM TBLL. 

On this day the celebrated Swiss patriot, after 
having shot the tyrant Geitler, joined an association 
against the power of GeffiM a n)^ to whom they were 
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then subject. This association previously consisted 
only of Furst, £rni, and Stauffacher. The three 
patriots met nightly in the field of Grutli, and laid 
the foundation for that independence of Switzerland, 
which was finally ratified by the treaty of West- 
phalia, in 1648, after a continued struggle of more 
than three centuries. 

TO A FLOWER FROM THE FIELD OF GRUtLI. 

BY MRS. HEHANS. 

Whence art thou, flower? From holy ground 

Where freedom's foot hath been ; 
Tet bugle-blast, or trumpet sound, 

Ne'er shook that solemn scene. 

Flower of a noble field ! thy birth 
Was not where spears have crossed ; 

And shiver'd helms have strewn the earth, 
'Midst banners won and lost : 

But where the sunny hues and showers, 

Unto thy cup were given, 
There met high hearts at midnight hours, 

Pure hands were raised to heaven. 

And vows were pledged that man should roam 

Through every Alpine dell, 
Free as the wind, the torrents foam. 
The shaft of William Tell. 

Atlantic Souvenir, 
4. HANDSBL MONDAY. 

In some parts of Scotland, on the first Monday 
after New Year's day, there is a custom observed of 
making meny by a holyday with feasting and drink- 
ing, which is called Handsel Monday. Sir John 
Sinclair mentions this day in an account of one 
William Hunter, a poor collier, who had nearly lost 
the use of his limbs through an inveterate gout and 
rheumatism^ but who recovered them the morning 
after having joined in the festivities of a " Handsel 
Monday/' 

6. — TWELFTH-DAY EVE. 

This was formerly kept with some ceremony, but 
has k»ig since growB into disuse. Brand says, << It is 
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observed in the ancient Romish calendar^ where it is 
called the eve, or vigil of the Epiphany." Rudge^ 
in his History of Gloucester, s))eaking of a custom 
still prevalent at Pauntley, a village on the borders 
of Gloucester, says: — " On the eve of Twelfth- 
day, all the servants of every farmer assemble 
together in one of the fields that has been sown 
with wheat. At the end of twelve lands they make 
twelve fires in a row, with straw; around one of 
which, made larger than the rest, they drink a 
cheerful glass of cyder to their master's health, and 
success to the future harvest; then, returning home» 
they feast on cakes made of caraways, &c. soaked 
in cyder, which they claim as a reward for their past 
labors in sowing the grain.'* 

6. — ^BPIPHANY. — TWELFTH DAY. 

The Epiphany, is a christian festival, otherwise 
called the manifestation of Christ to the Gentiles, 
observed on this day in honor of the appearance of 
our Saviour to the three magi, or wise men, who 
came to adore him, and bring him presents. The 
feast of Epiphany was not originally a distinct fes- 
tival, but made a part of that of the Nativity of 
Christ, which being celebrated twelve days, the first 
and last of which were high or chief days of solem- 
nity, either of these might properly be , called 
Epiphany, as the word signifies the appearance of 
Christ in the world. The kings of England and 
Spain offer gold, frankincense, and myrrh, on the 
Twelfth-day, in memory of the offering of the wise * 
men to the infimt Jesus; the former makes the 
offering by proxy, in the chapel of St. James's pa- 
lace. This festival is called by the Greeks the feast 
of lights, because our Saviour is said to have been 
baptized on this day ; and baptism is by them called 
illumination. 

This day is kept in many parts as a conclusion to 
the Christmas bolydays. ^^ It has been observed in 
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the Mngckrin/' says Dr. Drake, ''ever since the 
reign of Alfred ; io whose days,'' he adds, quotuig 
from Collier's Ecdesiastie^ HistcM^y, *' a law was 
made wida relation to holydays, by rirtne of which 
the twelve days after the Nativity of our Saviour 
were made festivals/* 

Twelfth Day, as it was kept by our ancestors, was 
much the same, in its specific character, as it is. 
now. A king and queen were created at hazard by 
means of a bean and a pea, or other lots, stuck in a 
cake, which the company broke up ; and a court 
being formed by their majesties, the characters 
were kept up till midnight. 

On this day the Carnival commences at Rome. 
Mr. Best, a catholic gentleman, in a series of letters 
to a friend, thus describes these festivities : — 

Rome, Febryary 6, 1834. 

XT BEAK VmiEWD, 

Have late toamts given descnptioiiB of the canival at 
Borne ? I am, from the reasons I have already mentioned, un- 
able to answer to inyself this qnestioB ; and shall, therefoie, 
send yoir a diort aceoimt of tbis jfMf season. It was not, 
howevefy the first of the sort that I witnessed : walking, two 
jeaiB before, on the terrace of Nice, to view the ugly, ill-sus- 
tained masks below, 1 heard an Irish lady ask the person she 
was walking with,^ ** Don't you thnriL they are the greatest 
feols on earth V *^ Why, madam," veplied the jpentleman 
she addressed, '^ I was going to make a very unpohte speech, 
but what do you think ai tu who are ilo^dcing at them ?^ 
Though perfectly agreeing with tiiis cavalier, I have again 
been a spectator of some of these rejoieings, and wiirii to 
make you participate in the ennui they cause ; liioogh it is 
9at seeesiary to desoend to the festirities of masquerading, 
to be convinced that man is more to be pitied in 1^ pleasures 
thui in bis misfortunes, according to Ibe sentiment «f Pascal. 
The space of time, known by the appellation of carnival, 
is included betweodthe saxtfa of Januaiiry-*tfae feast of the 
B^phamj, or Twelfth N%lit-.-4UQd Ash Wednesday, the fir^ 
day of Lent« Bat the masquerading, and other pubtic amuse- 
ments of the people, do not commeDee till a few days before 
SbroTe Tuesday. At Rome, the scene of these fellies is the 
CoTSOy^-the rmdegmaus ctf all the werld, masked or umnask- 
ed, incaniagesor on foot« On one of the days of last week 
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I proceeded to the Piazza del Popolo, and took my place in the 
file of carriages. Two hour» after I had nearly reached the 
Piazza di Venezia at the other end of the ugly, iIKbuilt street 
of the Corso, a distance of three quarters of a mile. The ^ 
pleasures of this drive were derived from the crowds of peo^ 
pie who, disguised in various manners, paraded up and <£>wii 
the street ; for the most part in perfect silence, and none of 
them in the least endeavouring to support the character 
proper to their garb. Boys ran through the crowd and offer- 
ed for sale large papers of bonbons — sugarrpiiim»'*-mado of 
sweetened lime : all actors in the scene bought of these &om- 
bf)ns, and threw them, with greater or less force, at their 
passing friends and acquaintance. As these sugar-plums 
are not small, and as furious^ battles— »in which they replace 
other shot — are often carried on, particularly by the English, 
eyes are sometimes knocked out, and less material damage 
is often given and received. In the mean time children run 
between the wheels of the carriages, and the feet of the 
horses, and collect into other papers the bofdtons that whiten 
and conceal the pavement. But it; is a positive fact, that, 
without the En^ish — who are, by most foreigners, thought 
to be so grave, so serious, and so thoughtful— 4his Aonoon 
pelting would, long since, have been discontinued : the Ro- 
mans patronize it but little, while the English carry it on, 
with all the fury and boisterousness of school-boys, to the 
very great annoyance of most of the Italians. 

Meanwhile I had, as I have said, almost attained the Pi- 
azza di Venezia: the cannon of S. Angelo resounded— -all 
understood the signal; and when, a few moments after- 
wards, a secondfgun was fired, the crowds settled themselves 
on chairs or benches raised along the sides of the Corso ; 
and the carriages turned down the nearest by-lanes,' and 
reached, by difi'erent paths, the houses, from the windows of 
which they — ^that is, those they contained— intended to view 
the remaining sport. Amongst the carriages, I had observed 
the state coach of the senator, Principe A., and that of Car- 
dinal Y., the only cardinal present, one of the two cardinal- 
deacons, who, despised and laughed at by the Romans, are 
seen in every society by the English, and are, "by them, 
readily, but unjustly, received as samples of all the sacred 
college. 

After a large body of troops, preceded by a good band, 
had passed down the Corso, had cleared away the remaining 
masks, and had placed sentinels on each side of it,, twelve or 
fourteen small, ugly horses, galloped past the window at 
which I was placed : Its they proceeded along,the crowd shout- 
ed, and, together with the spurs, petards^ and other ingenious 
and barbarous contrivances,-— described, L believe, by Biy- 
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done, in liis relation of the SicUian horse-race — ^nrged them 
on to the goal, and deterred them from attempting to bolt 
down the side streets. Immediately after they had passed, 
the ranks of p^ple closed over the payed race-gronnd ; but 
a (bw seconds after, they again opened, on perceiving the 
gradnal approach of another raee^horsey which was proceed- 
ing more leisurely and quietly down the Corso. 

Amongst all these details I had forgotten to mention that 
none of the horses carried riders ; a particular, which, from 
castom, and from having never witnessed any races a VAu" 
gltoBe^ I beheld as a matter of course. 

A few days after, having previously taken my share of the 
amnsements of the Corso, I hired a seat in the Piazza del 
Pc^polo, from which I might see the horses start. Board 
partitions were placed to keep apart the more furious ; and 
a emd, behind which they were to stand, was drawn, at ' 
breast height, across the street. Thirteen were brought forth 
ready garnished, with spurs, dec, and an indescribable scene 
ai Gonfasion ensued. The plunging and kicking of the 
horses, and the shouts of the grooms who swung at their 
necks, continued till, at the sound of trumpet* the cord fell, 
and they all set off more regularly than could have been 
anticipated. Some minutes after, a rocket arose from the 
Piazza di Venezia, and a cannon ftom S. Angelo answered 
it ; tbos proclaiming when> and by which of t£^ animals, the 
race had been won. 

Before the races, but after the clearing away of the crowd, 
the French ambassador paraded the Corso in his state car- 
ria^s ; a privilegey the exercise of which he ought to have 
tnjojfed oa Jeudi €hra$, but which, on account of therein* had 
bem deferred till the Saturdaf^ following,— -for on Friday no 
masquerading was allowed ; as, at Rome, that day of the 
week is kept in the same manner as Sundays are said to be 
obsN^red in England. No masks are seen, no theatres or 
balls are held on Fridays. 

On every other day the sort of amusement I have described 
was regularly repeated ; but all was finished and quiet at 
six o'clock. On Mardi Gras, however, — ^the last day of the 
caniival,^-4he sport was protracted until eight in the evening. 
It then consisted in the illumination of the windows on the 
Corso, and in the assembling of the people in that street : 
each person bore in his hand a lighted taper, and each en- 
deavoured to extinguish those of his play-fellows. This fan, 
occaslotied, however, one or two very ridiculous and inno- 
eefUf at least in their consequences, duels between foreign- 
ers, who did not understand the joke. 

Such are the popular amusements of the carnival ; for the 
genseomme tl/aut— -an epithet now re-established in French 

D 2 



Sft mUMKABlM DATS 

phraseology, and which, takeo m its literal meaaing a» Idie 
commencement of a designation, the remainder of which i» 
suppressed as unnecessary, might be heard with indifference 
by the most democratic ears^— for the ^mu camme Ufrnxt pomr 
ces ckoiei la there were given a few masked balls, in whieli 
scarcely any characters were supported,— most of the ladie« 
going infancy dresses, and men in dominos, which they im- 
mediately laid aside. Other evening parties were numeroas 
and well attended* Bat all snch/SUi are now at an end ; 
the '* magician has pat on our foreheads the nanreyioiui 
dust, and has pronounced over us the magical words,'* whick 
have pat to fli^^ht the illusions of carnival, and made us con- 

<' To live for forty days on ill-dbest fishes, 
Because we have no sauces to our stews/' 

The last line does not, however, apply ; as English fisfa- 
saaces are now to be found in every Italian capitaL And as 
meat is allowed by all cures, to whom a certificate of ill 
health, s^ned by a i^ysician, is presented, the facility of 
obtaining such permissions may be imagined ; as, also the 
facility with whidi they are abased. 

All the English travellers are i^ow preparing to depart for 
Naples, to pass there the time of Lent ; and the Romanis are 
unable to conceal the joy they feel at their departure. This 
s cntimeat is eorious ; but I have perceived the same to be 
prevalent in every part of Italy. Adieu. 

TrmutUpnu Memoirs, Yoi. I, Page 109—116. 

la Fraace, the ceremony of drawing Twelfth-oake 
is somewhat different to the customary mode in 
England. The following animated sketch, trans- 
lated by Mr. Jerdan from the French of the cele- 
brated M. Jouy^ furnishes a pleasing picture of a 
twelfth-day among our Gallic neighbours. 

** I have often wished that the* prejudices of a 
people should not be confounded with their customs : 
the former cannot be avoided with too much porae- 
verance ; but it is seldom that any thing is gained by 
the destruction of the latter. Every prejudice is 
born of a vice ; every national habit takes its rise 
from a virtue. The demonstration of this truth 
would make this discourse a chapter <^ mol^lity^ 
but 

Trop de morale entraine trop d'ennui. 
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*^ Too much morality brings with it too much en- 
ftia/^ I leave, therefore^ the principle to itself, and pass 
OQ to tb^m feasts in the course of tlie year, which I 
coant among the number of old customs, whose 
Teaefable authority I see, vnth regret, grows weaker 
everyday. 

" This taste was implanted in me from my ear- 
liest yoixth, by one of my maternal uncles, the prior of 
ArmentiSres, who spent with my father all the time 
which he did not pass at his priory, that is to say, 
about eleven months and a half in each year. He 
had an apartment on the second floor, of which his 
library occupied the greater part. On a sort of 
table, a la Tronckin, on which he wrote, I still see, 
in a little cabinet of ebony, a calendar for his own 
use, which he made up himself at the beginning of 
every year, and inscribed according to the order of 
their dates, with the feasts and birth-days of all his 
relations, friends, and even acquaintances. 

*^ On the arrival of such a day we were sure to 
receive a bouquet of flowers, for the most part 
accompanied with a piece of poetry, or a couplet, 
in the form of a compliment. That, which he did 
for cftiiers, be exacted for Iiimself in so absolute a 
mamter, that he dkinherited one of his relations for 
having neglected to write him a letter on the open- 
ing of a new year. My uncle^ although he exag- 
gerated the importance of these and similar duties, 
had ideas on this point not far removed from sound 
morality. I remember in a little comedy, which he 
ocmiposed on this subject, one of the persons of the 
drama abused this submission to childish customs. 

Toos-ees grand mots ne m'en imposent gnhte ; 

C'est iL Tabus, d'abord, qu'on d^lare la gaerre ; 
' Mais Tusage y tenait : on le laisse d^choir, 

Bt I'usage d^truit, entrddne le devoir : 

Voila, Monsieur, comment avec de telles phrases, 

Be la soci^ Ton sape enfin les bases. 

^* How many examples did he not cite to us of 
z>3 



80 REMARKABLfi KAT8 

quarrelB made up, and lawsuits between relitloira 
terminated by these unions of families^ which custom 
formerly prescribed, aad which now hardly seem to 
be tolerated. 

<« Twelfth day, Shrove Tuesday, St* Martini day;, 
were all then domestic feasts, at which young pecqd^ 
.feund those pleasures and enjoyments for which they 
are now obUged to look elsewhere. My uocle, 4he 
prior, was acquainted with all the minute ceremo^ 
nies of these feasts, iand applied his whole a^tentioit 
to their observance* On such days he invested him* 
self with full authority as master of tbe hoiise ; 
ordered the repasts, took charge of the inviti^toiHs, 
i^pointed the place of every body ^ table, and ob*^ 
served that every thing was done accoixling to- his 
rules. 

<' Of all our family feasts that of Twelfth day was 
in his eyes the most important, and therefore it w»« 
always celebrated with peculiar pomp. The remem* 
branoe which I yet retain of it, never permits me to 
read without sentiments of the most lively emotion, 
the charming description which M. de Chateau-- 
briand has given us of this ancient festival, at which 
I have so often assisted. The family was mtBunvms^ 
the parlour for the company was large ; I alone aea 
left of ail those who partook the good cheer ! 

^^ ' Unsophisticated minds,' says the author^ the 
Genius of Christianity, ^ can never reooltect with'^ 
out sympathy those hours of relaxation, when the 
£anily assembled round the cake, whidi sugjgesled 
to the mind the presents of the magi. The gra«d<* 
father, during the rest oi th^ year sechided m %bft 
retirement of his apartment, appears on tbts<tay like 
the divinity of the paternal hearth. His grand- 
children, wiio have for some time psiet thought of 
nothing but this festival, climb his knees, and awaken 
again in him all the memoi*y of his youth. The 
countenances of all exUbit gaiety ; the hearts of all 



am l%htt ftbe room f<Mr th^ entertiuiiiieBt ie ieech 
rated, aod, in lionor of tbje dSQr, every one appears 
cireased in liis newest habilimeiits. Amidst the 
jingling^ of glasses and bursts of joy, the lots of this 
ef£em^al . dignity are drawn^ and a sceptre is 
gmaeA which ireighs not too heavy for the hands of 
xk& iiiooArcb» Sometimes a little trick is practised 
which, redoabling the mirth of the sulgects, and 
exiting the ccMnplaitits of the ytmng sovereign 
alone, cievates to the throne the daughter ot* the 
heet^ and the son of a neighbour lately arrived 
from the army. The young pidr blush, as if their 
crown eflibarrasBed them; the mothers laugh, and 
the fprandfiither, with a fiiU goblet, drinks to the 
new queen. The curate, who is at tiie feast, receives 
for the purpose of distribution, with other assistance, 
the first part, called the Poor's Piece. Old games, 
and a dance, at which some aged domestic suppiies 
the place of oiusiciao, prolong their pleasure ; and 
the whole fiunily, nurses, children, tenants, servants, 
and masters, mix promiscuously in the mazy wan* 
deriogaoftiiebalU' 

'^ I could not deny myself thepkasure of brings* 
ing -bc^ire my readers this lovely picture. Ml of 
gracefulness and truth, thcmgh at the hazard of a 
comparison, of which I feel all the disadvantage. 

^^ I was reading, a few days mnce, the passage 
whseh I have just dted to a Mr. Fei^us, a scholar 
m#ffe estimable than orthodox, with whom I had 
fiNTfl^erly ^udied, and who did not approve of 
M« de Chateaubriand's having given to diristianity 
the honor of aa institution, evidently borrowed from 
the Graeks and Romans* 

^ ^ What liie devil," swd he, knitting his large 
black e^brmvs, ' does he talk to as d the mi^ 
aad their presents fort when discoursing on a cus* 
icsn^ whose profiame origin ie so well known to us ? 
Vfho is there that is noA aoqaainted with Ae aause^ 
naeBt of the King </ the Bmn, derived to us from 
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tbe Romaos, wh&k Ihe children, during^the SattiV- 
nalia, drew lots for tbe part of the king of the fes* 
tival ? This custom of the bean^ to^ trace it still 
higha", goes bacjc to the Gr^ekft, who made ^use of 
beans in the election of their'magistrates. We hav^e 
transplanted to the beginning of January a feast 
which tbe ancients celebrated towards the end of 
December, in the winter solstice, and which the 
Romans, if we may believe Lucian, Strabo, and 
Vossius, had borrowed from tbe Persians.- Tlie 
election of this temporary king was made at tatM«, 
as with us ; but ^er having been treated, during* 
the short term of his reign, with all the respect and 
regard due to his rank, the ephemeral monarch i^a$ 
banged, to terminate the feast. It is proper, how- 
ever, to add, that he was chosen from among the 
class of slaves, and still oftener from among the 
criminals/ 

•^ * I know very well,' answered I to my learned 
friend in us, ^ that by dint of learning, the cbarm 
may be taken from every thing; but 1 must own 
that one of the best written discourses of the King 
of the Bean, would never amuse me half so much 
as one of those domestic meetings which have lat- 
terly become too unfrequent/ 

f* ' Among the company you keep,' internipted 
M. Fergus 5 ' for my own part I have only to choose 
among three parties to which I am invited for this 
evening, to draw twelfth cake, at one of whicli I 
can answer, that you will be extremely well received, 
if you like to accompany me/ ' ; 

^^ He mentioned M. Bruno, another old sehocri- 
fellow, with wbt)m I was some time a boarder at 
M. Doppi's, Rue Mazarine. We left the sch^l 
together, myself to go to college ; M. Bruno, to fol- 
low the profession of his father, a linen-draper, at 
tlie Golden Fleece, in the Rue des Marmosets. We 
had not seen each other for more-than twenty years, 
but I had always dealt with him, and I know he 



I - •» . ■ . I ". J_JLMJi^^MJKUI. -i -UI.J 

T^moBd some Meod^p fiair me. I did nat besilaley 
therefore, to tak^ Fergm at his word, 

^' U was lour o'clock befcve we arrived at this 
dean's of Ae anci^t shmvalty. We found the 
good old man ia a room over the shop^ which a 
ftshiowable mercbaiit of the Rue Vivieane would be 
ia ibeee times ashamed to cidl his aati-ebambcar. 
He ivaa seated by the fire-side in a large arm-chair, 
of Uirechi velvet i a little child on hk knees, and 
two others seated ou the ground, who displayed to 
grand-pafpa their puncbineUos, their Chinese m<m« 
key% and their leaden soldiers, which they had 
reoeiv^ as new year's gifts. A young girl of six** 
teea or seventeen assisted an old servant to lay the 
ck>th« M. Charles Bruno, the younger son, was 
reading a newspaper, in aloud voice at the window^ 
whfle an old aunt cut slips of paper of various colors, 
to putround the bottom of the candles. The Nestor 
of the city merchants received me with open arms, 
and presented me in the most friendly manner to 
his family^ by whom I was greeted in the same affec* 
tiomrte style. It may very well be believed, that in 
the conversation Which followed in the chimney* 
oonier b^Eweeo the three old schoolfellows, M. 
Doppi was not forgotten* and that the phrase. Do 
you, reumnberf ocoorred more than once in our 
discourse. The rest of the company came in order ) 
the first was M. Boutard, son-in-law of M. Bruno, 
and one of the most famous lace-makers in the Rue 
des fiourdonnais ; he brought with him two of his 
children, M. Boutard is a very pi*oper man, and 
has BO. other fault than that of a little too much 
vanity, on account of the attention be pays to the 
church of St, Oppcnrtune, of which he is the eldest 
charchward». The Abbe Daillot, nephew of the 
patriarch, and vicar of St. Magloire» came next; he 
was followed by M* Melchior Bruno, captain ol the 
veterans of the barracks Notre Dame des Victoires^ 
who gave his wrm to Madame Boutard and her 
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daughter, a little brunette of the most lively figare; 

** Dinner was served ; we waited only for M . Dau- 
moDt) an old clerk of M. Bruno, and a most iBtimate 
friend of the family. Mademoiselle Fran^oise Bruno^ 
the aunt, begged her brother to sit down to table, 
according to the old axiom : — That waiting prevents 
one from eatings but eating does not prevent one 
from coming. Her advice was followed. The 
grand&ther's arm-chair was placed at the head of 
the table, the back to the fire. Every one stood by 
his chair, while the father of the fttmily said grace, 
and seated themselves as soon as he set them the 
example. A small table for the children, of idiich 
aunt Bruno had the direction, had been prepared tti 
one corner of the room. 

. *^ Daumont came in just as the soup was removed ; 
he announced himself with a loud laugh, wichwbieh 
1 observed he always preceded his jokes, * I see you 
have waited for me as the abb^ waits for his monks,' 
•aid he, shaking the hands of the company round, 
without omitting myself, though I was a stranger to 
him. The abb^ answered him by a tarde venienH-- 
bus ossa, which produced some mirth. 

'* The tureen being carried away, a twelfth cake 
was brought before Madame Boutard, who did the 
honors of the table, on which she bestowed ber 
benediction, tracing there the sign of the eross, and 
then cut it into eighteen parts. The youngest ef 
the company came forward, which gave the vicar 
an opportunity of putting in a surgat junior,' of 
which, he seemed to take himself a good part» The 
oake was covered with a napkin, and the dish 
having been turned round two or three times to 
prevent all idea of fraud or faVor, the child dis- 
tributed the portions. The first drawn was that 
for the poor; this was immediately given to the 
▼icar, with the alms which every one hastened to 
subscribe : the grand&ther was served second ; in 
respect to my age, and being a stranger, I had the 
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third part, in which was discovered the bean. My 
elecdoB to the sovereignty of the feast was an- 
DCmnced by a round of applause, to which succeeded 
reiterated acclamations ofvive le rot. I was respect* 
fiiUy invited by my new subjects to make choice of 
a companion, who should share with me the splen- 
dour of my exalted dignity. I cast my eyes on Ma- 
demoiselle Rose Boutard, who seemed, however, to 
be less sensible of the honor of enjoying a throne, 
than displeased at quitting her seat by her young 
cousin Bruno. The dinner was gay, even a littte 
noisy, and the cries of — * the queen drinks — ^the 
king drinks !' resounded through the whole repast. 
The precaution ^hteh the wise Fergus had taken, 
to bring half a dozen of excellent Bourdeaux wine 
with him, (a precaution which nobody Valued more 
highly than the captain,) succeeded in putting friend 
Daumont in high spirits, and the vicar took care 
not to lose so fine an opportunity as, when he emp- 
tied his glass to his uncle's health, to tell us ' bonwn 
vinum l^Biifieat cor hominis.* During the dessert, 
according to custom, we proceeded to choose the 
great crown officers, and every body admired my 
penetration, when I chose M. Boutard my minister 
of finances^— Daumont, master of the household- 
Captain Melchior, commander in chief of my armies 
— ^A:bb^ Daiik)t, my grand almoner, and MadaAie 
Bruno, maid of honor to the queen. These appoint- 
ments being complete, the grand almoner, the mi- 
nister of. the finances, and the master of the house- 
hold^ roared out a bacchanalian song; after which 
the queen and her little cousin sung under my royal 
nose a duet, so tender and passionate, that, with a 
prince less mild than myself, the singers would have 
fared but badly. 

^ Coffee was served in the chimney corner: — 
some neighbours came in to join the family, and I 
took advantage of the preparation for a Loto table, 
to slip from the coippany, fully resolved to return 
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on the Mfewing Sunday, to visit my happy subjecti^ 
«iid dose my peaceable reign/' 

Masquerades in Eugiand are, on a small scale^ 
similar lo the Carnirals. On this day, 1734, the 
Bidiop of London preached a sermon against Maa- 
querades, which made sudi an impression, that 
orders y^&ce issued for the discontinuance of these 
scenes of folly and vice. After a lapse of many 
years, they were again introduced, but as they are 
only the resort of dissipation they never can become 
popular among sober-minded Englishmen: The 
following account of their introduction and progress 
in tliis country, is from a small volume entitled 
<< ji Compam&n to the Tkemirei.'' 

^ This species of entertainment, in the presentday^ 
is Ar from flourishmg. It is in England like a puny 
exotic. The first masquerade given in this counter 
upcm the foreign plan, was by the queen of Charles JL 
It was on a Sun<lay, when, in front of the banquet- 
ing-*hou9e at Whitehall, a scuffle ensued between 
the soldiers and the people, in which six of the lat- 
ter were killed. This made the queen very un« 
popular, and raised a violent opposition to masque- 
rades for nearly a centnry. The most splendid 
English masquerade on record was provided at the 
Opera House in 1717-8, by that celebrated caterer, 
Mr. Heidegger. It was allowed to be more magni- 
ficent than had been known in Italy, Venice, or any 
other country, and was thus described in Mufs 
Weekly Journal, February 16, 1718:—** The room*' 
says the writer, *' is exceedingly large, beautifiilly 
adorned, and illuminated widi 500 wax lights^ on 
the sides are divers beaufets, over which is written 
the several wines therein contained,— as Caufny. 
Burgundy, Champagne, Rhenish, &e., of which all 
are at liberty to drink what they please; with large 
services* of all sorts of sweetmeats: there are ako 
two sets of music, at due distance from each other, 
performed by very good hands. By the vast variety 
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of dresses^ (maoy of tbem very ricb>) you would 
fancy it a congress of the principal persons of aU 
nations in the ^irorld, — as Turks, Italians, Indians, 
Polaaders, Spaniards, Venetian^, &c« There is an 
absQlul;e freedom of speech, without the least offence 
given thereby; while all appear better bred than to 
offer anything profane, rude, or imoaodest; but wit 
incessantly flashes about in rapartees, honor, and 
good humour, and all kinds of pleasantry. There 
was also the groom-porter's office, where all play 
that please ; while heaps of guineas pass about with 
so little concern in the losers, that they are not to be 
distinguished from the winners. Nor does it add a 
little to the beauty of the entertainment, to see the 
generality of the masqueraders behave themselves 
agreeable to their several habits. The number when 
I was there, on Tuesday^ last week, wits computed 
at 700, with some files of musqueteers at hand* for 
the preventing of any disturbimce which might 
happen by quarrels, &c., — so frequent in Venice, 
Italy, and other countries, in such entertainments. 
At 11 o'clock, a person gives notice that supper is 
ready^ when the company pass into another large 
roona, where a noble cold entertainment is provided; 
the whole diversion continuing from nine o'clock 
till seven the next morning. In shorL^>be*fvbole 
ball was sufficiently illustrious, in every 'article of it, 
for the greatest prince to give on the most extraor- 
dinary occasion." 

'^ llie masquerades formerly given at the Pantheon 
were very celebrated. lo 1783, Delpini, the famous 
clown, got up a grand masquerade there, in cele- 
bration of his present majesty (then Prince of Wales,) 
attaining the age of majority. The tickets were all 
sold at three guineas each, but Delpini was a loser 
by the speculation. About six years since, the king 
sent the poor ar^e^^^ ^200; but the latter part of 
Delpini's life was passed in sickness, misery, and 
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suffering. In the same year, Gariick attended a 
masquerade at the Pantheon, as king of the gipsies, 
a character which, according to local report^ he 
rendered inimitable, by his spirit and humour. Mas- 
querades, carnivals, and fancy-dress balls, are giren, 
upon special occasions, at Dniry Lane and Covent 
Garden theatres, when the whole theatre is formed 
into a saloon, by flooring over the pit level with 
the stage, which has a most imposing ^ect. The 
admission is from one to two guineas. There are 
annually, at the Italian Opera House^ three masque- 
rades, and the same number at the Argyle Rooms, 
in Regent-street, They are numerously attended ; 
but in their motley assemblages we miss the charac- 
ter and spirit, the gentlemanly ease and fashion, of 
the times of Killegrew and Heidegger. 

" Venice is, however, the city for masquerades; 
and in Paris a carnival is still held fifteen days pre- 
vious to Ash Wednesday. In 1790, it was prohibit- 
ed; but on its restoration, for some years, nothing 
could exceed the beauty and richness of the costumes 
displayed on these occasions. Thousands of mask- 
ed persons then paraded the streets; but the enter- 
tainment has now lost its charms, and the masks are 
few and unmeaning. Masked balls were introduced 
in I7I6; and a Carmelite friar (good soul!) invent- 
ed machinery for elevating the floor of the pit to a 
level with the stage. They now commence about 
the end of January, and continue on fixed days 
throughout the carnival. The charge to the most 
splendid is only six franks; to others, three franks ; 
and these balls are given at almost every theatre in 
Paris. 

^^ Masks were very common among the ancients, 
and were more particularly used by the performers 
at their theatres. It is uncertain whether the 
Egyptians understood theatrical amusements; but 
remains of their monuments prove them to have 
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been accustomed to conceal their faces with masks. 
They were originally made of the bark of trees, 
then of leather^ subsequently of wood, and lastly of 
paper. Tarnished. The mask was likewise worn in 
several ancient religious ceremonies, and fStes^pf 
the heathen deities, as also in the Saturnalia. Fe- 
male masks were likewise worn by boys, who for- 
merly played women's parts on our stage/' 

6. — ^THB HALSBWBLL WRBCKEO. 

On this day, one of the finest East-Indiamen was 
wrecked near St. Adelm's head, a famous sea mark, 
consisting of a bold cliff rising to the height of nearly 
300 feet. A short time before the ship went to 
pieces, the captain called the second mate into the 
cuddy, where his two daughters, two nieces, and 
three other young ladies were clinging round him 
for protection, and on being told that it was impos- 
sible for the ladies to escape, he nobly resolved to 
share their fate ; and addressing his daughters, and 
folding them in his arms, said, ^* then my dear chil- 
dren, we will perish together." 

St, Adelm's head is near Encombe in Dorsetshire, 




at which place, Lord Eldou has a splendid residence, 

b2 
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in a delightful situation opening to the Bristol 
Channel. The mansion is built of Purbeck stone, 
and the grounds are extensive and tasteftiUy laid out. 

7. — ST. distaff's day. 

The day after Twelfth-day> formerly so called 
because it was celebrated in honor of the distaff 
held in the hand, from whence wool is spun by 
twirling a ball below. On the conclusion of the 
Christmas holydays, or day after Twelfth-day, the 
men amused themselves by burning the flax and 
tow belonging to the women, who in return sluiced 
the men with pails of water. Herrick alludes to 
this custom in one of his poems: — 

Partly work, and partly play, 
Ye must on St. Distaff's day : 
From the plough soone free your teame 
Then come home and fother them. 
If the maides a spinning goe, 
Bum the flax, and fire the tow ; 
• • » # 

Bring in pailes of water then. 

Let the maides bewash the men : 

Give St. Distaffe all the right, 

Then bid Christmas sports good night 

And next morrow, every one 

To his own vocation. 

8. ST. LUCIAN. 

This is the first Saint in the English Calendar. 
There are two of this naihe^ and some doubt exists 
as to which belongs to this day. Alban Butler in 
his £ives of the Saints affirms, that the St. Lucian 
of the Protestant Calendar came from Rome to 
preach in Gaul, where he suffered death about 290. 
The other Saint stands in the Romish Calendar on 
the preceeding day, and according to Butler, cor- 
rected the Hebrew version of the Scriptures for the 
inhabitants of Palestine, during some years he. was 
separated from the Romish Church, but he after- 
wards conformed to it, and died after nine years' 
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impriaonmeut^ either by famine or the sword^ on 
this, or the proceeding day^ in the year 312. 

llieFe is no doubt^ however^ that St.Lucian was 
in reality Lucius, the last King of Britain, tributary 
to the Roman power, who was dignified with the 
title of Saint for having embraced the Christian re- 
ligion^ although holding his crown under the Em- 
peror Marcus Aurelius. In the ** Beauties of England 
and fP'etles" is given the following account of this 
prince : " The zeal of Luchis, who was celebrated 
as the first Sovereign that embraced Christianity, is 
enveloped in a mass of legendary fable; and so im- 
probable are the transactions ascribed to him, that 
not only the relation of his conversion to the chris^ 
tian £siith has been denied, but also the fact of his 
very existence rendered questionable. On this head, 
however, it has been observed, that hardly any 
point in our national history is more positively, 
unanimously, or circumstantially asserted, not less 
by the Britons themselves, than by the Saxons, and 
other antagonists of the British writers.* Notwith- 
standing this evidence, it must be acknowledged, 
that truth and fiction are so intimately blended in 
the records which relate to Lucius, that every at- 
tempt to separate them is, perhaps, impossible. 

^^ The extended sway attributed to this King at a 
period when the greatest part of Britain was com^ 
pletely subjected to the Boipans, is probably^ of all 
the events of his history, that which renders it the 
most disputable. After his own baptism, and that 
of his Queen, and greater part of hit subjects, by 
Faganus, or Fugatius, and Duvianus, who had been 
sent fi*om Rome, for the purpose, by Pope Eleuthe- 
riuSy he is stated to have founded chiu'ches in each 

* To quota the authorities on this occasion, would be 
abnofft equivalent to making a list of all our ancient authors, 
and otiier ecclesiastical writers, who treat of the period in 
question.— l>r, Miliur^i Hiitory af Winchester. 

£3 



4!^ REMARKABLE DATS 

of the twenty-eight cities^ which subsisted in Britaia 
prior to the Roman Conquest, and which had sub- 
sequently, according to Dr. Milner, * been the chief 
seats of the Flamines, or Pagan priests; settling- 
upon the Christian priests, the revenues that the 
former had before enjoyed/ 

** * With respect to the hierarchy to be established,' 
continues Dn Milner, who supports the history of 
Lucius to its full extent, ' it seemed best to Lucius 
and his prelates, that the same should be observed, 
which before had obtained amongst the Flamines, 
according to which, London, York, and Caerleen, 
became Metropolitical Sees: hence our city of 
Venta,* though the particular object in the regard 
of Lucius, and probably the capital of his dominions, 
was, indeed left destitute of that pre-eminence, to 
which, as the chief city of the west, it was other- 
wise entitled; but, in return, it was honored with 
certain distinctions peculiar to itself. Instead of 
causing one of the Heathen temples in it to be puri- 
fied, and consecrated, for the purpose of a Christian 
church, as he did in the other cities^f he built our 
cathedral from the ground, upon a scale of gran- 
deur and magnificence which has never since been 
equalled; and he bestowed upon it the right of 
sanctuary, with other privileges.^ Moreover as in 
this city had been the chief school io the Island of 
the Pagan Flamines, so Lucius annexed to the ca- 
thedral here bl Monastery, a3 our historian § calls 
it, or rather a community of clergy, living together 

• The ancient name of the city of Winchester. 

t **Teinplis Deoruma Pag^anosa puriflcatis supenititione 
uni Bee ejusqne Sanctis ecclesias dedicantes.'^— iZudiomeV 
History. 

I This Cathedral is affirmed by Rudbome, on the autho- 
rity of Moratins, to have been 209 paces, or npwards of 600 
feet in length, and ninety-two paces in height. 

§ Radbome. 
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in common. When the cathedral was cQmpIeted, 
it was consecrated in the name of the Holy Savi- 
our; and a religious bishop, by name Denotus, was 
vested with the spiritual authority and jurisdiction 
belonging' to it/ . 

" The improbabilities of this account, circum- 
stantial as it is, are sufficiently obvious to render it 
extremely disputable, even to those who are but 
slightly acquainted with the state of Britain at the 
period here spoken of; and several judicious au- 
thors regard it as altogether fabulous. The ambi- 
guity which attends the time of the deaths of Lucius, ' 
as well as the place of his burial, has also been ad- 
vanced as an argument against the credibility of 
the events recorded in his history ; and it is certain 
that the obscurity in which these circumstances are 
involved, is calculated to excite considerable suspi- 
cion. A king who had become so famous as Lu- 
cius must have been, were the account true that 
Christianity was established throughout the Island 
by his means, could hardly have descended to the 
grave so obscurely, as to leave the period of his de- 
cease unascertained, or the place of his interment 
undecided. Winchester, as well as the other Bri- 
tish cities, has been assigned as the scene of the 
latter ; but the German writers report, (according 
to Milner) ' that a little before his death, either re- 
signing bis crown, or being dispossessed of it by the 
Romans, he went abroad, and preached the gospel 
in Bavaria, and in the country of the Grisons/ 

With the termination of the government of f.u- 
cius, tlie authority of the British Princes in this 
part of the island is said to have ended. During 
the latter part of the persecution carried on against 
the Christians by Pioclesiau about the end of the 
third, or beginning of the fourth century, the ca- 
thedral and monastery attributed to Lucius, are 
said to have been levelled with the ground, and all 
the ecclesiastics slaughtered or dispersed. 
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9. — 1829. — FABDBRICK VON SCHLBQEL DIBD, 
JETAT. 57. 

This eminent writer and lecturer was born at Han- 
over, in the year 177% ai^d was apprenticed to a mer- 
chant at Leipsig, whilst his brother, A. W.VonSchle- 
gel, was highly distinguishing himself at Gottingen. 
Frederick, however, evincing a decided distaste for 
the mercantile profession, returned upon his father's 
hands, and was permitted to follow the natural bent 
of his genius, which led him, during his sojourn at 
the universities of Gottingen and Leipsig, to devote 
himself to the study of languages with exemplary 
ardour. He entered the lists as an author at a very 
early age, attracted the attention of the public by 
the novelty of his opinions on subjects connected 
with ancient literature, and acquired no little note 
by his critical labours in the field of ancient and 
modern poesy. His first attempts, the History of 
Poetry among the Greeks and Romans^ which ap- 
peared in I7d2; and the Oreek andRomanSy which 
followed in 1797i were very favourably received. 
At a later period, particularly after his conversion 
to the Roman Catholic religion, his favourite pur- 
suit was ethics and romantic literature, in which 
departments his Prelections on German SRstory 
and History of Literature, are highly creditable to 
his attainments. His public lectures on Modem 
History, and on the Literary Annals of all nations, 
delivered in 1811-12, created a deep sensation 
throughout Germany, as combining a high degree 
of literary attainments with much originality of per- 
ception. His manner of viewing and treating these 
subjects, no less than his dramatic compositions and 
poems, afforded abundant aliment to the new school 
of the romantesque in that country, soon after its 
foundation had been laid in contradistinction to the 
'^ classicfil school," and through the chief instru- 
mentality of his brother. An over-wrought im« 
pression of the pre-eminent genius and glory of 
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the middle ages strengthened the principles his 
mind had already imbibed; and, though himself the 
son of a Protestant clergyman, he scrupled not to 
pass over to the Roman Catholic religion, within 
the exclusive pale of which he conceived the re- 
generation of that golden epocha to be placed. 
Having* prevailed upon his wife, a daughter of the 
celebrated Jewish deist, Mendelsohn, to follow his 
example, he had associated himself with Gentz and 
other converts to the same opinion, and in the year 
1808 transferred his residence to Vienna, where 
he was appointed to the situation of Couitsellor of 
Legation in the Imperial Chancery of Prince Met- , 
temich 5 and for several years conducted the affairs 
of Secretary to the Austrian Envoy at the Diet of 
Frankfort, where the fervour of religious feeling 
does not appear to have rendered him a less useful 
tool in promoting the machinations of his princely 
patron* In 1819 he w£(s allowed to retire from 
official avocations, and zealously embarked in 
labours calculated to promote the interests of the 
faith to which he had attached himself: his days 
were now absorbed by religious studies and sj^ecu- 
lations, and the fruits of his investigations were ex- 
hibited in the lectures he had begun to deliver at 
Dresden a few days before his decease, in that city. 
It is a remarkable circumstance, that the intel- 
ligence of his death so deeply affected his fellow- 
labourer and bosom friend, Adam MuUer Von 
Nuterdorf, that he died of grief the day after the 
tidings reached Vienna, 

10. — FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 

SABBATH EVENING. 
By Frederie Meller, 

last ! there is music in the air ; 

It is the sabbath evening bell, 
Chiming the vesper hour of prayer, 

O'er mountun top and lowland dell. 
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And infancy and ttge are seen 

Slow winding o'er the church-yard green. 

It is the eve of rest 1 the light 
Still lingers on the moss-grown towV, 

While to the drowsy ear of night 
Slowly it marks the evening hour. 

Tis hush'd ! and all is silent there, 

Save the fervent voice of pray'r. 

And now far down the quiet vale, 

Sweet hymnings on the air float hy ; 
Hushing the whip-poor-will's sad wail 

With its own plaintive melody. 
They breathe of peace, like the sweet strains 
That swept at night o'er Bethlem's plains. 
And heads are bowed, as the low hymn 

Steals through that gray and time-worn pile, 
And the altar hghts bum faint and dim. 

In the long and moss-grown aisle- 
And the distant foot-fall echoes Idud, 
Above that hosh'd and kneeling crowd. 
And now beneath the old elm^s shade. 

Where ikt cold mo^to^beams may not smile, 
Bright flow'rs upon the graves are laid, 

And sad tears shed unseen the while, 
'nie last sweet gift affection brings, 
To deck the earth to which it clings. 
How beautiful those simple flow'rs 

Strewn o'er that silent spot still sleep ; 
Still wet with summer's gentle showers, 

As if they too could feel and weep ! 
They fade and die ! the wintry wind 
Shall leave no trace of them behind ! 
The bright new moon hath set ; the light 

Is fading on the far blue hills ; 
And cm the passing breeze of night 

The music of their thousand rills 
Comes echoing through the twilight gray, 
With the lone watch-dog's distant bay. 
The crowd hath pass'd away ; the pray'r 

And low-breath'd evening hymn are gone ; 
The cold mist only lingers there, 

O'er the dark moss and mould'ring stone* 
A»d the stars shine brightly o'er the glen, 
Where rest the quiet homes of men. 

Atlantic Souvenir, 
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12.— 1829.— GLASGOW THSATRB BURNT. 

While rehearsing Blue Beard, the performers 
discovered the house to be on fire, and in a few 
minutes the whole building was enveloped in flames, 
so that in about two hours it was one burning mass 
of ruins. No cai^e is assigned for the accident. 
The proprietors had insured the theatre for £5500 ; 
but the manager, whose loss was about £1500, was 
uninsured. 

Dr. Cleland, in his ^^ Annals of Glasgow" thus 
describes the building :-^'' The theatre in Dunlop- 
street having been found inconvenient, and too 
small for the accommodation of the public, a mag- 
nificent one has beeii erected on the west side of 
Queen-street, on the principle of transferable shares 
of j^ each, from designs by Mr. David Hamilton. 
This buildiiig is 158 feet long, and 70 feet wide, 
calculated to contain 1500 persons, or ^£^250 per 
night, being of greater extent than any of the pro- 
vincial theatres. The e^st front of the building is 
composed of an arcade basement, supporting six 
Ionic columns SQ feet high, with corresponding 
pilasters, entablatures, and appropriate dciyices. 
The centre, or principal vestibule^ which les^s to 
the boxes by a double flight of stairs, is separated 
from the corridors by a screen, interspersed with 
Corinthian coli^mns, whiph gives the entrance a 
very impressivie eflect. The spectatory is of an 
elliptic form, displaying two tier of boxes, slips, wd 
galleries ; the prfiscenium is 30 feet wide, enriched 
with antique ornamients; and the stage balconies 
are done up in superior taste. The building and 
scenery cost upwards of £18,500." 

13.— «T. piLARY 

Was born at Poictiers, where he became bishop, 
and. defended the Catholic doctrine against the 
Arians, for which he was persecuted by their party. 
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and ultimately banished into Pbrygia in the year 
356. After undergoing many sufferings (according 
to Butler) be returned to Poictiers, resumed his 
episcopal power, worked many miracle?, and died 
on the 13tn of January 368: other authorities 
say that he died during his exile ^ the former, 
however, is the most accredited account. 

13. — FBAST OF LANTBRNS. 

In China this is a celebrated festival, held from 
the 13th to the 16th of the first month; so called 
from the immense number of lanterns hung out of 
the houses and streets, which it is said are no less 
than two hundred millions. On this day are ex- 
posed lanterns of all prices, whereof some are said 
Co cost 2000 crowns. Some of the grandees re- 
trench somewhat every day out of the regular ex- 
pences of their table, dress, equipage, &c. to appear 
the more magnificent in their lanterns. They are 
adorned with gilding, sculpture, painting, japan- 
ning, &c. and their size is extravagant, some being 
from 25 to 35 feet diameter, representing halls and 
chambers. Two or three such machines together 
woul^ make handsome houses; so that in China 
they are able to eat, lodge, receive visits, hold balls 
and act plays in a lantern. To illuminate them, 
they light up in them an incredible number of 
torches or lamps, which at a distance have a beau- 
tiful effect. In these they exhibit various kinds of 
shows to divert the people. Besides these enor- 
mous lanterns, there is a multitude of smaller ones, 
each about four feet high and one and a half 
broad. — Plat fa Book of CuriosttieSy p. 621. 

15. 1829, THOMAS SANDERSON DIED, iETAT. 70. 

This unfortunate man, the son of the Rev. Mr, 
Sanderson, of Sebergham, Cumberland, was born 
in 1758. Having received a classical education, he 
subsisted as a schoolmaster until the period of his 
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fadielr's death, when, becoming possessed of a small 
property, and having an aversion to the bustle of 
the world, he retired to a humble dwelling on Ae 
romantic banks of the river Lyne, Here he pur- 
sued his studies, and being fond of literary pursuits, 
oommenced author, by contributing various pieces 
in prose and poetry to the Cumberland P^cke^ then 
the only paper in Cumberland. On the establish- 
ment of the Carlisle Journal, he occasionally contri- 
buted to that, and in 1800, published a volume of 
" Original Poems"; some of which possess consi- 
derable merit. The following, from the volume, 
although not the best, {Hresents a faithful picture df 
the author's peaceful and humble mind: 

Heayen ! while Ambition's sons aspire 
To reach the heights of wealth and power, 

O let me to the vale retire. 
Where quiet twines her silent bower. 

There let my humble heart receive, 
The bliss that peaceful life affords ; 

Another's pleasures let me give, 
To gratulation's lively chords. 

Or 'mid the shade of human days, 
With kindred sadness let me roam ; 

Catch the long sigh misfortune pays, 
And make Compassion's cell my home. 

Hence in each tender feeling tried. 

My lowly lot I'll prize the more ; 
And thoughtful o'er life's ocean glide, 

Till silent rest the dashing oar ! 

His longest prose work is, jin Essay on the man- 
ners and customs of the Cumberlaml Peasantry, 
prefixed to the last edition of Robert Anderson's 
Poems. He was nearly related to Brown, the Afri- 
can traveller; memoirs of whose life he had nearly 
completed. This and the arrangement of a quan- 
tity of pieces in prose and verse had long occupied 
his attention, and having sat up late on the night of 
the 14th of January, he is supposed to have left 
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some stiekf burning in the grate, which feU 0f^% Md 
ignked a pile of faggots laying in one corner of Ihe 
cott^e: tbes^ fioon comm^unioated to the building, 
and when the do^r was forced open, the unfiH?tl|iiate 
occHipant was foupd laying on tibe flooi? alipoi^ sur- 
rounded by flames; a fanner with difficulty dragiged 
him out, but as life seemed extinct, and tb^body dread- 
fully scorched, it was left on the green, and every 
epcertiQn used to arrest the progre^ of the flamies. 
On relprning to the green, Iu)weyer, the body had 
disappeared, and on searching^ Mr. Sander$Qi;ir was 
found leaning against a t^ee^ whither be«bad crawL*- 
i^d an returning animation. His first exqlamatioa 
was, ^^ For God's sake let me have a bed to die on ; 
I shall not be long in this world," He was then 
taken to a farm house and put to bed, where he ex- 
pired the next day. His manuscripts were very 
numerous, be anxiously enquired after their fate, 
and when told they had fallen a prey to the flames, 
he said, *^ Then all -is lost." His manner evinced a 
deep concern for the fate of his literary fame. 

Mr. Sanderson lived alone in a small cottage. 
His character was marked by many harmless eccen- 
tricities; but his talents, and mild and peaceful dis- 
position, gained him the respect of all who knew 
him. He was passionately fond of rural scenery 
and no inducement could prevail upon him to quit 
the delightful scenes amongst which he luxuriated 
on the banks of the Lyne. 

18- ^ST. PBiSCA, 

A Roman lady, earty converted to Chrisliaidly ; 
which Tefbsing to abgure, she was hott*ibly torliared 
abd beheaded in the time of the Emperor Claudttis, 
in Uie:yesur 275. 

18. — 1829. SIR WILLIAM CURTIS DIED, -SETAT. 77' 

This well-known citizen was the son of a biscuit 
baker at Wapping, who supplied the greater part 
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of the shipping ynth sea biseviit. Basiy bred td 
busipies^, the subject of ihto nkemrir, itnder the 
euD^l<^^^ very ivdufitrjowpi^fenl^ tirw Ud to 
ca}iio)9te.its.vftriou& and .extensiro beiidit«i aad to 
eoBAider it 9$ a ikity md a pteasure^ Being stteng^ 
nAami^ aod active, he was by iftatui^e fitte^. ior the 
biisde of the world, and his foresight and piroaiptfr* 
tude atways led hia^ to ayail bimlilf of fiilBt oppor- 
tonitiefi* Ffom his original business,, he first dl^ 
TGifped. into the pursuil;^ the Qr&enlAiui.and Soutb 
SeafiflheFiest and when his wealth.bedeom&ieri' 
ably- eecunmiated^ engaged m the baekhig^house 
lattf^rly . known by the firm of Curtis^ Robarts^ 
aad GsirtiB^. 

In t|ie ye^r 1785 he wfis. ehciseii Ald^raian of 
'firarer Ward, aed ia^ 1789r90 served the oOfie of 
sberiff* A dissolut^ion' of parlianleiit occurring in 
1790^he:put up for the eityi aed eaine in at the 
be^of ^eppU. Itk 1795, while fiUin^ tbeeivic 
ehtifr he.waa honqred with. a bai^onetcy. After 
liaT^Wg represented the city of Louidon for twenty •- 
eigM year^ duriog fiive successive parliliments, he 
siSfeteft the morikificalioiil. of being liigdeted in the 
etectlo9: of 1819: he was, faowev^, returned foe 
JUelehingly^ Id^ 1^0, at another eleetion. Sir 
WUIlafU. was again returned for the city ; but on: 
the dissolution of parliament in 1826 he declined 
his rfhel6eti0u for the eity^ and wa^ returned for 
Hastiiiigs : the following year he retired from 'the 
Houae of Commons altogether, and lived principally 
at bif :rfiid.eace atRamsgate, i^Hiere he d^d, greatly 
regretted by the inhabitants. 

In his public character. Sir William Curtis pre- 
sent^ a complete specimen of a loyal, patriotic, 
munificent, and socially benevolent citizen. Born 
and educated near the city, and esirly acquainted 
witb cofOimerce in a variety of its branches, be be-' 
came » vety acdve and serviceable Member of Par« 
F 3 
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liftment. He was not a polished orator^ and he 
would hare scorned the affectation of one : plain^ 
simliley and energetic in the delivery of his senti- 
ments^ he tmsted to the substance of what he had 
to say to command attention. His politics were 
once expressed in the brief sentence, ** I fear 0od 
and honor the King/' 

Dr. Johnstone, in his biography of Dr. Parr, says^ 
^' As a party man. Sir William Curtis had risen to 
eminence among his fellow citizens, and to high 
reputation as an Englishman. By a popular elec- 
tion, in the most populous and most commercial 
city of the most enlightened country of the civi- 
lized world, he was chosen to represent the livery- 
men of London in parliament ; and for thirty-six 
years, wiA the exception of one parliament only, 
he ccmtinued their representative. By activity in 
buaness, his deep searching sagacity, and his native 
powers of intellect, he gained their confidence and 
deserved it. With manly boldness he avowed his 
opinions, and his constituents were never deluded 
by false colours or hypocritical pretences. During 
the whole of his political life he was a tory in prin- 
ciple and practice ; and with a firm step and un- 
altered steadiness, he supported the measures of 
the government during tl^ perilous times of the 
French war." 

Only six days previous to the death of Sir 
William, bis younger brother, the Rev. Charles 
Curtis, died at Solihull, Warwickshire, of which 
place he was rector, as well as of St. Martin's, 
Birmingham. 

19. — 1829. — ^MARQUIS OF ANGLBSBA QUITB 
IRELAND. 

On this day the Marquis resigned his Vice-regal 
dignity in Ireland, in consequence of some ims- 
understanding in the Cabinet on the question of 



Catholic EmaneipiitioQ. He had held his office 
less than a year^ but in that short space had gained 
tlie confidence of the peoptej aiMl rendered greater 
service to Ireland than any preYious Lord Liente^ 
iiaM. On quitting Dublin the principal shops were 
shut, and at an early hour the streets were thronged 
with all classes bf society. He embarked at Kings- 
town» amid the cheei*s of assembled thousands. 

20.— ST. FABIAN. 

Fabian was a bishop of Rome from the years 239 
to 253, and suffered martyrdom under the Dio- 
clesian persecution. 

20»*«H^* AGNBS' £VB. 

This night was formerly much venerated by 
young maidens who wished to know when and who 
they should marry. It was required that on this day 
they should not eatj which was called fasting St. 
Agnes' fast. This custom , however, is now almost 
unknown, and probably, very little would have been 
r^ollected in the nineteenth century, had not the 
talented and unfortunate Keats made it the subject 
of one of his sweet and original poems^ Hie foK 
lowing are a few stanzas from it. 

St. Agnes' Eve? Ah, bitter chill H was I 

The owl, for all his feathers, was a^old ; 

The hare limp'd trembling throagh tfte frozen grass, 

Aad silent was the flock in woolly fold% 

* ♦ ♦ ♦ • % 

They told her how upon St. Agnes' Eve 
Toung virgins might have visions of delight^ 
And soft adorings from their loves receivi 
Upon the honey'd middle of the nighty ' 
If oereauxBies due they did aright; 
Af #«Fperle9S to bed they mast retire. 
And coach sapine their beauties, lily white ; 
If or look behind, nor sideways^ bat require 
OfMeav^, with anward eyes, for all that tiiey demte^ 

3 V 



lier Tomers done, 

Of all its wreathed pearls her hair she frees ; 
Unclasped her warmed jewels one by one ; 
Loosens her fragrant bodice ; by degrees 
Her ridi attire creeps rasttiBg to her knees : 
Half hidden, like a mermaid in sea-weed, 
Pensive awhile she dreams awake, and sees. 
In fancy, fair St. Agnes in her bed, 
Bat dares not look behind, or all the charm is fled. 

21.— ST. AGNES. 
PRAYER TO ST. A0NE8. 

From the Lutin, hy Bishop Patrick, 

Agnes, who art the Lamb's chaste spouse, 

Enlighten thon onr minds within ; 
Not only lop the spreading bonghSy 

Bat root oat of as every sin. 

O, Lady, singalarly great. 
After this state, with grief opprest. 

Translate as to that quiet seat 
Abov6, to triamph with the blest. 

St. Agnes^ according to Butler^ suffered martyr^ 
dom about the year 304, when only thirteen years 
old. Rabadeneira relates, that she was to have 
been burned^ and was put into the fire for that pur* 
pose, but the flames refusing to touch her^ divided 
on each side, burnt some of the bystanders, and 
then quenched; her persecutors then resorted to 
the sword, and cut her head off at one blow. Ac- 
cording to St. Ambrose, her riches and beauty 
excited the youtig nobles of Rome to vie with each 
other in endeavouring to gain her in marriage. 
Her answer invariably was, that she had consecrated 
herself to a heavenly spouse, who could not be 
beheld by mortal eyes. Her suitors, finding all 
their arts unavailable, accused her to the governor 
as a Christian, under an idea, that threats might 
effect more than persuasion. The governor u^ed 
mild expostulations, and threats of vengeance, but 
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each were alike useless: she pemsted, in repeating! 
that she could have no other spouse than Jesus 
Christ; and finding even tortures useless, she .was 
condemned to die: which sentence she received 
with complacency and even delight* The specta- 
tors wept, to see so beautiful and tender a viigin 
led to execution; but she bowed her neck to adore 
God as she received the stroke of death* Her body 
was buried at a small distance from Rome, near the 
Normentian road. A church was built on the spot 
in the time of Constantino the Greats and was re- 
paired by Pope Honorius, in the seventh century. 
It was in the hands of canon regulars, standing 
without the walls of Rome^ until the year 1797* 

Ha: legend says, that in eight days after her 
death, she came to her parents arrayed in white, 
attended by virgins with garlands of pearls, and a 
lamb whiter than snow. From this circumstance 
she is generally represented with a lamb by her 
side. From this arose the custom formerly observed 
on St. Agnes' day, of bringing two white lambs to 
the altai*, upon which they were laid while the 
offerhig was sung. These consecrated animals were 
afterwards shorn, and palls made from their fleeces, 
which the Pope sold to the Bishops at great a price. 

' Bat where was Agnes at that time ?^who offev'd ap, and 

how. 
The two white lambes ! where then was masse, as it is noed 

now? 
Tea, where was then the Popish state, and dreadful 

monarchee? 
Sure in St. Austen's time there were no palles at Bome to 

see.' 

Here are many superstitions still attached to this 
day. Among ihe Aubrey MSS. at Oxford, are some 
of a very curious character, and illustrative of an- 
dent customs: the following extract may not be 
inappropriately introduced here. 
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St^akfaig (tf charms to drvsam bf, he mf»i ^^ Tbe 
i«p]£ben bdve seirei«al magic ftecreifi banded dowa %o 
tlMnn by tradition for this purpose^ as on St. Agnes* 
nighty 31 St of January, take a row of pins, and pull 
out every one; one after another^ saying u pater- 
nocter, or dur father, sticking a pin in your sleeve^ 
and you will dream of him or her you shall marfy. 
{ten J<^nson in one of his masks, makes mention 
(^this:^ 

* 'And on street A ^e«' night 
Ple«S0 you witk the pv<»bis'd sight ; 
Some of liusbadda, some of lovers, 
Which an empty dream discoTers/ 

".An<^h^r metbqd used by love-sick girU, was, feu 
sl^^p.in aooupty not their usual residence, where 
tb^y knit the left-legged garter round their right* 
legged stocking, leaving the other garter^ and 
other stocking untouched; in this way tbey tbeo 
repeated the following lines, knitting a knot at eaoh 
co|»ma: — 

' This knort I knit, ' 

To know the tlnng I ktiow not yet ) 

That I may see 

The man that shall my husband he ; 

How he goes and how he wears, 

And what he does aU the days/ 

^^ The next dream upon the subject^ represented 
the gentleman to the lady's ardent gaze^ bearang a 
badge of his occupation* 

^* A lady acknowledged (to Aubrey) that she had 
practised the incantation, and was favored with a 
viskm$ about two or three years after^ as she 
was one sunday at church, up pops a young Oxonian 
in the pulpit ; she cried out presently to her sister, 
this Is the very face of the man I saw in iny dream : 
he became her husband. Sir William Soames' lady 
did the like. 

" Another way, is to charm, the mom thus : — at the 
first appearance of the new moon after new yearns 
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day; go 001 in the eveniitg^ and stood ovjer.the bftrs 
yf a gale or atile, looking <hi the moon, and aay» 

* AH hail to thee, moon, all hail to thee, 

I pray thee good moon reveal to me 

T&s night who my good hasband mast be/ 

you must presently after go to bed. I knew two 
gentlewomen that did thus when tbey were young 
maids, and they had dreams of those that married 
them." 

2L— 1793. IdOUIS XVI. BBHBADBD. 

The 31 St day of the month proved singularly 
ominous and fatal to the French Monarch ; on the 
SI St of April, 1770, he had been married: 2l8t of 
June, 1770, the fSte on account of his nuptials was 
celebrated, when 1500 persons were trampled to 
death : on the 21st of January, 1782, the festival on 
the birth of the dauphin took place : on the 2l8t of 
Jtme, 1791, he began his flight to Varennes : on the 
2l8t of September, 1792, royalty was abolished in 
France; and on the 21st of January, 1793, he was 
beheaded, by means of the guillotine, on the Place 
Louis the Fifteenth. 

22. — ST. VINCENT. 

St. Vincent was a deacon in the Spanish church 
and bom at Osca, now called Huesca, in Grt^nada. 
He suffered martyrdom during the Dioclesian per- 
secution in the year 304, by being laid on buroing 
coals: the body was afterwards thrown into a 
manriiy field, where, Butler affirms, in was defend- 
ed by a crow from wild beasts and birds of prey. 

It was formerly a practice to notice whether the 
sun shone on this day ; and there is an old latin 
distich recording the injunction which may be thus 
Englished : — 

Remember on St. Vincent's day 
If that the son his beams display. 
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Dr. Fbmer $tippos«»tbto command to lime ai-ideiif 
from a suppositkm, thait tbe mn vrould not shine 
ominously on the day whereon the saint was .burnt. 

23.-<-l829. — mn bight rbv. bishop ^rANSBR died, 

-ffiTAT. 68. 

The Right Rev. Robert Statiser. late Bishop of 
Nova Scotia, died stlddenly at hk re^enee at 
Hampton. •^ He wa« of St. John^s College, Cam- 
bridge, LL,6. 1789; and after nearly thirty years 
of laborious service a^ Bf missionajy from.lbe Society 
for the Propagation of the Gospel, in the province 
of Nova Scotia, North America, was consecrated 
in the year 1816 bishop of that province, at the. 
urgent and unanimous desire of the whole com- 
munity. The highest and the, lowest, churchmen 
and dissenters^ on that occasion, were all anxious 
to testify to his worth, and to evince their affection, 
for him. But short mdeed was the period allowed 
him for exertion in the high station he was chosen 
to fill I for the diseases contracted in .a. severe 
climate from exposure a^d fatigue, under circum- 
stances very far different from those now in ex- 
istence, began too soon to prey upon his frame, 
and rendered him incapable of attending to his 
ardnous charge; in ocmsetiHeBce of* which, bis 
Mi^sty, in the year 1825, was pleased to allow him 
to retire, and in liumble seelimpn he passed the 
remwMler of hi$ life. Devoid altogether of pride^. 
possessing a benevolent heart, of endearmg and 
aflkctkmate manners, he lived beloved and respected^ 
and died sincerely lamented. — Oetitleman's Ma-^ 
gazine. 

THE DYING CHRISTIAN. 

When life's tempestuous stoiais are o'er, 
How calm he meets the friendly shore, 

Who lived averse to sin : 
Such peace on Yirtn^'s path attends, 
That where the simMar's pleastires ends. 

The g^ood man's joys bej^n. 
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See nttUins Pati^iice sooft liis brpw I 
See bending aogeJU downward bow ! 

To lift bis soul on higb ; 
While eager for the blest abode, 
fie joing witb them tognraiso the God 

Who taught, bim how to die. 

The horrors t>f the graie, and heli, 
Those horrors which the wicked feeJ^ 

In Tain tiieir gloom display ; 
For he who bids yon comet bum, 
Or makes the night descend, can turn 

Their dasekness into day. 

No sorrow drowttift his Med eyes, 
No horror wrests the struggling sighs, 

As from^the sinner's breast ; 
His God, the God of peace and love, 
Pours kindly solace nrom above, 

And heals his soul with rest. 

O grant, my Saviour, and my friend, 
Sudi joys may gcdld my peaceful end, 

And calm my evening close ; 
While loosM from ev'ry eacthly tie, 
With steady confidence I fly 

To Him from whence I rose. 

23. 1906. RIGHT HON. WILLIAM PITT DIED. 

This eminent statesman commenced his parlia- 
mentary career early in life^ having taken his seat 
soon after he came of age« He bad not long been 
a member when he was attacked by Sir Robert 
Walpole, and taunted with his youth, to which Pitt 
replied in a speech which might be regarded as a 
model for young men to imitate. It is worthy pre- 
senration, and will justify insertion on this day. 

** Sir j— The atrocious crime of being a young man, 
which the honorable gentleman has, with such 
spirit and decency, charged upon me, I shall neither 
attempt to palliate nor deny, but content myself 
with wishing that I may be one of those whose 
follies may cease with their youth, and not of that 
number who are ignorant in spite of experience. 
Whether youth can be imputed to any man as a 
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reproach, I will not, Sir, assume the province of 
determining ; — but surely age may become justly 
contemptible, if the opportunities which it brings 
have past away without improvement, and vice 
appears to prevail when the passions have subsided. 
The wretch, who after having seen the oonso- 
qu€inces of a thousand errors, continues still to 
blunder, and whose age has only added obstinacy 
to stupidity, is surely the object either of abhor« 
rence or contempt, and deserves not that his grey 
hairs should secure him from insult. Much more^ 
Sir, is he to be abhorred, who, as he advanced in 
age has receded from virtue, and becomes more 
wicked with less temptation; — who prostitutes 
himself for money which he cannot enjoy, and 
spends the remains of his life in the ruin of his 
country. But youth. Sir, is not my only crime; 
I have been accused of acting a theatrical part. 
A theatrical part may either imply some peculi- 
arities of gestures, or a dissimulation of my real 
sentiments, and an adoption of the opinions and 
language of another man. 

" In the first sense, Sir, the charge is too trifling 
to be confiited, and deserves only to be mentioned 
to be despised. I am at liberty, like every other 
man, to use my own language ; and though, per* 
haps, I may have some ambition to please this 
gentleman, I shall not lay myself under any re- 
straint, nor very solicitously copy his diction, or 
his mien, however matured by age, or modelled 
by experience. If any man shall, by charging me 
with theatrical behaviour, imply that I utter any 
sentiments but my own, I shall treat him as a 
calumniator and a villain, nor shall any protection 
shield him from the treatment he deserves. I shall 
on such an occasion, without scruple, trample 
upon all those forms with which wealth and dignity 
intrench themselves, uor shall any thing but age 
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restrimi nay resentment; — age, which always brings 
one* privilege, that of being insolent and super- 
cilioiis without punishment. But with regard. Sir, 
to those whom I have oflended, I am of opinion, 
that if I had acted a borrowed part, I should have 
aroiSed their censure ; the heat that offended them 
is the ardour of conviction, and that zeal for the 
service of my country, which neither hope nor fear 
shall influence me to suppress. I will not sit un- 
concerned while my liberty is invaded, nor look in 
silence upon public robbery. I will exert my en- 
deavours at whatever hazard, to repel the aggressor, 
and drag the thief to justice, whoever may protect 
them in their villany, and whoever may partake in 
their plunder.'* 

25. — CONVBBSION OV ST. PAUL. 

Paul, originally named Saul, was of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a native of Tarsus, in Cilicia, and of th^ 
sect of the Pharisees. He was first li persecutor of 
the Church, afterw&rds a disciple of Jesus Christy 
and apostle of the Gentiles. Bishop Pearce conjec- 
tures that he changed his Hebrew name Saul to the 
Roman name Paul, from respect to his first Roman 
convert, Sergius Paulus (Acts, xiii. 7)« He was a 
Roman citizen {Acts, xxii. 27, 28^, because Augus- 
tus had given the freedom of Rome to all the 
freemen of Tarsus, in consideration of their firm 
adherence to his interests* It is probable that be 
laid the foundation of those literary attainments, 
for which he was so eminent in the fiiture part of 
bis life, at his native city of Tarsus ; and he after- 
wards studied the law of Moses, and the traditions 
of the eldars, at Jerusalem, under Gamaliel, a cele- 
brated Rabbi, 

Paul imbibed a most violent hatred against the 
Christians ; and, when Stephen was stoned, he held 
the raiment of his murderers, and afterwards set 
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out for Damascus to iinpri9on the diaeiples;'btit a 
supernatural vision coverted his rancour into zeal 
for the faith. After thi$ be beeame a ^tingi:Mi6d 
preacher of Christianity. His eloquence was $o 
great that it made Felix tremble, converted THomy^ 
sius the areopagite at Athens, and drewfrotnl^n* 
ginus expressions of admiration. The Episltes erf* 
St. Paul are models of pathetic remonstranee and 
close reasoning. He endured great labours' and 
sufferings in the cause of Christ, and was at last pat 
to death, by Nero the emperor, probably in the year 
65. Dr. Paley observes, ^Hhat in Paul we have a 
man of liberal attainments, and in other respects of 
sound judgment, who bad devoted his life to the 
service of the Gospel. We see him, in die prose* 
cution of his purpose, travelling from country to 
country, enduring every species of hardship, enfeoun- 
tering every extremity of danger, assaulted by the 
populace, punished by the ma^tmtes, seonrged, 
beat, stoned, left for dead ) expecting, wherever lie 
came, a renewal of the same* treatment ud fiie 
same dangers ; yet, when driven from one city, 
preaching in the next ; spending his whole time in 
the employment 3 sacrificing to it his pleasures, his 
ease, his safety; persisting in this course to his old 
age ; unaltered by the experience of perverseness, 
ingratitude, prejudice^ desertion; unsubdued by 
anxiety, want, labour, persecutions ; unwearied by 
long confinement, undismayed by the prospeet of 
death. Such was St. Paul.*' 

The Epistle to the Romims was placed before the 
other Epistles of St^ Paul, not because it was first in 
order of time, but because of the dignity of the im- 
perial city, to which it is directed, or because of the 
excellence of the matter which it contains. Thfa 
Epistle was written from Corinth, tlie capital eity 
of Achaiu in Greece, A. D. 58, being the fourth year 
of the emperor Nero> just before St. Paul set out 
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Cmt Jeracalem wUh the cotttribtttions which the 
Cfaristaiiis of Macodonia add Achaia bad made for the 
ralirf<tf thek pooi brel^en in Judea (Rom. itv, 25> 
26, AerSy xx. 1). It was transcribed^ or written £ks 
St. Paul dictated it, by Tertius (Rom. xvi. 22) ; and 
the pers<m who conveyed it to Rome was Phoebe 
(Roif« xvu 1)« a deaconess of the Church at Cen- 
chf ea. St. Faul, when he wrote this Epistle, had not 
be^a at Rome (Rom. I. 13, xv. 23); but he had 
beard an account of the state of the Church in that 
dty from Aquila and PrisciIla,'two Christians, who 
were banished from thence by the edict of Claudius, 
and with whom he resided during his first visit to 
Corinth. 

S%. Panrs design in this Epistle was to heal cer- 
tain disputes which then prevailed among the 
Chrlaiians at Rome^ and divided the converted Jews 
and Oentlies^ The Jews clahned a superiority over 
the Oaartileiy on account of their birthright, and the 
pronuses made to their fathers; while the Grentiles 
GOOtcaided for the merit of their philosophers and 
legislators, and bitterly reproached the Jews with 
Aar inidettty towards God, and a violation of his 
lawsv 

T^ settle liiiese eontefitions, St* Paul applies him* 
self to resfiraiii the presumption of both parties. 
He allows that neitiier of them could pretend to any 
merits or bad aay reiMon to glory, or boast of their 
Toeatioi^ which proceeded purely from the grace 
and mercy of 6od« He asserts there is but one 
Oody who is the Qod and Father of all mankind, 
boih Jews and (xen tiles $ and that under the Gospel 
there is no difference between Jews and Gentiles. 
The argiUiientative part of l3ie Epistle reaches to 
the twelfth ehapler, fi^m which, to the end, the 
apoiatle proceeds to enforce that disposition and 
those duties which are suitable to the Christian 
profomMk^^Fiatfi Self Interpreting Teitammt. 
6 2 
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This day formeriy was bdieVed to have an ih- 
fluence on the whole year> and the popular belttf is 
thus noticed in an old book^ called ^//f/brcr# 
Natjitre's iSecrets. 

If St. Paul's Day be fair and clear, 
It doth betide a happy year ; 
Bat if it chance to snow or rain, 
Then will be dear all kinds of grain : 
If clouds or mists do dark the skie. 
Great store of birds and beasts shall die ; 
And if the winds do fly aloft. 
Thai wars shall yex the kingdoms oft. 

Gay, too, notices these prognostics in these 

lines: — 

Let no such vulgar tales debase thy mind. 

Nor Paul, nor Swithin, rule the clouds and wind. 

Dr. Forster says, "that the festival of St. Paul's 
conversion has sdways been reckoned ominous of 
th^ future weather of the year, in various oonntri^ 
remote from each other/* 

Bourne says, *' How it came to have liiis particu- 
lar knack of foretelling the good or ill fortune of the 
following year, is no easy matter to find out. The 
monks, who were undoubtedly the first who made 
this wonderful observation, have taken e&re it 
should be handed down to posterity; but why, or 
for what reason, they have taken care to coiiceal. 
St. Paul did indeed labour more abundantly than 
all the apostles ; but never that I heard in the sci- 
ence of astrology : and why this day should there- 
fore be a standing almanack to the world, rather 
than the day of any other Saint, will be pretty hard 
to find out.'' 

Many churches have been consecrated to the 
memory of St. Paul, but no architect ever did so 
much honor to the Apostle as Sir Christopher 
Wren, in the erection of the magnificent cathedral 
in London. This structure was begun in 1^5^ 
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and completed in 1710| at the eost of a raMlkm and 
a half sterling. 




25,— 1829, WIIXIAM SHiaLD J>IBD, iBTAT. 80. , 

Shield, who, as a composer, may be said to have 
beempeeuliarly English, was bom ih<tbe vHlage of 
SwalweU,, in . the county of Durham, and was first 
tangly, tp modulate his voice ai^ practice the vio* 
lin, when he was only six yoars old, by his ff^her, a 
Sij;^|fiilg Master; and subsequently received ^ few 
laasQQS pf tboroii^h bass, in his infancy/ from the 
celebrated AvisoD, of Newcastle. At the death of 
liisjfodier, l^e was bound by indenture to Edward 
Oayison^ boat-builder, m §outh Shields ; < and, dur- 
ingtds a{)|>rentic^hip, led the Newcastle Subscrip- 
tion Cwcerts^ where he repeatedly played the solo 
p^M^^f Geminani's and Giardini*s concertos. His 
fii:st attempt in composition, was setting the music 
to^n4>de for tbeopening of the Freemason's Lodge, 
ait^Siindecland, written .by a gentleman at HuU, 
la^^^4eceased^ Having produced to admired spe-^ 
cimen of sacred music, when the new church was 
toi4>e>coQ5eccated at Suoderlfmd, be was requested 
to rotP^Mpise the anthem, wbich was performed by 
the^«then,eicceUent .Durham choir, to an immense 
congregation. At Scarborough, in the fashionable 
spii«ea9on, he was the oocasional leader of the con- 

g3 
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0efft% aiid;th< e^mmaA.cme in Urn otriiettva of lk» 
tbealre, for which he composed manysoaga, wviilea 
by the late ingenious pastoral poet CiinniDgbam, 
who was an actor in Bates's company at tliat period. 
At one of the concerts, he was importuned by tbe 
late eminent professors, Fischer aiid Borghi, to fill 
a vacant seat io^the orchestra of the Italian Opera 
House, which gratifying offer was mo«t readily ac- 
cepted, and thttt gineat musical general, Giardini, 
placed him in the rank of tbe second violi9^^ but 
tbe following seapoq tbe late exceUent leader, Mr. 
Cramer, removed him to tb« prineipiJ viota, at 
which post he remained eighteen years, in the course 
of which time he produced upwards pf twenty 
operas for Caiman's andforCovent-gardenTbeaU^ : 
^ tbe latter he becimie the Masleal Director, ^i^ 
was abooppointed one of tbe Muaiciaos in Orriinarr 
to bis Majesty, His engageaients eomprbed Bam 
and Abel's cone^rts, ths PnofesskMuil Conotrts, the 
iindies^ Fridi^ concert, tibe grand Sonday concerta^ 
umA the Wiednesdajr oonoert af indent Mwie; 
Imm tiMe lattar of i^^cfa he withdrew, as the 
necessary attendance at the Momfaqr^s rabeMMl 
jknerfeiied wUh im Theatrical duty; bnt Lord 
SMdwicb, who was the influential Mend of M#. 
Hmrris and ^oali BaCes, cpptmanded ^ i^etum 
4oa duty wjucb he aimsi^is perfonaed with proitaMe 
pleasuae^ wnd <at bat reUn^ished with moiti^nc 
fogret. Siueld had iba good fortune, atMiua tfate 
tim^if to tnurel from Londpn to IViplow with the 
greatest ef anstramental composers, Hajwln | ^aad 
OQiwideeed Aat he gained asore iinpartant isfofaMik- 
llon by few days' eomnManioa wick that foundvof 
a s^le mbkh has gimti Ame to so aiMy iadMMi, 
tban^ever be ^d by tbaibestdireeted studies hi>aB^ 
^r years mf any part of Ualifo. In the summer >oif 
1?91 jbe«ioattiMnlad his eio^-aordinary ebnntrjwaa 
lUMmftoPniJs; fram wliieb ci^ lie prooaedbdto 
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htfliicili^ vmt^ ^mous to prqri^ (l^ir tmP^ by hsmg 
imSCfim iMfid ppectetprs of operiK^ perl9rfMQC«f 
m XturiAt Milw, Bok)gaa, Piacenzai rmm% J^odj^ 
Moiteng^ Flarence» Sienna, and Bome* Tbws Im 
nstmMfM^ stalionfry uatil W l;>ecaKae faiai^Ui^r wUfo 
tbetd^ioct of hi^jpumey; after which he monci^ 
wUb $he courier to Turint and Ihence rei^mn^d Ml 
179^ ^ resume jbis situations in iondoii. 

Sooa after thk period he publiab^d bi» well* 
known '^ J^rofjluction tQ Harmony" At tb^ deatjh 
(^Sir WiUiain Parsons, in I8i7» His Majesty ap^ 
potf^ed bi^i Master of his Musicians in Ordimiry. . 

iiia dramatic oompositiona were very numeroii% 
and eiainendy. 8ueee»rful, ameng which were^r 
fiwina^ The Poor Soldier, The Farmer, The FM^ 
id 39Con, li^lford Bridge, The Woodnian, Th» 
Ti«t€|lers in 3wit2erland« Robin Hop4i AbrpfM;! aod 
at ^iom0f Fountauibleau, JL^ock and ^ey, Neti^^ 
Mb9fy Two Faces under a Hood, £^e. He ai«o 
OQW^pWffi excellent songs, particularly The TM^ 
O bring me Wine, Tbe Wolf, By the dwp Ninf^ 
Tt»e Poet Captain, Old TowUr, Tom U9^f Tte 
J^CQ w4 Old Englnpd, nnd a mo^ Ani^Ate Treftt 
tipp 4m Harmony. 

To the merits of Shield as a compo«e^f the ^How^ 
m9 Iw^m^ny itppeared some years igo in <^ ?% 
(j^Wfl9P|^4^ ify^gl E^view.''rrrrf^ L^Ae a^ b^ appeaiv 
^, he«(vuck ieut: t#r hii^isdf a style oi wf iti»g» f^^^ 
dm$U^ mad Qri^a)« His groM promHiWt fi^li^rmsr 
tc(ri9lMSthPW^?«er, is ^simplicity. Mi^ ^ompoe^r hm 
«mr ntpreo eo &«^ notes into ^nch tweet wd im^ 
fffim^m ineh)die9» while, the co^tiruction of ^b^ 
h§» mi barwony' is aiifce nalwal, e«iy, and nnf^** 
ttctfti. We cannot <4)en one of his Op^as without 
hmg ipataatly captivated with this (pality of bis 
muspc* in sudi delight^ little eap^frininmeftts as 
Mu^and B^Hona^ his airs breathe all tk^&^wm, 
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and piirity, and beauty of rural life, though tbe 
more ornamented and difficult parts are carried far 
beyond the common style of bravura. Shield ap- 
pears to have been singularly fortunate in the great 
liom'pass and agility of the female singers for ^ihom 
he wrote his airs of execution. In Marian there is 
an hautboy s6n1g of amazing extent and much com- 
plication. In most of his works where he introduces 
bravurasy we find passages combining the difficul- 
ties of execution, in a manner which, if not abso- 
lutely new, lays considerable claims to novelty, and 
ftUl df tbe same ingenious cast of expression that is 
discernible throughout all the parts of his style. 
Perhaps no writer is so remarkable for songs con- 
taining so much that is 8t)*ictly national. After 
Purcell, we consider Shield to be the finest and 
most perfect example of really English writers. 
Ballads, in all the different modes of sentiixient and 
description, abound in his Operas. Sea and hunt- 
ing songs, the rural ditty, the conviifial song and 
glee, the sweet sentimental ballad, are so frequent, 
that indeed, with the occasional interposition of 
songs of execution, they may be said to make up 
the customary and continual alterations fi*om air to 
air. It will strike the observer, as singular, that the 
later composers for the stage should have made so 
little'use of the minor key. Shield has applied it iii 
a most beautifiil manner. In the course of our 
study and analysis of his conipositions, we have 
been led from time to time to regret the incessant 
appetite for novelty in the public, which calls for 
such continual change of food, and that cab lure> 
as ' from this fiiir mountain.' but too often ^ to bat- 
ten on a moor/ • Yet, nevertheless, the caste of our 
own age bears us out in the belief, that as much of 
Mr. 'Shield's music will descend to posterity, car* 
rying ti4lb it the intrinsic marks of English genius, 
08 of any other writer since the days of Arne." 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OP WILLIAM 
SHIELD. 

BT JOHN TAYLOR. 

SttiELPy all thy ijriends will on thy memory dwells 
For all who knew thy merits loT€Mi thee 'Well ; 
And, searching^ thro' thy life. Mi well tiiey know 
A host ei fnoidB were thine, and not one foe. 
7ho' pore thy taste, and tho' thy genins bright, 
Tet Science led thee with her gaiding light ; 
Nor were thy sweetest and thy noblest strains 
Attained without due toil andstadions pains. 
The magie chann of musio fix'd thy mind, 
Yet was still to various arts inclined ; 
Painting and sculpture gain'd thy fervid. praise, 
And thou enraptured heard the poet's lays. 
Thy plaintive notes disclosed tiiy tender heart, 
And with thy lyre could lofty sounds impart 
So mild thy temper it could none offend^ 
But insult offered to thyself or friend 
Would make at once uiy manlj spirit rise, 
Olow in thy heart, and glistell in thy eyes. 
To honor otiiers tiion wert always prone. 
And to ptomote their fame would sUght thy own. 
Deep was thy knowledge of frail human kmd, 
Who found in thee a sympathising mind. 
True humour markM lliee in her social hour. 
And wit had o'er thee a resistless poVr. 
Kind as a husband, a protector dear, 
To those who kindred daim'd, remote or near ; 
To sum up all thy worth, we found in thee 
What Man in eveiy state should strive to be. 

25^—1828. — ^I>UKE OF WBLLINGTON APPOINTED 
PRIMS MINISTER. . 

Son of pnmd sires, whose patriot blood 
Sent to thy heart its purest flood ! 
Son of the isle where souls of fire 
The natives' glowing breast inspire ! 
■What land, vrhMt langnage mav not ralso 
. Its tribute to thy deathless praise? 
Where India's b<]|ming day-stars shed 
Their fervors o'er the fainting head ; 
Climes where the wondrous bower-tree weaves 
Iti shadowy wild^ness of leaves; 
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Wbere pviple peftk^ and maantaia brow, 

Warm with Elysian colondEig glow, 

And sparkling cliff^spaviliohed height 

Seem diamonded wim faify light ; 

Wfa^^ wmke's the war's discordant yell, 

With doafoning song and tambour kneil, 

Asdaraiddtower and ewialiied tent %, 

Nod on tfae casttod ele|ihaBt ; 

And silkoB bands in barbarous pride 

Troop by the turbaned Rajah's side ; 

Where SpaiH) aimd her orange bowers, 

Wartsd her wild ronanliSe hours, 

And bid efasraMe wars and loves 

Sound from Oranada's high aleoves ; 

Where, when the twiMghtHihadows steal 

O'er thy pp&y twiets, iAA Senile I 

Beneatii th^r shade fttU gaily met. 

With li|^ nibee «ad easllai^t, 

The graceful youth and glowii^ maid 

The glad fanduigo's call obeyed, 

'Till, clutched in €l^aliia's Tulture grasp^ 

She bunt indignant from &e clasp ; 

Wake, like ikt Hrtm^ mtmfrom Atr iU^Pf 

Waved her brigfht brand's resistleas sweep. 

Shook her fair looks of freedom wide^ 

Summoned the faithful to her side, 

Roused her sunk voice to patriot atvain^ . 

And called on Albion o'er tiie main I 

On either clime, when woke the sun. 

His light has on thy glory shone ! 

Whene'er he tew iby flag unlurled 

It fleftted e'er a resetted world ! 

Yet, ohl when Glory's trumpet-tone 
Swells the full blast with thee alone,-— 
When round contending monarchs crowd^ 
To grace thy name with trophies proud,— 
When kneeling Europe's sotd acclaim 
Is breadied to her deliveter'A name, 
Scorn not thine own hitrp'e humble tone^ 
Son of the Green Isle*^WELLiNOTON ! Mattwin 

The follMriiltg characteristic iaiecckH» of the no* 
ble Duk^, may not be inafiproprfa/tely iticrdduced 
on this day -.-^During the campaign of the allied 
iroopa in Paris, a French citizen, who was r^uiti- 
ing from the country through tbo Champs 0ys6e6| 



wbere the troops were eaeunped, was mbbed of his 
wateb, by a seijeant in the Britfeh amy. Com- 
plaint was immediately made to the commaiuliiig 
officer, and the troops were paraded befbre tfa^ 
Frenchman, who was thus enabled to ain^^e out the 
offender. A coun-martial was held, and tlia erimi* 
nal condemned to die on the following tnoraing« 
As early as four o'clock, the whole of the alli^ 
army was assembled in the Bois de Boulooge, near 
Piu*is, where the prisoner was to undei^o the sen* 
tence. The charge upon which he had been tried 
and convicted was read aloud, and the unfortunate 
man prepared for the presence of an offended Maker. 
Not a murmur ran through the ranks. The justice 
of the decree was acknowledged by every soldier, 
and if the short lapse of time between the offence 
and its solemn expiation excited feelings of terror, 
they were mingled with respect for the stern seve- 
rity of their commander; the drums beat and the 
black flag waved mournfully in the air. The minis- 
ters of justice bad raised the engines of destruction, 
and the &tal monosyllable Fire, was half ejaculated, 
when the Duke of Wellington rushed before the 
firelocks, and commanded a uiomentary pause 
whilst he addressed the prisoner ; ^^ You hav^ 
offended against the laws of God, of honor, and of 
virtue, — the grave is open before you, — ^in a few 
short moments your soul will appear b'elbre its Maker, 
•^your prosecutor complains of your ^entence,-^ 
the man whom you have robbed would ptead for 
your li£^ and is borror-fitraek at the rapidity of your 
judgn^ent. You are a soldier, you have been brave 
ana, as report says, until now, even virtuous* 
Sp^mk boldfyl hi the face of He^vaii and as a sol- 
diev ci «n army devoted to vtrtoe and good order, 
declare now your own feelings as to your sentence* 
^Ocneval/' said the osan, /< retire, and let my con^ 
ra^s do their duty; when a soldier fyrge^ hk 
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honor, life becomes disgraceful, and an immediate 
punishment is due as an eirample to the army^*^ 
nan/' '' You have spdcen nobly/' sud the Duke, 
with a tear in his eye.*-->^^ You have saved your life, 
-^ow can I destroy a repentant sinner, whose 
words are of greater value to the troops than his 
death would be ? Soldiers, bear this in mind, and 
may a sense of honor always deter you from in&my/' 
The troops rent the air with huzzas ; the criminal 
fell prostrate before the Duke, the word, march, 
was given ; he arose and returned alive in those 
ranks which were to have witnessed his execution. 

25. — 1759. — ROBBRT BURNS BORN. 

Whar* the heather's growing, 

Whar* the hare-bell weeps, 
Whar' the stream is flowing 

There he ever sleeps : 
Doon may mourn him ever, 

Sae may canty Ayr, 
For they'll never, never 

See their Laureate mair. 

Ye wha're fond o' pleasure. 

Ye wha're fond o' wine. 
Ye wha ne'er kept treasure, 

Ye wha wooed the Nine, 
Weep o'er a hapless brither ; 

Whar* yon auld thorn mourns. 
There lies sic anither 

Ill-starred Robert Bums. A. H. 

A short distance from Ayr, near to Kirk AUoway, 
Stands a lowly cottage, that has nothing to recom- 
mend it, otherwise than being the birth-place of the 
greatest poet that Scotland ever produced ; and on 
this account, unattractive as the building is, it be* 
comes an object of interest. 

Mr. John Murdoch, tbe early tutor of Burns, 
says :-^** In this mean cottage, of which I myself 
was at times an inhabitant, I really believe there 
dwelt a larger portion of content than in any place 
in Europe." 
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The house was built by the father of the poet, 
shortly after whose birth one end of it fell down, 
which occasioned an alarm easier conceived than 
described* The house consisted of a kitchen at one 
extremity, and at the other was a room, dignified 
with the luxury of afire-place and chimney — things 
not usual at that time in the cottages of the Scottish 
peasantry. In the kitchen was a concealed bed^ 
with a small closet at the end, of the same materials 
as the house, and being altogether cast over, both 
outside and inside, with mortar, it had a neat and 
comfortable appearance. The regularity and order 
of the house, during the time the father lived in it, 
is thus described by the poet, in his Cotter's Satur- 
day night : 

The cbeerfu' supper done, wi' serious face 
Tbey round tlie ingle form a circle wide ; 

The sire turns o'er with patriarchal grace, 
The big ha' bible, once his father's pride. 

He wales a portion with judicious care. 

And, ^* let us worship God," he says, with solemn air. 

Of latter years the house has been turned into a 
SDUg public house; and yearly, on the birth-day of 
Burns, a social party meet and celebrate it with fes- 
tivity and rejoicing; scarcely a traveller passes, who 
does not there pay a tribute to the memory of the 
poet; and the possessor has contrived that none shall 
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pass without knowing who once inhabited it, by 
placing the following inscription near the door: — 

Halt, passenger, and read : 

This is the humble cottage^ 

That gave birth to the celebrated 

Poet; Robert Burns. 

'Extract from a Letter of Sir Walter Stott. 
" As for Burns^ I may truly say, Firgilium vidt 
iantum. I was a lad of fifteen in 1786-7ji when he 
came first to Edinburgh, but had sense and feeling 
enough to be much interested in Ihs poetry, and 
would have given the world to know him; but I had 
very little acquaintance with any literary people, 
and still less with the gentry of the west country, 
the two sets that be most frequented. Mr. Thomas 
Grierson was at that time a clerk of my father^s. 
He knew Burns, and promised to ask him to his 
lodgings to dinner, but had no opportunity to keep 
his word; otherwise I might have seen more of this 
distinguished man. As it was, I saw him one day 
at the late venerable Professor Fergusson's where 
there were several gentlemen of literary reputation, 
among whom I remember the celebrated Mr. Du- 
gald Stewart. Of course we youngsters sate silent, 
looked, and listened. The only thing I remember 
which was remarkable in Burns's manner, was the 
effect produced upon him by a print of Bunbiffy's, 
representing a soldier lying dead on the snow, his 
dog sitting in misery on one side, — on the other, 
his widow, with a child in her arms. These lines 
were written beneath, — 

' Cold on Canadian hills, or Minden's plain, 
Perhaps that parent wept her soldier slain^- 
Bent o'er her babe, her eye dissolved in due. 
The big drops, mingling with the milk he drew. 
Gave the sad presage of his future yeani, 
The child of misery baptized in tears.' 

^^ Burns seemed much affected by tbe priol, or 
rather the ideas wliich it suggested to his u^nd* 
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He BctmUj abed tears. He asked whose the lines 
wete^ and it efamiced that nobody but myself re- 
membered that tliey occur in a batf-forgotten poem 
of Langfaome's, called by the unpromising title of 
^The Justice of Peace/ I whispered my informa- 
tion to a friend present, who mentioned it to £kims, 
who rewarded me with a look and a word, which, 
though of mere civility, I then received, and still 
recollect, with very great pleasure. 

^'Hls person was strong and robust; his man* 
ners rustic, not clownish ; a sort of dignified plain- 
ness and simplicity, which received part of its effect, 
perhaps, from one's knowledge of his extraordinary 
talents. His features are represented in Mr. Nas* 
mytfa*ft picture, btit to me it ck)nveys the idea, that 
tfaey ape diibhrished as if seen in perspective. I 
think his countenance was more ma^ive than it 
looks in any of the portraits. I would have taken 
tfae poet, had I not known what he was, for 
a very sagacious country farmer, of the old Scotch 
school, t. e. none of your modem agriculturists, 
wbo kee|> labourers for their drudgery, but the 
douce gudeman who held his own plough. There 
was a strong expression of sense and shrewdness 
in all his lineaments ; the eye alone, 1 think, indi- 
eated the poetical character and temperament. It 
was large, and of a dark cast, which glowed (I say 
literally glowed) when he spoke with feeling or 
interest. I never saw such another eye in a hu- 
man head, though I have seen the most distin- 
guished men of my time. His conversation ex- 
pressed perfect self-confidence, without the slight- 
est presumption. Among the men who were the 
most learned of their time and country, he express- 
ed himself with perfect firmness, but without the 
least intrusive forwardness ; and when he differed in 
opinion, he did not hesitate to express it firmly, 
yet at the same time with modesty* I do not re- 

h2 
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member any part of his omLv^rsatioii ^distinctly 
enough to be quoted, nor did I ever see him again, 
except in the street, where he did not recognise 
me, as I could not expect he should. He was much 
caressed in Edinburgh^ but (considering what lite- 
rary emoluments have been since his day), the ef- 
forts made for his relief were extremely trifling. 

^'I remember on this occasion I mention, I 
thought Burns's acquaintance with English Poetry 
was rather limited, and also, that having twenty 
times die abilities of Allan Ramsay and of Fergus- 
son, he talked of them with too much humility as 
bis models; there was, doubtless, national predi- 
lection in his estimate. 

^^ This is all I can tell you about Burns. I have 
only to add, that his dress corresponded with his 
manner. He was like a former dressed in his best 
to dine with the Laird. I do not speak in malefn 
partem, wh^n I say, I never saw a man in company 
with his superiors in station askd in^mation, more 
perfectly free from either the reality or the affec* 
tation of embarrassment* I was told, but (Ud not 
observe it, that his address to females was ex- 
tremely deferential, and always with a turn either 
to the pathetic or humorous, which engaged their 
attention particularly. I have heard the late Duchess 
of Gordon remark ihis.<-*I do not know anything 
I can add to these recollections of forty years 
since.** — Lockhart^s Life of Bums. 

One of the few good poets of America, has honor* 
ed the memory of Scotia's favourite son with the 
following charming verses : 

TO A ROSE, 

BROUGHT FROM NEAR ALLOWAY KIRK, IN AUTUMN, 1822. 

Wild rose of Alloway ! my thanks— 
Thou 'mindset me of that aatumn noon, 

When first we met upon ** the banks 
And braes o' bonny Boon," 
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like Mmt^ htaaaA th» fhnm-^tttti's fabagh, 
My Mumy boor was glad and brief , 

We^ye cnMsM the winter sea, and thoa 
Art withered-^fiower and leaf. 

And will not thy death-doom be mine, 
. Thp doom of all things wronght of clay, 
And withered my life's leaf like thine, 
Wild rose of Alio vay^ 

Kot so his memory, for whose sake 
My.bosom bore thee far and long; 

His — who a humbler flower coold make 
Immortal as his song. 

The memory of Bams — a name 

That calls, when brimmed her festal cap, 
A nation's glory, and her shame, 

In silent sadness up. 

A nation's glory^-^e the rest 
]?«r90t---she's oanoniaed his mind, 

And.it is joy to speak the best 
We may of human kind. 

IVe stood beside the cottage bed. 

Where tiie bard-peasant first drew breath ; 
A stiww-thatehed roof above his head, 

A straw- wiDOghtoaoch beneath. 

And I hkve stood beside the pile. 
His mox^nment^that tells to Heaven 

The &Dmage of earth's proudest isle, 
To that bard-peasant given ! 

Bid thy thonghta hover o'er ^at spot. 
Boy-minstrel, in lliy dreaming hour, 

And know, however low his lot, 
A Poef a pride and power. 

The pride that Itfted Boms firom eiofth. 
The power that gave a child of song 

Ascendency o'er rank and birth^?? 
The rich, the bntve, the strong. 

And if despondency weigh down 
Thy 0lpinf s Aotteiing pinions, then, 

Despair— thy name is written on 
The roll of common men. 

There li^ve besen loftier themes than his. 
And longer scrolls, and loader lyres. 

And lay^ bt up with poesy's 
Parer and holier fires. 
h3 
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Yet read the names that know not death. 
Few nobler ones than BuxNs are there. 

And few have worn a ipreener wreath 
Than that which binds his hair. 

His is that language of the heart, 
In which the answering heart would speak, 

Thought, word, that bids the warm tear start, 
Or the smile light up the cheek : 

And his, thatmnsic, to whose tone 
The common pulse of man keeps time, 

In cot or castle^s mirth or moan, 
In cold or sunny clime* 

And who hath heard his song, nor knelt 
Before its spell with willing knee, 

And listened, and believed, and felt 
The poet's masteiy. 

O'er the mind's sea, in calm and storm, 
O'er the heart's sunshine, and its showers, 

O'er passion's moments, bright and warm. 
O'er reason's dark, cold hours : 

On fields where brave men *' die or do,'' 
In halls where rings the banquet's mirth, 

Where mourners weep, where lovers woo, 
From throne to cottage hearth ? 

What sweet tears dim the eyes unshed. 
What wild vows falter on the tongue, 

When " Scots wha hea wi' WaUaoe bled," 
Or *^ Auld lang Syne" is song ! 

Pure hopes, that lift the soul above, 
Come with his Cotter's hymn of praise. 

And dreams of youth, and truth, and love, 
With '' Logan's " banks and braes. 

And when he 'breathes his master-»lay 
Of Alioway's witch-haunted wall, 

AH passions in our frame of clay 
Come thronging at his call ; 

Imagination's world of air, 

And our own world, its gloom and glee, 
Wit, pathos, poetry are there. 

And death's sublimity. iai^ ?i 

And Burns, though brief the race he ran. 
Though rough and dark the path he trod, 

Lived—Hlied — ^in fi>rm and soul a man. 
The image of his God. 



IN JANUARY, I6S0. T9 

Through care, and pain, and want, and woe, 
With wounds that only death could heal, 

Tortures, the poor alone can know. 
The proud alone can feel ; 

He kept his honesty and truth, 

His independent tongue and pen, 
And moved, in manhood and in youth, 

Pride of hi» fellow men. 

Strong sense, deep feeling, passions strong, • 

A hate of tyrant and of knave, 
A love of right, a scorn of wrong, 

Of coward, and of slave ; 

A kind, true heart, a spirit high. 
That could not fear, and would not bow. 

Were written in his manly eye. 
And on his manly brow. 

Praise to the bard !— his words are driven, 
like flower-seeds by the far winds sown, 

Where'er, beneath the sky of heaven, 
The birds of fame are flown. 

Praise to the man ! a nation stood 

Beside his cofiin with wet eyes, 
Her brave, her beautiful, her good. 

As when a loVd one dies. 

And still, as on his funeral day. 
Men stand his cold earth-couch around, 

With the mute homage that we pay 
To consecrated ground. 

And consecrated ground it is, 

The last, the hallow'd home of one 
Who lives upon all memories, 

Thou^ with the buried gone. 

Such graves as his are pilgrim-shrines, 

Shrmes to no code or creed confin'd : 
The Delphian vales, the Palestines, 

The Meccas of the mind* 

gages with Wisdom's garland weeathed. 
Crowned kings, and mitred priests of power. 

And warriors with their bright swords sheathed, 
The mightiest of the hour ; 

And lowlier names, whose humble home 

Is lit by fortune's dimmer star, 
Ajre tfa«re— o^er wave aad monnttdn oon)ie, 

From countries neax sj^ far ; 
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PHwwlBf wbwe w^^aerfug fo«t have prest 

TJIk? 8idt»er'f snows, the Arab's sand, 
Or trod the piled leaves of the West, 

My own green fpre^t-land* 
All ask the cottage of fails birth, 

Gaze on.^ m^w^ he l^Yfid ^pd §mSt 
And gather feeliogs not of earth 

His fields and strewns amopg. 

They U«ger by f be Dpon'f low trees* 
And pastoral Nith, and wooded Ayr, 

And round thy sepulchres, Dumfries ! 
The Poef s tomb is therp^ 

But what to thep) thfr sculptor's art, 
His fwperal eolumps, wreat)>s» apd iims ? 

Wear they not ffraven on the heart 
The name of KOBEaT JRuavs ? F. G. Halleck. 




The remains of AUaway Kirk, of niiich the above 
is a correct representation^ lay wittrin a few yards of 
the road leaiii^ from Ayr to Carriek. It is a place 
of extrelte antiquity, but has been long decaying. 
Burns rendered it very conspj^uoijus by his inimita- 
ble Tarn O' Shanter. 

In the burial ground Ue the jReimios of die poet's 
father^ ov^ wb^m is placed a stone, which bears 
the following inscription.^^ 
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This stone wad elected to the memory of 
William Burnbss^ 
Who died Feb. 13^ 1784^ aged 63 years, and woi 
■ hurled here* 

The Poet and his. broths GUbert abreviated the 
famQy name from Burness to Burns. 

27. 1756. ^J. C. W. G. MOZART BORN* 

ON HEARING A BACRED SONO OF MOZARTi 

By the Rev. W. Lisle Bowles. 
Oh ! still, as with a seraph's Yoice, prolong 
The harmonies of that enchanting song, 
Till, list'ning,- we might almost think we hear, 
Beyond this cloudy world, in the pure sphere 
Of light — acclaiming hosts the throne surroondkig, 
The long Hosannah^s evermore resounding— 
Soft Yoices, interposed, in pure accord, 
Breathing a holier charm : 

Oh ! every word. 
Falls like a drop of silver, as the strain, 
In winding sweetness, swells, and sinks again. 

Sing ever thus, beguiling life's long way. 
As here, poor pilgrims olfthe earth, we stray ; 
And, Lady, when thy pilgrimage shall end. 
And late the shades of the long night descend, 
May sister-seraphs meet with welcome song, 
And gently say, " Why have you stay'd so long?" 

29. 1820. ^KING 6B0R6B THE FOURTH'S 

ACCESSION. 

There is a prediction preserved by the Monkish 
annalists, which is said to have been delivered in the 
time of William the Conqueror; as an anathema^ 
or curse; s^ignifying, that no more than three 
nKMiarchs should ever reign over this kingdom with* 
oat some violent interruption. His present Majes-^ 
ty, bj his accession, was the first that broke the 
spell, as the following will clearly shew. 

William L William II. Henry I. Interrupted by 
the usurpation of Stephen. — Henry II. Richard I. 
Johti. Interrupted by the usurpation of Louis the 
Dauphin.-^Henrf III. Edward L Edward II. /n- 
terrupted by the abdication and murder ^fMdwofd IL 
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— Edward III. Richard 11. Interrupted by the depo^ 
sition of Richard II. — Heniy IV. Henry V. Rich- 
ard 111, Interrupted bu the usurpation of Henry 
Richmond.— Henry Vlf. Henry VIII. Edward VI, 
Interrupted by the election of Lady Jane Greyy and 
making King Henry's daughters iUegHimaie,"^ 
Mary I. EMzabelb. A fwrei^pih King called to the 
crown. — Jaizies I. Charles L Interrupted by the 
Commonwealth.— €\idix\e%ll. James II. Interrupted 
by the abdication of James and election of a foreigner. 
— William HI. Anne, Interrupted by Parliament 
appointing a foreigner. — George I. LL HI. IV. 

80.-— l648.-*<^MARmiDOM of chaelbs I. 

Mr. D' Israeli^ ia his Cpmsni^entaries on the Life 
and Reign of Charles the First, gives the following 
estimate of the character of that unfortunate mon- 
arch : — ;" Th6 characteristic of the mind of Chfirles 
the First, was that inflexible firmness to which we 
attach the idea of strength of chai*acter. Constancy 
of purpose^ perseverance to obtain it, and fortitude 
to suffer for it, — this is the beautiful unity of a strong 
character. We should, however, observe, that this 
strength of character is not necessarily associated 
with the most comprehensive understanding, any 
more than the most comprehensive understanding 
is necessarily supported by this moral force. Hence, 
the stronger the character of the man, the stronger 
may be its errors and thus its very strength may 
become its greatest infirmity. In speculating upon 
the life of Charles the First, through, all the slices 
of his varied existence, from the throne to the scaf- 
fold, we may discover the same intellectual and 
moral being. Humiliated by fortune beneath the 
humblest of his people, the King himself remained 
unchanged; and whether we borne to reproach or 
to sympathise, something of pity «id terror mtist 
blend with the story of a noble mind wrestling with 
unconquerable late. 
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" The more delightful arts he pursued with in- 
tense {Measure; for this monarch was oot only a 
lover of arts, but could himself have aspired to the 
honors of an artist. These, however, had not ab- 
sorbed his studies. The library of St. James's, 
before the civil wars, contained a manuscript vo- 
lume, which Charles in his youth bad presented to 
his father, consisting of liis literary collections and 
other epitomes the fruits of juvenile studies. But 
these philosophical and ingenious pursuits have 
been barbarously censured as mean and trivial in a 
monarch. The arts and sciences were considered 
by the rigid puritanic politicians merely as sources 
of eitiolument for the mechanics who professed 
them. The inteltectual part of these studies — the 
medkation, and Hie elegance and knowledge which 
discipline the mind in the progress of invention, had 
never rectified their crude principles, softened their 
harsh tempers, or illumined their dark minds. 
These studies, not unworthy of a Sovereign, would 
have reflected his tastes among a people whose fa* 
naticisni had so long persecuted the finer arts; and 
our nation would not have sufiered the reproach of 
foreign critics, who, ignorant of our history, ven- 
tured to assign the natural causes which, as they 
imagined, incapacitated us from excelling in the 
practice of the arts of imagination and sensibility. 
Charles the First, had it been his happiness to have 
reigned -in peace, would have anticipated by a cen- 
tury the glory of English arts." 

31. 1820. — KING GEORGB THE FOURTH 

PROCLAIMBO. 

'' In bis da^s eveiy man s^ail eat in safety, 
Under his own vine, what he plants ; and sing 
The merry songs of peace to all his neighboors. 
Wherever the bright son of heav'n shall shine, 
Hit honor m4 tkte greatness of his name 
Shall be.'' 
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Mttommital ^ttntxmttfi 

In January, 1830. 

What call we then the firmamant? 
Callit, the noble pasture of the mind; 
Which there expatiates, strengthens and exalts, 
And riots through the luxuries of thought. 
Call it, the Garden of the Deity. 
Blossomed with stars, redundant in the growth 
Of fruit ambrosial, moral fiiiit to man. Young . 

We resume the sublime and interesting employ- 
ment of tracing the brightly-beaming stars, as they 
shine forth from their depths of blue, enoircliiigthe 
earth with a robe of splendour, and diminishing the 
dreariness and desolation of the winter season ; a 
contemplation of their glories, especially contteeied 
with the principles of the science which treat of 
their phenomena, is calculated to enkindle the -sub- 
limest emotions in the mind, whether we consider 
the vastness of the scene in which the heavenly 
bodies move, or examine more minutely their num- 
bers, magnitudes, and immense distances, their ve- 
locity, and the precision of their revolutions ; each 
of these is sufficient to impress the mind of the 
student of nature, and leave htm more of the ethe- 
real, and less of the earthy, as he returns from the 
survey. 

That heart must be under the dominion of vice, 
or paralysed by the leaden sceptre of apathy, that 
can behold with indifference those bright orbs 
which beamed forth in beauty on the garden of 
Eden, which shone on the path of the antediluvian 
patriarch in his pastoral wanderings, which guided 
the bark of the adventurous mariner in the early 
ages of nautical science, which inspired the songs of 
the bards of antiquity, which drew forth the admi- 
ration of our inimediate progenitors, and which 
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shall continue to shed theur sweet influences when 
the present generation shall have mingled th^ir 
dost with the clods of the valley. 

Independently of J;hese delightful associations, 
which appeal at once to the best feelings of our 
natures, and th|e consideration of the light which a 
cultivation of this science throws on the vast uni- 
verse, every new discovery in which proves that it 
is organized with infinite skill, and declares to 
every intelligent mind the boundless benevolence 
that pervades immensity, — there is in the science 
of astronomy that which is intimately connected 
with the prosperity of the human race, even the 
common concerns of life being regulated by the 
celestial motions ; the nicest astronomical skill has 
bett required to adjust the calendar; the apparent 
i$i0fualiiies of the celestial movements, involving 
quantities which in some cases must be added, and 
in others rescinded from the calculations ; a familiar 
instance may be cited : owing to an accumulation 
through a long period of time of these inequalities^ 
it was found requisite to change the style ; or in 
other words, in the month of September, 17^2, ten 
days were at once expunged from the Calendar, so 
that the day following the 4th of September was 
called the 14th; this might be considered a trifling 
inconvenience, and only important to the historian, 
for a lapse of ages must ensue before the irregu^- 
larity would press on the interests of mankind ; 
yet as it respects the prosperity of a maritime 
country, the cultivation of this science is intimately 
connected. What is it expedites the vessel of the 
merchant in its voyage from these fair northern 
isles to utmost India, where with ** plumed and 
jewelled turban" she po^rs into the lap of Bri-i 
tannia her richest treasures ? it is the perfection to 
which this science has been brought by the calcu 
latrog mind, the wakeful faculties, the accurate eye 

I 
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of the aslronotner, which have been demoted te«> 
directly in promoting the security and welfitt^of 
his fellow men, while traversing the rast PaiMe 
and rolling Atlantic Oceans : these can beet iMder* 
stand and coofirm the importance of cekatial ^ab*- 
servatkms, when for days and nights the skies hahr^ 
been as a desert ; no sun, or moon, or stars ; abo^e 
them the scowling clouds, beneath them the roUift^ 
waves; the tempest and currente acting in <UflRaretiC 
directions, so as to render unavailing every attem{yt to 
determine the situation of ihe ship ; the fears of tbe 
stoutest heart are excited, in apprehension of the 
hidden rock and fatal reef; but if amidst this drtory 
scene the clouds should break away and discover 
the blue vault of heaven, and the pale queen of 
night with her silvery orb, either in conjundioii 
with, or more or less remote from, some wMt ktiewti 
star that may have befriended many a mariMir, 
then instantly every youthful as well as experienced 
hand is plying the sextant, and the ship's place 
is determined by the aid of these luminaries, and 
tile skill of the practical astronomer, on whose ob- 
servations are grounded those Tables, which are 
the seaman's most invaluable guide. Haying thus 
briefly glanced at the utility as well as ^andeur of 
the sublime science of astronomy, we proceed to 
lay before our readers the celestiid phenomena for 
the current year. 

Obliquity of the Ecliptic. 

This obliquity has been an interesting subject of 
investigation from the earliest study of astronomy 
to the {wesent time : the first observatiori recorded, 
that can be depended on, is by Eratosthenels, 
330 years before the Christian era ; he deteriDined 
the angle which the Sun's path makes with the 
equinoctial to be 2d^ 51' W ; by a comparison of 
a hundred and sixty observathms since, it is foand 
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Am thif aagle is dMBoinkhiiig 51" ill a eenlory ; the 
physical cause of thia diminution, is the united 
aelioa of the Suo and planets on the protuberant 
matter of the Earth's equatoreal regions. There is 
avemarkaUe unexplained eircumstanoe attending 
dus pbenemenon, namely, that the winter solstice 
has a less obliqui^ t|ian the summer solstice, which 
isfappQsed to have some connection with a hither- 
to undiscovered modification of refraction. 

The following is the measure of the obliquity for 
the u^ual epochs during the present year ; 

Janaaiy. . 1st the true obliquity is 23° 27' 32^'. 6 

April 1st 23 27 33 . 3 

July •••. 1st 23 27 32 .7 

October .1st , 23 27 83 . 6 

December 3l8t 23 27 33.1 

^9mm'i^ 1st the mean obttqnity is 28 2(7 42 . 5 

The equations of the equinoctial points at the 
same time are as follow ; namely, 

January. . Ist, the eqpLatiQ9 is, ii^« 2^ , 1 
April:,., Ist^,,,,.,,,,.'-* — 3 . 6 
July .... 1st,,. ,.^. .....,, t «- 5 . !^ 

October . . 1st, — 6.6 

December dlst, —9.0 

The Sun enters Aquftrius at 41 minutes past U in 
the maming of the 20th of this m(»th. He also 
rises and sets at the following times, which are 
calculated for Greenwich, but may easily be re- 
<hiQie4 to any other meridian east or west of the 
Soyal Observatory, by conrerting the difference of 
loai^tud^ into time, at the rate of 15^ to an hour, 
lljf la a. minute, 15" to a second, and either adding 
or sv^A'anUng the result, as the place is east or 
west of the first meridian. 
I 2 
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Table of the Sun^s rising and setting for every 
fifth dajf. 

Jan. 1st, Sim rises 5 min. after 8, sets 55 min. after 3 

6tli, 1 8, . . fiO 3 

11th, fi7 7, .. 3 ...i.... 4 

leth, 61 7, .. 9 4 

21st, 44 7, .. 16 4 

2eth, 37 7, ..23 4 

3Ut, 2i^ 7^ ..31 4 

Equation of Time. 
The following Table shows what must be added 
to the solar time, as indicated by a good sun-dial, 
to obtain the mean time, or that which should be 
shown by a well-regulated clock at the same mo- 
ment. The addition for the intermediate epoch is 
to be found by propcM'tion. 

Table of the Equation of Time for every fifth dap. 

in. 8. 
Friday, Jan. 1st, to the time by the dial add 3 

Wednesday, — 6th, 

Monday, — - 11th, 

Saturday, -^ 16th, 

Thursday, — 21st, 

Tuesday, — 26th, 

Sunday, — 31st^ , 

LUJNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phages of the Moon. 

First Quarter, 2nd day, 34 min. after 2 morning. 

Full Moon, 9th . . 32 3 

liSSt Quarter, 17th .. 3 4 

New Moon, 24th •• 54 4aft6niQ0ii. 

First Quarter, 31st . . 47 10 morning. 

Moon^s Passage over the Meridian^ 
I'he numbers in the following Table^ indicate the 
times at which the Moon's centre will pass the 
meridian of the Royal Observatory; for any other 
meridian a slight reduction is necessary, which 
depends on the Moon's horary motion, and the 
longitude of the place. 



ra 


50 


6 


7 


8 


13 


10 


4 


11 


3« 


12 


53 


13 


48 



n JA»VABJ, isatk 



Table of the Moon's Passage over the First 
Meridian. 

January, 1st day, 37 m. aftw 6 in tbe eveoinff. 

2&d .. 28 6 

aid .. 20 T 

«h «. 13 3 

6th . . 7 9 

eth .. 1 10 

10th . 9 5 in the momii^. 

17th .. 62 6 

18th ,. 36 6 

19th .. 21 7 

20th .. 9 8 

29th . . 10 4 in the afternoon. 

30th .. 8 .,,.•• 6 

31st . . 1 io the evening. 

Phenomena Planetarum* 

VenUB iB tbe evening star^ and passing through 
tbe zodiacal constellation Aquarius : this beautiftil 
planet is increasing in brightness and breadth, and 
having passed her greatest elongation, is rapidly 
assuDEiing the form of a crescent; the following are 
the proportional phases : 

Jannaiy Ist-^IIluminated part = 6.0686 
Bark part =6.3414 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

Jupiter is too near the Sun to admit of any of 
these eclipses being visible. 

Form of Saturn* s Ring. 

Saturn is entering the constellation Leo, and 
advancing to a favorable position for observation. 
The following are the proportions of the Ring : 

Jannayy 1st.— TransTerse axis » 1.000 
Ck>iQagate axis s= •--4^.267 

I 3 
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' ' ■• f" Ill 

Canfuneiiofis of the Moon with the Planets and 
Stars* 

Jan. dth, witb y in Taurus, at 8 in the eYen. 

6th, . . 1 and 2 ^ in Tanras, . . 10 

Gth, .. Aldebaran,. 3intfaemoni. 

13th, . . r in Leo, midnight. 

16th, . . :^ in Virgo, 6 in the mom. 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury in conjunction with Uranus at 6 in the 
evening of the 13th of this month. Uranus in 
conjunction with the Sun at 7 in the evening of 
the 26th, 

Mercury will be at his greatest elongation the 
27th day, when, should the atmosphere prove favor- 
able, an opportunity will occur, one or two evenings 
previous, and succeeding, of viewing this planet 
without the aid of instruments. The other planets 
of the system are constantly presenting themselves 
for observation, with the exception of a short space 
of time about the period of their conjunction ; but 
this messenger of the gods but just appears, as if 
in haste to discharge his commission, and returns 
again to lose himself in the solar beams. The author 
of " The Seasons" beautifully refers to this cir- 
cumstance in his address to the Sun : 

Great source of day ! best image here below 
Of thy Creator, eyer pouring wide, 
From world to world, the vital ocean round, 
- On Nature write with every beam, His praise, 
Boul of surrounding worlds ! 
'Tis by thy secret, strong attractive force, 
As with a chain indissolubly bound. 
Thy system rolls entire, 
From far ". Uranus," wheeling wide his round 
Of eighty years, to Mercury, whose disc 
Can scarce be, caught by.pkuosophic epe. 
Lost in the near effulgence of thy blaze." ^ 

* We restrict the conjunctions to those stars which are 
likely to be occaked by the moon. 
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Wtt HHatntaliiiVfi Miliars. 

For January, 1830. 

I loYe the Sammer calm, I Ioyo 
Smooth seas below, blue skies aboye, . 
The placid lake, the unraffled stream. 
The woods that rest beneath the beam ; 
I loTC the deep, deep pause that reigns 
At highest noon o'er hills and plains ; 
And own that Summer's gentle rule 
Is soothing, soft, and beauHfUl. 

Yet Winter, in its august form 

Has charms,— there's grandeur in the storm 

When the winds battle with th^ floods, 

And bow the mightiest of the woods ; 

When the loud thunder, crash on crash, 

Follows the lightning's herald flash ; 

And rocks, and spires, and towers are rent, 

Tis startling, but magnificent. N. T. Carrinoton. 

The winter solstice calls us to reflect on the 
blessings which the munificent Author of nature 
grants to us in this rigorous season. The advant- 
ages of winter to the earthy to the atmosphere^ and 
to man, are incalculably great. In consequence of 
the cold and frost, many noxious vapours are re- 
tained in the superior regions of the atmosphere, 
by which means the air is rendered more pure. 
Far from being prejudicial to the health of man, 
they often improve it, and counteract that debility 
which a continued heat would produce. The con- 
stitution of the human body varies according to the 
climate in which it is placed, so that the inhabitants 
of the northern countries enjoy a constitution adapted 
to the excessive cold that prevails there, and they 
are generally very robust and hardy. Even as man, 
though he loves to be in action, and that labour is 
necessary to him, is yet glad to have his toil inter- 
rupted by the recurrence of each evening, to taste 
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the sweets of sleep, and to pass into a state altoge* 
ther opposite to that in which he was when awake ; 
so alsp does our nature accommocjAte itself to the 
vicissitudes of the seasons, and we are pleased with 
tbem^ because they contribute to our happiness and 
well-being. 

At present our fields and our gardens are covered 
with snow, which Is necessary to preserve them 
from being ii^ured by the cold, to secure the seeds 
from the impetuosity of the winds, and to prevent 
their being destroyed. The fields, after having, 
during the fine weather, produced all the fruits upon 
which we live in the winter, require some repose. 
And in this we have great cause to acknowledge 
the wisdom and goodness of God ; for if he had not 
provided for our support, and if to obtain our nou- 
rishment we were obliged to cultivate the earth in 
this rigorous season, our complaints might have 
some foundation; but he has begun by filling our 
Btagazines which are sufficient to supply all our 
wants, and permit us to enjoy a degree of repose 
suitable to the season. 

Almighty God, thy pow^r we sing ! 
And to thy goodness tribute bring 

For aU thy works of love ; 
Thy wisdom crowns thy boundless might, 
Thy kindness brings thy truth to light. 

As clear as orbs aboye. 

Thy univerae thy greatness shows. 
And endless space thy presence knows, 

O wondVous, glorious God ! 
Thy finger marks the comet's sphere, 
And oountless orbs in full career 

Porsue their Tarious road. 

Nor less the wonders of thine hand, 
Whieh, nearer Tiewed, our souls coaanand, 

For grandeur shines in all ; 
The lightning's glare, the foaming deep, 
The whirlwind's blast, the craggy steep^ 

Oar trembling frames appal. 
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And, wand'ring through the globe of earth, 
On which nnnumber'd tribes haye birth, 

In quick suocessiTe round, 
We stop to gaze, but soon are lost 
On seas of pov'r creative tost. 

The poVr without a bound. 

How full are earth, and sea, and air I . 
How great thy love ! what constant care 

Of all the host is shown ; 
On great and small thy bounty flows, 
And all creation richly glows 

With goodness all thine own. 

Dreary as is this season of the year, there is still 
much to interest the naturalist and lover of nature. 
The pleasures of the microscope are greater than at 
any other period, for the chrystals of frozen water 
which appear nothing to the naked eye, present 
the most beautiful appearances when viewed through 
the glasst far surpassing all the efforts of arts in 
variety and beauty. 

The progress of vegetation too is still going on 
and affords full scope for pleasing observation^ as 
well as much to be done in the garden; as is prac- 
tically shown by Mr. Riviere, of Hampden Cottage, 
Sawbridgeworth, who thus describes his winter 
garden in The Gardener* s Magazine. " My cottage 
is situate about the middle of the garden, which 
consists of one acre : it is a parellelogram, or long 
square, being exactly as long again as it is broad, 
sloping gently to the east. One-fourth of this spot 
I have endeavoured to convert into a winter garden. 
On die north side is a brick wall; on the south, 
plantations of evergreens; at the top, facing the 
east^ the house stands; at the bottom, facing the 
west, is a summer-house. The wall is well clothed 
with bearing peaches and nectrines. About 18 
inches from the wall, I have planted chrysanthe- 
mums, 4 feet asunder, which during the summer 
months, are tied up to strong sticks. About the 
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10th 9f October, wbea tbe fruit has hem all gatber- 
ed, I untie them from tbe sticks, expand, and tie 
tbem to tbe fruit trees, generally so thai they com- 
pletely cover tbe wall, at least from 2 feet from the 
ground to the top, 8 feet. I find not the least impe- 
diment to the ripening of the fruit by the chrysan* 
themums, as sufficient sun and air come between 
them for that purpose; and they being 18 inches 
from the wall, there is plenty of room to manage 
the trees. As they decay, I cut them off, for nothing' 
is more unsightly than decayed flowers or stalks in 
a well regulated flower garden* On the south ^de^ 
tbe back row is a perfect yew^bedge; the border 
from which, 8 fio^t wide, consists of box^, Portu- 
gal laurels, arbor vitse, yellow-^berried privets, Chi- 
nese privets, arbutus, sympbdria or saowb^rry; 
variegated and green hollies, of all tbe varieties, 
perhaps 20; lauristinus, Alexander laurels, but^pber's 
broom, ji^cuba japonicBy Phillyrea,bays,and oth^ife: 
all disposed according to their difierent heights; 
which border extends, in a ^emioircnlar turn, to the 
summer-bouse; on the pther side of which, qp to 
the wall, is a corresponding semiQirc^ilar boi^r> 
planted with the same mixture of evergreens. Like- 
wise, at top, on each side of the bonsr, ther^ are 
similar borders ; so that the area, or open spaice is 
a long ova) I dispersed over which there are a num- 
ber of circular and oval clumps, of difibrent sizes. 
In the more choice kinds, such as searlei arbutus, 
magnolia, grandiflora, mespUus japanicas, two or 
three fine hollies, &c.| and each clump has a pro- 
per number of chrysantbemums, of tbe bardie 
kinds, such as the crimson quiHed, white, French 
white, changeable pale bufi^, Spanish brown» buff, 
rose, bright yellow, &c., each sort on a clump; and 
I believe I am not the only one who admire flowers 
in masses. On each side of the summer-house there 
are Agings of tbe beli(§borus niger or Christmas 
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rose. Now I must extend thi« descriptioti as long 
as naluire continues to assume the aspect of winter, 
say tai about Lady-day, for no deciduous trees, or 
shrubs burst their buds till after that period. 

"Edgings of early spring flowers are round 
each clump, such as eranthus hyem41is or winter 
aconite: hepaticas, white, blue, and red; snow- 
drops, Persian iris, primroses, violets, &c«, and a 
most extensive Variety of crocus of all hues, more 
than 20 sorts. Some of which are in bloom from 
Ae beginning of February, till the end of March. 
Likewise, the firont edge of the evergreen border of 
Amaryllis lAtea, which, being in the sbade^ bloom 
late, and are in fiill flower from the beginning of 
November, till christmas/' 

Hail, winter ! rigid winter, hail ! 

Thou dost not come witk aspect bland ; 
Yet ffom thy glance 1 do not qoail, 

Nor l^farittk beneath thy icy hand* 

For though thou come with churlish mien, 
And sadden grove, and hill, and plain, 

Thy frowns may change the smiling scene. 
Bat tbey are bent on me in vain. 

True, the fresh lily tihou canst kill. 

And make the Mooming rose decay, 
Bet tiiou-dost leaTe me, winter, still 

Far dearer, lovelier flowers than they. 

When hills and plains are yelled in snow. 

And soaroe the sftn emits a gleam, 
Then ruddy cheeks stUl ruddier glow. 

And their bright eyes still brighter beam. 

Pflle autumn's train of Ikigeri]^ flowers 

Must in thy bosom find their tomb. 
But e'en thy bleakest, stormiest hours. 

Shed o'er my buds a brighter bloom. 

Then, winter, howl without our dome, 

Within it, they thy hours beguile ; 
Thy frowns can ne'er invade a home 

Wkere even libom art made to snoie. 
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The following . letter from M. Fintelmann) of 
Potsdam^ to Mr. Loudon, will show how the Prus- 
sians amuse themselves at this season of the year, 
and keep up an appearance of a perpetud summer 
even throughout the winter, 

"Winter gardens, as far as I know, exist no 
where else but in Prussia. In Potsdam we have 
only one, that of M. Voigt, very good and very 
highly kept; but at Berlin there are four, M. Teicl^- 
mann's in the Thiergarten, Faust's and George's 
both within the town walls, and Moeve's on the 
Potsdam road. The original of these gardens was 
established by M. Bouohi soon after the time of the 
general peace, but his garden is now quite negleclr 
ed^ and the leading establishment ever since 1818, 
has been M. Teichmann's. 

*« These gardens are simply large green-houses, 
or what would be called in England orangeries, 
with paved floors, a lofty ceiling plastered like that 
of a room, and upright windows in front. The air 
is heated by stoves, which are supplied with fuel 
from behind. On the floor are placed here and 
there large orange trees, myrtles, and various New 
Holland plants in boxes. The plants are mostly 
such as have a single stem of at least 3 or 4 feet in 
height, and round the stem and over the boxes a 
table is formed by properly contrived boards, so 
that the tree appears to be growing (mt of the 
centre of the table. These tables which are some- 
times round and sometimes square, are for the use 
of guests, either to take refreshments, or for pamph- 
lets and newspapers. Sometimes on each table 
there is a circle of handsome odoriferous plants, 
such as hyacinths, narcissuses, mignionette, &c. in 
pots, round the stem of the plant ; in other cases, 
there is no table, but the box is covered with liand- 
some flowering plants ; and in some parts of the 
floor^ one handsome tree in the middle is sur- 
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roimdad by sewf al smaHei' trees atid plahts, so as 
10 form a mass, or clumps of verdure and flbwers, 
such as we see in pleasure-grounds;. 

**'Thefl()wersi which are generally found in these 
winter gardens throughout the winter are hyacinths, 
narcissuses, ranunculuses, tulips, crocuses, roses, 
beatiis, camellias, acacias, epacrrses, correas, &c. 
There are also nuious climbers, curious or showy 
stoTC plants, pine apples in fruit, cactuses, &c., 
and sometimes even fruit trees, the latter both in 
flower and in fruit. The proprietors of these gar- 
dens Have generally small forcing stoves, for the 
purpose of bringing forward and keeping up their 
supplies. 

^it is' almost needless to say, that in these gar- 
dens or orangeries there are plenty of seats, and 
smaR' moveable tables, and generally music, a re- 
citer of poetry, a reader, a lecturer, or some other 
person or party to supply vocal or ititellectual 
entertainment; short plays have even been acted 
in them on the Sundays. In the evening the whole 
is illuminated, and on certain days of the week the 
music and illumihations are on a grander scale. 
In some of these orangeries also there are separate 
saloons with biMards, for ladies who object to the 
smoke of tobacco, for card playing, and fbr select 
parties. 

^^If you enter these gardens in the morning part 
of the day dtuing the winter season, you will find 
old gentlemen with spectacles rea^ng the news- 
papers, taking-chocolate, and talking politics; after 
three o'clock, you see ladies and gentlemen, and 
people of every description,, sitting among the trees, 
talking or reacHug, and smoking, and with punch,^ 
gn^, coffee, beer, and wine before them. In the 
saloon, you will see those gentlemen apd ladies 
who cannot liear tobacco ; and I ought to mention, 
that in some orangeries smoking tobacco is not 
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allowed^ aud iu others it is only permitted till a 
eertain time ia the day^' 

** When the audience leaves the theatre in the 
evening, you will find in M. Faust's garden a great 
number of .well dressed people of both sexes, who 
look in there before they go home* to see the 
beauty of vegetation when brilliantly illuminated 
by artificial light, and to talk of the play and the 
players. 

^^ I saw no garden in England, Scotland, or Ire- 
land, that I could compare to these winter gar- 
dens I they appear to me very suitable to a capital 
town, though I do not think tliey would be much 
frequented by the people of London, who have not 
the same taste, nor the same leisure, fbr these 
kinds of amusements, that the Berlin people have." 

Among the feathered race also there is much 
to delight an observant mind, as many birds may 
be seen and heard at this season* The nuthatch 
(Europma) although rather a scarce bird, is one of 
them. A correspondent, in the Magazine of Na^ 
iural History, communicates the following parti- 
culars of one : — " I had never seen the little bird 
called the nuthatch, when, one day, as I was ex- 
pecting the transit of some wood-pigeons under a 
beech tree, with a gun in my hand, I observed a 
little ash-coloured bird squat himself on one of 
the large lateral trunks over my head, and, after 
some observation, begin to tap loudly, or rather 
solidly upon the wood, and then proceed round and 
round the branch, it being clearly the same thing 
to him whether his nadir or zenith were uppermost. 
I shot, and the bird fell : there was a lofly hedge 
between us, and when I got over he had removed 
himself. It was some time before I secured him, 
and I mention this, because the maimer in which 
he eluded me was characteristic of bis cunning. 
He concealed himself in holes at the bottom of a 
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ditdb^ so long as he* heard the noise of motion, arid 
whien all was still, he would scud out and attempt 
to escape. A wing was broken, and I at length got 
hold of him. He prored small, but very fierce, 
and his bite would have made a child cry' out. 
The elbow joint of the wing being thoroughly 
diatteredy and finding that he had no other wound, 
I cut off the dangling limb, and put him into a 
lar^e cage with a common lark. The wound did 
noTin the least diminish his activity, nor yet his 
pUjgTiacity, for he instantly began to investigate all 
possible means of escape ; he tried the bars, then 
tapped the wood- work of the cage, and produced a 
knocking sound, which made the room re-echo ; 
but finding his efforts in vain, he then turned upon 
the lark, ran under him with his gaping beak to 
Mfe, and effectually alarmed his far more gentle 
90A elegant antagonist. Compelled to separate 
Aem, the nuthatch, for this bird I discovered him 
lo Tbe, by turning over the leaves of an Orniihologia, 
was put into a smaller cage of plaiu'oak wood and 
wire. Here he remained all night, and the next 
morning his knocking or tapping with his beak 
was the first sound I heard, though sleeping in an 
apartment divided from the other by a landing- 
place. He had food given to him, minced chickeii 
and bread-crumbs, and water. He eat and drank 
widb a most perfect impudence, and the moment 
he bad satisfied himself, turned again to his work 
of battering the fi*ame of his cage, the sound from 
which^, both in loudness and prolongation of noise, 
is only to be compared to the efforts of a fashion- 
able footman upon a fashionable door in a fashionable 
siqpiare. He had, a particular fancy for the extre- 
mities of the corner pillars of the cage ; on these 
he spent his most, elaborate taps, and at this mo- 
ment, though he only occupied the cage a day, the 
vood is pierced and worn like a piece of old worm- 
R 2 



ei^teii timber* fie probably had «ii idea, tfa»t if 
tbei^ main beams couM aaca be peaetrated^ the 
re&t of the superstructiue would fall, and fraa 
hinu^ Against the door- way be had abo apardU 
cubcr spite, imd once succeeded in opening it ; and 
when, to interpose a lartber obstacle, it was tied te 
a douitile knot with strkig^ the perpetual appHca** 
iion of his beak quickly unloosed it. In tncdiaary 
ci^es a circular hole is left in the wdre for the binl 
to insert his head, to drink from a glass : to this 
bole the nuthatch constimtly rejxaired^ not for th» 
purpose of drinking, but to try to put out more 
than his head, but in vain ; for he is a thick bird, 
and rather heavily built ; but the instant he found 
the hole too small, he would withdraw his head, 
and b^in to dig andbaomier at thecirde, aitd 
where it is rooted in the wood, with 1ms pickaxe of 
a beaky evidently with a design to enlarge the 
orifice. HisJiabour was incessant, and he eat aa 
largely as he worked ; and 1 £ear it was iheomil;^ 
effects of both that killed him. His hammering 
was peculiarly laborious, for he did not pe^k as 
other birds dc^ but grasping his hold with his iaa^ 
mense feet, he turned upon them as upon a pirott 
and struck with tlie whole weight of his liody, •thus 
assuming the appearance witib his entire forms of 
the head of a hammer ; or, as I hvfe som^imes 
seen birds on the mechanical clocks made to. strike 
the hour by swinging on a wheel. We were in 
hopes that when the sun went down he would 
cease from his labours, and rest : but no $ al tlie 
interval of every ten minutes;, up to nine or ten 
o^clock ia the night, he resumed his knocking^ 
and strongly reminded us of the coffin maker's 
nightly and dreary occupation. It was said.l^ ^eoe 
of us, ' he is nailing his own coffin ;* and so il 
piTQved* An aw£d fluttering ia the <?age, now 
covered with a handkeqchiej^ anoounoed tiuit aomijB* 
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ddng was wnmf : we found him at the bottom of 
his prison^ with his feathers raffled, and nearly all 
turned back. He was taken out, and for some 
time he lingered, amidst convulsions, and occa^ 
sional brightening^ up : at length he drew his last 
gwp I and will it be beliyed that tears were shed 
on Mb demise ? The fact is, that the apparent in- 
telligence of his character, the speculation in his 
ey^ the assiduity of bis labour, and bis most ex* 
tiaordinary fearlessness and iJAmiliarity, though 
coapled with fierceness, gave us a consideration 
for lum that may appear ridiculous to those who 
have never so nearly observed the ways of an animal 
as to fi^l interested in its fate. With us it was dif* 
foreut. 

^ Since our poor nuthatch died, I have observed 
that White in his charming work on the Natural 
SRsitny of Selbome, states, that the knocking of 
the ndAiatch may be heard at the distance of a iur<> 
long; and that he has frequently placed nuts in the 
joints of a gate for this bird, which were quickly 
penetrated by his beak, and the kernal extracted. 
The beak is uncommonly large and strong for so 
small a bird/' 

The smallest of Bridsh birds, the golded crested 
wren, (SyMa regulusj is now more easily discover* 
ed than any other bird. 

. Alpft in nasy course the gokleikwKB 
Sports on ihe bonghs. Giibome. 

It !s SO extremely timid, that by striking the 
bongfa upon which it is sitting, sharply with a stick 
or stone, it immediately falls to the ground, and 
gen^raUy dead. White says, ^^it will stand uncon^ 
cemed till you come wMiin liiree or four yards 
of it.'* 

The red-breast fmotacila mbecula) at this season 
is peenfiarly firaia of the hd>itation of man, and 
X 8 
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unless -the nreather is extreiady oald, -ev^en ehews 
Ihe win^y gloom with his song* 

* Dear little tenant of the flowery grove* 
Sweet warbler at my frost-embroidered pane. 
When winter rules despotic' hill and plain, 
And hushed the feather'd si^tor's lay of love, 
And wandering minstrels seek.more genial diine:; . 
Come, sweetest bird, that little heeds the storm. 
And perched near lonely cottage casement warm. 
Fall blithely sings, scorning the iron time,— 
Come, with thy sparkling eye of porest ray, 
And throat that might Virginia's songsters dare 
With her's its brilliant plumage to compare : 
Come, cheer the wintiy as the summer day, 
And like a faithful frienii, be thine to bless 
When sunbeams daz^e, or when clouds oppress.' 

There are many insects to be found at this seMon. 
Gnats are often seen sporting in.the winter^s suuj 
and winter moths and bay shouldered button-mottis 
are^ at times seen. Birds are often accused of de- 
stroying the buds of tjceesy because they are often 
found nibbling about them. It is not the buds how- 
ever^ but the insects frequenting them^ of which 
they are in search. . 

There are some dtiimals peculiarly adapted fi>r 
this season; the rein-deer is one of these* The tra- 
veller from Norway or Sweden may proceed witji 
ease and safety even beyond the polar circle^ but 
when he enters Finmark he cannot stir without the 
rein-deer; and with his faithful servant the Finmark 
dealer may travel from his native wilds, to dispose 
of his producein the market of Tomea awl Stock- 
holm. The rein-deer alone connects two extremi- 
ties of a kingdom; and without him, the comforts 
jand knowledge of civilized life could never be ex- 
tended over those countries, which, during a great 
part of the year, are cut off from all other commu- 
nication widi the other portions of mankind. There 
is a portrait of n rein-deer in the palace of Di;otaing- 
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hoim^ Sweden, which is represented upon an 
occasion of emergency, .to have drawn an officer 
with important dispatches, the incredible distance 
of 800 English miles in 48 hours. This was in 
I60B, and tradition says, the animal dropped down 
lifeless on its arrivid, — J7e Brake's winter in 

WINTER.— A SONNET. 

The wiad hcwb loud, the snow i$ on the groand. 

The ipy riTer has forgot to flow ; 
On leafless boaghs no shelter can be foand 

Where tlie poor starving feathered race can go. 
The timid robm to the window flies* 

And begs some crumbs to save him from death's doom, 
As roood the fire the happy circle hies 

To dissipate with mirth drear ^miter's gloom : 
"'Ith then we fi^el the blest delights of home. 

And for the firiendless wanderer shed a tear, 
: . Who^s doomM unsheltered through this world to roam. 

Devoid of even hope his days to cheer : 
How ought our thanks great God ! ascend, to thei^^ 
Who fipCNOi such earthly saisery keeps us free. 

Frfithriek T^tU^ 
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Tas miiDe of this month has giy^n rise to long* 
etymological contests; hut it was probably derived 
from Februa, a name of Juno, who was presumed 
to preside over the diseases of females. Numa 
placed it under the patronage of Neptune, the sup- 

fiosed adviser of carrying off the Sabine women, 
t was called by the Saxons, the Sprout Kele, and 
subsequently the Sol Monath^ from the return of 
the Suui then entering on the sign of the Fishes. 

2. — ^PURIFICATION OF TUB VIKGIN MARY. 

This is also called Candlemas Day. It is a festi- 
val of high antiquity among Christians, and is 
still observed with great pomp by the Church of 
Rome; bmog in commemoration of the presentation 
of Christ in the Temple, and Purification of the 
Blessed Virgin. 

2. — 1829. — YORK MINSTER BURNT. 
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On this day the iaterior of that stupendous monu«» 
ment of past ages, York Mios^tec, was aearly de- 
^royedhy fi^e. About half past two o'clock, an 
ititetidUiry named Jonathan Martin, who had coih- 
ceiled himself b^lUnd a tomb, during service in the 
afternoon, set fire to that sacred pile, by collecting 
the dtergymen^s and singers* surplice^ &c.^ and, 
after placing thetii in a heap in the vestry room, 
set '^ftre to them, by means of a fiint and steel he 
cailied In his pocket. Having seen the flanbes 
fiftntly tsfke hold of the elegant tabernacle wood- 
work by which the choir is surrounded* he made 
his escape through a window in the north transept, 
by meUnd of a piece of rope cut from the one attach- 
ed to the prayer-belL The fire was not discovered 
till s6ven o^clock the next morning | when the 
flames had extended themselves so widely, that in a 
short tikne the roof fell in and the whole of the choir 
and ishancel resembled an immense furnace, and 
Cimtiliued burning for hours after* The length of 
roof destroyed was 222 feet, including the noble 
prgati and communion plate* The &mes were 
arrested ib their lurther progress by means of saw- 
ing away the burning rafters. The damage done, 
amoimted to about 4^0,000. The rope by which 
Martin escaped l>eipg left suspended from the v4n- 
dow« led to an enquiry, which terminated in his 

Siptebentioii^ near Hesdiam, the following Friday, 
e had formerly been a sailor, but lately subsisted 
by selling a pamphlet of his own Ufe. He confessed 
to having set fire to the cathedral, in consequence 
of two reoMMrJcable dreams^ ftom wjbich he Ameied 
be wtM ioiioU* B^ng afterwards tried find acquis 
ted m tfae i^Mkodiif insaiHty, he wds sent^oed lio 
end ibis days in the €rimiml Limalie Asylum^ 
Sunt George's Fields, L(»idoti» 
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BLAISB, 

According to the learned antiquary Dr* Pegge, 
Blaise was bishop of Sebasta^ in Cappadocia, and suf* 
fered death in the reign of Dioclesian, about the year 
1SB3, according to the Legenda Aui^ but the En- 
glish version of that book has the year 387^ neither 
of which dates are strictly true, since Dioclesian di<l 
not succeed to the empire till the year 284^ and 
died before the latter date. Before his deaths 
which was by beheading, he was whipped, and had 
his flesh torn ferrets pectinibus] with iron combs; 
and this seems to be the only reason for the respect 
paid to his memory by woolrcombers. Butler, how- 
ever, disagrees with Dr. Pegfgfe imd fixes his death 
in the year 316, when he was martyred jn the per-* 
secution of Ldcinius, by the command of AgricoUiUs, 
governor of Cappidocia and the lesser Amenia. 

St. Btazey, a small village in Cornwall, is cele- 
brated for haying been the landing-place of the 
bishop, whose effigy is preserved in the church, 
which is dedicated to his memory. An annual festi- 
val is also held in the parish on this day, in honor 
of this distinguished patron of the wool-combing 
trade; it is also observed by nearly. all the woq}- 
combers in the kingdom, who carry in their posses- 
sion an effigy of the Saint as the inventor or patron 
of their art. At Wakefield in Yorkshire, in 1829, 
this day was kept by a public procession and much 
rejoicing. 

5.-- ST. AGATHA. 

A Sknlian martyr who suffered about the year 
S51. Butler relates, that before her death she was 
tortured, and being refiised physicians, St. Peter 
himself came from heaven, healed her wounds, and 
filled her prison with light. 

Agatha's charms attracted the notice of the go- 
vernor of the province, who, being unable to efilct 
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his base purpose, ordered her to be scourged for not 
worshippiiig the pagan deities : her tortures being 
oontinued, she at length prayed to God to receive 
her soi4y and expired while under punishment. 

8.— 4807. PASCAL DB PAOLI DIED^ iETAT. 81. 




l%is celebrated patriot was bom at Rostino, in 
Oorncfl^ In 17*^> in a humble dwelling, of which 
the i^>ove is a correct view. In his 29th year he 
was unanimously chosen generalissimo^ Id a full 
assembly of the people, and began by re-modelling 
the laws of Corsica. When the Genoese basely sold 
the Mand to the French monarch, Paoli remained 
firtt kibis determination of securing the indepen- 
dence of his country. In the war which ensued^ 
the French were beaten ; but a reinforcement 
having arrived, the Corsican patriots were over- 
whelmed^ Paoli being left with only* about five hon- 
dr^ men; the$e were, unfortunately, surrounded, 
ba4 ^Ugl^ the French were anxious to secure th^ 
peraon of their chief, Paoli succeeded in cutting a 
way for himself and little band through the ranks 
of his en^nies. As resistance was now in vain, he 
met bis hardy followers on the Ponte Yeccbio, near 
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VivariOj which crosses a mountain torrent, and bade 
adieu to them and his countryy in 1769« H<e e^aped 
to Englandji where he fvas received with fei^ngs of 
admiration and respect; Being inUXMhi^pd -^t court, 
the Duke of Grafton, then prime minister, obtained 
for him a pension of j^l200 a year, which he libe- 
rally shared with his com|)anioos in exile. FVom 
tins time he lived a retired life, devoting himself 
chiefly to the cultivation of ekgant^ literature^ and 
forming intimacies with Dr. Johnson, Goldsmith, 
and other great men« 

On the breaking out of the Frenoh revohitfon he 
repaired to Paris, and soon aflep embarked for 
Corsica, where be was presented to the rank of 
Commander-in-Chief, and President of the depaa-t- 
ment; He was, however, not quite contented; he 
was ambitious of seeing Corsica wholly independent, 
aii€^ this being also the wish of his^ countrymeb, 
PaoU was declared a traitor by the French govern^^ 
ment On this, lie resolved upon an expedient^ 
which, though it was a renunciation of indep^id^ee, 
promised to secure all the advantages of reaMiber- 
ty; this was an union of Corsica with- 1^ Grown^ of 
Great Britaio: after eflfectaig which, he returned to 
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England. Having lost all his property by the 
failure of a mercantile house at Leghorn^ he was 
compelled to pass the remainder of his life in great 
privacy ia London, where he ended hh days. 

Corsica is a wild romantic country. Its inhabi- 
tants are in general stout and well formed, but of 
rather a ferocious appeai*ance. Their manners are 
simple, and their dress so uniform, that it scarcely 
forms any criterion to distinguish the rich from the 
poor. The mouutaineers havje a wai*-like appear- 
ance, and aU re^mble the annexed figures. 




5. 1829. ^JOHN BIRD DIED, JETAT« 61. 

A self-taught artist of some eminence, who with- 
out the aid of a liberal education, or early instruc- 
tion in his art, rose into reputation by the force of 
strong original intellect, and habits of close appli- 
cation and persevering industry. 

6. — 1829. — SIR MARK WOOD, BART. F.R.S. DIJRD. 

Early in life Sir Mark went to India, and en- 
tered into the Company's service. Having amassed 
a considerable fortune, he returned to England in 
1790, and became a Member of Parliament in 1794, 
He was the author of Tike Importance of Malta 
cm9i4ertd; with remarks during a Journey from 
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England, through Egypt, to India :^ani also of 
A Review of the Origin^ Progress, and Result of 
the late War with Tippoo Sultaun. 

7.r— SBPTUAGB81MA SUNDAY. 

So called from its being about the seventieth 
day before Easter. It is the ninth Sunday before 
Easter^ and the third before Leut. 

The earliest term of Septuagesima Sunday is the I 
18th of January, when Easter-day falls on the 22ad \ 
of March ; the latest is the 22nd of February, when 
Easter happens on the 25th of April. 

8. — 1586. MARY QUEEN OF SCOTS BEHEADED. , 

MARY'S LAMENT 

By Emma C JEmbury. , 

The queen ceased not to direct her looks to the shore c^ 
France, until the darkness interrupted her wishful eye. At I 
the dawn of day the coast of France was still in sight, the • 
galleys haviag made but little progress during the night. * 
While it remained in view, she often repeated, * Farewell, 
France ! farewell ! I shall never see you more !'-»CAa/mer*« ^ 
Life of the Scottish Queen, i 

Farewell, dear France ! my sad heart's chosen home 
Land of my earliest joys, a last farewell ! j 

Still o'er thy shores mine eyes delighted roam, 
But ah ? the eruel winds the white sails swell ; 
And when to-morro\f dawns, my look shall dwell ' 

Only upon the rushing waves that bear 
My bark too swiftly on to reach its port of care ! \ 

Alas ! alas ! till now I never knew \ 

How sharp might be the thorns that line a crown I li 

Oh ! wo is mine, that thus am doom'd to view, \ 

At once, the smile of fortune and her frown, 'I 

And find my spirit in the dust cast down, \ 

When pride would bid me think on queenly state, ^^ 

And spurn 'mid glory's dreams the humbler ills of fate t ^ 

Yet, ah, how can the mournful widow's heart ! 

Turn to the joys ambition might awake ? } 

Doomed from the husband of my youth to part, I' 

What pleasure now in glory can I take ? ^^ 

When most I prized it, 'twas for his dear sake \, 

. My loftiest aim was but to share his throne ; " 

How can my weak hand bear the sceptre's weight alone T k 
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lake JOB pale moon must be my dreaij way ; 
Lonely she sldnes, aHiioiigh so pure and bright ; 
And as she blends not with the sun's rich ray, 
But waits his absence to diffuse her light, 
So only since mj day has turned to night. 
Has so much splendor gathered round my name : 
Alas! how happier far, had I but shared his fame ! 

But he is gone ; and I, his heavy loss, 
Through many a lonely year am doomed to weep ; 
Yet oft my thoughts the dark blue seas will cross, 
To seek the spot where all I love doth sleep ; 
For in my husband's grave is buried deep 
The all of joy that I could ever taste ; 
And glory but illumes my sad heart's blighted waste. 

The Token. 

9.— 1^9. REV. WILLIAM CROWB, DIED, .STAT. 83. 

A native of Winchester and Fellow of New Col* 
lege, Oxford, where he took the degree of B.C.L. 
in 1773) and was appointed to a tutorship. He 
afterwards obtained the rectory of Alton Barnes, in 
Wiltshire. He was a man of talent, and will be 
long remembered as the author of Lewesdon Hill^ 
a poem in blank verse, much in the style of the 
elder poets. The following are a few of its con- 
cluding lines. 

Now I descend 
To join the worldly crowd ; perchance to talk. 
To think, to act as they ; Ihen all these thoughts 
That lift the expanding heart aboye this spot 
To heavenly musing, Uiese shall pass away, 

gl'en as this goodly prospect from my Yiew,) 
idden by near and earthy rooted cares. 
So passes human life ; oar better mind 
Is, as a Sunday's garment, liien put on 
When we haye nought to do ; but at our work 
We wear a worse for thrift. Of this enough. 
To-morrow for severer thought ; but now 
To breakfast, and keep festival to-day. 

10« 1829. POP£ LBO XII. DI£0, JETAT. 68. 

Annibal della Genga was born August 2, 1760, at 
the Castle of Genga, the property of his family, 

l2 
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situated betweeo Urbino aiul the March of Ancona. 
He entered the church very early, aad BOom ob- 
tained very considerable preferment. It was about 
the period of the first invasion of Italy by the French, 
however, that he first entered into a conspicuous 
public situation. He was then sent as Nuncio to 
the Court of Bavaria and the States of a second rank 
in Germany, 'which high office be filled for fourteen 
years. In 1807> he was sent by the Pope to Paris, 
on a mission to Napoleon, and on his return to Rome 
he was obliged, when the French took possession of 
that city, as well as the other Prelates who were 
not natives of the Roman States, to remove away« 
In 1814, be was ag«dn sent to France to compliment 
Louis XVIII. and was afflicted at Paris with a long 
illness. In 1816, he was elevated to the dignity of 
Cardinal ; and on the death of Pope Pius the Seventh, 
in 1823, he was elected to the papal chair. The 
election was terminated so quickly, that there was 
scarcely time to intrigue. Pius VII. died on August 
20, the operations of the scrutiny commenced on 
September 3, and on the 27th the election was de- 
clared. Few conclaves have been so speedily closed; 
the Italian Cardinals understanding that it was ne- 
cessary to make haste, if they wished to escape the 
effects of foreign influence, which might have pro- 
longed the day of decision. Many were surprised 
at the title of Leo the Twelfth, assumed by the new 
Pope. Every body is familiar with the celebrated 
name of Leo X., but few knew that there was ever 
a Pope called Leo XL: the Pope so designated 
reigned for a space not quite amounting to a montb^ 
he having been chosen on the 1st of April, 1605, 
and dying on the 27th of the same month. 

Pope Leo was tall, and well made : a patron of 
the Arts, and accustomed to business; of a firm and 
independent character, having a will of his own, and 
address sufficient to accomplish his plans. In the 
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diptonmtic stations he fiflcid, he showed a great deal 
of knowledge^ and a perfect acquaintance with men 
and with business. 

A private letter from a student in the English 
CoHege at Rome^ dated March 3, contains some 
curious particulars of the ceremonies which follow- 
ed the demise : 

'' TI10 Lord Chamberlain, one of the cardinals, went in 
state from his palace, and entering the apartment where the 
corpse reposed, called upon it by name, and receiving no 
answer, approached the bed, and having ascertained that it 
was the dead body of the Pope, fell on his knees and prayed 
fiyr Ae departed soul. He then took into his own hands all 
the tenpond power of the Pope, and retired. But at the 
door, as is usual on such occasions, he found drawn up the 
Pope's Swiss guard, who refused to let him pass, saying, 
&at as their master was dead, there was no one to pay them. 
He, however, promised them that he would be their master^ 
and told them to follow him : he then ascended into his car- 
riage, round which the Swiss ranged themselyes, and con- 
ducted him to his house, where he is guarded as soyereign. 

*^ The body was immediately embalmed, and late on Wed- 
nesdajy the entrails of the defunct Pontiff, enclosed in a 
mortuary, <or vase, were carried to the church of St. Vincent 
and St. Anastase. On the morning of the following day the 
body of his Holiness was embalmed, and, being dressed, 
was exposed to the view of the people in the Chapel of 
Sixtos. The corpse was robed in pontificals, and on each 
side a.party of the Pope's guard noble, with arms rcTersed, 
and crape scarfs. Large wax lights were burning around, 
and the clergy attached to St. Peter's were in constant 
attendance, reciting prayers for the deceased. On Friday 
mmiiiig we were in St. Peter's at an early hour, and large 
as that chnrdi is, it was soon crowded to excess. A large 
couch had been prepared in the middle of the church, and 
after waiting there some time, the gates were thrown open 
and we heard the solemn lones of the Pope's choir ap- 
proaehing. A troop of the Swiss guard advanced ap the 
Chofeh, dressed in armour, then followed the olergy and 
cardinals in their purple dresses, the guard noble in splendid 
uniform, and lai^ly the body, borne by six of the clergy, 
attended by the choir, chanting in the most solemn and 
alfeotiDg strains. The body was then laid upon the couch 
pr^pased, dressed in all the robes peculiar to the Pope. 
After the recital of some prayers, and sprinkling the body 
with holy water, it was removed to one of the side chapels« 
l3 



114 ]tEHARKABX£ BAYS 

Ob Sumkiy, the body, rased on a \9i%e and •«niil«piia bed, 
was placed near the gate of the chapel, so near, that persons 
approaching could kiss the foot, and thousands on thousands 
performed 9iis ceremony, At about seven on Sunday CTen- 
mg, a large body of soldiers entered the church, and fofmed 
in two semieireular ranks from the chapel where tiie bo4y 
reposed to another opposite, and the procession soon began 
to move ; and after the funeral service had been performed, 
it was placed in the coffin and sealed up by the Lord Cham- 
berlain. Shortly afterwards the body was placed in a par- 
ticular part of the church, where the Pope is generally 
laid until the death of his successor. This Pope will, I be- 
lieve, remain there but one year, as it was his request to be 
then buried in another church. 

" The obsequies of a. Pope continue nine days, at which 
all the dignitaries of church and state attend, together with 
the ambassadors of foreign courts. These ceremonies are 
carried on in a most splendid manner ; but the last l^ree 
days are grand beyond imagination. Soon after the Pope's 
death, preparations were made to adorn the church (if St. 
. Peter's can be adorned,) and in the middle was raised an 
immense pyramid of mock granite, measuring in height 
about one hundred and ten feet. On the base were painted 
the principal actions of the Pope, and inscriptions com- 
memorating his virtues. Large statues on it were plaeed 
looking towards the end of the chureh, and on the summit 
a beautiful figure of religion. From the four comers arose 
large branches, each bearing two hundred candles of wax, 
each weighing one pound. On and around this pyramid 
there were one thousand lights. It is customary to raise 
one of these at the death of each Pope, but there never was 
seen one like the present ; it was indeed a splendid sigbt. 
The English were lost in admiration. At Christmas there 
were fifteen hundred English in Rome." 

11. 1829.-**- JONATHAN SCOTT, I.I«.I>. DIED^iBTAT. 75. 

Mr. Scott was born at Slirewsbury, and at twelve, 
went to India, where be became a Captain io the 
Company's senrice. Having studied the history aod 
language of the country, he attracted tiie attention 
of Warren Hastings, who appointed him Persian 
Secretary. After his return to England, the Univer* 
sity of Chcford conferred upon htm the degrees of 
LL.D., and he retired to Shrewsbury, where he end- 
ed his days, and was buried in Old St. Chad's Church. 
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As an author^ Dr. Scott will be long remembered. 
He {nibltshed a translation of Ferishta^s History of 
Dekkan; An Historical View of the Decan; Bahar 
JDanushj or Garden of Knowledge; Tales, Anec- 
dotes and Letters from the Arabic and Persian ; 
and The Arabian Night*s Entertainments, revised 
from the Arabic^ with several new tales translated 
for the first time. 

• 

14. — ST. VALENTINS. 

During the celebration of the Roman Lupercalia, 
on this day, it was a custom to put young women's 
names into a box^ which were ^ierwards drawn by 
the men. But the early pastors of the Christian 
church abolished the Lupercalian rites, and appoint- 
ed St. Valentine in their stead : hence it has been 
continued as a season, as some say, in imitation of 
the birds, for choosing our special lovers. 

St. Valentine was an ancient presbyter of the 
church, who suffered in the persecution under 
Claudius II. at Rome : after being imprisoned a year, 
be was beaten with clubs and then beheaded, in the 
Fia Flaminia, about the year 270. 

THE LEGEND OF ST. VALENTINE. 

From Britain's realm, in olden time, 
By the stronj^ power of truths sublime, 

The pagan ntes were banish'd ; 
And spite of Greek and Roman lore, 
Each god and goddess, famed of yore, 

From grove and altar vanished. 

And they (as sore became tkem best) 
To Anstia and PauUniiis 'host 

Obediently submitted. 
And left the land without delay, 
Save Cupid, who still held a sway, 
Too strong to passively obey, 

Or be by samts outwitted. 
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For well the boy-god knew that he 
Was far too potent, ere to be 
Depos'd and exird quietly 

From his belov'd dominion ; 
And sturdily the urchin swore 
He ne'er to leave the British shore, 

Would move a single pinion. 

The saints at this were sadly vex'd, 
And much their holy brains perplex'd, 

To bring the boy to reason ; 
And, when they found him bent to stay. 
They built up convent walls straightway. 

And put poor Love in prison. 

But Cupid, though a captive made, 
Soon met, within a convent shade. 

New subjects in profusion : 
Albeit, he found his pagan name 
Was heard by pious maid and dame 

With horror and confusion. 

For all were there demure and coy, 
And deem'd a rebel heathen boy 

A most unsaintly creature ; 
But Cupid found a way, with ease, 
His slyest vot'ries' tastes to please, 

And yet not change a feature. 

For, by his brightest dart, the elf 
Affirmed he'd turn a saint himself, 

To make their scruples lighter ; 
So gravely hid his dimpled smiles, 
His wreathed locks, and playful wiles. 

Beneath a bishop's mitre. 

Then Christians rear'd the boy a shrine, 
And youths invok'd St. Valentine 

To bless tiieir annual passion ; 
And maidens still hia name revere, 
And, smiling, hail his day each year-— 
A day to village lovers dear. 

Though saints are out of fashion. 
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TO A LADY READING A YALENTINR 

BT THE AUTHOR OF ** HOBOIfOK«" 

Wkat are thy thoa|^hts» tbon placid one? 
Thy glance is mild as eyeiuiiiip sun- 
Holy and bright the ladd beam, 
As loTe and hope were in thy dream. 
Calm are thy feelings^-still and deep 
As seraph's joy or infant's sleep : 
Kot thine the British Sappho's eye. 
Like love's Tolcano bla&ng high— 
FlnshM cheek, and passion-stricke& brow. 
Are not for one so pure as thon : 
Thoa'rt not a thing aU smiles and tears, 
Wasting thy sonl in hopes and fears ; 
Tet thon, sweet maiden, canst not hide 
Affection's deep and noiseless tide. 

A saddenM hue is on thy cheek. 
Thy thoughtfal look is still and meek ; 
And well I know that young loTe flings 
A shadow from his purple wings. 
*Th sad to think life's sun-light gleam 
May leave thee, like a morning dream :«» 
Can brows so gentle and so fair 
Be early mark'd by with'ring care ? 
Ah ! listen to the plaintive tone 
O'er all Felicia's music tiirown ! 
Heaven spare thee the thrilling sigh. 
Which wakes her harp to melody ! 

There's subtle power in eveiy line 
Of that bewitching Valentine ; 
If once within the throbbing heart, 
Nor time, nor change bids it depart ; 
And seldom it's a quiet guest ; 
In woman's fond devoted breast ; 
New thoughts may fire the weary brain, 
But hearts once chill'd ne'er warm again* 

Yet, lady, trust the dang'rous boy ! 
His smiles are full of light and joy ; 
And e'en his most envenom'd dart 
Is better than a vacant heart. 

14.— SBXAGBSIMA SUNDAY. 

This is the second Sunday before Lent, so called 
as being about sixty-days previous to Easter ; before 
which it is tbe eighth Sunday. 
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21. QUmaOAGBSlMA, OR SHROVE SUNDAY. 

This is called Quinquagesima^ from its being* 
about the fiftieth day before Easter ; it is also the 
seventh Sunday before Easter 5 and the Sunday 
before Shrove Tuesday. 

23. SHROVB l^BSDAY. 

This is the first Tuesday after Quinquagesima 
Sunday, and is so called from the Saxon shrive; 
literally, to confess. On this day, in Catholic times, 
every person m this country were obliged to confess 
their sins to tlie priest in their parish church; and 
that it should be observed, the great bell in every 
parish was rung at ten o'clock. 

It is also called Pancake-day, In the year 1446, 
Simon Eyre, a Shoe- maker, and Lord Mayor of 
London, ordered, that on the ringing of a bell, on 
this day, in every parish in the city, aJl apprentices 
should leave work and shut up their shops, to feast 
upon puddings, pies, and pancakes; which was 
called ?k pancake feast. 

Cock-fighting was formerly a very common prac- 
tice on this day throughout the country; this cruel 
sport is now, however, nearly extinct. In the 
Obituary of the Gentleman's Magazine for April, 
1789, is the following : " Died, April 4th, at Totten- 
ham, John Ardesoi^ Esq., a young man of large 
fortune. Mr. Ardesoif was very fond of cock-fight- 
ing; and had a favourite cock, on which he had 
won many profitable matches. The last bet he 
made on this cock was lost; which so enraged him^ 
that he had the bird tied to a spit and roasted alive 
before a large fire. The screams of the miserable 
animal were so affecting, that some gentlemen pre- 
sent attempted to interfere ; which so enraged Mr. 
A., that he seized a poker and with most furious 
vehemence, declared he would kill the first man 
who interposed. But in the midst of his passionate 
observations, he fell dead upon the spot.'' 
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24. — ST. MATTHIAS. 

After the crucifixion, and the death of the traitor 
Judas, Peter, in the midst of the disciples, they 
being in number about 120, proposed the election 
of an apostle in his stead, '^ and they appointed two, 
Joseph, called Barsabus, who was sumamed Justus, 
and Matthias:'' and they prayed, to be directed in 
their choice, "and they gave forth their lots; and 
the lot fell upon Matthias, and be was numbered 
with the eleven apostles/' — Acts i. 23, 26. He was 
qualified for the apostleship, by having been a con- 
stant attendant upon our Saviour all the time of his 
ministry. He is supposed to have been one of the 
seventy disciples. After our Lord's resurrection, 
he preached the gospel first in Judea, and after- 
wards in Ethiopia, where he suffered martyrdom. 

24. ^ASH WEDNESDAY AND FIRST DAY OP LENT. 

So called because in the Romish church the priest 
blesses ashes on this day, and puts them upon the 
heads of the people. These ashes are made of the 
branches of brushwood or palms, consecrated the 
year before, and cleaned, dried and sifted. After 
the priest has absolved the people, he sprinkles 
these ashes upon them for the redemption of their 
sins. 

It is also the first day of Lent; a solemn time of 
fasting in the Christian church. Those of the Latin 
church, and some of the Protestant communion 
maintain, that it was always a fast of forty days, 
and, as such, of apostolical institution, and that it 
was variously observed in different churches, and 
grew by degrees from a fast of forty hours to a fast 
of forty days. This is the opinion of Bishop Taylor, 
Morton, De Moulin, Daille and others. 

Mr. Fosbroke observes, that ladies wore friar's 
girdles in Lent. He quotes from Camden's Re- 
mains^ that Sir Thomas More, finding his lady 
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scolding her servants during Ijent, endeavoured to 
restrain her. "Tush, tush, my lord/' said sbe, 
*^ look, here is one step so heavenward," shawing' 
him a friar's girdle. '* I fear me/' said he, " that 
one step, will not bring you up one step higher.'' 
There are various instances of belief in^ the virtues 
of garments that had been worn by monks and 
firiars, some of them almost surpassing belief. 

28. — QUADRAGSSIMA SUNDAY. 

So called from the Quadragesimal, or forty days' 
fkst. It is also the first Sunday in Lent. 

28. 1828. BRUNSWICK THEATRK DBSTROYBB. 

This Theatre, in Well Street, Wellclose Square, 
stood on the site of the Royalty Theatre, first built 
by the unfortunate John Palmer, who died on the 
Liverpool stage, while performing I'he Stranger. 
It had only been opened two days, when it fell, 
burying in its ruins a vast number of performers 
and others, out of i^hich thirteen lost their lives. 
The annexed view is worthy preservation from its 
being an accurate representation of the ruins, im- 
mediately after the accident. 
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Sll$tronomttal 0ttwntm$^ 

In February, 1830. 

Stars, wherefore do you rise? 

To light thy spirit to the skies. 
Fair Moob, why dost tboa wane t 

That I may wax i^aizi» 
O Son ! what makes thy beams so bright? 

The word that said, *' !tet there be light" 
Planets, what guides you in your course ? 

Uiueen^ un£elt, onfoiling force. 

JAMES MONVOOHBRY. 

Solar Phenomena* 

The Sun enters Pisces at 21 m. past 2 in the 
UKMrning of the 19th of this month; and he rises 
and sets on certain days during the same period^ 
as in the following 

TABLE. 

Feb; 1st, San rises 27 m. after 7, sets 33 m. after 4 

eth, 18 7, .. 42 ...... 4 

11th,-. 9 ...... 7, .. 61 4 

. 16th, 7, .. 6 

21st, •• 61 6, .. 9 6 

Seth, 41 6, .. 19 6 

Egtcation. of Time* 

To find the true or mean time from the appa- 
rent, the correction must be used as directed in the 
following 

TjahU of the Equation of Time for everyfifth day. 

m. s. 
Monday, Feb. 1st, to the time by the dial, add 13 66 

Saturday, . . 6th, 14 26 

Thnnday, .. llth, 14 35- 

Taesday, . . 16th, 14 26 

Sunday, . . 21st, 13 68 

Friday, .. 26th, 13 14 

M 
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Eclipse of the Sun. 

The Sun will be eclipsed on the 23rd of^tiiis 
month, but invisible to the British Isles* The 
ecliptic conjunction at 36 m. after 4 in the mom* 
ing, in longitude 1 1, signs 4^ 7i' I Moon's latitude 

V m' N. 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phages ffthe Moon. 

FvlU Moon Tib d^ at 42 m. past 7 in the eyening. 
Last Quarter 16th T . . . 28 . . past midnight. 
New Moon 23rd .... 36 . . 4 in the mom. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The following times are selected from the Moon's 
transits this month, as affording suitable opportu- 
nities of observation, should the weather prove 
favorable : 

February 1st, at 64 m. after 6 in the evening. 

2nd,.. 48 7 

3rd,.. 42 ...... 8 

4th,.. 35 ....'.. 9 

6th,. .27 10 

14th, . . 26 4 in the morning. 

15th, . . 11 6 

16th, . . 67 5 

171h, ..46 6 

18th, .. 37 7 

19th,. .31 ...... 8 

26th, . 1 3 in the afternoon. 

27th,. 56 3 

28th, ..51 4 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 

Phases of Venus. 

The light and dark phases of this beautiful planet 
bear the following proportions to each other : 

February 1st. — lUnminated part = 3.0368 
Dark part = 8.9632 

From which it appears that Venus has now a cres- 
cent form, and is similar in aspect to the Moon 
when waning ; which beautiful phase of our sister 
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planet before it melts into the solar rays, and of 
VeAUSy previous to her inferior coojuctions^ has 
famished poets with some of their most exquisitely 
touching images; the IbUowing, by James Mont- 
gomery^ describes, with a felicity peculiar to him- 
self^ the separation of the spirit from the body of a 
pious young female : 

Bat she was waninp to the tomb ; 
Hie wonn of death was in her bloom : 
Yet as the mortal frame declined. 
Strong through the ruins rose the mind : 
As the dim moon, when night ascends. 
Slow in the east the darimess rends, 
Through melting clouds by gradual gleams, 
Pours the mild lustre of her beams. 
Then bursts in triumph o'er the pole. 
Free as a disembodied soul 1 
Thus while her veil of flesh decayed 
Her beauties brightened through the shade ; 
Charms which her lowly heart concealed, 
In nature's weakness were revealed ! 
And still the unrobing sjMt cast 
Diviner glories to the last ; 
Dissolved its bonds, and cleared its flight. 
Emerging into perfect light. 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

Owing to the proximity of Jupiter to the Sun, 
and his great southern declination, there will occur 
only one visible eclipse : 

IMMERSION. 
Third Satellite, 18th day, at 1 m. 59 s. after 6 in the mom. 
Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and 
Stars. 

Feb. 2nd, with y in Taurus, .... at 2 in the mora. 

2nd, .. 1 ^Taurus 3 

2nd, . . 2 •a Taurus 4 

2nd, .. Aldebaran 9 

7th, ..^inLeo 9inthceven. 

21st, .. Mercury 9 

29th, . . y in Taurus 7 in the mora. 

29th9 .. land2^inTaunis 9 
m2 
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(kher P/mipmma. 

Mercvry will be staetonary on tbe 2nd ef this 
months and again on the 24fix, He will be in his 
iaferioF conjunction 30 m. after 11 on tiie night of 
tbe 1 1th. Venus \dll be stationary on tbe 14tfa* 
Jupit^ in conjunction with I v in Sagittarius at 
33 m. past 1 in the morning of the 30th; tbe 
planet will be only 40^' north of tbe star* 

Saturn will be in opposition at 45 m. past midr 
night of the 4tfa ; this is the most favorable posi- 
tion of a superior planet for observation^ being then 
removed as far as possible from the illumination of 
the atmosphere of the Earth, — «t its nearest to our 
planet, and its apparent situjition in the heavens 
coinciding with its true place. 

THE PLANET SATURN. 
(I'rom the Lktrmry GmxttU.) 

The ancient name of Saturn was C^ronos, time ; 
so named from the slowness of its motion : it was 
also called Phaenon, shining or appearing, which 
denomination is rather stngular, Saturn not being 
the most brilliant of the planets. This name may 
be accounted for from the superstitious feelings of 
the ancients, who regarded this planet as of evil 
omen^ from its leaden hue and remote situation j 
their custom was to propitiate the smiles of fiirtune, 
by giving flattering names to those influences they 
deemed prejudicial. Among the Jews, this plan^ 
is supposed to be tbe one referred to in the sacred 
writings as Chiun, or '' Remphan, the star of your 
god." Saturn is also called Remphan in the Per- 
sian language; and among tbe Chinese, Tu, or 
Tien — earth ; a reference, probably, to its inferior 
brightness. 

The double ring of Saturn constantly presents 
ample amusement, and affords high gratification ; 
the contemplation of its form, position, and magni- 
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tude, supplying materials for speculation^ on tfaei 
pn>lmble purposes for which such a zone of light 
was ordained to circulate round the central orb. 

It is worthy of remark, that this stupendous and 
Angular syi^em of Saturn, (its orb, ring and satel- 
lites) had performed a hundred and ninety unosten- 
tatious revolutions of 29 years, 174 days, 1 hour, 
61 minutes, 11.2 seconds, through the star-gemmed 
zodiac — and the Earth in its smaller orbit had de- 
seabed 5614 circles round the Sun— before this 
magiiifircent apparatus was revealed to the eye of 
man ; — ^unknown to the antediluvian astronomers, 
though some of these had an apportunity of tracing 
Ae course of the planet, through upwards of thirty 
CQiDplete revolutions; — ^unconceived of by those 
who cultivated the science in the plains of Chaldea; 
-••'-equaUy so by the philosophers of Egypt, Greece^ 
imd Rome;-r>by most of the nations of antiquity, 
deemed dreary, and uncheering in itself, and baleful 
and malignant in its influence on other bodies : — , 
it was reserved for recent times to behold and inves- 
tigate this beneficent display of the Creator's power 
imd wisdom. 

Till the invention of telescopes, Saturn held no 
particular rank in the Heavens, beyond that dis* 
tinction which the slowness, yet regularity of its 
motion, and degree of brilliancy rendered remark- 
able : its singularity of appearance was first observed 
by Galileo, in the year 1610, who described it as 
consisting of three globes — one larger, with a 
smaller one on each side : he veiled bis discovery 
in a Latin sentence, which he transposed, that his 
observation might remain secret, and yet afford him, 
at some fiiture time, the opportunity of claiming the 
honor of the discovery. Huygens completed the 
discovery, and explained the phenomena of the 
ring, — that in its course round the Sun, it assumed a 
variety of ovid forms, from its being seenobliquely^ 
M 8 
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gmdually contracting from a certain elUplicitjr to 
an almost imperceptible line, and again expand* 
ing till it returned its maximum of ellipiicityy— *tfie 
ring bemg most open when the planet was in 10* of 
Sagittarius, and 19° of Gemini, and appearing m a 
line acroes the disc in 19^ of Pisces, and W^ of Vii^gfiu 
• So remarkable a body in the planetary tndOy 
frc»n its dissimilarity to the others, soon excited the 
vigibwce of the astronomers of that period, and left 
little to rewnrd the research of those of the preaeM 
day, beyond the task of correcting widi their 
exxiuisitely constructed instruments, its various 
dimensions. The following are the micrometrieal 
observations of this planet, made at Dorpat, in Afay 
1828, by Professor Struve^ with Fraunhofer's laspgs 
Refractor: — 

External diameter of the external ring • . . • 4Xy',096 

Internal diameter of the exemal ring 35 .2S9 

External diameter of the internal ring .... 34 .475 

Internal diameter of the internal ring 26 .668 

Equatorial diameter of Saturn 17 .991 

Breadth of the external ring 2 .403 

Breadth of the chasm between the rings. ... .408 

Breadth of the internal ring 3 .903 

instance of the ring from Satam • . . . • 4 .389 

Equatorial radius of Satam 8 .995 

Inclination of the ring to the ecliptic .28^ 5'. 9 

It has been remarked^ by several accurate astro- 
nomers^ that the dark space between the orb of 
Saturn^ and the ring^ appears greater on the eastern, 
than on the western side of the planet^ and has been 
supposed by some to be an optical illusion. Froip 
the results, however, of very careful measurement, 
Professor Struve is decidedly of opinion, that the 
orb is not in the centre of the ring. Both the rings 
are brighter than the orb^ and the outer one brighter 
than the inner. The thickness of the double ring 
has been considered as incapable of measurement ; 
—from observations by Schroeter, it is found to be 
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O^.ISS; it 18 also supposed that the edge of the ring 
k of a spherteal^ or radier spheroidal form. When 
the ring is in the plane of the eye, its surfiM^ is 
fiioad not to be exactly uniforai, sometimeb one 
ansa entirely disappearing, at other times both 
taei^ observed to be detached firoih tl» planets 
these irregularities on its surface are considered as 
necessary for maintaining the ring in equilibrinm ; 
fiu* if a perfectly uniform body, it would yield to the 
riigbtest attraction, which might ultimately pred- 
iniate it on the 8ur£M» of the orb. 

Hie appearance of the double ring to the inhabit 
taata of the globe of Saturn, must be inconcdvably 
vpl&aiid and magnificent, varying in appearanoe 
according to the situation in which it is beheld. 
From the regions several degrees distant from each 
pole, the inhabitants cannot possibly see this grand 
spectacle — ^being below their horizon. In approach- 
ing the latitude oiQO degrees, it must be first seen 
as a bright segment of a disc, just emerging above 
the horizon, of the brightness of the morning twi- 
light^ only more defined ; — nearer the equator, as a 
vast luminous arch; — and when contemplated from 
the middle z<Hie of the planet, a bright band would 
be observed crossing the zenith, and terminating in 
the eastern and western points of the horizon. 
Hence, the glory of the celestial canopy during a 
Satumian night must, to that planet, indeed, be far 
exceeding what we behold from our earthy parti- 
ddarly from those places where the ring can be 
sorveyed in its concave and convex form, stretching 
across the firmament, and apparently resting on the 
verge of the horizon : above and beneath the arch, 
the same constellations which ornament our sky 
would be observed shining with subdued splendour; 
—while, at different distances and positions with- 
out die ring would be seen, gliding swiftly, the sa- 
tellites of Saturn, either rising, setting, or on the 
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OMridiiiii Others entering into the Bhadow of the 
orb, or emerging from it ; each exhibiting etery 
variety of pbase^-4rom tlie delicate creeeent, to the 
8fmi-lunar*^from a gibbous to a fuil*orbed bright- 



Does sodi beauty and design beam upon a deswt^ 
and shed its radiance upon realms of solitude and 
tilence* — to be witnessed by no intellectual eye m 
those vast regions, and seen only in miniature by a 
few individuals from this remote and comparatively 
minute earth? Doubtless from such a glorious 
abode^ the voice of gratitude and adoration continu- 
ally ascends to the great Creator for such a re-* 
splendent retinue, by which its distance from the 
Skin is so amply compensated. 

** Bat coDtemplation rests her weary win^ 
And stops awliile to tremble and adore/' 

NEBULA IN ORION. 
The splendid nebula in the sword handle of Orion, 
is now in a favorable position for telescopic obser- 
vation. Time's Telescope of last year, contains a 
minute description of this mysterious luminous ap- 
pemtince; to which may be added, the singular dis-- 
covery of a fifth star, (near the ** cluster of four 
arranged in the form of a trapezium,") which after 
continuing some time distinct, gradually diminished 
in brightness, until scarcely perceptible. It is sup- 
posed to be either a new star, or a variable one of 
long period. 

*^ Stars, whose beams have never reached oar vojrid^ 
Though science meets them midway in the heaven 
Witib prying optics, weighs them in her scale, 
MeMves their ofbs, and calculates fheir ooarses : 
Some barely visible, some proudly shines 
Like Uviiiff jewels.'^ 
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For February, 1830. 

When winter comes, with purpled nose and hands, 
And shaken Ms flaky locks, and snows Ms lands, 
How1»igbt at mom, when nightly diizKlingti freesse, 
The fairy paradise of glassy trees, 
Priflmatic beam and crackle in the breeecip— h. c. knight. 

How tefider are the cares of Providence for us 
during the winter! He ban givea to maa that 
industry of which they have 90 mudb oeed, to for- 
tify tbemsekes against the attacks of cold and frost* 
Their inventive mind has made them find the means 
oi procuring for themselves^ an artificial heat. And 
is it not evident, that Divine Wisdom has foreseen 
the wants incident to different climates, when he 
has placed in them, animab tk^ could live no* 
where else ? 

Though we are obliged to suspend the labours of 
the field, there are various other ways in which ^e 
may be iisefiiUy employed; and we are never doomed 
to a state of idleness and inaction* The repose of 
nature invites us to look for resources in our own 
minds; and though our imagination cannot now be 
wanned with the beauties of nature in their spring 
and summer robes, our mind, from the present 
change in nature, may be led to reflect upon the 
instability of all earthly things, and prepare to enter 
into that eternity to which it is hastening, and de- 
vote itself with full sincerity to the service of that 
Supreme Being who never changed, but is ever the 
same, merciful, just, and omnipotent. 

All that we love and feel on Nature's face 
Bear dim relations to our common doom ; 
The clonds that hluah and die a beamy death. 
Or veep themselves away in rain; the streams 
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That flow alcmg in dying music,-— leares 
That fade, and drop into the frosty arms 
Of winter, there to mingle with dead flowers. 
Are all prophetic of our own decay. 

Robert Monigomiry. 

There are few attractions for the Naturalist this 
month : stilly if the weather is not severe^ some 
opening buds, and peeping flowers may be found on 
sheltered spots. Among the few flowers of this 
season, one of the sweetest is 

THE NIGHTINGALE FLOWER. 

Fair flower of silent nig^ht ! 

Unto thy bard an emblem thou shouldst be ; 
His fount of song:, in hours of garish light, 

Is closed like thee. 

But with the vesper hour. 

Silence and solitude its depth unseal ; 
Its hidden springs, like thy unfolding flower, 

Thy life rcTeal. 

Were it not sweeter still 

To give imagination holier scope. 
And deem that thus the future may fulfil 

A loftier hope ! 
That, as thy lovely bloom 

Sheds round its perfume at the close of day, 
Witii beauty sweeter from surrounding gloom, 

A star-like ray ; — 

80 in life's dark decline. 

When the grave's shadows aro aroiind me cast. 
My spirit's hopes may like thy blossom shine 

Bnght at the last ; ^ 

And as the grateful scent 

Of thy meek flower, the memory of my name. 
Oh ! who could wish for prouder monument. 

Or purer fame ? 

The darkness of the grave 

Would wear no gloom appaling to the sight. 
Might Hope's fair blossom, like thy flow'ret, brave. 

Death's wintry night 

Knowing the dawn drew nigh 

Of an eternal, though a sunless day, 
Whose glorious flowers must bloom immortally, 
Nor fear decay ! Bernard Bmrion. 
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Towards the close of this montb, if the weather 
is mild. Potatoes may be sown with advantage. As 
the history of this universal and useful vegetable is 
not generally known, the following brief sketch 
may not be uninteresting or inappropriate; it is 
from a communication to the Board of Agriculture, 
by Dr. W, Wright, of Edinburgh. 

" The potato is a native of America, and well 
known to the Jndians long before the conquest of 
Mexico and Peru. Gomara, in his general history 
of the Indies, and Josephus Acosta, are amongst the 
early Spanish writers who have mentioned the 
potato by the Indian names openancky pape, and 
papas, Clusius, and after him Gerard, gave figures 
of the potato-plant. Gerard was the first author 
who gave it the name of ' solanum tuberosum' which 
Linnaeus and his followers have adopted. In 1584, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, so celebrated for bis worth, his 
valour, and his misfortunes, discovered that part of 
America called Norembega, and by him named Vir- 
S^nia, whether the admiral was acquainted with the 
potato in his first voyage, or whether it was sent to 
him by Sir Thomas Grenville, or by Mr, Lane, the 
first governors of Virginia, is uncertain. It is pro- 
bable he was possess^ of this root about the year 
1586. He is said to have given it to his gardener 
in Ireland, as a fine fi-uit from America, and which 
he desired him to plant in his kitchen-garden in the 
» spring. In August, this plant flowered, and in Sep- 
tember produced a fruit; but so different to the 
gardener's expectation, that, in an ill humour, he 
carried the potato-apple to his master. Ms this' 
said he, ^ the fine fruit fi*om America you prized so 
highly?' Sir Walter either was, or pretended to be, 
ignorant of the matter; and told the gardener, 
^ since that was the case^ to dig up the weed and 
throw it away.' The gardener soon returned with 
Ik good parcel of potatoes. Gerard, an old English 
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botanist, received seedlings of the potato about the 
year 1590; and tells us, that it gi-ew as kindly in 
his garden as in its native soil, Virginia, The plant 
was cultivated in the gardens of the nobility and 
gentry early about the year 1620, as a curious ex- 
otic ; and towards the year 1684, was planted out 
in the fields, in small patches, in Lancashire. From 
thence it was gradually propagated all over the 
kingdom, as well as in France. In 16B3, Suthar- 
baud has inserted the solanum tuberosum in his 
Hortus Medicus Edenburgensis; and it is probable 
that many others in Scotland cultivated the potato 
in their gardens about that time. It was not, how- 
ever, grown in the open fields in Scotland till the 
year 1728, when Thomas Prentice, a day labourer, 
first cultivated potatoes at KilsytL The success 
was such, that every farmer and cottager followed 
his example; and for many years past it has become 
a staple article. Thomas Prentice, by his industry, 
had saved £200. sterling, which he sunk for double 
interest. Upon this he subsisted for many years^ 
and died at Edinburgh in 1792, aged eighiy-stx 
years. This plant thrives as well in Europe as it 
does in America. In this island, particularly, it is 
quite at home; and there is hardly a soil, but, with 
a little pains, may be made to produce the potato. 
The potato may be cultivated in every habitable 
part of the globe; but with variable success. The 
heat of the West Indies is too great for it In 
Jamaica, however, ainl other mountanous islands, 
where they have all climates, it has been produced 
in great perfection. On account of the potato being a 
species of solanum, or night-shade, there were many 
who were prejudiced against it, alleging it was nar- 
cotic. In Burgundy, we find the culture and use of 
potatoes in food interdicted, as a poisonous and mis- 
chevous roott Amongst other effects, it was ac- 
cused of producing leprosy and dysentery. Potatoes 
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exposed a few days to the sun and weatberj acquire 
a green colour, bitter taste, and a norcotic quality. 
In this state they are not fit for eating; but there is 
not the smallest foundation for the other allegations. 
Prejudice and ignorance have long yielded to expe- 
rience and truth ; and all mankind at this day agree, 
that there is no food so wholesome, more easily 
procured, or less expensive, than the potato. It 
constitutes the chief article of food to immense num- 
bers of people, and may be converted to the support 
of all domestic animals, whether raw, boiled, or 
roasted." 

Very few birds are to be heard at this season. 
The woodlark is one of the earliest, and the thrush 
may at times be heard. Tlie red-breast, which 
sings at all other seasons is silent when the frost is 
<m the ground ; but it is often seen near the dwelU 
ings of man. 

TO A RED-BREAST. 

BY CHARLOTTE C. RICHARDSON. 

Cold blew the freezing northern blast, 

And winter sternly frown'd ; 
The fiaky snow fell thick and fast, 

And clad the fields aroand. 
Forced by the storm's relentless pow'r, 

Emboiden'd by despair, 
A shiVring red-breast sought my door. 

Some friendly warmth to share. 

*^ Welcome, sweet bird !" I fondly cried, 

** No danger need'st thou fear, 
Secure with me thou may'st abide 

Till warmer suns appear. 
*^ And when mild spring comes smiling on 

And bids the fields look gay. 
Thou, with thy sweet, thy grateful song, 

My kindness shall repay." 
Mistaken thought?-- But how shall I 

The mournful truth display? 
An enyious cat, with jealous eye, 

Had mark'd him as her prey. 
N 
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Remorseless wretch ! — ^her cruel jaws 

Soon seal'd her victim's doom ; 
While I in silence mourn his loss, , 
And weep o'er Robin's tomb. 

So, oft in life's uneven way 

Some stroke may intervene ; 
Sweep all our fancied joys away, 

And change the flattering scene. 

' A, man is infinitely mistaken who thinks there is 
nothing to be seen out of doors, because the sun is 
not warm, and the streets are muddy. Let him get, 
by dint of good exercise, out of the streets, and be 
shall find enough. In the warm neighbourhood of 
towns he may still watch the field-fares, thrushes, 
and blackbirds; the titmouse seeking its food 
through the straw-thatch; the red-wings, fieldi-fiures, 
sky-larks, and tit-lark, upon the same errand, over 
wet meadows; the sparrows and yellow-hammers, 
andchaffinches,still beautiful though mute,gleaning 
from the straw and chaff in farm-yards ; and the 
ring-dove, always poetical, coming for her meal to 
the ivy-berries. About rapid streams he may see 
the various habits and movements of herons, wood- 
cocks, wild ducks, and other water-fowl, who are 
obliged to quit the frozen marshes to seek their 
food there. The red-breast comes to the window, 
and often into the house itself, to be rewarded for 
its song, and for its far famed painful obsequies to 
the Children in the Wood. — Literary Pocket Book, 

The evenings during this season are generally the 
most cheerful of any period of the year. The cus- 
toms prevalent among our Gallic neighbours has 
been described in the Literary Gazette in a lively 
picture of Winter Evening Parties in France. 

" In the winter, after supper, which is taken at 
the close of the day, the veillees, or evening parties, 
commence. At this time the different families visit 
each other, and work together; the men seated on 
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two forms placed on each side of the fire-place, oc- 
cupy themselves in cutting articles in wood, repair- 
ing their agricultural instruments, making baskets, 
orpolishingrods and distaffs for the young girls. The 
women spin, and with the children, who sit round 
the hearth, listen attentively to the conversation. 
If any one of the family can read, he consults the 
almanack and its predictions, or relates some won- 
derful stories related by charlatans, or chanters of 
miracles at fairs. They commonly talk on some 
subject which is not suggested by what most inter- 
ests them — agriculture, but by superstition. Hence 
they learn what particular donations they are to 
pay to the saint who watches over and takes care 
of the bees; to him who preserves them from hail, 
or procures rain for them ; to what calvary in the 
canton they are to carry an egg boiled hard, a little 
breads and a piece of money; at what foimtain they 
must drink to cure themselves of the fever, or to 
prevent other diseases; they also learn what old 
woman will predict the best luck to them, or wliere 
the man lives who cures disorders of the eyes by a 
consecrated grain of wheat ; they further learn what 
are the real torments of hell, the sufferings of limbo, 
the delights of paradise^ and how numerous and 
powerlul are the sorcerers. The time of miracles 
and fairies has not yet passed away from these viU 
lages. . One of the company who is now speaking 
to his attentive auditory^ knew a man who sold him- 
self to the devil : he has seen a ghost, and crossed 
himself to drive it away ; he has carried for two or 
three miles a hobgoblin who leaped upon his 
shoulders ; and, to sum up all, he has lost some of 
his cattle, because a sorcerer, disguised like a beg- 
gar, was refused alms by him, and in resentment 
bewitched his stable." 

We shall conclude this month with 
N 2 
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A WINTER THOUGHT. 

BY BERNARD BARTON. 

Bear friend I long tried and faiikfiil proved 

In hoars of grief and gloom ; 
In such more justly prised and loved 

Than in joy's brightest bloom ; — 

Well may that oheerless winter sky, 

That on^ bright star above, 
Recal thy worth and constancy 
To gratitude and love. 

The steersman, in a summer night, 
When cloudless ape the skies, 

May gaze upon the orbs of light 
Till slnmber seal his eye ; 

But when the winds are loud and stem, 
And heaven is drear and dark. 

To one alone his glance will tam^-* 
By that he guides his bark I 

So clouds have veiled oach star and sun, 

Once wont my life to cheer ; 
And thou art now the polar one, 

By which my course I steer. 

The blossoms of life's spring-tide gay 
My path have long since fled ; 

My summer foliage passed away, — 
My autumn fruit been shed. 

But thou in winter storms art yet 

Unchanged in faith to me ; 
And dear, though hapless seems the debt 

I long liave ow'd to thee. 



FOR FEBaUAEYj 1880* 187 



This month was dedicated by Romulus to Mars, 
from whom it was called March. In Saxon, it was 
called Meihe or Rough Monath, and Lenet, or 
Length Monath, from the lengthening of the days. 
Theooe the name of Lent. 

In France, March was reckoned the first month 
until 15649 when the commencement of the year 
was changed to January by Charles the Ninth. In 
Scotland it was the first month till 1599; and in 
England partially till the last century. 

1. — ST. PAVIB« 

The fame of this celebt*ated personage having 
been so great throughout Christendom, we might 
naturally expect that the materials for the history 
of his life would be abundant^ and of easy access. 
But when from the mass which tradition has 
handed down to us, we throw aside the monkish 
legends that are related of his birth, actions, cha- 
racter^ and deaths the facts that remain will be 
found exceedingly few, and by no means of estab- 
lished authenticity- He is stated to have been the 
son of Sandde ab Cedig ab Ceredig ab Cunedda, 
a prince of Ceredigion, or Cardigan, by Non the 
daughter of Gynyr of Caer Gawch in Pembroke- 
shire. Other authorities call the lady Melaria, but 
all agree diat she was a nun, who became a mother 
by the forcible violation of her chastity. The pe- 
riod of his birtih is assigned to the middle of the 
fifth century. Cressy* places it in the year 462, 

* HJstoiy of Bittany, Lib. X. Cap. 8. 
N 3 
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but the author of bis life in the great work of the 
Jesuits, Acta Sanctorum, in a learned dissertation 
on the subject, > assigns it to tbe year 445,* while 
othei*s fix it still later than either of these dates. 
After receiving tbe first rudiments of his education 
at old Menapia, where he imbibed a taste for lite* 
rature, and determined upon embracing a reli^ous 
life, be removed to the Isle of Wight to avail him- 
self of tbe instructions of Paulinas, a diseipto of 
St. Germanus, who at that time presided over a 
public school for the education of p^^ons designed 
for the clerical office. Here he remained ten years 
prosecuting his studies witli great ardour atid sue* 
cess. At tbe expiration of this term be returned 
to bis native country, and having fixed bis residence 
in a seclucted place called Fallis Bosina, tbe vale 
of Roses, be laid there tbe foundation of a monas- 
tic institution, which in the course of time raised 
the fiivored spot to the dignity of an arefaiepiscopal 
metropolis. David brought together here a con* 
siderad>le body of scholars, some of whom, as Teilo, 
Aidan, Madoc, Padam, or Paternus, and Kynedd, 
became afterwards greatly celebrated for their 
sanctity. The rules which be laid down tbr the 
observance of his followers were exoeectingly striet. 
Every member was bound to labour daily with his 
hands for the common benefit of tbe monasftery. 
They were forbidden to receive all gifts or posMSfr- 
sions offered by wtfust men» and to cherish a haired 
of riches. " They never conversed together by 
talking but when necessity required^ but each per- 
formed the labour enjoined lum, joining thereto 
prayer or holy meditation on divine things; and 
having finished their country work they returned 
to their monastery, where tbey spent tbe remainder 
of tbe day till tbe evening in reading or writing. 

* Aeta SaBetoram, Martii Tom. I. p. 39* 
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In the evening, at the sounding of a bell, they all 
left their work, and immediately repair^ to the 
church, where tliey remained till the stars ap* 
peared, and then went all together to their refec- 
turn, eating sparingly and not to satiety. Their 
food was lu'ead with roots or herbs seasoned with 
salk, and their thirst they quenched with a mixture 
of water and milk. Supper being ended, they con- 
timoed about three hours in watchings, prayers, 
and genuflextions. As long as they were in the 
church, it was not permitt^ to any to slumber, or 
sneeze^ or cast forth spittle. After this they went 
to rest, and at cock crowing they rose, and con- 
tinued at prayer till day appeared. All their in- 
ward sensations and thoughts they discovered to 
their superior, and from him tbey demanded per- 
misMon in all things, even when they were urged 
to the necessities of nature.* Their clothing was 
skins of beasts/^ 

In the year 519, according to Usher, a Synod 
was convened at Llandewi Brefi in Cardiganshire, 
lor the purpose of checking the Pelagian heresy, 
which at this time had re-appeared in the kingdom. 
Tf> this assembly I>avid, after repeated entreaties, 
repaired ; and with such zeal and success did he 
preach against the obnoxious doctrines,t that he 
was, by the unanimous voice of all present, ap<* 
pointed archbishop of Caerleon, in the room <^ 
DubriciuB, who, on account of his age and infirmi- 
ties^ wished to resign. He is said, however, to 
have consented to his elevation, only on condition 
of being permitted to remove the see to Menevia. 
Some years subsequently, David convoked ^anotlier 
assembly of all the clergy of Wales, but for what 

* Patrisqne licentiam etiam ad naturae seoreta require- 
hmai. Acta Saactonun uM sapra, p. 46. 
t See siioiie, pag^ 480. 
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specific purpose is not now known. Here, the acts 
and decrees of the Synod of Brefi were confinned» 
and some new acts passed for the regulation of 
the doctrine and discipline of the churches* Tbis 
convocation is called the Synod of' Victory. The 
decrees of these two Synods were committed to 
writing by St. David himself, and deposited in the 
archives of his own Cathedral ; and having been 
approved by the court of Rome, were for many 
ages received by tlie Welch churches as their rule 
and directory in all ecclesiastical matters. These 
ancient documents were in after times destroyed 
by the barbarian invaders, who repeatedly pillaged 
the church, and too often wantonly burnt what 
they found it useless to remove. 

The time of St. David's death, and the age at 
which he died, are as undetermined as the period 
of his birth. Giraldus and John of Tinmouth state 
that he died in the year 609 at the great age of one 
hundred and forty-seven. Pitts places his death 
in 544, but assigns to him the same incredible 
length of years. The author of his life in the Acta 
Sanctorum agrees with this statement as to the 
time of his death, but makes him only ninety-seven 
years old; and he suggests that the difference on 
this point may prol^ably be accounted for by sup<- 
posing that the dates having been originally written 
LXXXXVll or CXXXXVII, the first numeral L, 
was mistaken for C. Usher also concivs in placing 
his death in 544, but makes his age only eighty- 
two. He was canonized by Calixtus the second, 
who held the papal see from A.D. 1 119 to 1124. 

He was to all a mirror and a pattern of life; he 
taught both by precept and example: was an 
excellent preacher in words, but more excellent in 
works. He was a doctrine to those who heard him, 
a model to the religious, life to the needy, defence 
to orphans, support to widows, a father to the 
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fatherless, a nile to monks, a directory to men of 
the world ; being made all things to all men, that 
he mi^t win all to God. — Eees's South fTales. 

2. — ST. CHAD. 

Ssdnt Ceadda, or Chad, was educated at Lindis- 
fame^ under St, Aidaa He was bishop of York 
froffi whieh he retired to the monastry of Lestingay. 
He was, however, called from his privacy to fill the 
see of Lichfield, where he died dunng a great pesti- 
lence in the year 673- 

7- ST. PERPBTUA. 

A noble lady of Carthage, who suflFered martyr- 
dom in 203, under the persecution of the Emperor 
Sevenis. 

12. — ST. ORBGORY. 

Gregory the First, bishop of Rome, commonly 
called the Greats was consecrated in 590, and died 
in 604. He was a man of great learning and piety. 
Venerable Bede says, *^ he was particularly concern- 
ed that the inhabitants of Britain should be con- 
verted to Christianity, and offered the then Bishop 
of Rome to visit England for that purpose; but his 
oiler was not accepted. Being soon after raised to 
the see of Rome, he sent several able men on this 
important work/' He left more works behind him 
than any other pope at any other period. His 
Pastorals J or treatise on the duties of a pastor, is 
held in such estimation by the Galilean church, that 
all tlie bishops, are obliged, by the canons of that 
church, to be thoroughly acquainted with it, and to 
punctually observe the rules contained in it. 

It is to Pope Gregory that we owe the invention 
used to this day, of expressing musical sounds by 
the first seven letters of the alphabet. He also col- 
lected the musical fragments of such ancient hymns 
and psalms as the first fathers' of the church had 
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approved, and cecommended to the primitive Gbris- 
tians; these he methodised and arranged in the 
order they were afterwards adopted by the chief 
part of the western cjiurch. 

15.— 1829, WILLIAM CASTIBAU DIED, JETAT,. 75- 

Mr. Castieau died at Shrewsbury, where he was 
many years a teacher of Classics and Mathematics. 
He was author of the principal portion of an useful 
work, entitled. Proctor and Castieau^s Cyclopasdia, 
and of many articles in Chemistry and Astronomy 
in other Encyclopaedias and periodical works of 
science. 

17. ST. PATRICK, 

Tlie tutelar Saint of Ireland; asserted by some 
to have been born in Cornwall, towards the end of 
the fourth century ; by others to have been a native 
of Wales, and by others of Scotland. He was most 
probably born at Killpatrick near Glasgow. Whilst 
at a College in Wales, he was taken by some pirates 
of Ireland, the inhabitants of which country he 
afterwards convei*ted to Christianity. He was arch- 
bishop of Armagh, and founded many churches and 
schools of learning. He died about 460, aged 83. 

Mr. Croker has published the following amusing 
and curious traditionaiy legend, which is current 
among the peasantry of Killarney. 

'* Sure every body has heard tell of the blessed Saint 
Patrick, and how he drove the sarpints and all manner of 
venomous things out of Ireland. JHow he * bothered all the 
varmint^ entirely. But, for all that, there was one ould 
sarpint left, who was too cunning to be talked out of the 
country, and made to drown himself. St Patrick didn't 
well know how to manage this fellow, who was doing great 
havoc ; till, at long last, he bethought himself, and got a 
strong iron chest made, with nine boults upon it. 

*' So one fine morning he takes a walk to where the 
sarpint used to keep ; and the sarpint, who didn't like the 
s^nt in the least, and small blame to him for that, began 
to hiss and show his teeth at him like any thing. ' Oh,' says 
Saint Patrick, says he, ' * where's the use of making such a 
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piece of work aboat a gentl^nan like myself oomiiig to see 
yon. ^Tis a nice house I have got for you, agin the winter ; 
for I'm going to civilize the whole country, man and beast,' 
says he, * and you can come and look at it whenever you 
please, and 'tis myself will be glad to see you.' 

** The sarpint hearing such smooth words, thought that, 
though St. Patrick had druve all the rest of the sarpints 
into ihe sea, he meant no harm to himself; so the sarpint 
walks fair and easy up to see him and the house he was 
speaking about. But when the sarpint saw the nine great 
boults upon the chest, he thought he was sould (betrayed,) 
and was for making off with himself as fast as ever he could. 

i< < >ff|g j^ ojjjg warm house you see/ says Saint Patrick, 

* and 'tis a good friend I am to you.' 

'• * I thank you kindly, St. Patrick, for your civility,* 
says the sarpint, ' but I think if s too small it is for me,'^ 
meaning it for an excuse, and away he was going. 

" * Too small !' says St. Patrick, * stop, if you please,* 
says he ; * you're out in that, my boy, any how — I am sure 
'twill fit you completely ; and, I'll tell you what,' says he, 

* VU bet you a gallon of porter,' says he, ' that if you'll only 
tiy and get in, there'll be plenly of room for you.' 

" The sarpint was as thirs^ as could be with his walk, 
and 'twas great joy to him, the thoughts of doing St. Patrick 
out of a gallon of porter; so, swelling himself up as big as 
he could, in he got to the chest, all but a little bit of his 
tail. * There, now,' says he ' I've won the gallon, for you 
see the house is too smaJl for me, for I can't get in my tail !' 
When what does Saint Patrick do, but he comes behind 
tiie great heavy lid of the chest, and, putting his two hands 
to it, down he slaps it, with a bang like thunder. When 
the logue of a sarpint saw the lid coming down, in went his 
tail, like a shot, for fear of being whipped off him, and Saint 
Patrick began at once to boult the nine iron boults. 

" * Oh, murder! won't you let me out. Saint Patrick?' 
says the sarpint ; * I've lost the bet fairly ; and I'll pay you 
the gallon like a man l^ 

" * Let you out, my darling,' says Saint Patrick, * to be 
sure I will — ^by all manner of means — ^bnt, you see, I haven't 
time now, so you must wait till to-morrow.' And so he 
took the iron chest, with the sarpint in it, and pitches it 
into the lake here, where it is to this hour for certain ; and 
'tis the sarpint struggling down at the bottom that makes 
the waves upon it. Many is the living man,' continued 
Picket, * besides myself, has hard the sarpint crying out, 
from within the chest under the water, ' Is it to-morrow yet ?* 
* Is it to-morrow yet ?' which, to be sure, it never can be : and 
that's the way St. Patrick settled the last of the sarpints. Sir," 
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On the 5th of Febrawy 17^, King George III. 
instituted the order of St. Patrick, of which the 
King and his heirs and successors are perpetu-- 
ally sovereigns. The knights companion's of the 
order are selected from the principal nobility of 
Ireland. 

18. EDWARD THB MARTYR. 

Edward^ King of the West Saxons, was son of 
Ed^r, who first united the heptarchy into one king:- 
dom. Ekiward succeeded to the throne at the age 
of twelve, in the year 975, and was basely murdered 
on this day, in 979. He was moch attached to the 
monks, who after his death, esteemed the event a 
martyrdom ; and in 1245, Pope Innocent IV. first 
appointed this day a festival. 

The history of King Edward's death is' thus re- 
corded by Simon Dunclemansis r **The young 
prince Edward was in all princely perfections a 
close imitator of his fiither. King Edgar, and for his 
modest gentleness worthily favored of all men. But 
as envy is always the attendant of merit and virtue, 
80 had he those who maligned his life, namely the 
favourites of the Prince Etheldred, whereof Queen 
Elfrida, the mother of Etheldred was chief, who 
lastly betrayed him in this manner following: — 

" King Edward for his disport was hunting in a 
forest near unto the sea, upon the south-^east shore 
of the county of Dorset, and in the island of Pur^ 
beck ; not far ofi*, upon a small river, stood plea- 
santly situated, a fair and strong castle, called Corfe^ 
where his mother*in-law Elfrida, with his brother 
Etheldned where then therein residing. Edward, 
who ever had been loving to both, held it a kind 
ofiice, now being so near, to visit them with his 
presence, and thereupon, either for purpose or 
chance^ singled from his attendants, he secretly stole 
from diem all, and came alone to the castle gate. 
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^^ The Queen Elfiida^ who had long Iain in wail 
for occasion^ now took Jthis as brought to her hand; 
aad therefore, with a face as meaning no guile, she 
humbly and cheerfully gave the King welcome, 
dedring him, to grace her and her son with his 
presence for that night; but he with thanks refused 
that offer, as fearing least his company should soon 
find him missings and craved only of his mother a 
cap of wine, that in his saddle he might drink to her 
and to his brother, and begone. 

^^ The cup was no sooner at his mouth than a 
knife was in his back, which a servant appointed 
by this treacherous Queen, struck into him, who 
feeliiig himself thus hurt, set spurs to his horse, 
thinking to escape to his more faithful company. 

^' But the wound being mortal, and he fainting 
through much loss of blood, fell from his horse, and 
one foot entangling in the stirrup, be was thereby 
most ruefully dragged up and down through woods 
and lands, and lastly left dead at Corfe gate. 

'^ His body being found, was first buried at Ware- 
ham, without funeral pomp, but after three years, 
by Duke Alfemo, removed, and with great celebrity 
interred in the minster of Shaftsbury, and for his 
untimely death, he gained the siu'name of the martyr. 
*' Queen Elfrida, sore repenting her cruel and 
step-motherly act, to expiate her guilt, and pacify 
the crying blood of her slain son, built the two mo- 
nasteries of Amesbury and Worwell, in the counties 
of Wiltshire and Southampton, in which latter she 
lived with great repentance and penance, until the 
day of her death; and in the same lieth her body 
interred/' 

19. 1829. EDMUND TURNOR DIBD, iETAT. 7^. 

Mr. Tumor was descended from an ancient and 
highly respectable family, being distantly related to 
the Earls of Wintertown and Salisbury. He early 
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acquired a taste for topography and antiquities, and 
was elec:ted a F.S.A. in 1778; and some time after- 
wards a F.R.S. He published Chronological Tables 
of the County of Lincoln; London's Gratitude, an 
account of the Sculptures and Paintings in Guild- 
ball; and Collections for the History of Grantham, 
with memoirs of Sir Isaac Newton. He also com- 
municated numerous papers to the Society of anti- 
quaries and the Royal Society, most of which are 
]irinted in the Archaelogia and the Philosophical 
IVansaciions. His writings display deep research, 
and much antiquai'ian knowledge. He was in the 
commission of the peace for the county of Lincoln, 
and for a short time represented the borough of 
Midhurst in parliament. He died at Stoke Park, 
near Grantham, and was interred in the family vault 
at Stoke, Rochford. 

21. ST. BENEDICT. 

The founder of the order of the Benedictin Monksy 
was a native of Norcia, formerly an episcopal see in 
Umbria, and was born about the year 480. He 
was sent to Rome when he was very young, and 
tt?re received the first part of his education. At 
fourteen years of age he was removed from thence 
to Sublaco, about forty miles distant. Here he 
lived a most retired life, and shut himself up in a 
cavern, where nobody knew any thing of him except 
St. Romanus» who, we are told, used to descend to 
him by a rope, and supply him with provisions; but 
being afterwards discovered by the monks of a 
neighbouring monastery, they chose him for their 
abbot. Their manners, however, not agreeing with 
those of Benedict, he returned to his solitude, whi- 
ther many persons followed him, and put themselves 
under his direction, and in a short time he was en- 
abled to build twelve monasteries. About the year 
528, he retired to Mount Cassino^ where idolatry 
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was still prevalent^ a temple of Apollo bejng erected 
diere. He instructed the people in the adjacent 
country, and having converted theni^ broke the 
image of Apollo, and built two chapels on the moun- 
tain. Here he founded also a monastery, and insti* 
tuted the order of bis name; which in time became 
so famous, and extended over all Europe. It was 
here too that he composed his Megula^Monachorunif 
which Saint Gregory speaks of, as the most sensi- 
ble and best written piece of that kind ever pub- 
lished. Where Benedict died is uncertain; some 
say at Mount Cassino, others affirm it to have been 
at Rome, when he was sent thither by pope Boni- 
face. The time of his death is also uncertain: it 
was either in 542, 543, or 547* 

21. MID-LBNT SUNDAY. 

So called from being the fourth Sunday in Lent, 
and the middle Sunday between Quadragesima and 
Easter Sundays. 

On this day at Seville there is an usage, evidently 
the remains of an old custom. Children of all ranks, 
poor and gentle, appear in the streets fantastically 
dressed, somewhat like English chimney-sweepers 
on May-day, with caps of gilt and coloured paper, 
and coats made of the crusade bulls of the preced- 
ing year. During the whole day they make an 
incessant din with drums and rattles, and cry " Saw 
down the old woman.*' At midnight, the parties 
of the commonalty parade the streets, knock at 
every door, repeat the same cries, and conclude by 
sawing in two the figure of an old woman, repre- 
senting Lent. This division is emblematical of 
Mid- Lent. — Doblado's Letters. 

23. 1829. — REV. ARCHDEACON NARBS DIED, 

iETAT. 75. 

The Rev. Robert Nares, M.A. F.R.S. F.S.A. V.R* 
- R.L.S., bom at York, June 9, 1753, was the son of 

o2 
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Dr* Nares, a mosician of emineDce^aiid organist and 
composer to Kings George II. and III. He was 
educated at Westminster School, became a king's 
scholar in 1767^ and subsequently was elected in 
1771 to a studentship of Christ-church, Oxford^ 
where he took orders, about 1778. On leaving col- 
lege, he became tutor in the family of Sir Watkin 
William Wynn, and afterwards obtained the livings 
of Easton Mauduit, and Doddington, in Northamp- 
tonshire. In 1787> he was appointed chaplain to 
the Duke of York, and in the ensuing year. Assist- 
ant Preacher of the Honorable Society of Uncoln's 
Inn. In 1795, he became an assistant librarian at 
the British Museum, and soon afterwards. Librarian 
for the MS. department. In 1799, be was made a 
Canon Residentiary of Lichfield; in 1800, he was 
honored with the Archdeaconry of Stafford; and in, 
1818, appointed Rector of Allhallows, London Wall. 
Few individuals have been more deeply and uni- 
versally lamented by the literary world and his 
friends, than this accomplished man. He was aa 
exemplary divine, a profound scholar, a laborious 
and judicious critic, and an elegant writer. His 
publications are numerous, among which tire Ele- 
ments of Orthoepy; Principles of Government cte- 
ducedfrom Reason ; Man's best Bight; two volumes 
oi Essays; The Veracity of the Evangelists demon* 
strated; A Glossary, illustrative of the works of 
Shakspeare, and English authors in general; and 
numerous Sermons. In 1793, he commenced the 
British Critic, in conjunction with the Rev. W. 
Beloe, a^d which he continued to conduct in an 
able mann<er till the close of the forty-second volume* 
He also revised and corrected the Biographical 
Dictionary, in 1798, in conjunction with the Rev. 
W. Tooke, and the Rev. W. Beloe, each undertak- 
ing five out of the fifteen volumes. 
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25. ^ANWUNCIATION OF THB BLBIG»BO VIRGIN MARY, 

or LADY DAY, 

This festival is celebrated in memory of the angel's 
salutation of the blessed Virgin, and appears of 
^eat antiquity. Mention is made of it in sermons 
attributed to Athanasius and Gregory Thaumatur* 
giis. In the seventh century, the council of Trullo 
issued a canon forbidding the celebration of all 
festivals in Lent, except the Lord's-day, and the 
feast of the Annunciation. 

28. — 1829» — HENRY HASB DIBD^ -SETAT, 66. 

The chief cashier of the Bank of England, with 
whose name the public are so familiar by seeing it 
on the bank notes. He was a gentleman of ex- 
traordinary abilities, and of a social disposition, 
intimately acquainted with the late Dr« Abraham 
Rees, by whom, and by a numerous circle of friends^ 
he was highly respected. His attention to business, 
great arithmetical attainments, and strict integrity 
of principle, were noted and duly appreciated by 
the late Abraham Newland, at whose recommenda- 
tion^ and under whose fostering care he rose gra- 
dually from a comparatively humble station to the 
office of assistant, or second cashier. He was also 
one of the executors of Mr. Newland, and at his 
decease was appointed by the Honorable Board of 
Directors to succeed him in his olSice. 

29. 1829. — THOMAS HARRISON PIED, iETAT. 85. 

He was born at Richmond, in Yorkshire, in the 
ycar4l744, and having a taste for drawing, went 
to Rome, under the patronage of the late Lord 
Dandas, about the year 1769. He remained se- 
veral years in Rome, engaged in the study of archi- 
tecture, and made some designs for the embellish- 
ment of the Sqtiare of Ssgita Maria del Popolo; in 
consequence of which, he had the honor of receiv- 
o3 
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ing firom the hmdt of Pope Ganifsiielli, a goid and* 
silver medal, and wa« also made a Member of the 
Academy of St. Luke^ by an especial order for that 
purpose. Upon leaving Rome, he travelled through 
part of Italy and France, and returned to England 
in 1776 1 where he was soon afterwards engaged in 
building a bridge over the Lnne, at Lancaster, con- 
sisting of five arches, being the first level bridge 
ever constructed in this country. Having settled 
at Lancaster, he designed and executed the exteo- 
sive improvements and alterations in the Castle at 
that place ; an,d afterwards gained a premium^ and 
was appointed architect for rebuilding the Gaol 
and County Courts of Chester. The Arnjoijry and 
Exchange buildings, which form the east and w^t 
wings of the County Hall, as also the chaste and 
unexampled Propylea, or gateway, before it, werd 
built after designs furnished by Mr. Harrison ; and 
the new Bridge across the Dee, now in progress^ 
which is to be formed of one arch, of one hundred 
feet span, is also from his design. England is in« 
debted partly to Mr. Harrison for the possession of 
tho^e valuable antiquities, now known by the name 
of the Elgin Marbles. When the Earl of £1^ 
was appointed Ambassador to the Porte in 17W^ 
Mr. Harrison, who was at that time in Scotland, 
designing a house for his Lordship, strongly recom** 
mended him to procure castes of all the remaining 
sculptures, &c. in Athens, but had not the least 
idea of the marbles themselves being removed.—- 
Since Mr. Harrison resided in Cheshire he has 
been engaged in several works of importance* 
Amongst others, a Column, at Shrewsbury, (in con- 
junction with Mr. Haycock,) in honor of Lord 
Hill ; and one for the Marquis of Anglesea, erected 
near his Lordship's residence, on the Straits of Ae 
Menai. Also, the Triumphal Arch, at Holyhead, 
built to commemorate the king's landing there ; as 
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well M the Jubilee Tower, upon Moel Fantma, to 
commemorate the fiftieth year of the reign of 
George lU. To which may be added, the Adie* 
naeum, and St Nicholas's Tower, in Liverpool s 
BMBd the Theatre, and Exchange buildings, in Man* 
diester. Mr. Harrison was likewise consulted in 
tbe formation of the Waterloo Bridge, for which 
purpose he was called up to London ; and was the 
first gentleman who proposed a grand quay on the 
banks of the Thames, to be built from Westminster 
Bridge to that of Blackfriars. Several years since, 
Mr. Harrison was honored with a visit from Count 
Woronzow, jformerly ambassador from the Court 
ot Russia to England, who was passing through 
Chester, and. expressed much admiration of the 
county hall, gaol, and other buildings of the Castle ; 
and six or seven years since, he was requested by 
the son of the above. Count Michael Woronzow, to 
design a palace to be built in the Ukrane upon the 
banks of the Dnieper, and a gateway for the trium- 
phal entrance of the late emperor; the Count 
came to Chester several times to see and consult 
with him respecting them. This design, which was 
^proved of by Count Woronzow, is in the Grecian 
s^le, and has a range of apartments on the prin«> 
cipftl floor, which form a vista of upwards of five 
hundred feet in length. A tower or lighthouse 
more than one hundred feet in height, for which 
Mr. Harrison made a design, has been built by 
Count Woronzow, upon an eminence firom whence 
it may be seen from the Black Sea. Beskies 
Broomhall, in Fifeshire, the residence of the Earl 
of Elgin, Mr. Harrison designed houses for several 
gentlemen in Scotland ; amongst others, one for 
the late General Abercrombie, and one for Mr. 
Bnice.-**C!i«sf0r Paper. 
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29. — 1751.-^*-<;aptain thouas coram dibd^ 

JBTAT. 82. 

This eminent philantliropist was bred to tbesea, 
and spent his early years in trading to the colonies. 
With limited means he effected great good^ and 
after seventeen years of close application, founded 
and firmly established The Foundling Hospital^ at 
the bottom of Gray's Inn Lane^ London, and 




pvocur^d the royal charter for it. He obtained a 
bounty upon naval stores imported from the coIo«> 
nies, and was the principal in setting on foot the 
colonies of Georgia and Nova Scotia. His last 
charitable design was an institution for the educa- 
tion of North American Indian girls. Indeed be 
spent a great part of his life in serving the public, 
and with so total a disregard to his own interest, 
that in his latter days he was supported by the 
charity of several spirited individuals. When Dr. 
Brocklesby applied to him to know whether a sub- 
scription for his benefit would offend him, he re- 
plied, '^ I have not wasted the little wealth which 
I formerly possessed, in self-indulgence or vain ex- 
penses, and am not ashamed to confess that in this 
my old age I am poor." 
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Sljsttonotttical 0tmwtnttf^. 

In March, 1830. 

*^ Watch with nice eye, the steady rolfing sphere. 
The JBquinoctialy and Sidereal year ; 
The slow Preeeesieny and the vaiying dime, 
And trace with patient care the flig^ht of Time/* 

SOLAR PHENOMENA. 
Precession of the Equinoxes. 

The Sun enters Aries according to the fixed zodiac^ 
at 32ni. after 2, in the morning of the 21 st of this 
inoii|ii^*---his true place in the heavens on this day 
IB in JjPbces. It is now more than 2000 years since 
the twaal equinox passed through j3 in Aries, con- 
sequmlly the first of Aries is an astronomical fiction, 
and mily used for tabular convenience ; the equi* 
noctial point has receded more than a sign to the 
west of this star^ so that Pisces now occupies the 
place of Aries, Aquarius of Pisces, Capricon^s of 
AqtKurius, and a similar transposition with the other 
signs successively. That the vernal equinox does 
not occur in tlus constellation may be rendered 
evident to the youthfiil astronomer, by observing 
the three stars in the head of the Ram, which will 
be idrible, after sun-set, declining toward the west, 
for some considerable time after the transit of the 
celestial equator by the sun. 

The following particulars will explain more fami- 
liarly this interesting motion. If the Sun be observed 
at the vernal equinox of any year, when his centre 
coincides with the equii^tial, and a similar obser-> 
vation be made at the succeeding vernal equfaioa^ it 
will be found, that the point of the previous inter<> 
section has advanced eastward 50^'^ ; this motion 
is called the precession of the equinoseSy and occa«* 
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sions a variation of a degree in 70 years, or 1® 2^ 46'' 
in a hundred years: thus the intersection of the 
ecliptic and equinoctial, which in the time of Hip- 
parchus occurred in Aries, is now in Pisces, in 840 
years from this time will have retreated into Aqua- 
rius, and an entire revolution of the heavens be com- 
pleted in 25,745 years, when Aries will again lead 
the celestial hosts. The time occupied in complet- 
ing 'this revolution is called the Great or Platonic 
year. 

This retrograde motion causes the general equi- 
noxes to occur, a little sooner every year, than if 
these equinoctial points continued immoveable; 
hence the astronomical year which commences at 
the vernal equinox, differs in length with ^sidereal 
year; — the former as determined from a mean of a 
hundred equinoctial years is 365d. 5h. 48m. 51.68. 
and the latter which is the time elapsed from the 
Sun's quitting a particular star to his return to the 
same, is 366d. 6h. 9m. 11.5s. the difference there- 
fore is 20m. 19.9s. the latter being greater from the 
shifting of the equinoctial points, and is equal to the 
time taken up by the sun, in describing the are of 
the annual precession. 

The nature of this motion may be illustrated by 
a reference to the daily revolution of the starry 
sphere, the whole celestial frame of which, appears 
to move round in 24 hours; this motion we know 
to be apparent only, and arising from the earth's 
rotation ; so, in the phenomenon of the precession 
of the equinoxes, a slow motion is detected in the 
position of the fixed stars, relative to that point, 
where the Sun's path intersects the equator, which 
must be; either real or apparent; — if real, it is inex- 
plicable, and if apparent, it must arise from some 
motion of the Earth, which like that of its rotation 
and revolution, is only detected by a reference to 
the heavens, tfie explanirtJon of which furnishes one 
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of the most beautiful proofs of the theory of univer- 
sal gravitation ; the motion which was th6ught to 
affect all the heavenly bodies, is to be traced to a 
slow vibration of the Earth's axis, occasioned by 
the attraction of the Sun, Moon, and Planets on the 
spheroidal fi^re of the Earth, causing a small ten- 
dency of the equator towards the bodies attracting, 
and an apparent motion of the starry host, forward, 
or eastward. 

ZODIACS. 

With the precession of the equinoxes is connected 
a question of uncommon interest, relative to the 
zodiacs of antiquity ; if the commencing sign of any 
one is ascertained^ its age can be determined. The 
Indian Zodiac presents superior claims to antiquity; 
it is of a quadrilateral figm*e, in the centre of which 
is placed a Virgin, surrounded by a glory, — infer- 
ring that when constructed, the solstice corres- 
ponded with the first degree of Virgo, which carries 
us baek 1400 years before the Christian era. In the 
zodiac found in the temple of Dendera, the ancient 
Tentyra of Egypt, the Sun appears at the summer 
solstice, to be about 24^ of Cancer, making it 3000 
years since its construction. It is not easy to ascer* 
tain the leading signs in the Zodiacs of the ruins at, 
and near £sne,or Liatapolis; the Sun appears to be 
in Leo, at the summer solstice, indicating its age to 
be 5400 years. Some French, philosophers have 
attempted to prove that the dates of the Egyptian 
Zodiacs, are to be referred to periods of such high 
antiquity, as must falsify the Mosaic account of the 
Creation, but happily for religion and common 
sense, they are divided among themselves, whether 
to denominate that of Dendera a Zodiac at all, and 
if they agree on this point, they vary relative to the 
first sign,-^and all depends on this being rightly 
ascertained,, so that no reliance whatever can be 
placed on the conclusion they profess to draw. It 
is highly probable, that these latter Zodiacs, were 
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asmuch religious symbols as astronomical calendarB^ 
it being well known that the Egyptians blended 
astronomy with their mythology. 

CHRONOLOGY. 
The precession of the equinoxes has also been 
employed in solving several interesting chronolo- 
gical problems; we ascertain the period when 
Hesiod flourished, assuming as data the following^ 
lines taken from his Opera et Dies:— 

*^ WheB from the solstice sixty wintry days. 
Their tonis have finished, mark with glittering rftjs. 
From Ocean's sacred flood Arctunu rise, 
Then first to gild the dusky evening skies/' 

Arcturus, the star her ereferred to, is of the first 
magnitude in the constellation Bootes^ which now 
rises about a hundred days after the winter solstice 
to Ascra, (the birth-place of Hesiod) a little village 
of Bseotia^ at the foot of Mount Helicon, according 
to Ptolemy in latitude 37<'45' north; this increase 
of 40 days; is equal to 39^ which reduced to seconds, 
and divMled by the annual precession, gires 2740 
years since the time of Hesiod, which is as close an 
approximation to collateral testimony as this species 
of calculation can fitmish* 

ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 
The Sun will be eclipsed invisible to the British 
Isles, at 44|m. past 2 in the afternoon of the 24th of 
this month, in longitude Os. 3** 28i', the Moon's 
latitude U 17^' south. 

Table of the Sun^s Rising and Setting Jbr every 

Fifth Dag, 
Mar. 1st, Sun rises 36 min. alter 6, sets 25 aiin. after 6 
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Equation of Time. 

Haying oberved tbe ikne as marked by a good 
son-dial^ add the following quantities, and the re- 
stilts will be such as should be given by a clock at 
the same instant. 

Table of the Equation qf Time for weary fifth day. 

m. s. 

MoDday, Maxch Ist, to the time by the diai add 12 41 

Saturday, — Cth, 11 36 

Thursday, — llth, , 10 19 

Tuesday, — l(5th, ; 8 66 

Sunday, -- 31st,^ 7 26 

Friday, —26th, 6 64 

Wednesday— dlst, 4 22 

.^ LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phases of the Moon.. 

First Qaaiter, 1st day, at 2 ra. past 8 moming^. 

Full Moon, 9th 31 1 afternoon. 

Last Quarter, 17th 36 6 

New Moon, 24th 44 H 

7in^Qiiaft«r, aist .. ...&^ Qmoming, 

Eclipse of the Moon. 

The Moon will be eclipsed on the 9th of this 
month, but invisible in this country ; it will occur 
under the following circumstances : viz. 

Beginning of the eclipse . . 34 m. 46 s. after 11 mom. 

Bejiniiing of total darkness 39 ..46 12 noon. 

EcBptic opposition 30 . . 46. . • . . • 1 aftem. 

Middle 31 ..46 1 

End of total darkness .... 23 .. 46 2 

End of the eclipse 28 . . 46 3 

Digits eclipsed 20^ from the southern side of the Earth's 
shadow. 

Moon'i Passage over the Meridian. 

The Moon will pass the First Meridian at the 
feUgwiog.eapveoifttI limes of observation! viz. — 

p 
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March 1st, >t 40 m. past 5 in tbe afternoon. 
Sod,.. 40 6 in the eToaiDg. 

ordy • • 34 • • v^* • • 7 

4th, ..26 8 

6th,.. 16 9 

eth,.. 4 10 

Idth, .44 4 in the morning. 

17th, .. 34 6 

imh, ..26 6 

19th,.. 18 7 

90th, .. 13 8 

29th, . . 41 4 in the afternoon. 

aoth, .. 36 6 

31st, . . SO 6 in the evening. 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 
Phases of Venus. 

This beautiful planet is now nearly lost to the 
unassisted sight in the efiiilgence of the solar beams. 
The following are tbe proportional phases : 

March 1st.— Ulnminated part = 0.17317 
Dark part = 11.82683 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

There will be only two of these eclipses Tisible 
this months at Greenwich^ namely, 

IMMERSION. 
First Satellite, 6th day, 43 m. 34 s. past 6 in the morning. 

EMERSION. 
Third Satellite, 26th day, 66 m. 4s. past 4 in the morning. 

Conjunctioais of the Moon with the Fixed Stars. 

March Ist, with Aldebaran at 2 in the afternoon. 
11th, .. ^inViigo :. 8 in the evening. 
13tfa, . . X . . Virgo . . 6 in the moniing. 
14th, . . y . . Libra . . 11 at night 
28th, . . y • • Taurus . . 3 in the afternoon. 
28th, .. Aldebaran .. 10 at night. 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury will be at his greatest elongation oh the 
10th of this month. Venus in her inferior conjunc* 
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tion on die 7^9 ^Lt 45 m* after 8 in the afternoon ; 
27th^ statkmaiy. Jupiter and Mars will be in con- 
junction on tiie 19th and separated from each 
other 40^* 

" Ye stars! which ate the Poetry of Hewenl^ 

Lord Byron. 

Astronomy is the very region in which the spirit 
of poetry finds itself in its own element ; it there 
spreads abroad its pinions and largely roams from 
star to star, from system to system, exulting amidst 
the magnificence of interminable space. The fol* 
lowing are a few gems which sparkle in the coronet 
of the genius of astronomy: 

O that I were the great seal of a world ! 

A glory in space ! 
By the glad hand of Omnipotence hurled 

Sublime on its race 1 
Reflecting the marvelloas beauty of heaven. 

Encircled with joy, 
To endure, when the orbs shall wax dim» that aregiven 

Old Time to destroy. WilUam Kennedy. 



There take thy stand, my spirit ;— spread 

The world of shadows at thy feet ; 

And mark how calmly, over head, 

The stars like saints in glory meet : 

While hid in solitude sublime, 

Methinks I muse on Nature's tomb. 

And hear the passing foot of Time 

Step through the gloom. Jmiut Montgomery. 



The Sun, re|oieing round the earth, announced 
Dallythe wisdom, power, and love of God. 
The Moon awoke, and from her maiden face. 
Shedding her cloudy hicks, looked meekly forth. 
And with her virgin stars walked in the heavens,— 
Walked nightly there, conversing as she walked. 
Of purity, and holiness, and God. Robert Polhk^ 

p 2 
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The ted liglits from tlie dooda are fiided ; 

Leaving one palest amber line 

To mark flie laat of day's decline ; 

And all o'er heaven is that clear blue 

The stars so love to wander throagh. 

They're rising from the silent deep. 

Like bright eyes opening after sleep. , „ -. 

There, far as the remotest line 
Th«t bounds imagination'^ ffight, 
Countless and nnendinfi^ orbs. 
In mazy motion intermingled, 
Tet stUl fulfil immutably 
" The Great Creator's'' law. 

Above, below, around. 

The circling systems formed 

A wilderness of harmony : 

Each with undeviating care, 

In eloquent silence through the depdis ^ spaee. 

Pursued its wond'rous way. SheUef, 
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For March, 1830. 

The stonny Marcli has come at last, ' 

' With wind, and cloud, and chan^ng skies'; 
I hear the riuhing of the blast 
That through the snowy valley flies. 

Ah, passing few are they wlio speak, 
Wild stormy month ! in praise of th»e ; 

Yet, thoagh thy winds are load and bleak, 
Thou art a welcome month to me : 

For thooto northern lands again 

The gay and glorions snn dost bring ; 
And thou hast joined the gentle train. 

And wear'st the gent{e name of spring. 

And, in thy reign of blast and storm. 

Smiles many a long bright sunny day, 
When the changed winds are soft and warm. 

And heaTen pats on the bine of May. 

Th^i sing aloud the gushing rilb. 
And the fall springs, from frost set free, 

That, brightly leaping down the hills. 
Are jost set out to meet the sea. 

I'he year's departing beauty hides 

Of wintry storms the sullen threat ; 
But, in thy sternest frown, abides - 

A look of kindly promise yet 

Tlum bring'st the hope of those calm skies, 

And that soft time of sunny showers. 
When the wide bloom, on earth that lies. 

Seems of a brighter world than ours. bryant. 

This month brings us to the first day of spring. 
Sorely our days are swifter than the post who is 
sent on messages of express. With the word spring 
weconnect all that is fertile and delightful, fragrant 
imd exhilarating. But Nature has ordained that 
the transition from the bleakness of winter to the 
p3 
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gentl<me8S of spring, shall be so gradual, as lo be 
unperceived. The seasons melt into one another. 
We now feel the harsh winds of b<^i9terou& winter^ 
and see the shattered forest and the ravaged vale. 
At the enlivening touch of softer winds, these snows 
will dissolve, and soon the hills will lift up th^ir 
green tops to the sky. But all is gradual* In the 
vast economy of nature, the winta: with its frosts is 
as necessary as spring with its blossoms, or summer 
with its heat. — At this moment all tlungs are still 
drooping; the aspect is\^ld and unpromising; the 
sky is obscured with clouds, and the atmosphere 
loaded with vapours. A dense fog conceals the 
morning sun — his warmth is feeble at his meridian, 
and not an herb has felt his life-giving ener^. The 
state we now experience is most salutary. If the air 
was soon to become mild, swarms of insects would 
appear to devour the seed sown, and the plants 
ready to bud — the blossoms would be nipped by 
untimely frosts and the harvest destroyed. The 
i*ough and disagreeable weather of March puts the 
whole vegetable creation into the only fit condition 
for receiving the warmth of spring.-^What night is 
to the weary man, winter is to the exhausted year. 
It is the time of nature's repose^ Through the many 
preceding months, nature had been labouring for 
the good of man. Like an anxious foster parent, it 
had supplied his revolving wants, and wearied by 
its efforts asked a space of repose. But it reposes 
only to gain new strength for another effort; and 
asks man to rest with the same view. — ^Winter 
throws over the fields its white mantle, to make 
them a safe^keeping repository for the embryo seed 
and the tender roots. It 1ms its storms which are 
most beneficial. They drive the needed vapours, 
the sulphurous particles^ the nutritive salts and 
other substances, from one r^ion to another. The 
seeds which are indigenous in one territory, are 
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hapinly traiu^wrted, peiiiaps, on the wii^ of the 
destractiye whirlwind, to another far distant. 

** Thou Yital-giving parent of earth^s bloom. 

And beautifier of dead winter, hall I 

At thine approach all slumbering things exhale 

The breath of life ; and from their prison'd tmnb» 

Where thej had gathered beanty ii^ their gloom» 

The warrior insects flutter in gilt maih 

The wild birds seek their voices, and oft try 

Preluding strains of simple melodj. 

And when the fragrance of the blooming pea 

Is on the night wind, what an extacy 

Of song the lonely nightingale out-pcNirs ! 

And the waves gently chide the stnbbom shores, 

Fearfol lest they disturii one living thing 

Worshiping nature at the shrine of spring." 

Many birds now begin to appear on the budding 
brandies; among which will be found the nfghtin* 
gale, willow-wren, redstart, blackcap, and lesser 
field-lark. Mr. Jennings in his Ornithology y has the 
following lines written in March, 1810. 

TO A WREN, 

Wkkhfor many years hiiU her neet behind an aeh tree that 
overhung his garden^ 

Little warbler ! long hast thou 
PerchM beneath yon spreading bough ;•-» 
Sung benea^ yon ivied tree,*— 
Thy mossy nest I yearly see» 
Satis from all thy peace amioyS'^ 
Claws of cats or cruel boys. 
We often hear thy chit, chat, song 
^ Call thy tiny brood along ; 
While, in her nest, or on a spray. 
The throstle charms us with her lay I 
Little warbler? cheerful wrenl 
The spring-time's come, and thou agaui, 
Little warbler ! thou like me, 
DeUghts't in home and harmless glee ; 
What of peace is to be found, 
Circles all thy dwelling round ; 
Here with love beneath the shade. 
Thy tranquil happiness is made ; 
With thy tiny, fai^ful mate. 
Here meefst xeaign'd the frowns of fitte. 
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Wkife prouder birds fly high or &r, 
Or mix them in the strife of war, — 
Or, restless, ail the world through range. 
And restless, still delight in change, 
Thou mak'st thy home a place of resty 
Affection^ love, and that is best ! 
Then welcome, welcome, faithfal wren ! 
Thrice welcome to thy home again ! 

The misBel-thrush, or storm^cock, tnaf be now 
heard sinnng before rain and during stormy wea- 
rier* The owl may also be heard screechiQS 
through the i^ ia the midst of a dreary night; 
preying on bats or small birds^or robbing fish-ponds; 
as they are fond of feeing their young vpith fish; 
and the house-sparrow may be seen hoveriug about 
the domiciles ox man. In the New Yearns Oifi for 
1830f there is an affecting appeal in favour of 

THE HOUSE SPARROW. 

BY BARRY CORNWALL. 

Tonoh not the little sparrow, who doth build 

His home so near us* He doth follow us 

From spot to spot, amidst the turbulent town. 

And ne^er deserts us. To all other birds 

The woods suffice, the rivers, the sweet fields, 

And nature in her aspect mute and fair ; 

But he doth herd wiu man. Blithe servant ! live, 

Feed, and ^row cheerful ! On my window's ledge 

III leave thee every morning some fit food. 

In payment of thy service^— Doth he serve?— 

Ay, serves and teaches. His familiar voice, 

His look (^ love, his sure fidelity. 

Bids us be gentle with so small a friend ; 

And much we learn from acts of gentleness. 

Doth he not teach t«<*Ay, and doth serve us too, ' 

Who clears our homes finom many a noisome thing. 

Insect or ^ptile ; and when we do mark 

With what nice care he builds his nest, and guards 

ffis offiipring from all harm, and how he goes, 

A peiseveiing, bold adventurer, 

'Midst hostile tribes, twenty times big as he, 

Skill, perseverance, courage, parent's love,— 

In all these acts we see, and may do Well, 

In our own lives, peihaps, when need doth ask, 

To imitate the UtUe household bird. 
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VvtMag follower! what dotii chain tbee here ; 
What bmids ^tween thee and man! Thy food the same 
At tbeifs who wing^ the woods,--tiiy voice as wild, 
Thy wants, thy power the same ; we nothing do 
To aerre thee, and few loye thee ; yet thou hang'st 
Aboat our dweUingpi, like some humble friend. 
Wham cttfltom and kind thoughts do link to as. 
And no neglect can banish. 

So, long live 
The bonsehold sparrow ! may he thnve for ever ! 
For ever twitter forth his morning song, 
A brief, bat sweet domestic melody ! 
Long may he Utc ! and he who aims to kill 
Onr small companion, let him think how he 
Would feel if great men spumed him from their hearths, 
Or tjrant doomed him, who had done no wron?. 
To pains or sadden death. Then let him think. 
And he will spare the little trastfdl bird ; 
And his one act of clemency will teach 
His heart a lesson that shall widen it, 
For nothing makes so bright the soul, as when 
Fltjr doth temper wisdom. 

The face of nature begins to assume a pleasing 
appearance j; and in the words of the poet, we wel- 
come the season that opens to us the budding charms 
of Flora. 

Oh ! come, sweet spring, and fill the world 

Again with all thy lovely bloom ; 
Let wild-wing'd tempests far be hurl'd 

To winter's deep and dreaiy tomb. 

Give to the brook its lucid channs ; 

Give to fhe grove its warbHug throng ; 
Give to the flowers their spicy balms ; 

And waken nature's general song; 

And give to man, what oft he wants, 

A heart of gratitude and love. 
For all the God of nature grants; 

His merits, oh ! how far above ! 

Dear spring t I love thy calm, bright hooiSy 

Full of a soft and sweet control ; 
For Ihey revive my dormant pow'rs. 

And lift to heaven my humble souL X Af • Xnet y. 
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Among plants in flower, may be fomid the sweet 
violet, green hellebore, jonquil, bunch-hyadntb, 
heartsease, marygold, sweet tulip, oxlip and cr^* 
ouses. In the fields too, the eye is sure to be charm- 
ed with primroses, and, perhaps, daisies: but tbe 
first spring visitor is the modest snowdrop. In tihe 
Forget me Not for 1830, is a sweet picture of .dUs 
season, which will amply repay the transplanting to 
our IXary: — 

THB SNOW-DROP'S CALL. 

BY MISS ELIZABETH BMRA. 

Who else is coming? There's sunshine here ! 
Ye wonld strew the way for the infant year : 
The firost-winds blow on the barren hill. 
And icicles hang on the quarry still ; 
But sunny, and sheltered, and safe are- we. 
In the moss at the foot of the sycamore tree. 

Are ye not coming ? the first birds sing ; 
They call to her bowers the lingering spring ; 
And ftfar to bte home near the north pole star. 
Old winto: is gone in his snow-claNi car ; 
And the storms are past, and the sky is clear. 
And we are alone, sweet sisters ! here. 
Will ye not follow t ye safe shall be 
In the green moss under the sycamore tree. 

And oh ! there is health in the clear cold breeze, 

And a Bound of joy in the leafless trees ; 

And the sun is pale, yet his pleasant gleam 

Has wakened the earth, anci unchain'd the stream ; 

And the soft west wind, oh ! it gently blows ! 

Hasten to follow, pale lady primrose ! 

And hyacinth graceful, and crocus gay. 

For we have not met this many-a^&y. 

Follow us, follow us ! follow us then, 

All ye whose home is in grove or glen : 

Why do ye linger? Who else is coming. 

Now spring is ttwak'd with the wild bee's hnmndng? 

Many insects at this time come forth to conuaait 
their depredations ; among which, one of the mtMA 
destructive, is the wasp* In a communiqation to 
The 6ardener*s Magazine, Mr* Dall, of Arrington, 
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Csmlyridgesbire^ thus describes bis nuetbod of de* 
siroyiiig tbem : *^ I give a small reward to my men, 
for every wasp tbey bring to me, from the beginning 
of March, up to the second week of June; from 
Jnne, I give a reward for every nest brought to me, 
and I continue taking the nests late in the season, 
although the fruit may have been all gathered; this 
I do in order that fewer female wasps may be left 
to breed in the next spring. — ^The means used by 
me for destroying the nests are simply these: — I 
take common gunpowder and water sufficient to 
make a strong dough or paste; a piece of dough, 
about the size of a large walnut, rolled in the form 
(^a cone, is sufficient to stifle the wasps in any oM 
nest. The nests being looked for by the men in 
their over hours; when found, they are marked, so 
as to be more readily found again when it is dark.— 
When all things are ready, the men divide their 
number in parties of three or four; each party being 
provided with a lantern, candles, spade, pick, as 
many glass: bottles as there are nests to be taken on 
that night, and a water pot with some clean water, 
Vfhtn arrived at one of the nests, fire is set to the 
smallest end of one of the conical balls of prepared 
gunpowder, which is held with the batid close inio 
the mouth of the entrance till one third is burned ; 
the remaining part of the ball is then dropped into 
the hole, and a piece of turf placed over it to pre* 
vent the escape of the smoke. In the space of half 
a minute after the ball is dropped into the hole, the 
nest is dug out, and in its stead, a glass bottle, one 
third filled with water, is placed upright with the 
mouth open, and rather below the surfiure level of 
the earth, which is carefully made smooth all round 
tlMS mouth of the bottle. Into these bottles, the 
watpe who happen to be out when the nest is take^ 
enters and get drowned in the water. In some 
laqe aests, I have had to empty the bottles and 
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replace them, more than once. If bottles are not 

E laced as above, the wasps that happen to be finnm 
ome at the time tbe nest is taken, cm their return 
home, finding the nest destroyed, they fly back to 
the firnit and continue derouring it as long as tli^ 
have life. I have counted 23M) wasps, belongpuig 
to one nest, drowned in bottles placed as abore, 
after the nest was taken/' 

It may not be unpleasing to see how nearly a 
spring on the other side of tbe Atlantic, agrees with 
our own climate. For the following pleasing pic- 
ture, we are indebted to Mr. J. K. Paulding:-—- 
^^ Now the laughing, jolly spring began sometimes 
to show her buxom &ce in the bright morning; but 
ever and anon, meeting the angry frown of Winter, 
loath to resign his rough sway over the wide realm 
of nature, she would retire again into her southern 
bower. Yet, though her visits were but short, her 
very look seemed to exercise a magic in&ience. 
The buds began slowly to expand their ck>se winter 
folds ; tbe dark and melancholy woods to assume an 
almost imperceptible purple tint; and here and 
there a little chirping blue-bird hopped about tbe 
orchards of Elsingbui^h. Strips of fresh green 
appeared along the brooks, now released from their 
icy fetters ; and nests of little variegated flowers, 
nameless, yet richly deserving a name, sprung up 
in the sheltered recesses of the leafless woods. By 
and by, the shad, the harbinger at once of qning 
and plenty, came up the river before the mild 
southern breeze; the ruddy blossoms oithe peach- 
tree exhilMted their gorgeous pageantry ; the young 
lambs appeared frisking and gamboling about the 
sedate mother; young, innocent calves began their 
first bleatings; the cackling hoi announced her 
daily feat in the bam-yand with clamorous astopisb- 
ment; every day added to tbe appearance of that 
active vegetable and animal life, whidi nature pre- 
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sents in the progress of the genial spring; and 
finally, the flowers^ the zepbyrs, and the warblers, 
and the maiden's rosy cheeks, announced to the eye, 
the ear, the senses, the fancy, and the heart, the 
return of the stay of the vernal year." 

As this month closes with the coming of spring, 
we shall close our Diary with 

THE FIRST SPRING WREATH. 

By the AuOun- of' HifUand Tide/' '* The CeUegime,'' fc. 

The flowers in silence seem to breathe 
Such thoughts as language could not tell. 

BYRON. 

Promettrey cest downer ; espirer, c*estjouir. 

DB liLle. 

Thou seest this Uttle wreath I hold, 

A modest, trifling, graceful thing, 
Where the bright crocus' deepeving gold 

Circles the first-born bloom of spriag, 
The snow-drop's soilless, Tirgin gem— 
('Twas a true taste that nrngled tiiem) 
Yet though I've gazed, through a long hour. 
In silence o'er each single flower, 
I thought not on their varied dies- 
Bat they have waked strange memories ! 

Do you remember, on that day 

When you came to our soTitmle, 
To see me on my lonely way 

Over the hill and through the wood : 
Do you remember one— «a girl, 
Witii dark-bright eyes and teetii of pearl. 
Who bade me, as she pressed my hand. 
Think of my old friends, and old land ? 
Oh I I was Hope's idolater. 
And left my happiness for her ! 

You'll deem it fanoifal— -I've gazed 

Upon this simple wreath of flowen, 
Till the sad memory was raised 

Of that sweet maid and those sweet hoars. 
This snow-drop seems most pure and sweet ; 
Her mind was white and fair as it ; 
O 
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And her heart was the pfecioas jjold, 
Around whose leaves those white flowers w>la ; 
Gold, not in seeming, but in weight, 
And tried through a long, joyless fate. 

I saw her in her early bloom, 

A picture of pure loTeliness ; 
I saw her when tiie blight had come 

That left that picture colourless. 
Oh ! memory what a weight thou art 
To him who bears a hopeless heart ! 
I look upon past, painful years-^ 
They brought me pangs and leave me tears ; 
I turn to those unborn, and see 
But shades of unborn misery. 

Yet though the weight of present woe 

Hath chill'd through cv'ry throbbing vein. 

Even to the death of that soft glow, 
Hope loves to shed on hearts in pain. 

Yet when I think, alone of thee, 

Those dark and saddening doubts will flee, 

And a mild light of promise rise. 

Like that which lives within thine eyes. 

Hush ! hush ! it dawns even now to mine. 

Proxy of bliss ! Grief's anodyne ! 

There is a silent summer bower. 
An evening sun to gild its bloom, 

A stillness over leaf and flower, 
A freshness breathing in perfume, 

And all the friends our youth has known. 

Now o'er the cold world widely strown ; 

The old, the young, the kind, the fair, 

Merrily meet and mingle there. 

Without one saddening want to chill 

The music of the laughter peal ! 

And thou art there, my lovely friend, 
Health lightens in thine eyes again ; 

'TIS the first Spring of hope — ^we blend 
Its flowers into a fairy chain. 

Oh ! bid not the sweet dream depart. 

But let me lay it to my heart. 

I see it bloom — joy's first Spring wreath, 

I feel the fragrance of its breath, 

And deem it fairer for the showers 

That gloom us while tkey nurse ito fiowers« 
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This month was under the auspices of Venus, 
among the Romans; hence it was frequently named 
Mensis Veneris; but its papular name was Aprilis, 
By the Anglo Saxons it was entitled Oster Monath, 
or Easter month, probably from the frequency of 
the eastern winds. The word is derived from aperio, 
to open; because the earth this, month, begins to 
open her bosom for the production of vegetation. 

1. ^ALL, or ACLD root's BAT. 

While April morn her folly^s throne exalts ; 
While Bob calls Nell, and laughs because she halts ; 
While Nell meets Tom, and says his tail is loose, 
And laughs in toiB and calls poor Tom a goose ; 
Let us, my Muse, through Folly's harvest range, 
And glean some moral into Wisdom's grange. 

Verses an several occasions, London, 1782. 

A custom, says The Spectator, prevails everywhere 
among us on the first of April, when every body 
strives to make as many fools as he can. The wit 
chiefly consists in sending persons on what are 
called sleeveless errands, for the History of Eve's 
mother, for pigeon's milk, and similai* ridiculous 
errands. He takes no notice of the rise of this sin- 
gular kind of anniversary. 

The French too have their All Fool's Day, and 
call the person imposed upon, an April fish, pmson 
^PjhfriL Bellinger, in his French proverbs, endear 
vours to establish the following explanation of this 
custom: the word poison, be contends, is corrupted 
through the ignorance of the people from passion; 
Q 2 
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and length of time has almost totally defaced the 
original intention, which was to commemorate the 
passion of our Savkmr. That took place about this 
time of the year, and as the Jews sent the Son of 
man backwards and forwards, to mock and torment 
him, t. e. from Anna? to Caiaphus, from him to 
Pilate, from Mate to Herod, and thence again to 
Pilate, this ridiculous, or rather impious, custom 
took its rise, by which we send about from one place 
to another, such persons as we think proper objects 
of our ridicule. 

There is an old book, called An Essay to retrieve 
the ancient Celtic^ in which the author says, " there 
is nothing that i^ill bear a clearer demonstration, 
than that the primitiTe Christiani, by the way of 
conciliating the pagans to a better worship, hu* 
moured their pre^dicet by yielding to a conformity 
of names, and even of customs, where they did not 
essentially interfere with the fundamentals of the 
gospel doctrine. Thb was done in order to quiet 
their possession, and to secure their tenure: an ad- 
mirable expedient, and extremely fit in those bar- 
barous times, to prevent the people from returning 
to their old religion. Among these, in imitation of 
the Roman Saturnalia, was the Festum Vaimarum; 
when part of the jollity of the season wasa burlesque 
election of a mock pope, mock cardinals, mock 
bishops, attended with a thousand ridiculous and 
indecent ceremonies, gambols, and antics, such as 
singing and dancing in the churches, in lewd atti- 
tudes, to ridiculous anthems, all allusively to the 
exploded pretensions of Druids, whom these spmts 
were calculated to expose to scorn and derision. 

'< This feast of fools," he continues, << had its de- 
signed effect; and contributed, perhaps, more to the 
extermination of those heathens than all the colla- 
teral aid of fire and sword, neither of which were 
spared in the persecution of them. The eontiftu- 
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ance of customs^ especially droll ones^ whicli suit 
the gross taste of the multitude, after the original 
cause of them has ceased, is a great, but no uncom- 
mon^ absurdity." 

The epithet old fools (in the northern and old 
English auld) does not ill accord' with the pictures 
of Druids, which have been transmitted to us. The 
united appearance of wisdom, age, and sanctity, 
which these ancient priests assumed, doubtless con- 
tributed in no small degree to the deception of the 
people. The Christian teachers, in their labours to 
undeceive the fettered multitudes, would probably 
spare no pains to pull off the masks from these ve- 
nerable hypocrites, and point out to their converts, 
that age was not always synonymous with wisdom; 
that youth was not the peculiar period of folly; 
and that together with young, there were old fools. 

Should the above be considered as a forced inter- 
pretation, it can be offered in apology that, in join- 
ing the scattered fragments that survive the muti- 
lation of ancient customs, we must be forgiven if all 
the parts are not found closely to agree. Little of 
the means of conjecture has been transmitted to us; 
and that little can only be eked out by conjecture. . 

2. 1829. LANIK3RAVB OP HESSE HOMBBRG DfED, 

iETAT. 60. 

His Serene Highness Frederic Joseph Louis, was 
the eldest son of the Landgrave Frederic Louis, 
whom he succeeded, January 20, 1820. On April 
7, 1818, he was married at Buckingham House, to 
the Princess Elizabeth, sister to His present Majes- 
ty George IV. shortly after which they left England 
for the Landgrave's palace at Homberg, on the 
Rhine, where they resided till his death. 

2. 1829. ^M ANASSKH DAWES DIED. 

Mr. Dawes was a barrister of the Inner Temple, 
but retired (com his profession many years sinte* 
a3 
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He was pofisessed af a strong mind, great knowledge 
of the law, and much general information; sum- 
dent proof of which he has left behind him in 
various works; among the principle of which are: 
An Inquiry into the Merits of Dr$. Priestley and 
Price; On Intellectual Liberty and Toleration g 
Essays on Crimes and Punishments; The Nature 
and Extent of Supreme Power; Two works On 
Xdbels; Commentaries on the Law of Arrests; se- 
veral PoemSf 8fc. For the last 36 years Mn Dawes 
lived a very retired life in Clifford's Inn, where be died* 

3.-^ST. RICHARD. 

Surnamed J>e fFiche^ from the place of his birth 
in Worcesterahire. He was made Bishop of Chi- 
chester in 1245 ; died on this day in 1253 ; he was 
canonized in 1262 by Pope Urban, in return for 
his strict homage to the papal power. 

4. PALM SUNDAY. 

This is the sixth Sunday in Lent, and sixth after 
Shrove Tuesday. It is so called in memory of our 
Saviour^s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, when the 
multitude that attended him strewed branches of 
palm-trees in his way. 

4. — ST. AMBROSB. 

He was born at Aries, in France, about 333, and 
in 374 was chosen . Bishop of Milan : he was vio- 
lently opposed to the Arians ; and died this day, 
in 397' The celebrated hymn, Te Deum^ which 
is still performed on all great occasions in Catholic 
countries, was composed by St. Ambrose when he 
baptized St. Augustine. 

8. MAVNDV THURSDAY. 

Also called Chare, or Shere Thursday, is the 
day before Good Friday^ Spelman derives the word 
maundy from mande, a hand basket, in which the 
kiBg was accustomed to give alms ta the pow : 
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others derive it from dies numdaH^ the day ob 
whkh our Saviour gave His great mandate, '^ That 
we should love one another/^ Maundy Thursday 
is in Passion Week, and was thus named from the 
command of the Lord's Supper, which He this day 
instituted ; or from the new commandment which 
He. gave them to love one another, after He had 
washed their feet, as a token of His love to them. 

Formerly, on this day the kings and queens of 
£ngland washed the feet of as many poor persons 
as they were years old, besides bestowing his 
maundy on each : the last monarch who performed 
this ceremony in person was James II. It is still 
a day of great ceremony in the Catholic Church. 
Mr. Best, speaking of this day at Rome, says: 
^^The table from which the Lord made his last 
stipper I did not see : I was told that it is of thick 
wood, and offers nothing extraordinary. I was 
present at the Mass in the Sistine Chapel, and saw 
the procession to the repository erected in the 
Paoline Chapel. The feet of the twelve priests 
were then washed by a cardinal. During this last 
ceremony, in particular, I witnessed the roughness 
• and insolence of the Swiss guards, who alone occa* 
sion those contests you have so often heard of-^ 
contests which would disgrace any place whatso* 
ever, much more so a chapel. These functions 
should be attended by no person who had not pre- 
viously made up his mind to be treated by the 
Pope's blackguards as if he were himself one to 
whom that epithet might be justly applied. There 
is even a certain degree of danger from the un* 
steady pikes, and the clashing tin armour, of these 
' soldats de papier — paper soldiers,' as a French 
officer, who stood with me, addressed one of them. 
Ladies, although treated by them, not with more 
respect, but with less disrespect, are torn from one 
aoother and from tfiose who accompany them^— -if 
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not to the eodangering of their lives, at least to 
that of their senses : I saw some who fainted, others 
lost their veils, &c. Barriers had been placed 
across the room in which the feet were washed ; 
and, to pass each barrier, three or four regular 
assaults were given by the crowd to the guards, 
who, after repelling them for a time, gave way and 
permitted the impatient multitude to advance ; 
whereas if no opposition had been oflFered, the 
people would have rolled on quietly and without 
disturbance. All should be totally excluded, or as 
many as the rooms will contain quietly admitted ; 
but neither of these alternatives is followed, and 
guards are placed as if for the sole purpose of 
creating tumult, and then giving way. Such is the 
sight displayed at the capital of the Christian world, 
at the most holy season of the year ; whilst a huge 
building, in which all Rome might find place, 
stands comparatively unoccupied, by the side of 
the ordinary-sized rooms, from the one to the other 
of which the Pope and spectators pass in a manner 
inconsistent with the dignity of either. Ought the 
Head of the Church to officiate in the private 
chapels of his own palace, because, forsooth, the 
performance of his musicians would appear to less 
advantage in a larger fabric ? — and this is the best 
reasou I have yet heard given in excuse for this 
scandaL But even of the fact itself I am not well 
convinced ; for I have seen a part of St. Peter's 
partitioned off in a manner which greatly diminish- 
ed the echo complained of. Yet, in case this me- 
thod should not succeed, the Philharmonic, or any 
other Society, might be charged to invite all the 
* nobili forestieri — noble strangers,*— -to a private 
performance of the psalm. Miserere : or it would 
even be more decent, were this psalm — which is, 
by-the-by, of all psalms the one least suited to the 
theatre, repeated like the rest of thd office, instead 
of being made a theatrical show of. 
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'^I had reached the table at which the twelve 
priests, served by Cardinal delta Somagliay were 
dining, when la Comtesse de , unable to sup- 
port any longer the pressure of the crowd, de- 
manded assistance to extricate herself from it : this 
was aflR^cted, with great difficulty, by myself and 
the French officer ah-eady alluded to. 

•* The Vatican library being open to the public, I 
then made a tour of the rooms and galleries, lined 
by the numerous files of wardrobes^ 

^'In the afternoon the Miserere was again sung. 
I also went to the Paoline Chapel, which was 
lighted up, not over well, and filled with people 
praying devoutly on their knees; for no Swiss 
guards interfered." 

9.— €0OD raiDAT. 

A fiist in the Christian church, in memory of the 
suflerings and death of Jesus Christ ; and from the 
elBects springing from that important event, its ap- 
pellation 6ood^ which appears to be peculiar to 
the Church of England, is prefixed. The Saxons 
called it Long Friday, from the length of the offices 
and Castings of that day; but its ancient and ap- 
propriate title was Holy Friday, as also the week 
in which it happens. Holy or Fusion Week. The 
practice of making crass buns on Good Friday is 
generally supposed to have originated simply in 
the desire of marking on the only food formerly 
allowed on this day, a symbol of the crucifixion. 

** Through life Qncbanged, anwearied, andismay'd, 
The suffering Saviour, true to human weal, 
Bore steadfast on : tiie ignominious cross 
Witnessed His conquest, and His dying love. 
Ah ! well might Mary droop beneath her wo ! 
In many a page the gracious promise shone, 
That she should bear a son of high import ; 
And, from the cradle to maturer age, 
His life had every bright assurance given 
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Of all folfilment; bat when most she thought 
To see the child of eyeiy cherish'd hope, 
Pre-eminent in glory and renown, 
SoiTowing, she saw Him stretched upon the cross. 
And weeping, to His lifeless corpse performed 
The moamful offices that nature claims. 

Henry Smitkers^ 

9. 1483. EDWARD THK FIFTh's ACCESSION. 

This unfortunate prince, at the age of twelve 
years, was this day proclaimed King of England, 
on the death of his father, Edward IV. Aftqr a 
short reigu of two months and twelve days, his 
uncle, Richard III., deprived him of his crown ; 
and, according to most historians, in a short time 
had the young king and his younger brother, the 
Duke of York, both basely murdered in the Tower 
of London. 

THE PRINCES OF YORK. 

BY H. SIGOURNEY. 

Rise, shade of Edward, from the tomb ! 

And shield thy sons from harm ; 
Protect them, 'mid their prison gloom. 

From Cloister's murderous arm. 

Still dost thou trust with dauntless eye 

A brother's pro£fer'd care ? 
Loy Arthur's spirit hovers nigh. 

And warns thee to beware. 

They sleep — and charms so bright and pure 

Around those features play, 
Methinks their sacred force might lure 

The savage from his prey. 

Prince Edward's ruby lip was curl'd, 

As when, in knightly strife, 
'Mid the proud toumay's list is hurl'd 

The lance, for death or life. 

But Richard in his dream did smile 

Within that fatal tower, 
As if he mark'd some pageant wile 

In lady's courtly bower. 
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His arm was o'er his brother^s breast. 

And on the pillow lay 
That book of prayer their lips had prest 

Ere slumber's hallowed sway. ' 

Sad widowed queen ! once more to gaze 

On brows so bold and fair, 
Vig^t paint a rainbow on thy days 

Of weeping and despair. 

Once more those sanny curls to lift 

Might cheer a mother's heart. 
But, oh! the assassin's. step is swift, 

And dark the usurper's art. 

Mom comes — ^those princes wake no more, 

Their conch is lone and cold. 
Bat yet no life-drops stain the floor 

To mark a deed untold. 

Dissembler I who dost mock the sky, 

And man's weak search controul. 
Be strong to bear heaven's burning eye 

Of justice on thy soul. 

The sparkling orb may bind thy brow, 

A realm extol thy bliss. 
Ambition have its triumphs now— 

Is there no world but this ? 

It comes ! it comes ! the vengeful hour, 

Stem warriors grasp thy shield, 
And Richmond pours his hostile power 

O'er Bosworth's fatal field. 

Haste, haste, false king ! their might oppose. 

Uplift thy haughty crest,— 
But secret throngs of spectre foes 

Ungird thy tyrant breast. 

Meek Henry, from whose royal side 

Afresh the purple flows, 
Seems with his slaughter'd son to glide. 

Crushed Lancaster's last rose. 

Pale Clarence from his moulder'd cell 

Stalks forth with drooping hair. 
And they who in their beauty fell 

Look to it !--they are there. 

Go ! to thy teachless grave go down ! 

Thy blood in battle spilt ; 
Go ! weigh against thy bauble crown 

The eternal pang of guilt. 



180 RKMARKABLK BATS 

II. — ^BA8T£& SUNDAY. 

Easter, the anniversary of the resurrection of our 
Saviour, is so called from the Saxon goddess Ek)stre, 
whose festival was held in April. The Asiatic 
churches kept their Easter upon the same day tbat 
the Jews obsei^v^ed their passover, and others pn the 
first full moon in the new year. The coBtroversy 
was determined in the Council of Nice, wliea it 
was ordained that Easter should be kept on one 
and the same Sunday in all the Christian churches 
in the world. In conformity to act of parliament, 
every Book of Common Praj^er says, " Easter-day 
is always the first Sunday after the full moon^ 
which happens upon, or next after, the 21»t day of 
March ; and if the full moon happen «p<m a Sun- 
day, Easter-day is the Sunday after.'* 

12. — BASTER MONDAY. 

Formerly, every day in this week was observed 
as a religious festival ; now they are only considered 
as days of recreation. A fair at Greenwich is held 
on the first three days of the week, to whieh the 
metropolis pours forth a great portion of its lower 
orders. A stag-hunt in Epping Forest was also a 
favorite recreation, and drew an assemblage of 
horsemen of as various and grotesque a character 
as any occasion could possibly bring together. This 
amusement, however, is fast fallmg into decay, as 
appears from the following preface to Hood's truly 
humourous poem called The Epping Hunt : 

^* The Easter chase will soon be nnmbered with the pas^ 
times of past times : its dogs will haye had their day, and 
its deer will be fallow. A few more seasons, and this City 
Common Hunt will become uncommon. In proof of this 
melancholy decadenoe, the ensuing epistle is inserted. It 
was penned by an underling at the Wells, a person more 
accustomed to riding than to writing. 

*' ' Sir, — About the Hunt. In anser to your Innqueries, 
their has been a great falling off lately, so much so this year, 
that there was nobody allmost. We did a mear nothing 
provisionally, hardly a Bottle extra, which is a proof in 
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Pint. In slrart, our Ifuat maj he sad to jl>e in the last Sta^ 
of a decline* I am, s%t, wlm respects from your humble 
servant, Bartholomew Rutt*" 

A tolerably accurate pieliire of the hunt is thus 
Sivenby Mr.Hood:^ 

^ Away he wen^ and many a 3eore 

Of riders did the same. 
On horse and as»— 4ike high and low 

And Jack porsuing game* 

Good Lord ! to see the riders now. 

Thrown off with sadden whirl, ' 
A score within the whirling brook 

Enjoyed their • early purl/ 

A score w^e sprawling on the srass, 

And beavers fell in s^bowers; 
There was another Floorer there, ! 

Beside the Queen of Flowers, 

Some lost their stumps, some their whips, 

Some had no caps to shew ; 
But few, like Charles at Charing .Cross, 

Bode on in flaitie quo^ 

* O dear! O dear!' now might you hear, 

• I've surely broke a bone f 

* My head is sore,^with many more ^ ' 

Such speeches from the throion. 
Howbdt their wailings never moved 

The wide sataniO'Claa; 
Who grinned, as once, the devil igiinaM; 

To see the fall of man. 

And hunters good, that understbod, 

Their laughter knew no bounds. 
To see the horses ' throwing off,' 

So kmg before the hounds, 

• « . •. . « 

But now old Robin'ii fi>es wei'e set, 

That fatal taint to find, 
That always is scent after him,. 

Tet always left behind* < 

And here observe how dog and man 

A different tempter shews^^ , 
What hound reaents that he is sent 

To follow his own nofie 2 . 
R 
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Towlei and Jowler— howlers att— 

No single tonipie wasniii^ ; 
• The stag had led a hart» ana lo I 

No spur he lackM--lear stack: A knift . . 

And fork in either hannch : 
And eveiy dog he knetr had ji^ot; ' 

An eye-too& to his pannch I 

Away, away ! he sonddod like 

A ship before the gale ; 
Now flew to*' hills we know not of,' 

Now, Bon-like, took the Tale. 

• • . • .• . ■ 

Some gave a skont, some idlFd about. 
And antick'd as they rode, 

And batchers whistled on their cars, 
And milkmen tnlfy-ko'd!' 

Aboat two soorei there were, not mare. 

That gallc^ped in the race ; 
The rest, alas ! lay on the ^ass, 
As once in Cheyy Chase. 

Bat eyen those that galloped on 
Were fewer every minute<*- 

The field kept gettmg more select. 
Each thicket served to thin it 

For some palled ap anA left the honly 

Smne Ibtt im Biiry begs. 
And vainly rose and ' ran a muek,' 

To overtake the dogs. 

And some, in oharglbg hnidle stakes, 

Were left bereft ef sense ; 
What else coaldbepMmised of Mades ^ 

That never leam'd to lence 7 

Bnt Roondings, Tom and Bsib^ no gate, 
Nor hedge, nor ditcliy ooeld stay i 

O'er all they went, and did the w^ck 
Of leap-year in a di^. 

And by thefar side see Bnggins tide. 

As &st as he could speed ; 
For, like Maaeppa, he was quite 

At mercy of his steed.* 
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Nb'mdmir he had, hy ^atikiftj check, 
' l%efa!l^ptoTcniit^ i 

The hiter bold l]|e bit^ w 
T«Ms«iipQdiiloii|^ all Enei^ ^ed 

fieneath i|im as he-sate— 
He never gaw a county ^o 

A^ soch'a oovnty rate ! 



But' sboto the home -ifras well kvent^ 

For crael •mart^of -gpin, . 
Foe, ridini: tlsDaghra moor, Jie pitohed 

9^8 master in a f arse I i .. 
Where, ifiarper set IdliaB hiuigei ji%. 

He squatted al).£orlpm; . 
Asd like a 'bird was singing onf 

WhUe shting^ on a "^oin. ~ 

BS^t glad Was hi^, as wtU as might be, 

Syeh cushion to resign : 
* Possession is nine pointt^-^tet Iria . 

•Seeiped .more than nipetyrii^i^ 

Y«t worse than all the prioklyfioints , 

That enter'd in his sldn. 
His naj: was running o? the while 

The thorns were fanning in !'' 
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This View re)[)re^^nts die old parsonage house at 

pa 
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Upham, about three ouleft from Bishop's WalUiam, 
in Hampshire, in whicli the eminent author <tf the 
I/ighi 7%migki9WBiMh0m, fai Jme leBl, whlhl his 
&ther was rector of that parislu The above is 
more interesting, as the house no lodger^ exists. 
Having beeome ruinousy it was, a few years since^ 
taken down and re-buil^ by the Rev« J. Haygareh* 
the present rector. Tm» window in the gnble 
end (in the front of the view^ was tliat <tf the 
room in which the ppet was bom. The late eto* 
gant scholar and critic, Dr, Joseph Wartcp^ was 
formerly rector of Upham ; and during his incttoa- 
bency he caused the event to be commemorated by 
a tablet, suspendeid in the apartment, and bearing^ 
this inscription — In hoc cubimlo natus erai eximms 
ille Poeta Edvardm Young, 1681. This tablet, 
a two-fold relic of departed genius^ is still pre- 
served in the new house* 

Dr. Young was a man of great application and 
learning; even whilst at Oxford^ his diieiracter 
may be formed from the words of Tindal, o^oiimoaly 
denominated ''The Atheist Tindal»'' who spent 
much time at All Souls, and who used to argiie 
with Young on topics.^ religion,' 'i'The <mer 
boys," sap Tindal, ** I can always answer, because 
I always know whence they have their arguments, 
which I have read a hundred times; but that 
fellow, Young, is continually pestering me with 
something of his own/' 

13.-— 1829,— cATHOtLic aausF bii.l« 
On this dav the royal assent was given to this mi| 
by which eighteen Rjoman Calteilic Peers were made 
eligible to sit in the House of Lords, and all C^iho^ 
lies, equally with Protestants, could become cafacH* 
dates fef the House of Commons. They ar^ also 
eligible for any office excepting Lord^Liemenant of 
Ireland, Lord Chancellor, or High Commfedoner 
of the Church of Scotl«n4, 
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18.— LOW SUNDAY. 



■^nhe JbflolMh% tnlmireibtei iScetili of ttfe customs 
slill,^<*dch^^toongttie Jews/dtirhi^ the ftissbver, 
ts'tMMn'fi^ att amu^gllttli^Volujire^ entitled 
S fj^ Wia dk 'tXsiau^nPortraitUfrcfiAe Jews of the 

fiMMs estf^ file ftniillT ceased ^ e^t leaveued bread, 
ffh'HiAf/ fi^et Jiirtidc* of that '(Ind^ by ten \i\ the 
Mfhilii^ oTflre tlaj^'on which iSife^ deremony 01 the 
BttM^ef wi^ to be celebrated' ii^ tfhe evening; and 
l i dft to e i a; lit 'dfle^ soq, fasted in Memory bftHe'^lay- 
Idjb «l;'l^ Inrt feorh tht6iighotit the land of Egypt. 
Iml^iMC^c/hiiiii^^ in person, assisted to cleani^e all the 
iMKIIsIk tttrd -tesdets of |^ate, phih^ and glass^ and 
iMrii^ooiletl tiAles and dresser$ of tihe kitchen. All 
e^SMir «Hieli^ for use at this ffistiral were new, or 
McJllWhaffbeeh preserved frdm the preceedingyear. 
Tfc^ WMaif nfe'tervants were closely watched,.to as- 
eeriflSii that 'they brought ^o leaven into the liouse 
aVtHispericfd; Yoritaost stx*tctly dd the Jewsof thepre- 
«eBt day oMerre ipyery minniik t)f the, Passover, and 
all its, cerenNmtes, botli' '\^i4l(eu and ' trs^ditional. 
Mml ^be fetter «lcme remains tb'ihenfj-^the glory 
W^flmartedi ^ spirit is not discenied t the veil is 
ottneir'bearts; llie great Antitype of the ^olemii 
final. |b hid ironi their eyes. In their .observances 
^ley nray'tritty be said to ' sow the wind;' th^ awfut 
ecmequenee 6f wbieh isr dfec1are^l>y iAie lip of ioftH* 
liUe tretb to be, t!mt t!hey shall ^reap nie wbirl- 
wind^* Cbrisiisn reader I thon *wfab art ooncemed 
a3 
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for the trae peace of Jerusalem, which fe indeed liid 
ihim her eyM, oh; lift up thine heart to the Ifflvc 
High, and join wMi the royal FMoiitt hi ULjlkiff^ 
^iih Utrnt Ae saaratiiba Of Israel ircre eome out of 
2»on! wlieh God hringetb hack the capttMty ofids 
people, JaeffthshaH rtgoiee, and israelrdtaH he]riMl.* 
On the commencement of the Pat8arer«v^iilliie 

niales of Ae fiunMf repaimd to4ke^m4l*o^ 
Annaaodherdai^tersremaiaedAtliott^lOjpfiqiiire 
the chamber for the celebration of the eeMDomgr. 
They decked the table, which was large eofagb for 
the whole household to surround, wit|i a- ototb^^f 
snowy ^iteness, and set on it a cup^forevery peraosi> 
and a hook for each oiie, containing tibe p s aye i a 
used at this time. ^ InttiecentreofthetablesiosHla 
large dish, on lyUch was l|ud, , fielded in seftarate 
napkins, three very large cakes of imleaTeoed bnqad, 
differing from those used for food, and 4istiagiiished 
from each other by peculiar notches^ MCordEng^- to 
which they t?ere placed, to be made weof io.^ 
ceremony. On tins dish were also. placed bit^ 
herbs and a cup of ealt water, into which tb^. wwe 
dipped (during the bbservapce of those soleBMakriti%) 
and eaten in remembrance of the bitter iMmdaga-of 
Egypt Small balls^ composed of an^ ad m w ids, 
&c., symbolic of the bricks and mortiffMiOttg IV'hfch 
the Hebrews worked at that ever measorable jicrtsd. 
The shank-bone of a lamb, roasted, was am^aig 
these emblems, aa a men^rial of the pascal laaob, 
commanded by the children of Israel, and ;iTMi;b 
may not be e^ten, fui there ordered, out of Ihe-j^y 
city. An egg, roasted by fire, comi^ted the mil- 
cles set on the dish. The dutious children of Sofxy^ 
.man de Lissau next arranged a couch fqr their 
revered father to reclme on, while he preaTdedajt 
the perforiuaace of the ceremony; and condu^ 
their lab<mr by placing ewers filled wi^ water, find 
basins and towels, that they might pour water. on 



m .tiiiii»:l«8A. ^1^ 



Ibell»ali4» #f all who pmrtcxdc of the Pasiov^r, t|fte 
*B9imamt Hebraw servao^ was not exoeptad, acow^ 
4mgi to andeni mt^ge ; for on the night of the ^reat 
dmrenttce thtre was no dis^iclioaoCiiarBoaB^.biil 
4llf^tbe children of Israel were free* Ilie NavamBe 
Bmwa^ wcsre QOfttmaiadecl to keep doiely in ^leir 
UC4^n dnni^ the ceremony^ nor wettiihef^or any ^ 
e«ie hnt tbetroe seedof Atoibaa^«yoiired to.witi-' 
iia«i it; indeed. on the preceeding year, Anna had 
diaebacged two servant^ wbo^hy indiscreet cinriotttj^y 
,l»4;hera teacipted to listen in the a^(Mn«agcfaamb^, 
ajid.who had hem. eatigbt there when the chamlmr 
dwr wa9> aeeording to custom^ eet opea^ while 
4he .as3epiib)ed fitmily repe^ed the malediction in 
Paaifli Itttz. 6/' 

' ' 19. — ST. ALPlI AGS, 

• u la there^ of King Etbeldr ed, w^le the Danes 
j)ad.lh«rir dikf siialjon at Greenwich, dieymade fre- 
4)|D^t 4neiirmas ia^ tiie interior of the conntry, 
eMEkmittio^ the most dreadful ravages,; piurticularly 
ieUdie.]Fear 101 1, when thqr laid siege to Canterbury^ 
jMldli^ing taken and.plundered that city, ntasaa^red 
niftft limtlfrt of the inhabitants^ witfKMit distinction 
^iiV^ or 8ex# The remaining captives, together 
Wtb £]pbeg» 4Mr Alphage, the Aiehbishop of Canter- 
Jmrfi tbeyecMiveyed to their camp, where they kept 
4)ia Arebbishail priso^r during seven months, de- 
;iawildlng.a.lar|re mm £or his ransoia, which he re^ 
fy^:U> pa7« allegingy that the peasants of. his 
«kiliircih would be ruined by it. . On a Satutday^ the 
Jfl^b^f AprU5 1012, they particularly pressed ibr a 
.ilan^f^n^ l^nd threatened to kill hiniyinx^aeeaf re*^ 
final : he still, however^ d^clmed the payaient,.say* 
ing, that his life was not of so much worth that Ins 
p^ple slionld be ruined for his sake. . Afterthis, 
they brought him on horseback before their, assem*- 
bly, which lias held M Greenwich en the JOtb of 
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AfvA, Mid cried out td hkn, '< BMiop, fiv^ gfold, or 
4ham ihtit ^is day beoome a publle ipeetaele.^' 
Thejrivnrre Hmm Aiilied ^cb ^vvine, ipHiicfa ttiey 
bBd^fKoam^ fmm the toutli ; and m bis ^m^ain re* 
famag ^ MVmie to their «mdiiioiis they itarted 
'firan dietTMalB^ «mI attemfMl «• inU faim, by «trfk- 
ng Mm irftk Ae flat; «ide9 9f theh* axes^^nd by 
4iiigtag faMwiia^J Inran of osreti et Mia*. At lact» 
Mtt TtemnkjOT Trond, who tuul, 4m theday^befo^e^ 
.been cmftrmd by l^ Apehbufhop, raik up, ttio^«d 
^compaMKni, andf»re hko a blow tm «be head 
wiMi hiMdoe, wtiidi Intnigtit him dead to the groand. 
He was dien nearly afacty years of age ;> and Ptm^e 
«f :the Donei. wiere askw^d of the honid deed ; 
probably the more so, as many of them were already 
Christians by name, A quarreli iherefbre, arose 
among them, when some were for delivering up his 
'body m lionorable interment) and <itlm« for iimm^ 
img it mio the Thames* Thev tvmk aietin amtf 
and though a mirade is said, i^wands evenlngy to 
have gained orer the Heathen party, the aMiat cm^ 
dible acooant ig, m BroaqAon, and even Otftom, 
relate, ^that the citlaew of Loadta bought Us 
body with a great suas <yf jnoney«"t - Hm was iMt 
buned inJSt. Paat's, Londoa; b«t<eleMea yearH allied 
wards, his body was taken up -by Canute, and eoii» 
▼eyed with much pomp to Canteihary, where itiwlia 
re-interred with great Kolemnity. The AreUAshap 
was afterwarda 4«»lled anumg the Aoman Saiats^ 
and on tibe apot where he Ml at d^eenwidl, a 
obnrchwasconsecrated to his honor t tfiesiteftiiefw 
occupied by the Parish Qiureh, wbicb stiU reeoads 
the meaKNry of the ei^^t in its dedication toSf. 
AlidMgew^--Jib«)fley'« Kent. 

* The j&nffinpof honei was an ancient castom among tlie 
HaneSy when nitlniff at talile. 
t^afcw'aeitt.^fieaniad^ydl. Of. p. mb. 
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19.--*1824. — LORD BYRON PIBB. 

A m an of tank, and of cupadons soul, 
Who riches ha4» and fame, beyond dcfsire } 
An beiir of flattery, to titles bom. 
And reputation, and luxurious lifb ; 
Yet not content with ancestoriaJ names. 
Or to be known because his fathers were ; 
He on this height hereditary stood. 
And gazing higher, purposed in his heart 
To take another step. Above iiim seemed 
Akme liie^noinit of «mg— -the lofty seat 
Of canoniEed bards ; and tintherward 
By nature taught, and inward melody. 
In prime of youth, he bent his eagle eye. 

Itobtrt PoUoh 

19,— l829»-^-l»B BAEL OV BVCHAK mBD, MftAT. 86. 

Thisrenerable nobleman was born June 1^ 1743. 
He was well known to the literary world, and to all 
toorfats wIM) ^4tf ted the pastor^ beauties and mo- 
nastio antiquities of Dryburgb Abbey, lits lordsHlp's 
nridOfce. He was much attached to literary pur- 
soics, and publi^ed a few volumes, among which 
9X0 The l4f^ of Napier ofMerehistan^ and an £ssay 
M J%liter of Sultoun, and the Poei Thomson. 
He also pidblished ^rarlcms papers in <he Tlransdctkms 
i^ike l^ekt^ of Antiquartee of Scotland X andseve- 
ri^ ipee^oAceX works* His correspondence with 
soholttrs and men of science, at home and abroad^ 
WW slmosi unbounded, hsdA included many of the 
QMfeiliemiaeiit men of the age. He was fond of pa- 
tBonblng genius ; and among others who were fos- 
tiMd lyy Us friendship^ were Bums, Tyttler^ and 
FkdLorton. 

f9,-^182(l— RBV. DR. MILNSR DLBD^ JBTAT. 73* 

This eminent antiquarian and diviae^ was the 
autlmr of the History of Winchester; The End ^f 
BeHgthtts Controversy, and numerous other worte 
of merited cd^rity. 
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Morning had r|aen on the world — ^bright fair, 

And young in warmth, laughing, as its blue eye 
Beamed its san-giories on the melting air, 

Freth sparidiDg with the swecjtness of the sky. , 
The dressed earth smiled, as if there was no tear 

Upon the cheek of manhood's revelry; 
And qniek and honndin^y my free heart soared 
To iNreathe its homage to its star-throned Lord. 
6odof1iie>iimbte! Thorn whose nhdtiai^ thriHie 

Is pillared hy the seraphim'^ crowned throng. 
Circled by lucid chervbq, as a waie 

Roand beaul^s J^som, exquisite jet strong ; 
I loTe this time, upon thi^ hillft, alene 

^o la«d. Vhee with the matin hymn of song : 
An^ ever do I feel my spirit rise 
. Willminci^inittewstciinionKh^Aorifioel .' 

, But where am I ?-*w}th the d^:^hrea)aog through. 
In Aim,distikietness, the fkr^imadowed ai^e ! 
There ss a spell upon my soul, « hue - ' • - 

That nantfes it with joy ^nd grie^ tto wMte : 
. Aa^^mes bunt ^ef thengbt !iM;<tl|i>l)s iMi^ir 
. , Se^ns tvembling with the. pressure of the pile,— 
The deep, deep soul Of prayer, — the sleeping sound 
Of * sHenoe paipaMc,^ that floats acromid ! 

'« Wiere am Vt with the tribemacfed dbme 

• A^o^ lae, like A path tiiat leads «to hei^ett $* 
V AiidtlMB«Ett0liH9e8softheho«,*^hejgiabBa, 
The holy ^loom« hj meek Reljijpon given .; 
Tfntb £be heart, where she has built her noijtie^ 
Stealing -around ni^, like the ^ades of ev^n ? 
. l%eveislEifbelthat>it wemtffias todie • 
With 'horatkivgs >9f tW$ heoiv-rbat wiierQ «m; i ? 

• <->*-«19Hit lonely aiiche,wiiere the suii5siii8lhttains slrine, 
Asthe^ were dancing o'er a •wamer's plume— 
What means the glory, which enwiieaths that shrine . 

With all the pomp of fiea^en's Effulgent gloom ? 
Thy foot is on immortal dust! Twine, twine 
' JSope'ii fadeless garlands oypr SIilnbr's tomb I 
"Rnrtf up thy harps, for lie hasr rested too, * 
fbe|i0t-«4be gireiulesit son thait Juda kneiw H 

. *The new chapel ^t Wolverhampton* The. wjitor kis 
%te attempted to trace his impressions on first entering 4he 
splendid building, beneath which restfbe uiAes of Dr. Mnner. 
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Tondi BoC the Mil, fi)r Af is sleeping tiieee 

In. a lieb shroud that never shall deofty^ 
'^ And pare the watching lamp shall shed its glare 

Of living lustre roand his couch of clay f 
Sleep OB; endmiiig none, sleep on Hbf hier 

Of mortal ntteittiessy---sl6ep on, and lay 
Thy name within the blase of Heaveti'sgeiQiiied p9ge, , . . » 
To cheer the struggles of each after age. 

And thou art with the dead, and evviy deed 
To which the flesh was heir ha» slept witl^ ^ee I 

Shrined in thy slumbers, Glory be the meed 
That hallowrHiy repose of sanctity ! 

CrMld of the Go<&ead's nartyp-peepled creed, 
Bright be thy place amid tkse clouds, for w>e 

Shall deem the upward Aides more pure a#d fltiv» 

While Hope reveals th^t MiLNEaresteth tiiere, 

D. S. L. 

20.-rl653«»-^BOMWBLI. M99t>hVBJk'mm JbOIfCi 
; P^RUAMBNT* 

The circumstances attending the dissolvings IJle 
longparUamentof Oliver Cromwell are well kno^n, 
but the ^6ch be made on that Qccasiop is. a cu- 
riosity. The document was found among some old 
papers, belonging to the Cromwell Family^ and h as^ 
foHows:-^ 

*^ Spoken by Oliver Cromwell, when he put an 
end to the Long Parliament, in 1653 :— 

" It is high time lor me to put an end to your 
sitting iu this place, which ye have dishonored by 
your contempt of all virtue, and defiled by your 
practice of every vice. Ye are a pack of mercenary 
wretdies, and would, like Esau^ f ell your counti^ 
for a mess of pottage; and like Judas, betray your 
God for a few pieces of money. Is there a sinj^ 
virtue now remaining amongst you ? la there one 
vice you do not possess ? Ye have no more religion 
than say horse«-^g(dd is your God*-*which of you 
have not bartered away your conscience for bribes? 
Is there a man amongst you that bath t^e least care 
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for the ^ood of the Commonwealth? Ye 8<HtIi4 
prostitutes ! have ye not defiled this sacred place, 
and turned the Lord's Temple into a den of thieres?. 
By your immoral principles, and wicked practioe99 
ye are grown intolerably odious to the whole nation. 
«— You, who were deputed here by the people to get 
their grievances redressed, are yourselves become 
their greatest grievance* 

'^Your country, therefore, calls upon me to 
cleanse this Augean stable, by putting a final period 
to your iniquitous proceedings in this house ; aqd 
which, by God's help, and the strength he hath 
given me, I am now come to do. I command ye, 
therefore, upon the peril of your lives, to depairt 
immediately out of this place. Go! get ye out! 
make haste ! ye venal slaves, begone ! — Pobi Ti^ 
away that shining bauble thei'e, and lock up the 
doors/' 

21.*--1142. — ^PBTBB ABBLARO niBD, .£TAT. 63. 

Abelard was the unfortunate husband of the still 
more unfortunate Heloise; whose loves and corres« 
pondence have rendered them so familiar in every 
civilized country. Amboesus says, ^' Abelard was a 
grammarian, an orator, a poet, a musician, a philo* 
sopher, a theologian, a mathematician, an astrono- 
mer, a civilian ; he played upon many instruments | 
he knew five or six languages ; be was ignorant of 
nothing that sacred or profane history contained" 
The declining life of Heloise is thus depicted by the 
abbot of Chihi: •*-Her tears hkd long since de- 
stroyed her beauty; a sad paleness took place of 
her' native vermilion; her eyes lost all their fire, 
and her whole frame was broken down by gri^. 
She looked upon herself as the disconsolate widow 
mfentioued by St. Paul, whose only occupation is lo 
iteep and to lament. After the death of Abelard 
she hardly ever went into the monastery but to 
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attend the offices of the church; andj except at the 
times of her attendance in the church, when she had 
always. a veil over her face^ she reniained shut up in 
her cell, at prayers, or was upon her knees before 
the tomb of Abelard/' 

Heloise survived Abelard more than twenty years, 
and at her death was laid in his coffin. In 1497^ 
their coffin was removed from the chapel of the 
Paraclete, and transferred into the great church of 
the monastery; but the bones of the two bodies 
were separated, and two tombs erected, one on each 
side the choir. In 1630, Marie de la Rochefoucault 
directed them to be placed in the part called the 
chapel of the Trinity, and in 1766, Madame Rose 
de ha, Rochefoucault projected a new monument in 
honor of the two lovers, but it was not erected 
till 1779. 




This beautiful monument has been since removed 
to the cemetry of Pere la Chaise at Paris; it is, 
however, wretchedly placed in a corner, near the 
wall which incloses the ground,- and loses much of 
its beauty by being so placed. 



1^ KEUAMKASlSr.DAm 

He WAfl Kee|«fiof:the Reoordi' ia tbeTreascurjr^ 
aodiAutbor ofiaii^^imftotfxiliiSiirt^ej^ qf Surrej^ i. 
Hisiarkal SieteM of the JRrogre$$ o/t Discovery^' 
Navigation^ and Commerce ; the artLfele; on GH^ 
viik^,mJM Brewster's, JBncyelopeedia; TfrntD^e 
of'Oaxton, publiBbediUy the Soeiefef for the Difw- 
siao of JUsefid Koowtedge ; . aiid:at:the perixkl of ihk • 
d(\»tit;was ^ngBfed iu writing;, for. the same p«b«- 
lica&ion aseries of treatises intended for thn>agri* 
cvdtnral classes. . 

23. — SIV GSORGB. 

The true history of St. .George is^ a subject tbal 
has involved the literary world in much contco? 
versyj and even now the opinions of the learned,, 
on the question of his existence appear to be dvi4ded^ 
By some he is regarded as a real personage, who Was 
born and martyred in Cappadocia; by others, he » 
considered as the offspring of a warm imagination^ 
whose birth was a mere coinage of the brain, and all 
his attributes ideal. WhicheverM>f these cohdusiottB 
are correct^ it is incontestiU^v^bat he became the 
tutelar saint of England at a* very early period, his 
name being found in the maityrologies of the 
venerable Bede. lit OSUhhi?s B&man History, he 
is traced to a fuller's shop in E^phania. ^' From 
this obscure and servile origin^'' says the histoHan, 
''he raised himsell b)r the talents of ik parasite; 
and the patrons wte>ai he assiduously flattered pro* 
cured for their wortbfa^ dependant a lucrative 
commission^ or contraet,: to supply the anny with 
bacon. His empkqmaoi^wsa'mean^ he rendered 
it infamous. He accuoMilated. we^h by the^ basest 
arts of fraud And corruption; ,bui his^malverstona. 
were ^ notorious that- he was cwipeUed.to .escape ~ 
from th^ pursuits pf justice^. After this dis^^racesin-. 
which he appears to hiaive. saved hiaiortuneAtJthe 



expeace jof Ibis honor, he «mbi?aced, >widi real or 
sfkdJt^ zeid, ihe iprofeiBion of Arkmittn." iie 
afterward became IBtebop of Atoosndria/ Wbere his 
intolerable oppressions excited the indignation of 
the populous.; and in a tumult purposely 'raised, he 
was torn in pieces by the mob, and hh if^mains 
thrown into the sea, to prevent their reeeiving the 
future honors, which the superstitious veneration of 
his votaries were^xpeeted to^bestoiiv*. Hite Aesign, 
however, was rendered ineflketual by the absurd 
bigotry of his Arian disciples, '^ who:introduded his 
worship into the 'bosom of the Catholic church," 
whene ^ ibe odious strangor, disguising every cir- 
cuBistance of time andplace, assumed the mask of 
•^gj^^ ns «ain(, <aad aObritftiaii hem$ and the 
IbIumhis G^mige i<if d^pi»«4loei%, bas 4>66n trans^ 
fi>rmed into the renowned St. George, the patron of 
£iiglmd,<%Tvrilry, snfi <be <xafter:'' ?liis tale of 
the origin and conduct oflifae Cappadocian martyr, 
ilbwfrdiv^cttflfd af Ite flegandary aceompaiumeHiss, has 
4MBt lasith mBay osupporters ibough i^veral ;Utet^ 
dteradevs tmreiomteiiited, tfaatitfie proAigate Atian 
UUM|VAndtthe4)ditoMd^ttmp^ 
mtum aot Ite mme pcnsoM. The ijegetMlm JUvea 
jumam^ timt w tbe ^ noble cisllege In die iMi^te of 
Windsw^ is ^Ae taite of SayiH; -George, wbi^di 
iSy g ysm apde, 'dbe ^mfierar ^ AtoMyoe, brought, 
ii^ga^re&r a^^ieai and preciovs ^ie to K. Harrye 
UtefyMiK 4Rid Jitoo^ Imv« is 4^ ^yce of his ^faede.'' 

At iatocige mm the aaciaat English war cry, and 
ii^m m oMtd mvmX tiNMss tiy Shetepear^ 
^ ' * ^ <NMruiic«eilt-iwird of c w w a g e '^fahr St. Oeol|pe.^ 

Id the reign of Henry VIL the Irish were pro- 
iAJHed fit>m mSng their own battle cry, or any 
oilier than i9t. George, or the name of the King of 
Xngland. 

s2 



196 



BJEMAB.KAPIiRJ)AYS 



The churches dedicated to this Saint, are very 
numerous and increasing. On this day^ 1822^ the 
Ama stone of a new one was laid 




on 4;he banks of the Surry Canal, at C^nberwell^ 
which was finished and opened in about two years. 

23. — 1829. — THB COCJNTESS OF DBRBY DIED, 
iETAT* 65. 

Lady Derby, formerly Miss Farren. was bom at 
Oorky and at the age of fourteen made her appear- 
ance at the Haymaricet, as Miss Hardcastle in ^^She 
stoops to Conquer/' The next season she appeared 
at Covent Garden Theatre, and soon establi^ed her 
fame as a first rate actress. Such was her success, 
that afterwards she was engaged to play alternate 
nights at Covent Garden aud Drury Lane, in both 
tragedy and comedy. On the 8th of April, 1797, 
she made her last appearance on the stage as Lady 
Teazle, and on the 8th of May, was manied to the 
Earl of Derby. Whilst on the stage, the prqprie^ 
of her conduct had been'unimpeacbable ; and as aucn 
Lady Derby was introduced at Court. Her Lady- 
ship was a great favorite with the late king and 
queen, and acted with great propriety in her hl^ 
station. She died at Knowsley Hall, Derbyshire, 
and left one daughter, married to the J^l of 
Wilton. 
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Many peribns visit the birth-place of our immor- 
tal bard, wbo'We not aware how near they are to 
the identical park in which he was apprehended for 
deer stealing, and taken before its owner, Sir Tho- 
mas I^lfcy, who prosecuted him with such severity, 
that in return, he was imperishably handed down 
to posterity as "Justice Shallow/' 




Charlcote park with its venemble mansion, is de- 
lightfully situated on the banks of the Avon, and 
has undergone but little alteration since the time 
when Shakspeare was brought before its owner, on 
a charge of poaching. 

26. — ST. MAaK, 

l^e Evangelist, was descended froin the tribe of 
Levi, and converted to Christianity by St. Peter, to 
WfaiSm he was amanuensis. He converted great 
itMiltitildes in various places, and suffered martyr- 
dom al Ale»Bindria. Ddring the solemnities of 
S6rapis, the idolatrous people broke in upon St. 
Hark, while he was performing divine service, and 
binding him with cords, drajgged him through the 
streets^ cuad thrust him into prison ; next day they 
s 3 
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renewed their barbarities, till be expired uwier 
their hands. Some add that they burnt hfs body, 
and that the Christians interred his bones and ashes 
near the place where he used to preaclv A. J). 68. 
Others say, that his remains wereafterwards removed 
from Alexandria to Venice, where he has ^ rich 
and stately church erected to his memory, being 
the patron of the state. 

There is an uicient custom at Alnwick, that anv 
parson plunging through a well, called Freemen s 
Well, and riding the boundaries of the moor, on St. 
M^k's-day, sliidl be entitled to the freedom of the 
borough of Alnwick. Thirteen young men took 
up their freedom last year in this way, 

25. — 1800. — WILLIAM COWPER DIBD, MTAT. 68. 

This amiable poet resided many years at Weston 
Underwood, and in his poems has immortalized the 
scenery of the surrounding country. He thought 
Weston **one of the prettiest villages in England/' 
The church, whose: 
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^^ib. rniiiW^ 



** Tall spire, from which the sound of cheerfal bells 
Just undulates upon the listening ear.'' 
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is situated upon the highest point in the neighbour- 
bood, and commands an extensive view over the 
scenery which so often inspired his muse, 

97%^**1829*-^WBSTMINSTER ABBST ON FIRB. 

On the eveliing of this day, about eleven o'ck>ck, 
the north transept of this venerable edifice, was dis* 
eovered to be on fire. The flooring and some old 
screens were burning; these were quickly lorn 
down, and through a quick supply of water, the 
flames were extinguished before they communicated 
to the roof, in event of which the damage might 
have been considerable. There was every reason 
to suppose, that it had been wilfiilly done by some 
incendiary ; and to prevent the recurrence of such 
a circumstance, a watchman is now kept in the 
interior of the Abbey. 




THE MINSTER. 

BY MRS. HEMAKS. 

A fit abode, wherein appear enshrined 
Our hopes of immortahty. — byrom. 

Speak low I— the place is hply to the hreath 
Of awfol harmonies, of whispered prayer ; 

Tread lig^htly ! for the sanctity of death 
Broods with a voiceless inflaeace on the itir ; 

Stem, yet serene !— a reconciling spell, 

Bach troabied billow of the soul to quell. 
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Lttveitti to llAfor iikaitty awkile! 

KoC for ihe ligbt tliftt poats itn fetiid i 
Of rainbow-i^onr doini <kvo«gh areh mad iMe> 
Kindling old banners into haughty gleams, 
FItrihfng protd skrbidflr, «r b^r sotiie Mratnor^s tonlr^ 
l>yiag away in clouds of gorgeous gloom : 

Koe for rkh «nasle» tkongli in trinmph poaliogt 
liii^i^ as Ibiwit sounds when winds are nigh ; 

Nor yet for torch and cross, and stole, revealing 
Through incense-mists their sainted pageantry ; 

Though o'er the spirit each halh charm and power, 

Yet notftir ikut I ask one lingering hont* 

But by strong sympathies, whose silver cord 
links me to mortal weal, my soul is bound ; 

Thottghts of the hnman hearts, that here have ponr'a 
Th&i angniah forth, are with me and around : 

I look back on the pangs, the burning tears. 

Known to tiiese altars of a thousand yfears. 

Send up a murmur from the dust. Remorse ! 

That here hast bow'd with ashes on thv head ! 
And thou, still battling with the tempest's force,-^ 

ThoQi whose bright spirit throng all time has bled, 
Speal^ wounded Love 1 if paiance here, or prayer. 
Hath laid one haantbg shadow of despair! 

No voice, BO bi«alh l-«of oontiets past ao tmoe I 
««-Dath not this hush give answer to my quests— 

Sorely the dread religkn of the ylaee^ 
By eveiy grief hath made its imgl^ oonfest r 

Oh ! that wuhin my heart I could out keep 

Holy to lieav«i a spot, tiias pure, and still, and deep. 

Winter's WrMh, 1880. 

1829. — FRANCIS PliOWDSN Df£P. 

Formerly a distinguished member of the English 
Chancery Bar» and author of numerous works; 
among which are History of Ireland, in 2 volumes 
quarto; Jura Anglorum, or the Eights ofMnglishr 
men; The ConsHtution of Great Britain; various 
pamphlets, law books^ &c. He died in Paris, 
where he had resided many years^ in consequence 
of £5000. damages havuig been brought against 
him for a libel contained in l^Mstary oflrSand. 
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In Apnl, 1830. 

<* The Sun 
Starts forth^ rejoidiii^ in his strength, to ran 
His endless coarse throagh the mi^estic heayen : 
The planets knowifaeir oiints, and with songs 
Exnltanty and a milHon qniring harps ' 
Of airy essences attended^ take their way. 
Rolling in raptnre on through the ethereal hlue/' 

As the northern declination of the Sun encrease?^ 
larger portions of the north frigid zone enjoy his 
enlivening beams; in climes south of t^e arctic 
circle, his poweiful influence is marshalling in 
beautiful array the lovely and odorous train of Flora ; 
some of these have already laid their blooming 
honors low^ and disappeared y but the violet scehts 
the valC) the starry primrose enlivens the sunny 
border^ — ^the harbingers of a more glorious suc- 
cession of flowers of every shape and hue. 

SoUsr Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Taurus at 1 minute after 3 of the 
afternoon of the 20th . of this month ; he will also 
rise and set, during the month, as in the following 

Table of the Sun*s rising and setting for every 
fifth day. 

April Isty Sun rises 33 m. after 5, sets 27 m, after 8 

6th, 33 ...... 6, .. 37 

Uth» 14 .,.«,. 6, •• 46 

l6thy •••••••• 4 ••,y.« 5y •• 66 •••••• 6 

21st, 56 ...... 4, .. 6 7 

26th, 46 4, .. 14 7 

Eguaiion of Time. 

To find the true time at any plaee, apply the fol-/ 
lowing quantities to the time indicated by a good 
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sun-dial, at the moment for which the time, as 
pointed out by a wellrregulated clock, is required. 

'^ABI/fi. 

m. s. 

Tknnday, Apr. Ist, to thetime^liy the dial tuU 4 4 

Tuesday, .. ath, 2 33 

Sunday, ^. .lltfc, •.%......*., ..^ 1 B 

Friday, .. ,lj8tb,.fram .tbe .time by tlie dial 4tii<r«€t0 9 

Wednesday... |lUt ^.;.., ^ 1 17 

Monday, .. 2Qtfi, •..., ^.,^ ,.••. ^•.^..•.. 2 16 

I. UJK AR J?jaLE,N VLB N A. 

Phas^$ tftbe Mom* 

FqU Mpopi iGlthifiay ^ » m. past 7 ialii0)nioia» 
Last Qoarteir Ifith •...•. ^ ..... . ... a 

Newl^oon 22nd 27 11 at night. 

J?irstQaarter 29th . . ."• « ....... 7 in the even. 

Tlie Moon's centre will pass the first meridiaii 
^ the foHawing^ times during this month : 

A|^ lAt» :at 91 m. aftsr 7 in th^.enKisiliiig. 
2nd,. .10 8 

4l|h,.,. 49 9 

dth,..25 ......10 

eth, .. « 11 

15th, . . 19 . A.# > . d^ ia tbe giM»i»iag. 

ieth,..ll 6 

ATth, .. 4 ...••^^ 7 

18th, ..6$ 7 

19th,.. 61 8 

27th,. 28 4 in the afternoon. 

28th,. .21 ...... 6 

' 20th, .'12 ...4.. aiatheeTeninr. 
30th,.. 7 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 

Fhase^ cf Vem$M. 

Af|«lst-^ll|Hiliiatedpart«B 1J719 
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Tbe f6ll6wing we such of the edipfees of the fibl- 
and second satellites of this planet as \^ifl be visible 
at the Royal Observatory, this month; 

TMsABMOktof lath <Uiy>7aM 21 s. aCter 4i]i^th<niioni«^' 
Second SatslfiteaOUi .*.' 61 W 6^-!!!!!! 3 

Form of' i&i^u>^'« JSapqjf. 

April 14t;^Trsui»rer8« a^dd stf ' 1.(006^ 
€k>iijiif{|te'axsi 33-«*0J314 

Conjunction of t Ah Mdon with' the Planets and 
SVdrsj 

Apr. dth, with? in Leo, at . . 9 in the even. 
Oth^ • . n ,, Virgo, • . • • midnighC 
Sthj . . ^■:. ytfgdf . * . . 3 in tie nlotti. 

OihkrPAen^Cfnenia. 

Jupiter ^U be^n ^jt^adrature^at 45 »bi^ 9&m^t ur 
tbo evenmg. of the 6th. Saturn stationary * on the. 
13lJu Mercury: in. his superior cotmnotiMMi'' ai^ 
46 nw after 7\ ia the morning ^of the SatoL- Mair- 
and^tJranus-inxonjiinctioaat 5 in the.inoniii^:<Mf 
the 27th. 

The Asteriod Ceres is now visible in the zodiaoal 
consteilatioayirgo^ near the equinoctial cohire. 

THE ASTEHOIDB; 

(Prim, the Literary Giizetie^J 

Ceres is 163 miles in diameCer,iaiid appeiffsof a> 
ruddy colour^ (which -is ^ also the prevailing :hue of 
the others,) and shines with' the briUkuioy of a- slap* 
o£ the eighth, m^nitude 8 it is surrounded within- 
atmosphere 675 -miles in lieigbt^ which gives ^it 
veiy much die semblance - of a small comet or 
nebulous, star* . Bidllia, r another- crif- the « astofoidsy 
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(80 milea in diameter,} has a similar nebulosity 
ftarrounding it^ 468 miles in height. Juno and 
Vesta are destitute of this nebulous atmosphere^^ 
though the latter, which is the smallest of the four^ 
(diameter 49 miles,) and subtending an angle not 
greater than one of the Satumian satellites, or half 
a second, shines with a light so pure and distinct 
as to be visible to the naked eye, as a star of the 
fifth magnitude. Very considerable differences 
occur in the results obtained by Schroeter and 
Herschell in measuring the diameters of the aste- 
roids. It is highly probable that the former in- 
cluded portions of their atmospheres in his measure- 
ments, while the latter (who is generally considered 
to be the most accurate,) measured only the nu- 
cleus or disc. 

The form and position of the orbits of the as- 
teriods, and the physical changes observed in them^ 
suggests the idea of their being a sort of connecting 
Hnk, uniting the planetary and cometary bodies. 
The orbits of the old planets vary but slightly froni 
circles; those of the new planets are considerably 
eccentric, though not so much as those of comets. 
The aphelion of Juno is double the distance of its 
perihelion ; and the distance of the centre from the 
foci of its ellipse, 68,588,433 miles. 

It passes over that half of its orbit nearest the 
Sun in half the time occupied in traversing the 
other half; the major axis of its orbit little ex* 
ceeding in length that of the comet of Encke; the 
former being 450,800,000 miles in length, and the 
latter '$20,000,000 miles. 

The orbits of the asteroids make greater angles 
with the ecliptic than the planets, and in this re- 
spect resemble comets, some of which have their 
paths considerably inclined, and ascend or descend 
at right angles to the Earth's path. The least in- 
clination of a planet's orbit to the ecliptic is that 
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of Uranus, which is 46 min. 20 sec.; and the 
greatest that of Mercury, which is 7 deg. The in- 
clination of the orbit of Yesta is 7 deg. 8 min. 9 sec. ; 
and that of Pallas 34 deg. 50 min. ^ sec. 

The inclination of the orbits of the comets of 
Encke and Gambart or Biela are, respectively, 
13 deg. 20 min. and 18 deg. S3 min.; and of one 
that appeared in 1818, the position of its path rela« 
tive to the ecliptic was 89 dig. 47 min. 

More considerable and sudden changes are also 
observed in these small bodies than in the planets* 
Venus, it is supposed, has had an atmosphere gene* 
rated about its orb since the commencement of the 
past century, which conceals those irreguterities oci 
the sur&ce formerly so distinctly seen. Mars has a 
periodical change about its poles, supposed to arise 
from the melting of the snows when the planet is in 
certain parts of its orbit. Jupiter also has sudden 
changes in its belts, which are ^supposed to arise 
from its swift rotation. These changes in the planets 
are different to those observed in the visible hem]»> 
pheres of Ceres and Pallas, which are sometimes 
pale, overclouded, or as if surrounded witii a dense 
mist, and, at other seasons, suddenly shine forth and 
display well defined discs. Variations of a similar 
nature are also observed in the brilliancy of the 
other two. 

To account for these phenomena, so anomalous in 
the planetary system, some have supposed the aste* 
roids to be fragments of an exploded planet, forr 
merly moving between the orbits of Mars and 
Jupiter. Some curious coincidents occur to render 
such a theory plausible ; for, on the supposition of 
such an explosion, the fragments ought to have two 
common points of reunion, throng ^^rtiich they 
would all pass; and it is remarkable that the posi- 
tions of the nodes of the asteroids fitvour the idea of 
their having diverged from the same place. The 

T 
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smallest parte also would be thrown to the greatest 
distance frc»ii,Ae original orbit, while the Iwg^ 
would, on account of their greater quantity of mat* 
ter, deviate less, from the path ci the primitive 
planet. This is supposed to account for the orbit of 
Pallas and Juno (the smallest of the four) being more 
eccentric than Ceres and Vepta. , \ 

The immense atmosphere of Ceres and Pallag 
have furnished materials for another theory relative 
to " the lost Comet of 1770," which ought^ by com- 
putation, to have returned, ten times since that year» 
but which has not been since seen* It has beea 
supposed that this Comet, passing near these two 
astermds, communicated to them those immense 
nebulous atmospheres by which they are surrounded: 
but unfortunately for this theory, the Comet is not 
lost, but is revolving in a new orbit, into which it 
has been directed by the powerful attraction of Jupir 
ter. It is rather surprising that some bold theorist 
has not identified in these asteroids the Comet of 
J770 itself, having the following data : That the ex-^ 
plosion of a Comet is a more probable event ithah 
that of a planet ; that the asteroids were discovered 
not long after the comet was missing ; that the form 
and inclination of their paths^ together with consir 
derable physical changes in their orbs, assimilate 
them to the nature of comets ; and that, supposing 
the comet disrupted at right angles to iu^ taU, there 
would be an unequal distribution of ite atmosphere 
among the fragments, which woidd account fi^r two 
having these atmospheres, and the others being 
destitute. 

But there is no necessity for adopting sucti vio- 
lent hypothesis. These small bodies are neither the 
wreck of a ruined world, nor are they wrapped in 
the newly acquired ti'ain of a comet wandering from 
Its course. In the whole of creation, wbef eyer the 
power of the Divine Being is evinced, there is. also 
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displayed harmony, and an arrangement for the 
general preservation; a beautifiil connexion may 
be traced, uniting bodies apparently opposite in 
their natures, gliding through the various links, 
which ascends from the mitrate to the stupendous—^ 
from the grain of sand that fetters the proud ocean, 
to the rolling world, and all the vast orbs diat move 
through immensity. 

It is singular that the existence of these bodies, 
or at least of a planet moving near the courses 
which they pursue, was indicated by a very curious 
law, discovered by Prof. Bode, — ^that the excesses of 
the distances of the planets above Mercury from a 
geometrical series, of which the common ratio is 2 ; 
die mean distances at which the asteroids revolve 
are nearly equal, and complete the relation which 
was before wimting. By assuming 10 as the mean 
cKstance of the earth from the sun, the following 
will be the result of this remarkable analogy : — 

Distance in 
round numben. 

Mercury 4 =4 

Vesnus 4+(3xl) = 7 

Earth..; 4+(3x2) = 10 

Mars 4+(3x2«). = la 

Asteroida «. 4+(dx2») = 28 

Jupiter 4+(3x2<) = 62 

Saturn 4+(3x2*) n 109 

Uranus 4+(3x2«) =: 196 

^«lri"5^^i*+t3X^) = 388 

wklch latter is a little greater than the proportional 
disttmce of the apheUon of the comet of Halley. It 
is not easy to see the reason of this law, which is 
also lately found to prevail among the satellites of 
the system, relative to their mean distances from 
the centres of their respective primaries. Though 
hitherto unexplained, it is worthy of observation, 
that a similar law rdative to the periodic times and 
dUtances of the planets^ remained veiled in ob- 
t2 
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scurity until the connexion was discovered to be a 
necessary consequence of the laws of gravity. The 
explanation of this singular law may be reserved to 
some future period, when it will doubtless be found 
to be an important part of that grand scheme^ every 

E articular of which indicates design and perfect 
armony. 

When day, with fkrewell beam, delays 

Among the opening clouds of e^eto, 
And we omi almost think we gase 

Thnrngfa golden vistas into heaven ; 
Those hnes Which mark the snn's decline. 
So soft, so radiant, Lord ! are thine. 

When night, with wi|igs of starry gloom. 

Overshadows all the earth and skies, 
Like some daik, beanteoas hird, whose plame 

Is sparkling with nnnnmbered eyes ; 
That sa4)red gloom, tfapse fires divine, 
So grand, so countless Lord ! are thine. T. Moor^, 



m APRIL, 1830. 209 



For April, 1830. 

By nature channed, I softly toach the string-— . 
Of April, and of April's queen, I sing ; 
Oh! who would not on nature's beantios dwell, 
. ' And seek her in her most sequestered oell ? 
The clouds dispersing now» the sl^y serene. 
And spring resumes her robe of purest green ; 
Now Floia's train they timidly peep forth, 
The zephyr soft succeeds the sterner north. 
And yet than zephyr softer is her sigh. 
Her smile more welcome far than April's sky ; 
Her eyes now glistening love, unmixed with scorn, 
Like dew-drops sparkling on an April mom ; 
Her cheeks with blushes like the opening rose, 
Her balmy breath can all its sweets disclose ; 
The earth confesses nature's bounteous powers- 
She sheds that bounty in refreshing showers ; 
The feathered choristers of every grove 
Attune their notes to melody and love : 
And yet to her far sweeter notes belong, 
The fairest fair, the harmonist of song I 
When sorrow swells, then sympathy's soft power 
Sheds its sweet influence like an April shower. 

Ladiu^ P4tcket Magazine. 

The season is now approaching wben^ the animal, 
as wdl as vegetable, kingdom, is to be operated 
upon by renovating warmth. How wonderful is 
the hand of God 1 Not an insect is on the wing, 
not a fly tries its young pinions sn the air, or testi- 
fies its joy in its gratuitous activity; not an animal 
gambols in the excess of its spirits; not a fish leaps 
firom the water in its frolics ; not a bird offers its 
notes <rf praise on the altar of the morning — ^in short, 
not a living thing moves on the earth, through the 
air, or in the water, which does not demonstrate 
that consoling text, ^^ His tender mercies are over 
all His works/' 

T 3 . 
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There is a lesson in eadi flower, 
A story in each stream and bower ; 
On every herb on whieh ymi tread 
Are written words wUoh, rigMy rMUl, 
Will lead you from earth's fragrant sod, 
To hope, and holineM, and Ghnl. 

AUtm CSamingkmm. 

In the gardens and fields the appearance of the 
early flowers,^ and swelling of the pregnant biids, 
indicate the advancing season, showing the stage 
of its advancement, by comparing present appear- 
ances with those of the like kind which happened 
in bygone years. Every bed or border flower, 
every bulb or tuber, are now in motion, rising in 
gay succession; while the mellowed ground Is re- 
ceiving its charge of annual seeds; and the breezes 
of spring give new life to the scene. 

Ye joyous Ixeeaes, I trace your way 
(Vertfae neadows deoked in their biigi^ttfay I 
The flowerets are hendmff your steps to greet. 
New blossoms are si>ringinff beneath your feet ; 
While the rose-bud its freabest fragrance flings. 
And woos ye to rest your wearied wiiq^ 

But on ye pass, for no charm ye stay. 
Still on^rtrard ye hold your gladdening way ; 
Your breath has rippled the mountain stream. 
And a thousand suns from its surface cleam ; 
Your voice has wakened the wild bird's note^ 
And fragrance and melody round ye float. 

Ye joyous breeaes^ still on ye go, 
Your breath is passing o'er beauty^s brow, 
Your wings are Stirring her radiant hair, 
Your kiss is brightening her dieek bo fair, 
And the inaocent thoughts oC her heart rej^iee 
With the mirthful tones of your wild, swee| voice. 

<< Is your path titoa masked by so mmidk <»f mirtt? 

Alas ; te the foUy» the blindaMS of earth4 

Is there not mingled a voice of wail 

With the sweetest tones of your young Spring gale ? 

If, like inftmey's joyous laugh we rise, 

Pass we not onward like manhood's sighs ? 



** Tbottgh fl«««ft may gladden ovur path lo-d«?f » 
WlMB t»*«ono^ we come tiiey tere pMs'd %mj% 
And tke eheerfol tmye and tbe rosy kae 
From the cheek of beauty have faded to. 
And our gentle whispers no mote Impart 
A feeling of joy to her yoathfnl heart, 

*• We bat do the will of our Master here, 

Ovrjoff is fennd in a hoBer sphere; 

We are bom in HeaTai,**-can onr pmer breath 

Pass mirthfully oyer tiie fidds of Deatii ? 

For what is earth, with its transient bloom 

And fleeting charms, but a dower-wreathed tomb ^" 

insects of many species will now beg^n to make 
their appearance; therefore, to keep these intruders 
under^ it is necessary to be^pin with their first ap*- 
pearancci and (M>ntinue diligently to watch thdr 
progress during tlie season. Most of theni only 
live for one another^ but their powa« of reproduce 
tion are so greats that no time should be Um in de- 
stroykig Uiem as they appear^ or in removing ail a{»- 
pearance of them in a yet imperfect state. Thu 
iodustrioas natundist Leuwenhoeck, by cajkculalioti 
discovered that two haii8e*flie% a male-aod female^ 
wUl m three maoth's time, produce no less than 
seven hundred thousand of its species. The inseds 
most ii^«io«8 lo the productions of Che garden are^ 
the red spider^ (Arearm teUmrins^ of Immmv^) 
(AphU lamgera,J or American blight; the wasip 
C^$hm vulgarUf of Linn. :) the earwig, {Fer/kmla 
wriaOmnai) die bug, ( Cimex;) the thrips, the 
ehemes, the cabbage-molh, (PhakeMt oleraem;) 
the gooeeberry*moth« Phalmn^ wavdria;) the cur- 
rant-moth PhakmiBfrmmktrim;) and the codling- 
modif very ocmimon on fruit-trees, (PhaiOMs pomi^ 
nelm^J lbs wood4i>iise, f OyiMBia;}thaearth-womi, 
(tamitricm;) the staig, (lAwuut;) voA the snail, 
(Hilis;) the ant, (Formiea;) and catM*pillm^ 
(PapUh;) the aphides, or green-fly, and grubs, or 
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the larm ^ tbe baette (ScurabigusJ tribe* The 
destniolkNi of these insects ought now to o6cupy 
our attention; tmd will be no diflbetilt matter if taken 
in time.— -Jf/n^o«A» 

Tlie most destructive of all insects, however^ 
dnring the tender growth of seedlings, is the ^siall 
greyish white slug, or shdl-less snaih It is often 
so small, and inconspicuous, that it cannot be dis- 
covered, and as it feeds like its congeners, by night, 
valuable seedlings disappear as if by magic. We 
have found it an almost infallible trap for these 
dqiredators, to make small thimble boles, about ^n 
ineh in depth, near tbe plants attacked $ into these 
holes the slugs are certain to retreat tluring the 
day, where they may be destroyed, by sprinkling- a 
little quick lime into the holes. 

Toads will also be found of great utilityin gardekuu 
Practical men have long been awai« tiuit th^ live 
chie^ on Insects, particularly beetles; softie^ h^ve 
even made it a point to place them on thdr hdt^ 
beds, for the purpose of destropng wood-lice^ ear- 
wigs, &c.— A Mr. Eeeve, who has long employed 
toads as guardians of his melon and cucumber 
frames, fiilly corroborates all that has been sM 
respecdng thdr^isefhlness in such rftuarions, andta 
so attmttve to them, that, when they bave<5lleal^ 
fail bed of insects, and he finds them uneasy in^ thefar 
confinement, he actually feeds them^ in ord^ -to 
keep them there. He oflbrs diem' the diifef^nt 
insects wiiteh are considered noxious in gat^dfns, 
all ofwhich they devour; even slugs are eatimby 
tfaem; and if so,* this despised reptile must be a 
beneicifll assistant to the gardener at times; and tn 
a way be te at present but little acquainted vi^lh. 

During this month, the-wr^a ; thectickoo; the 
swaltow; the martin; and other birds of passage 
arrive in diis country, and charm us with their »ong. 
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Mr. JeniuDga ia his Omiiholoma, speakiog of tbe 
m^^ntioQ of Birdss says: — ^' ItleiBpls h^ve been 
made to.aseertain the exact time of the appearaaoe 
aad retreat of the various migratory birds; but^ 
from a variety of circumstances, this will be found 
difficalt» if not impossible : some birds appearing 
ia certain places much sooner than in others; and 
sooie never appearing m many plaees, in certain 
seasons^ at aU. Thus it is said that the N^^hiu^ak 
is not to be found in England, farther from Dover, 
in any direction, than the distance of 160 miles. 
Perhs^ however, 200 miles might be nearer tbe 
tmlb. Iihmt4fnll, in Somersetshire, is connlder^ 
ably nmre than 150 miles fi*om Dover; it is oA»ii 
heiffd there; I have also heard it on die banks of 
the Wye, between Chepstow and Monmouth. Not* 
wilbrtanding the Nightingale is by no means an 
uncommon Urd in Scmerseishirej I remember very 
well that some years ago, while I resided at 
EbmUfiU^ one or two summers passed without 
my h&Kttikg it at all: henee, I condude it was not 
in the neighboiurhood in diose years. 

Our migraiorp Mummer birds, sueh as the Qickoa, 
Nigkiingtde^ Smmllow, 6fc. do, however, generaUv 
make their appearance some time in Aprily Bccora- 
ing to the seaMm, but usualhr towards the hater end 
of the month. The winter birds are more irregular 
sdll in their ^ipearance. October and Navendter 
are the usnal months ia which they arrive; the 
Bim^^^mMel, it is said, soon after Michaelmas; tlie 
JZeyjtoft or JBoodsd Crow, in October; Snipes, in 
November, &c. &c. By a table in the jfrsi part of 
tbe xvth volmne of the Transactitms 0f the Lin^ 
neasg Soeisiy, prq>ared by Messrs. Shbppabd and 
WmTBAa, exhibiting Ae Times of l^graHm of 
Summer Birds of Passage, at Harkston, Nor/btk, 
Ofkm in Suffolk, and fVrabness in Essex; the 
Sw^ is rarely seen till May; the Turtle Dove nut 
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before tbe i2th of the same month: the Black^eap 
as early as the first of April, sometimes as late as the 
ISd of the same month ; the Swallow on the 7th or 
8th of April, sometimes as late bb tlie 30th of the 
same month ; the Yellow-wren sometimes as early 
as the 27th of March; the MglUingale the 14th of 
April, more commonly after the 20th of the same 
m<mth; the Cuckoo on ttie 10th of April, more 
commonly after the 20th of the same month. 

There is room for belicying that some migratory 
birds return, again and again, to the satne spot 
which they have visited in former years; of the 
Swallow, indeed, this occun'ence is said to have 
been particolarly observed. 

We shall cpndade this month with a few appro- 
priate Poetical Picture* for the Season. 

THB YOUNG BIRD OF PASSAGE. 

•Y WILLIAM HOWITT, 

Oh, bird ! oh, Kttle birdj - • . 
Blithe is thy native spotr : 

This;SQiiimer sky expands • v .^ \ ^t 
. Far, far o'er other lands, .» * " 

But them thou knowest not. * \ 



He9« hast thoa woke to life ; < ... 

Ilere only, life h ast known ; 
. Here, 'mid (lowers, songs, green ^ss, 
And streams thkt glittering pass^ '- ' 

Thy merry hours have flown; ' 

And if to thee be given 

• The mystery of thought; ' • . ^ 
. Here dogt thou hope to dwell, .- 
With things beloved so weO, 
That npne beside are sought. 

JM. soon 1 bat soon diall dawn 

Within thee strange desiies, *. 
Strange dreams of other skies, 
. Strange far-off melodies, ^' 

The souttd of Indian choirs. . - " 
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Aad thy firat Iovm and joys, 
Hiufaad, speU-bovnd in thy liMit, . 

From woodland^ field, and Btream, 

Like pleasures of a dream, 
Shall they and thoa depart I 

Called, — ^orged, thou know'st not how. 
Up, up thy soul shall spring, 

.Banng the ocean flood, 

Bariujp HcttTen's solitude. 
With ine3q>eiienc6d wiag^. 

Oh, bird! oh little bird, 

Strange as thy lot may be. 
Yet, in thy young deligh^-^ 
Yet, in thy coming flight. 

Thou art a type of me. 

For now, even now I feel. 
Here, where my life first shone^ 

Some unseen world's control 

Strong in mj inmost soul. 
And bidding me begone. 

Voices of power are calling. 

Sounds come from other spheres, 
Visions float through my breast. 
And thoughts that will not rest 
But in die unreached years. 

Vainly would earth detain me, 
Her spring-tide spell is o'er; 

Here have I dwelt in glee. 

But soon I pass, like thee 
And / return no more. 



Winter's Wreath,^ 1830. 



TO A RED-BREAST. 

BY ROBERT ANDERSON. 



The following son^ was occasioned by a red-breast Tisiting 
for five years my retired apartmenfty in the eentre of Carlisle. 
He commonly gave me his first cheerful strain in the begin- 
ning of September ; and sang his farewell to the noise and 
smoke ofthe town in April. So tame was the merry minstrel, 
that he fipoqiiently made a hearty repast within a few inches 
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of the paper on which I wf«to.-*Wh«i bostnets or pleasure 
led me ftom hone, tte food of my iiameiake was net foifirot- 
ten: for sweeter to my ear his evening song of graHtade, 

Than tiie fam'd organ's hoarsely-swelling note. 
Or laboor'd concert, clamoionsly loud I 



Come into my cabin. Red Robitt ; 

Thrice welcome, blithe warbler, to me ; 
Now skiddaw has thrown a white cap on, 

Again Fll gie shelter to thee : 
Come, freely hop into my pantry, 

Partake o' my plain wholesome fare ; 
Though seldom I boast of a dainty, 

Yet mine man or bird shall aye Aare. 

Now five years are by-gane, Red Robin, 

Sin' first thou cam tremblin' to me ; 
Alas ! how Fm changed, littie Robin, 

Sin' first I bade welcome to thee ! 
I then had a bonnie we lassie-^ 

Awa' wi' anither she's gane ; 
Then friens daily ca'd at my cabin, 

Now dowie I seegh aw my lane. 

O where is thy sweetheart. Red Robin, 
Gae bring her frac house-tap or tree ; 

Fll bid her be true to sweet Robin, 
For fanse was a lassie to me. 



TO THE FRINGILLA MELODIA— f^owy Sparrow.) 

BY H» PICKBRINO. 

Joy fills the vale ; 
With joy extatic quivers every wing, 
As floats thy note upon the gemal gale, 

Sweet bifd of spdng I 

The violet 
Awakens at thy song, and fleers from oat 
Its fragrant nook, as if the season yet 

ResMiaed ii^ dimbt 

While ftt>m the rock 
The columbine its crimsom bell suspends, 
That careless vibrates, as its i^lender stalk 

Xhe Zephyr bends. 
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Say ! when the blast 
Of winter swept oar whitened plains, what clime, 
What summer reahn thou gladdest, and how was past 

Thy joyons time ? 

Did the green isles 
Detain thee long ? or, 'mid the palmy groves 
. Of the bright South, where Liberty now smiles, 
Didst sing thy loves ? 

Oh ! well I know 
Why thou art here thas soon, and why the bowers 
So near the sun hare lesser charms than now 

Oar land of flowers. 

Thoa art retnmed 
On a glad errand— to rebuild thy nest. 
And fan again the gentle fire that burned 

Within tiiy breast 

And thy wild strain. 
Poured on the gale, is love's transporting voice, 
That, calling on the plumy choir again. 

Bids them rejoice I 

Nor calls alone 
T' enjoy, but bids improve the fleeting hour— 
Bids all that ever heard Love's witching tone. 

Or felt his power. 

The poet too 
It soft invokes to touch the trembling wire ; 
Yet, ah ! how few its sounds shall list, how few 

His song admire ? 

But thy sweet lay. 
Thou darling of the spring I no ear disdains ; 
Thy sage instructress. Nature, says, be gay ! 

And prompts thy strains. 

Oh! if I knew 
Like thee to sing, like thee the heart to fire, 
Youth should enchanted throng, and Beanty sue 

To hear my lyre. 

Oft as the year 
In gloom is wrapped, thy exile I shall mourn ; 
And oft as smiles the spring, shall hail sincere 
Thy glad return. 
BoBtim The Token. 
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This month was called Maius by Romulus^ in 
respect to the senators and nobles of his city^ who 
were named majores; though some suppose it •to 
have been derived from Maia/the motter of Mer- 
cury, the daughter of Atlas, and one of the Pleiades; 
to whom the Romans offered sacrifice on the first 
day. The Saxons called it Tri Milchi^ from the 
rude but pastoral observations of the increase of 
milk from the springing grass. The Ancient G&uls 
made this month the season of great military 
adventures. 

1. MAY-DAY. 

There is something inexpressibly pleasing to the 
heart as well as the imagination, in the riu'id sports 
and country festivals of our ancestors. Whether it 
be that they are naturally congenial to our tastes, 
or from being associated with the recollection of our 
earliest youth, or becsms^ .^^y. ^^^ generally con- 
nected with some romantic vision of fairy Land — 
from the remoteness of their oHgin, or the patri- 
archal simplicity of their rites, there is a charm 
about them that is almost irresistible. Most of 
them were of pagan origin ; bu| in th^ early ages 
of Chriscianity, they became cojoinected with, the 
rites of the church^ This, was the case with tl^ 
festival of the new year long before the Christian 
Era. The old reformers inveighed bitterly against 
these holydays^ but finding them too deeply rooted 
in the hearts of the people to be eradicated, they 
gave them the appearance of religious festivals^ 

Shakspeare says, it was impossible, in England in 
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his day, to make the people sleep on May-morning, 
and that they rose early to observe the rites of May. 
The milk-maids dressed themselves neatly on this 
day, and borrowing abundance of silver plate, of 
w^ich they made a pyramid^ which they adorned 
with ribands and flowers, carried it upon their 
heads instead of their common milk-pails. In this 
equipage, accompanied by some of their fellow 
milk-fnaids, and a bagpipe or fiddle, they went from 
door to door, dancing before the houses of their 
customers. 

In Italy this day is celebrated in an interesting 
manner. The children, wives and mothers of pri- 
soners assemble before the windows of the prison, 
and join their unhappy relatives in songs of hope 
and freedom. They sympathise in the misery of 
the prisoners who cannot join them in their celebra- 
tion o€ the day 5 and the scene usually ends with 
a. repast, in which the prisoners have a share, as 
their rdi^ivie» on that occasion ^re permitted to 
supptf them with meat and wi^. 

St. James, tiie younger, or the less, was an apostle, 
the brother of Jade, and the son of Cleophus and 
Mary/ the »ster of the mother of Jesus* In the 
Scriptures he is called the Just, and the brother 
of Je»us, who appeared to him in particular after 
his resurrection* He was the first Bishop of Jeru- 
salem, when Ananias II. high priest of the Jews^ 
caused htm to be condemned and delivered into the 
hands of the people and the Pharisees, who threw 
him down ffDm the steps of the temple, when a 
fisllar dashed out his bi^ins with a olub> about the 
year 63. His life was so holy, that Josephas con- 
siders the rain of Jerusalem as a punishment in- 
flicted on that city for his murder* He was the 
author of the epistle which bears his name. 

u2 
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• PHILIP. 



1 

An apostle of Jesus Christ, who when called to 
th^ mission was a fisherman of Bethsaida, a ci^ of 
Galilee, on the Lake of Gennesareth. Some eede- 
siastical historians relate that he was married and 
had several children, that he preached the gospel in 
Phrygia, and died at Hierapolis in that country. 
Others, however, state, that he suffered martyrdom 
at Hieropolis, in the year 52. 

Among the splenmd erections in Regent-street, 
London* is an Episcopalian Chapel, dedicated to 
tins Saint* 




3.— INVENTION OF TBS CROSS. 

This festival is in the English calendar, although 
it is only celebrated in the Romish church. It was 
instituted to commemorate the invention, or rather 
finding, the cross of Christ on this day, by St. Heleni^ 
the mother of the emperor Constantine ; who em- 
ployed many days in digging for it at Golgotha. 

6. — ST. JOHN THS SVAN6BUST, A. P. L. 

This day stands in the English calendar as Si. 
John Ante Port. Lat. The description of which is 
founded on a Roman Catholic legend that St. Jc^n 
in his old age was accused of atheism to DomiUan, 
who sent him to Rome* and there, before the gate 
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eMeAPm^aldUmoy earned him to l>e put into a 
cauldron of boiling oil^ froia whence he suffered no 
paip^ and come forth without barm. This is sup- 
posed to have happened before the £vangeUst was 
exiled to the isle of Patmos, where he wrote his 
^f.Revelatioa's.*' 

• •8. 1829.— M>RD COLCfiKSTBIt DIBD, JETAT. 71- 

The Right Hon. Charles Abbot, first Lord Col- 
Chester, son of the Rev. Dr. Abbott, was born at 
Abingdon, October 14th, 17^7* Having completed 
his studies at Oxford, he made a continental tour to 
improve himself in foreign law; on his return in 
1782, he took his Law Degree, and was soon after 
called to the bar. In 1795 he obtained a seat in 
Parliament, and from that period his public life rose 
gradually into popularity. After having filled the 
ofilces of chief secretary for Ireland, ^id keeper of 
the Privy Seal; he succeeded to the Chiur of the 
Hoi|se of Commons in 1802. This situation he 
filled with great credit to himself, and advantage to 
the country till 18179 when his ill state of health 
compelled him to quit office. Shortly after his 
retirement, the king, as a mark of royal favor for 

£ast services, created him a Peer by the title pf 
^aron Colchester. In the House of Lords he conti- 
nued to maintain that active and serviceable cha- 
racter which he had attained whilst a member of 
Ihe lower house, and after a severe attack of erysi- 
pelas^ he died at his house in Spring Gardens, West- 
minster. His remains were privately interred in 
Westminster Abbey. 

10. — 1829. — THOMAS YOUNG, M.D. P.R.8. DIED, 
iBTAT. 55. 

An eminent scholar and philosopher; and senior 

pfaydcian to St. George's Hospital. He published 

a number of scientific works and contributed largely 

to the PhUosop/ikal IVansactions; IVansactions of 

c3 
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the LinnoBctn Society; Encyclapadia Britmnniem^ 
Nicholson^ 8 Journal; and other perkxtical worIa« 
He was also one of the editors of the Nautical JU^ 
manack. The Article on Egypt contributed by htm 
to the Supplement to the EncyclopimUa Britanmea 
will hand his name down to posterity, as one of the 
most erudite Egyptian scholars the world ever pro- 
duced. He died in Park Square, Liondon, and was 
buried in the cloisters of Westminster Abbey. 

16.*— ROGATION SHNBAY. 

So called from Bogare, to beseech ; and the second 
Sunday preceding Whit-sunday. The early Chris- 
tians appropriated extrapfdinary prayers and suppli- 
cations for the three first days of this week, as a prer 
paration for the devout observance of our Saviour's 
ascension, on the day next succeeding to them, 
denominated Holy Thursday. 

19.— «T. PUNSTAN^ 

Archbishop of Canterbury, was born m 925, iii 
the reign of Athelstan, who gave him lands at GI«^ 
tonbury, where he founded a monastery. King 
, Edgar made him bishop of Worcester, and in 959, 
archbishop of Canterbury. The pppis confirmed the 
appointment, and made him his legate. Dunstan 
extended the papal power in an arbitrary manner, 
though opposed by Ihe JSngUsh clergy, for which he 
deprived many of their benefices, and placed monks 
in their room* On the death of King £dgar m 975» 
be placed bis son Edward on the throne, who being 
a minor, Dunstan assumed the regency. Under his 
successor Etheldred, however, he lost his influence 
and died of grief in 988, 

19.'-^1536. — ^ANNB BOX.ETN BEHfiADBO. 

Hume says, the executioner of this imfortUAi^ 
queen, was a Frenchman, from Calais, who was 
supposed to have uncommon skilL This !« borne 
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out hf the following^ incident traditionally preserved 
in ¥tnxice, and published in JFfoussaie^s MemoireM:-^ 
Aiine Boleyn being on the scaffold, would not 
consent to have her eyes covered with a handle, 
say&ag that she had no fear of death. All that the 
divine, who asnsted at her execution, could obtain 
from her was that she would shut her eyes. But 
as she was opening them at every moment, the ex- 
ecutioner could not bear their tender and mild 
glances: fearful of missing his aim, he was obliged 
to invent an expedient to go behind the queen. 
He drew off his shoes, and approached her silently; 
while he was at her left hand, another person .ad« 
vanced at her right, who made a great noise in 
walking, so that this circumstance drawing the 
attention of Anne, she turned her &ce from the 
executioner, who was enabled by this artifice to 
strike the fatal blow, without being disarmed by 
that spirit of affecting resignation which shone in 
the eyes of the lovely Anne Boleyn* 

20. — ^ASCSNSION DAT, OT HOLT THURSDAT* 

The Thursday but one before Whitsuntide, and 
the day on which our Saviour ascended to Heaven 
from the Mount of Olives; and held his last conver* 
sation with his disciples, before his ascension* 

20« — ISS8. — HBMftT MATTIfBWS BIBD, JBTAT. 38. 

This gentleman was the author of a very popular 
volume, endtled Diarj^ of an Invalid^ and of numer- 
ous articles in the New Monthly Magazine. The 
best tribtte we can pay lo his memoiy is by ex- 
tracting tlie follovring memoir from The Ceylon 
Gazette* 

'' Cbiom6o, Saturday, Mag 44, 18S8. 

''It uwitk fadioffi of no oonunoa reffret> in which we 
are sare that our reaoen will hilly svmpatEise, that we have 
to annoance the death of die Hon. H&ay Matthews, £»!»« 
Puisne Justice of the Supreme Court of C^yloa. This me- 
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liaetiol^ tvent look place at his house at Matwall^ at one 
o*ck>ck 10 the mornijiE of last Tuesday^ %th May ; and in 
the evening of that day» his remains were interred in St. 
Peter's Church, in Ihe Fort of Colombo, with the bonms 
dae to his rank. The funeral was attended (his Excellency 
die Governor being absent from Colombo) by the Chief 
Justice, the Members of his Majesty's Council, the gentle- 
men Of the several services, civil and military, andotlier 
European inhabitants of the place : by the second Maha 
Moddier, and many of the principal Modellers and chief^, 
ae well as a considerable number of the most respectable 
natives, dcskoiis of testifyine their respect to the memory 
of the deceased. Mr. Matthews was bom in 1789. He 
was edttcateM at Eton, and afterwards became a Fellow of 
&ii^'s College, Cambridge. In 1817 he left England for 
the Continent, on account of ill health ; and on his return 
in 1819, published his Diary, which is well known> and 
generally admired. In the lact^ end of 18S1, having been 
m-evionsly called to the bar, he was appointed Advocate 
Ffscal of Ceylon, and fulfilled the duties of that office with 
the warm and unqualified approbation of his Majesty *8 govern- 
ment, till last October, when he was promoted to the 
Bench, on the vacancy occasioned by the neath of Sir Har- 
diiige Giffiurd. The short period during which it was per* 
mitted to Mr. Matthews to exercise his judicial functions, 
fully realized the expectations even of those who had been 
in the habit of listening to and admiring bis hriliiant eSoMfts 
of an Advocate. His natural talents were of the very highest 
Older. Strength of mind, quickness of perception, and ac- 
curacy of judgment, directed and tempered a warmth of 
feeling which influenced every action of his life, and an 
ardour in the discharge of his public duties, which neither 
fatigoe nor bodily suirorings could damp, nor any thing but 
death itself extinguish. His attainments, independanUy of 
such as were incidental to his pro^sion, were those of an 
elegant scholar and a poliriied gentleman. It is scarcely 
necessary to add, that the death of such a man is a severe 
loss, not only to bis profession, but to the pubtie. But it 
was in all the private relations of life, and above all, in the 
bosom of his family, that it was most pleasing to oonten- 
plate his amiable and endearing qualities, iu a husband 
and a f atker« his conduct was above, all praise* Such indeed 
was his devotedness to the dearest objects of his affection, 
that he might have been supposed to be wholly absorb^ in 
them, if the number of his friends, who now deplore his 
loss, did not testify that his heart was as capacious as it 
was open and accessible. His highly cultivated mmd and 
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extensive Informatioxi^ his manly and generous sentimenU, 
and the playfulness of his^ imagination^ rendered him the 
charm and delight of society ; and not to loTe him« tvas 
flcaroeiy possible. Kind and anectionate as was his lile^ his 
end was in every way worthy of it« On the bed of siskiiess 
and of death, his bod^ worn down by lingering disease, he 
was still the same ; his thoughts stifl fix^ on every one, 
radier than himself. Fortitude the most undaunted, resig* 
nation the most exemplary^ marked his last moments, and 
gave proof, cheering and undeniable^i of a mind calmly 
conscious of its own rectitude/* 

26. ST, AUGUSTIN, QT AUSTIN. 

Austin, the first Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
a Roman monk, and sent by Pope Gregoi'y the First 
with forty others, to convert the inhabitants of 
Britain, about 596. On landing at Thanet, they 
informed King Ethelbert of their business, who, as 
an eicample to his subjects, embraced Christianity 
him^lf, but never attempted to bring over his 
people by fwce. Austin was consecrated at Aries 
archbishop and metropolitan of the church. He 
fixed his seat at Canterbury, and endeavoured to 
form an alliance with the Welch bishops, who had 
]ong before embraced Christianity; but in this 
effi>rt he was unsuccessful. He died al Canterbury 
on this day, 607. 

27. — ^VBNBRABLB BBDB. 

St, Bede was born near the river Wear, in Dur. 
ham, in 672. When seven years of age, he was 
received into the monastery of Wearmouth, 2^d 
under the abbot Benedict, and his successor Ceol- 
frid, his infant mind received the rudiments of that 
knowledge which has rendered his memory immor- 
tal. He was ordained deacon at the age of nine* 
teen, and priest at thirty. By living a secluded 
life, he made himself master of every branch of 
learmng, and produced a number of works of great 
merit. His Eccksinutical History alone is suffi- 
cient to immortalize his memory. He died in 735, 
and was canonized by the Romish church. 



2fi6 



REMilftKABLB DAYS 



28.-— 1780.-^HOlfiAS MOOftB B<>RN. 

From the nature of many of Mr. Moore's pro- 
ductions, it is very often imi^ined that he mixes in 
all the follies and gaieties of life. This is not tlie 
case. He lives rather retired than otherwise, in 
Sloperton Cottage, 
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a beautiful rural retreat, about five imies from De- 
vises, in the vicinity of Bowood, the seat of ttie 
Marquis of Lansdowne, whose friendship the poet 
enjoys. In days to come, when another generar 
tion shall walk the earth, curiosity will lead num- 
bers to visit Sloperton, eager to say they have been 
in the room where the poet Moore wrote his Lalla 
Rhooky and some of the most charming productions 
of his day. 

29. — KING CHARLBS II. RBSTOBaD, 

On this day, 1660, Charles the Second made his 
public entry into London, on being restored to his 
throne after the Commonwealth. It was also the 
king's birth-day. In many parts of the country it 
is still customary for the common people to wear 
oak leaves on this day> in commemoration of the 
king's concealment in the oak after the battle of 
Worcester. 
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29. — lfi()6v~<€OLUMBUS OEBII. 

COLUMBUS BEFORE THE UNIVERSITf OF SALAMANCA. 

By Mr9. Stgcmmgy^ , 

Columbus found, that, in advancing the siplierica) figure 
of the earth, he was in danger of being conyicted, not merely 
of error, but of heterodoxy .—/mn^V Lifo of Columbu8\ 

St. Stephen's cloistered hall was prond 

In leaming^<l pomp that day. 
For there a robed and stately crowd 

Pressed on in proud array ; 
Some, from stem yigils measured hours, 

Where trembling Penance knelt,— 
Some, from arched domes or hermit bowers, 

Where cowled Science dwelt. 

Why doth yon simple mariner 

Approach that conclave high ? 
What mighty thoagbts his bosom stbi 

And fire his sparkling tyet 
His toil-stained hands the pictared chart 

With damtless zeal display. 
While wosds of wonder from his heart 

Win fortb tfaoir rushing way. 

What hath he said? Their frowns aj:«e dark, 

In muttered tones they speak, 
And lines upon their tablets marl^ 

Which f^VisAk the ashen cheek. 
The Inquisition's vengeful doom 

Seems traced on brows severe, 
And heresy from burning tomb. 

Groans on the startled ear. 

Courage, bold Genoese ; for Time 

Thy splendid dream shall crown ; 
That vaat and undiscovered clime 

Where pathless forests frown,— 
The heaven-wrapt mountain's haughty brow, 

The Indian with his bow, 
The gold-sown rocks and rivers, tiiou 

To thankless Spain shaltsfaow. 

Courage, world-finderl-^thou hast need ! 

In Fate's unfolding scroll, 
Oavk wrongs «nd nameless woes Iread^ 

That ra(^ the noble soul ; 
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Pale finyy's shafts in seoret hnrl'd, 

Ingratitude's dire pauH- 
The bitter payment of the world 

To those who wear her chain. 

On ! on ! creation's secrets probe. 

Its curtain rend in twain. 
And give the old and crime-siek globe 

Her sister's broad domain ; 
Then, with torn heart and smothered frown. 

Exhaust the cup of scorn. 
And in thy lowly grave lie down. 

The glorious, yet forlorn. The Token* 

29.—- 1829. — 6IE HUMPHRBY DAVT DIBB, iETAT. 50. 

He was bom at Penzance, in Cornwall, in the year 1779. 
His father enjoyed a small patrimony, amply competent for 
the supply of his limited desires : his profession was a carver 
in wood, and joiner.^ Unfortunately he did not live looig 
enouffh to witness his son's eminence ; but from his widoir^ 
who has only lately descended to the tomb, full of years^ 
this boon was not withheld : she witnessed his whole career 
of usefulness and honor. Davy, baviog received the nidi* 
ments of a classical education under Dr. Cardew, of Truio^ 
was placed with a professional |;entleman named Tonkin, &t 
Penzance, that he might acquire a knowled|;e of the pio« 
fession of a surgeon and apothecary. His master, however^ 
soon became cussatisfied with his new pupil : instead of 
attending to the duties of the surgery, Humphrey was ram* 
bline along the sea-shore, and often declaiming against the 
wind and waves, in order to overcome a defect in bis voice, 
which, although only slightly perceptible in his maturer age, 
was, when a boy, extremely discoraant : instead of prepaf* 
ing the medicines for the doctor's patients, he was experi* 
mentinj^ in the garret ; and, upon one occasion, he produced 
an expfosion that put the doctor and all bis phials in jeo* 
pardy. " This boy, Humphrey, is incorrigiole— I plainly 
foresee that no good awaits him — ^idleness is the root of aU 
evil :*' such were the continual exclamations of the dissatis* 
lied apothecary. At length a n^ociation between the pa- 
rents and master commeaced, with a view of releasing the 
parties from their engagement : the boy was " idle and in- 
corrigible," the master relentless, but the parents reason- 
able and indulgent, aad we believe that Humphrey returned 
home. It is not difficult to understand how it hap()ened, 
that a person endowed with the genius and sensibilities of 
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I>Bivy, should have had his mind directed to the study of mi- 
neralogy and chemistry, when we consider the nature and 
scenery of the country in which accident had planted him. 
Many of his friends and associates must have been connected 
with mining speculations ; shafts, cross courses, lodes, &c. 
were words familiarised to his ears ; and his native love oiF 
inquiry could not have long suffered such terms to remain as 
unmeaning sounds. Nor could he wander along the rocky 
coast, nor repose for a moment to contemplate its wild sce- 
nery, without being invited to geological inquiry by the 
genius of the place ; for, were we to personify that science, 
it would be impossible that a more appropriate spot should be 
selected for her local habitation and favored abode. Such 
scenery also, in one who possessed a quick sensibility to the 
sublime forms of nature, was wet) calculated to kindle that 
enthusiasm so essential to poetical genius. We accordingly 
learn that Davy drank of the waters of Helicon at a very 
early age, and composed a poem on the Land's End, in which 
he'powerfully described the magnificence of its convulsed 
icenery, the ceaseless roar of the ocean, the wild shrieks of 
the cormorant, and *' those caves where sleep the haggard 
spirits of the storm." The first original experiment perform- 
ed by him at Penzance, was for the purpose of ascertaining 
^e nature of the air contained in the bladders of sea-weeo. 
His instruments, however, were of the rudest description, 
manufactured by himself out of the motley materials which 
fell in his way ; the pots and pans of the kitchen were 
appropriated without ceremony, and even the phials and gal- 
liots of his master were, without the least remorse, put in 
requisition. A prominent circumstance in Davy*s life was his 
iutrodnetion to Mr. Da vies Giddy, (now Mr. Gilbert,) the 
present distinguished and popular President of the Royal 
StMjiety. The manner in which this happened furnishes an- 
other curious instance of the power of mere accident in 
altering our destinies. Mr. Gilbert's attention was, from 
some trivial cause, attracted to the voung'chemist, as he was 
cdrelessly lounging over the gate or his father's house. A 
pei'von in the company of Mr. Gilbert observed, that the boy 
in question was young Davy, who was much attached to 
cbenwstry. *' To chemistry !" said Mr. Gilbert ; " if that 
be the case, 1 must have some conversation with him.** 
Mr. Gilbert, who possesses a strong perception of character, 
soon discovered ample proofs of genius in the youth, and 
therefore oflFered him the use of his library, or any other 
assistance that he might require for the pursuit of his studies. 
Another circumsta^ also occurred, wnich afterwards con- 
tributed to introduce Davy to notice. Mr. Gregory Watt, 
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who had lojg^ been ao iuvaUd^ was recQmmaiKled by k»9 fihj*- 
siclaos to reside jo the West at England j and be aocwU 
ingly went to Penzance, and lodged with Mrs« Davy. Wa 
may readily suppose that two kindred spirits would not b^ 
long in contracting an acquaintance and friendship. B^co^ 
the formation of the Geoiofical Society of hojooon, which 
has been the means of introducing more rational and cerreoc 
views in the science over which- it precides, geologists waro 
divided into two great parties, Neptunists aad PTutoiHSta $ 
the one affirming tnat tpe globe was indebted tos its Ibrm 
and arrangement to the agency of water^ the other to that 
of fire, ft so happened that tbe professors of Oxford said 
Cambridge ranged themselves under opposite banners | JRr» 
Beddoes was a violent and uncompromising Plutonist^ whUa 
Professor Hailstone was as decided a Nf ptunist. The rooka 
of Cornwall were appealed to as affording support to eUhai 
theory ; and the two professors. who« although, adverse io 
opinion, were united m friendship, determined to proiCQed 
together to tbe field of dispute, each hoping that he might 
. . .. /. 1 Thei ' ' ' 



thus convict tbe other of the eiTor. The geological 
batants arrived at Penzance -y and Davy became Known to 
them^ through the medium of Mr* Gilbert. Mr. Watt waa 
also enthusiastic in his praise ; and it so bappeaii^ that at 
that time Dr. Beddoes had just established his Pueuma^ 
Institution at Bristol, and required an assistant iu bis lah^ 
ratory, — the situation was ofiered to Davy^ and by hiia 
eagerly accepted. In addition to the recommendations im 
have mentioned. Dr. Beddoes received from Davy himself a 
testimony of bis genius which greatly prepossessed tbe pix^ 
fessor io his fayor : this was an essay in which was pit>^ 
pounded a new theory of beat; apd light. Davy was now 
constantly engaged in tbe prosecution of new experiments f 
iu the conception of which, as he himself informs us. he was 

freatly aided by the cooversidtiou and advice of Dr. Beddoes. 
le was also occasionally assisted by Mr. W. Clayfielc^ a 
gentleman ardently attached to chemical pursuits, and whose 
name is not unknown in the annals of science ; indeed^ it 
appears, that to him Davy was indebted for the invention of 
a mercurial air-holder^ by which he was enabled to collect 
and measure the various gases submitted to examinatioUii. In 
the course of these examinations, tbe respirability and sin* 
gularly intoxicating effects of Nitrous Oxide were first di»P> 
covered, which led to a new train of research concerning its 
prepai'dtion, composition, properties, combinations, and 
physiological action on livii^ beings; inquiries which vrere 
extended to the difiierent substances connected with Nitrous 
Oxide, such as Nitrous Gas^ Nitrous Acid, and Ammonia 
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wlieii^ by iniilli|lying exptriineiits, and compark^ the facu 
they dUclosedy Davy ttltimately succeeded in reconciliag ap* 
parent aaoonmlies, and by removing the mater nnmb^r of 
those difficulties ^bich had obscured this branch of science, 
WBs enabled to present a cleur and satisfactory history of the 
comhinatiofis of Oxy^n and Nitrogen. These interesting 
results were published m a separate volume^ entitM> '* Re* 
searches. Chemical and Philosophical^ chie^y concerning 
Nitrous Oxide and its Kespiration : by Humphrey Davy, 
SnperiBtendent ot the Pneumatic InstitntioB." Count 
itomfbrd was seeking for some rising philosopher who might 
fill the chemical chair ot the recently- established Institu* 
tioa of Great BritaiB : conld there be any doubt as to whom 
he should apply? Davy was proposed, and immediately 
elected. Were we not ciisposed to question the utiiitv of 
hiographieal minutiffi, we might in this place have been 
tempted to offer some personal anecdotes, for the purpose of 
siiowing what a change was suddenly efiected in the habits 
and naanners of Davy by his elevation. His enemies may 
avail themselves of the circumstaoce* and we shall not envy 
their triumph $ but we ask in candour^ where is a man of 
tsrenty^two years of age to be founds miless the temperatore 
of his blood be below zero, who could remain uninfluenced 
Kt such a change! Look at Davy in the laboratorjr at 
SristoL parsuiBjg with eager industry various abstract points 
ot research ; mixing only with a few philosophers, sanguine 
Uk0 btmself in the investigatioB of chemical phenomena, 
but whose worldly knowledge was bounded by the walls 
of the institution in which they were engaged. Shift the 
soaaa— could the spells of an enchanter effect a more ma« 
s^cal transformation } Behold htm in the theatre of the 
ILoyAl Insticotion ! surrounded by an aristocracy of inteU 
lect, as weU as of rank. We admit that his vanity was ex* 
cited hy such extraordinary demonstrations of devotion $ 
^«t be lost that simplicity which constituted the charm of 
his character, and assumed the ffarb and airs of a man of 
fashion : can we wonder if, nncKr such circumstances, the 
rdbe shoakl not have always fallen in graceful draperies ? 
fitti the charms of the ball-room did not allure him from the 
parsiiits i^the laboratory. He bad a capacity for both, and 
Dis devotion to Terpsicore did not interrere with the rites of 
Hiaerva. So ponumr did be become^ under the auspices of 
tha Dttchess ot Gordon, and other leaders, of fashion, that 
th^ir %ak6eB were considered incomplete without his pre- 
sence; and yet the crowds that repaired to the Institutk»B 
im the morning were, day after day, gratiied by aewly-devised 
and tertmelive txpetlHMrts perfemed with the atraost ad*^ 

x2 
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dress, and explained in language at once the most intelligible 
and tbe most elo<^uent. About two years after his introduc- 
tion to tbe scientific world, having been elected professor of 
chemistry to the Board of Agriculture, Davy commenced a 
series of lectures before its members -, and which he conti- 
nued to deliver each successive session for ten years, modify- 
ing and extending their views, from time to time, iti such a 
manner as the progress of chemical discovery might require. 
These discourses were published in 1813, at the request of 
the President and Members of the Board ; and they form 
the only complete work we possess on the subject of agri- 
cultural chemistry. When we consider the many opjwrtu- 
nities which the author enjoyed of acquiring practical infor* 
mation from the intelligent members of the Board, and of 
putting to the test of experience the truth of those various 
theorieis which his science had suggested, we can scarcely 
expect that another author should arise in our times who 
would be able to produce a superior work. He has treated 
the interesting subject of manures with singular success ; 
showing the manner in which they become tbe nourishment 
of the plant, and the changes produced in them by the pro- 
cesses of fermentation and putrefaction, and the utility of 
mixing and combining them with each other. He has also 
pointed out the chemical principles upon which depends tbe 
improvement of lands by burning and fallowing : he has 
elucidated tbe theory of convertible husbandry^, founded on 
regular rotations of different crops ; and, in sliort, has 
brought his knowledge to bear on various other agricultural 
questions connected with chemistry, which the limits of our 
memoir will not allow us to detail. We must not, however, 
omit to mention the important information he has afforded 
on the subject of the composition of different soils, and the 
methods to be adopted for their analysisv The processes in 
use for such an examination, previous to his time, wtre* 
always complicated, and frequently fallacious : he simplified 
the operations, and introduced new and convenient apparatus 
for the purpose. Nor ou^ht we to pass over in silence the 
curioQS results of hfs expenroents on the quantity of nutritii^' 
matters contained in varieties of the different substances that 
have been used as articles or food, either for men or cattle^ 
by which he was enabled to explain numerous facts con- 
nected with the comparative excellence of different articles. 
Thus, for tttBtance, in the South of Europe, hard, or thin-' 
skinned wheat, is in higher estimation than aoft, or thick- 
skinned wheat i a fact which he showed to depend upon the 
larger quantity of gluten and nutritive matter which the former 
contains. In the year IfiOS, I>a?y was elected a Fellow of the 
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Royal Society] he subsequently became its Secretary and 
lastly its President. Durins a period of five- and- twenty years, 
ht constantly soppfied Its Transactions with papers ^ and it is 
not too mucn to say, that no individual philosopher, in any 
sq^e or country, ever contributed so largely in extending 
Cmtb, or ever achieved so much in eradicating error. The 
tbeofy of Lavoisier, which was received throaghont £uro|[>e 
with the homage due to an oracle, and was even classed m 
certaintr with the doctrine of gravitation — ^which had with* 
stood all the assaults of the Stahliaa pbilosopbers, in Gar- 
many, Sweden, and Britain, and passea unimpaired through 
tihe most severe ordeals to which any system was ever ex* 
posed-^yklded, ia wome of its most esseutialpoints, to the 
oool aad dispassionate reasonii^ of Davy* We cannot but 
admire the candour and humility with which Davy alludes 
CO the circumstance : in speaking of the experiments which 
it was '* his eood fortune to institute,'* he says, — " The novel 
malts, whife they have strengthened some of the doctrines 
of the school of Lavoisier, have overturned others, and have 
proved that the generalizations of the Antiphlogistic philo- 
sophers were far from having anticipated the whole progress 
of^discovery.** The researches detailed in Davy's papers are 
&r loo important and numeroms to be detailed here. We 
must refer to the originals which this great man has left be« 
hind him.-— ^eto Monthlu Magcaine. 

This great pbilosopher closed his mortal career at 
Geneva, where he had arrived only the day before 
firom Rome, in which city he had a serious and 
alarming attack of Paralysis^ but from which he 
appeared to be recovering* 

30.— WB IT-S0ND AT. 

A solemn festival of the Christian church, ob- 
served on the fiftieth day after Easter, in memory 
of the descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles 
in die visible appearance of fiery cloven tongues, 
and of those miraculotts powers which were then 
coitferred upon them. It is called Whit-Sunday> 
or White-Sunday, because this being one of the 
sti^ed times for baptism in the ancient church, 
those who were baptized put on white garments, 
as types of Aat spiritual purity they received in 
bapdsm, 
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31. WHIT-MONDAY. 

This and the following day are observed as festl* 
vals iu the church. Their religious character, 
however, is nearly obsolete, and Whitsuntide is 
now principally distinguished as a holiday amoag 
the lower classes. 

31. — 1829. BISHOP OP OXFORD DIED, iETAT. 44. 

The Right Rev. Charles Lloyd, Bishop of Oxford, 
born September 26, 1784, was the son of the Rev. 
T. Lloyd, of Downley, Bucks. He was educated at 
Eton, and in 1803 admitted at Christ Church, 
Oxford, where he soon acquired much credit for 
his classical attainments and mathematical know- 
ledge. Dean Jackson, observing his great talent, 
promoted his interests in every way possible, and 
at length appointed him Mathematical Lecturer at 
Christ Church. Uis fame now extended, and in 1822 
he was appointed Regius Professor of Diviriity. 
In 1827 he was advanced to the see of Oxford, but 
seldom appeared in the House of Lords, and only 
made one speech, which was on the Catholic ques- 
tion. Having caught a cold at a dinner given by the 
Academicians at Somerset House, he was attacked 
with an inflammation of the lungs, which deprived 
him of life in less than a month. 

iVs few persons are acquainted with the cus- 
tomary ceremonies on the election of a bishop, we 
shall take this opportunity of briefly stating the 
forms invariably gone through on such occasioBS. 

^^ When any bishop's see becomes vacant, the deian and 
chapter of that cathedral give informatiou to the king, and 
hombiy request that his Majesty will grant them Ipave to 
elect another. The king then grants to the dean his Conge 
d'EIire, which, according to the ancient French, in which 
this was written, signifies ' leave to elect.' 

'' The dean afterwards summons a chapter, or assembly of 
the prebendaries, who are bound to elect the person re- 
commended by the King's Letters, under pain of a pnentic* 
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The election is then certified to the person elected ;' 
and, upon his acceptance, notice is given to the king, and 
the arehbishop of the province ; after which, the king sanc>- 
tioDS it by his royal assent under the great seal of England, 
which is exhibited to the archbishop of the province, with 
eonuhand to confirm and consecrate him. The archbishop 
MdMoiibes fiai cxmfirvML^y and gives commission, ander hu 
arehiepiscopal seal, to his vicar-general, to perform all the 
acts required to complete the confirmation of the elected 
bishop. 

'* After these formalities, the new bishop takes the oath 
of SQpremaey, simony, and canonical obedience ; the judge 
of the arches reads and subscribes the sentence ; and, by the 
king's mandate, follows the solemn consecration of the 
elected bishop, which is performed by the archbishop, with 
the assistance of two other bishops. 

**' A mandate is then issued from the archbishop to the 
ardideacon of his diocese, to instal the bishop elected, and 
confirmed, and consecrated. The mode of instalment is as 
follows :— Upon any day, between nine and eleven o'clock, 
in the presence of a public notary, the bishop elect, or his 
proxy, which is most usual, is introduced into the cathedral 
church by the archdeacon of Canterbury, by whom, or by 
his proxy, all the bishops of that province are installed. 
First, he declares his assent to the king's supremacy, and 
swears, that unless he be otherwise dispensed with, he will 
be resident according to the custom of that cathedral, ob- 
serve the manners of the said church, and cause others to 
observe the same. 

*^ Then the archdeacon, with the petty canons and officers 
of the church, accompany the bishop up the choir, and there 
place him in the seat prepared for the bishops, between the 
altar and right side of the choir, when the archdeacon pro- 
nounces these words :-* 

*^ ' Ego authoritate mihi commissa, induce et inthroniao 
Reverendum in Christo Patrem Dominum, ST. N. Episco* 
pitm, et Bominus custodiat suum introitem et exitum ex 
hoc nunc et in seculum. Amen.' 

*' After the singing of Te Deum by the sub-dean and petty 
canons, prayers follow. The bishop is then conducted into 
the chapter-house, and there placed on a high seat ; when 
the archdeacon and all the prebendaries and officers of the 

* The judgment of which is, that the defendant shall be 
oat of the king's protection, that his lands and tenements, 
goods and chattels, shall be forfeited to the king ; and that 
£10 body shall remain in prison at the king's pleasure. 
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church appear befiose the loshop and ackaowledge canosieai 
obedienoe to hun. 

'* The new bishop is afterwards introduced into the kins'ft 
presence, to do him homaf^e for his temporalities or baroay, 
bv kneeling, and patting his hands between those of the 
king, wiio sits in a chair of state. Here the seerelar|r of 
state adminislers t» the bishop the o ath - -T V he irm mnA 
faithful ta Ms iC^ejCy, from whom he acknowledges to bold 
his temporalities* 

" Lastly, the new bishop compounds for the first fruits of 
his bisheprio— that is, agrees that the first yearns profits shall 
be paid to the corporation for aagmenting the beneficea of 
the poor clergy within three yean." 




St. Andrew's Cathedral Fifeshire. 



IN MAT, 1830. 237 



In May, 1830. 

The bright constellations tliat ornament the 
wintry sky are rapidly gliding' into the effulgence 
of the solar beams, lii'hile those which indicate the 
progress of the vernal, and the advance of. the 
summer seasons, are gaining on the celestial ca- 
nopy. Shortly after the decline of the orb of day, 
OHon may be feebly seen, bowing his gigantic form 
towards the ruddy west ; the Bull bathing his fore- 
head in the lingering rays of parting light ; Castor 
and Pollux reclining on the glowing tinge which 
marks the bomidary of twilight : &rther removed 
from '^ the golden lightning of the sunken Sun,'' 
the Lion, with the planet Saturn, shines with splen- 
dour, dividing the empire of the mid-heaven with 
the Virgin and Bootes; in the south-east th« 
Scorpion ascends, the dreaded sign of- the votaries 
of astrology as the omen of every direful calamity. 
But, beneficent or baleful, these starry symbols of 
the incessant revolutions of the rolling world are 
associated in the mind of the student of nature with 
delightful recollections: the bright star Regulus, 
with the odorous train of Flora ; Spica Virginis, 
with the harbingers of the beauty of summer and 
the bounty of autumn; Lucida Lyra, with the 
harmony of the groves ; and even Antares, the red 
and inauspicious star of Scorpio, with the daisied 
meadow, the ripening harvest* field, and dewy 
eves. — Literary Gazette. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Gemini at 19 m. after 3 of the 
2l8t of this month: he also rises and sets during 
the same perioci, as in the following 
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Ihble of the Sun's Rising and Setting for every 
Jifth day. 

M*j Isty Sfin rbes dO m. after 4, sets M m. after 7 

eth, 20 4, .. 31 7 

11th, 20 ...... 4, .. 40 7 

10th, 13 4, ,. 47 7 

21st, 6 4, ., 64 * 7 

aeth, 60 3, .. 1 8 

3M, 64 3, .. « 6 

Equation of Time. 

To find the true or mean time from the appa- 
rent, the correction must be used as directed in 
the following 

TeAle of the Equation of Time for every fifth day. 

m. s. 
Saturday, May 1st, from the time by the dial tyhtraet 3 O 

Thorsday, — Oth, 3 3$ 

Taesday, — Itth, 3 62 

Sunday, —16th, 3 66 

Friday, — 21st, 3 46 

Wednesday, •-- 26th, 3 20 

Monday, —31st, 2 44 

" Should God again. 
As once in Gibeon, interrupt the race 
Of the undeviating and punctual Sun, 
How would the world admire I but speaks it less 
An agency divine, to make him know 
His moment when to nnk and when to rt'je. 
Age after age, than to arrest his course ?*' 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phases of the Moon. 

Full Moon, 8th day, at 2 m. after midnight. 

Last Quarter, 16th 18 4aftemooii. 

New Moon, 22d 13 7 morning. 

First Quarter, 29th 48 10 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian* 

From the transits of the Moon over the first 
meridian this month, the litdlowing have been 
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selected, as affording the meet fiftvorable opportuni- 
ties for observation : 

May 1st, . . 46bi. after 7 in tiie eTemng^ 

2nd, . . 30 8 

3rd, .. 13 9 

4th, .. 55 9 

5th, .. 37 10 

13th,.. 11 4 in the morning. 

I4kh, . 3 5 

15th,.. 54 5 

16th, .. 46 6 

17th, . . 38 7 

18th,.. 31 8 

27th, . . 54 4 in the afteraoon. 

28th,. .41 5 

29th, . . 26 6 in the evening. 

30th,.. 10 7 

31st, . . 52 7 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 
Phases of Venus. 

The proportions of the bright and dark phases 
of this planet are as follow : 

May 1st.— Illuminated part = 4.8637 
Dark part := 7.1363 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

IMMERSIONS. 

First Satellite, 22d day, 32 m. 32 s. after 2 in the mom. 
Third Satellite, 8th . . 42 . . 53 1 

. Conjunction of the Moon with the Planets and 
Stars. 

May 17th, with 9 in Aquarius at 5 in the momin|f. 

18th, . . Venus midnight. 

22d, . . Aldebaran .... 6 in the eyeni]i{|^. 

27th, . . f in Leo 11 at night. 

Other Phenomena. 

Uranus in quadrature at 45 m. after 6 in the 
momiug of the Ist of this mooth. Saturn in quad* 
rature at 30 m. after 2 of the afternoon of the 2imL 
Jupiter stationary on the 5th. Mars in quadrature 
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at 2 in the afternoon of the 8th. Uranus stationary 
near d in Capricorn us on the 15th. Fentts at her 
greatest elongation on the 16th, and Mercury en 
the 21st. 

Greatest Elongation of Fenus. 

The greatest elongations of the inferior planets 
Mercury and Venus^ are the most favorable posi- 
tions for observation, being then removed as far as 
possible from the solar beams; the angular dis- 
tance of Venus from the Sun in the present in- 
stance is about 46^, which is not a constant quan- 
tity, but varying according to the position of her 
elliptical orbit relative to that of the Earth ; the 
greatest angular distance is attained when the 
planet is in its aphelion, and the Earth in its 
perigee, it is then 47° 48' ; and the least, when the 
planet is in its perihelion, and the Earth in its 
apogee, in which situation the angle of elongation 
is 44^57'; in this position in her orbit she will 
appear as a half-moon ; the most pleasing form in 
which this planet can be seen, is when it appears 
as a crescent, either previous to, or some time 
after its inferior conjunction, being then seen under 
nearly its greatest angle of 57'^ which is almost 
six times greater than when at its superior con- 
junction, and the whole diameter of its orbit (136 ' 
millions of miles) more remote from the Earth 
than in the former position. 

Very considerable changes are supposed to iiave 
taken place in its atmosphere ; about the middle of 
the 17th century, several spots were distinctly seen 
on its surface, these became gradually more obscure 
and faint, and for near a century have entirely dis- 
appeared ; the whole disc is now of a uniform bril- 
liant white, occasioned, it is supposed, by its atmo- 
sphere being filled with a reflecting vapour, which 
will account for the cusps extending considerably 
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b^ond a semi^irele^ wb^n Venus appears as a eras* 
ceat ; ooe of the horns is obsar^ned to vbtj in appear- 
ance, alternately blunt ami sharp, ; this is piobably 
caused by the shadow of some inoutitaiDy which, by 
the roeadon of the piaaet periodically, intercepts the 
light, and furnishes an opportunity of determining 
its diurnal revolution, 23h. 20m. 59s. which is the 
time occupied in the renewal and withdrawing of 
the light. The briglitness of this planet is not in 
proportion to the breadth of the disc enlightened, 
but in the quantity of illuminated surface, which 
occurs when about a fourth of the disc is enlightened, 
or the planet distant 40** from the sun, ivhen it may 
be seen' in the day time, and traced from its rising 
to its setting by the unassisted sight ; this pheno- 
menon, of a stai* being seen, when the sun was above 
the horizon, has occasioned alarms in minds, who 
regarded the unusual, because unobserved, sight, as 
the precursor of some calamity ; this was the case 
in Dr. Halle/s time, — he had to allay the minds of 
the metropolitan city by explaining the cause. 

This beautiful planet has always excited the most 
enthusiastic admiration in every clhne and age of 
the world ; it was the first star in the heavens that 
became the object of idolatmus worship, of the 
eastern nations ; lovers still pledge their vows be- 
neath the mild lustre of its beams, and poets still 
sing of its splendour and sweet influences : Homer, 
Hesiod, and Isaiah, among the ancients, and all the 
celebrated poets of the present and preceding age, 
have the most lovely allusions to this beautiful gem, 
whether shining on the brow of eve, the bright fore- 
runner often thousand stars that ornament the mid- 
night canopy, or glittering in the dewy morn, the 
herald of the rising day. 

This planet received its name* from the Greeks • 
and Romans, in honor of Venus, the goddess of love 
and beauty; it is also known as Hesper, Vesper, 

Y 



342 ASTBONOHICAL OGCUE&ENCSS 

Phosphonis, «id Lucifer, — under each of tbese 
denominations, the poets refer to this br^ht ort> ; 
when east oi the sun, or an erening ^ar, tb^ cl»- 
racterise it oi the lovelier sex,— when we^ <»r a 
morning star, of the nobler gender. Thia Htjdisa z 

So from the aeas exerts hii radiant head 
That star bj whom the lights of heaven are led ; 
Shakes from Aw rosy looks the peaify dewsy 
Dispels the darkness, and the day renews* 

Greatest EhngaHon efMereusry. 

Nearly the same phenomena that distinguish the 
planet Venus, may be traced in the planet Mercuxy; 
it passes through similar jphases, increasing from a 
narrow crescent to a halt moon, — ^from this, to a 
gibbous, till it exhibits an entire circular disc ; it 
has also its elongations, but these differ more con- 
siderably than in Venus, owing to the greater eeeen- 
tricity of its orbit, — the angular distance from the 
sun, varies from 17'' 36^ to 28^ 20'; at the present 
elongation it is 22^. 

But few interesting discoveries have been made 
in this planet, owing to its proximity to the sun; 
the nature of its seasons and diurnal motion is not 
satisfactorily known ; by some the latter is stated to 
be six hours, by others 24h 5' 28" ; of this last opi- 
nion is Schroeter, who maintains that he has seen 
not only spots but mountains in its southern hemi* 
sphere, one <^ these mountains being three times 
the height of Chimboraco, which is one of the high- 
est on our globe. 

Mercury shines with a brilliant white light, sparik 
ling like a diamond, and twinkling like the fixed 
stars ; it was consecrated by the ancients to Hermes, 
and called the star of Apollo. The Chinese call it 
Shiu^ water, and Tchin, morning star. 
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For May, 1830- 

Farewell April, and fhy sitowers. 
Welcome May, and all thy flowers ; 
With lightsome heart and garlands gay, 
We haste to meet thee, rosy May. 

Ere Aurora opes the morning, 
While the dew, the buds adorning. 
We rise to meet thee with the day, 
And greet tiiy coming, welcome May. 

Hark ! the merry groups are singing ; 
^' Flowers beneath her feet are springing :" 
Cast vain tears and grief away, 
Welcome! welcome! sprightly May. 

Bring we violets and primroses, 
Cowslips sweet and bloomii^ posies; 
Cast we now oar cares away 
To weleome thee, approachmg May. 

Now she trips beyond the mountain. 
Now she skips beside the fountain ; 
On tabonrs toad and pipes we play. 
To hail with joy, thee, lovely May. 

iOS. CHATTAWAY* 

The delightful month of May is connected in our 
iniiida with all that is verdant, promising and attrac- 
lire. How exquisitely are its colors mingled! 
From die agreeable green which clothes the fields, 
to the rich azure which fills the sky, all declare the 
unwearied providence, paternal benignity, and unri- 
VaUed greatness of nature's God. The earth, the 
air, Ae water, teem with delighted eidstence. How 
mtmy objects, that engross and delight the soul, 
crowd upon our view at this season I Wliat fresh- 
ness is felt in the morning, and what brilliancy is 
seen in the day. God sends the copious showers to 
purify the air, soften the ground^ and nourish the 

y2 
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plants ; so also he draws from the bosom of the 
earth, rivers and streams which course their devious 
way to Invigorate and beautify the world. 

Beneath the span 
Of heaven, all earth lay lan^ishing in light ; 
Her streamlets with a bee-like murmvr ran. 
And while the trees like living creatures waved 
Their pbunage to the wind, the bird and breeze 
Together hymn'd and harmonized the air. 

Robert Montgomery' 

As we stand on an eminence, how enchanting is 
the varied view before us ! We receive pleasure 
from the fornisi, and colors, and motions, which are 
before us ; from the various greea of fields and woods, 
showing itself in many different shades, some dark 
J and deep, some vivid and glossy, and some fight and 
pale — from the waving surface of valleys and hills, 
contrasted with the level extent ofmeiadows and fields 
— from the forms of trees, some spiry and slender, 
others spreading and pendulous, aocf others shoot- 
ing forth strong branches and displaying an un- 
broken mass of leaves — from the opening buds, the 
clustering blossoms, the humble shrub, the majestic 
oak, and the beautiful garden. We are gratified 
with the cerulean hue of the ocean, varying as it is 
rufiled by winds, and by the light and shades which 
pass over it, with the blue heavens and the white 
fleecy clouds, and the general effect of sunshine and 
shade. We are gratified with the life we see min- 
gled in the group; with the sight and voices of 
men at labor rejoicing in the prospect of contented 
industry ; with the bounding agility of young ani- 
malSy as tbey sport at the side of others intently graz-* 
ing with a sharpened relish; with the cheerful song 
and easy flight of birds, the lyric lark, for example, 
soaring joymlly and singing as he rises to hail the 
early day, or greet the coming spring. As we gaze 
on the clear blue firmament at sucba season as this. 
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we are led into a train ol reflections similar to those 
beautifiilly expressed by the fair poetess in the fol- 
lowing :— 

THE SKY. 

BT MART ANN BftOWNB. 

The sky we loek ap to, fhoagh glwions vaaA Mvy 
Is looked up to the JBore» because heaven is there. 

Fair sky ! what hast thoa in the ^fime of spring ? 
Birds home along on the joyoas wing^ 
Feathery clouds and fleeting showors, 
Oilburs breathed up from the fresh-blown flowers ; 
Echoes of voices and song on earth. 
Of the chfld's light laagh and the peasants mirth ; 
Blue gleams bright from the sun-lays kiss, 
. And treoabling as if with excess of bliss. 

And what is thine in the summer eve, 

When the full bright sun hath taken his leave t 

Clouds that are rich as young Hope's dreams, 

Bainbows colouring and amber beams, 

Flushes of crimson glory growing, 

like a maiden's blush, more intensely glowing, 

Beneath the ardent gaaer's view. 

Purple twilight and fragrant dew. 

What hast thou in the depth of night ? 
Orandeur, and beanty, and calm moonlight ; 
StanH-bright stars, on their thrones on mgh. 
Making their voiceless melody $ 
Prayers sent up from the rieepless bed, 
Sounds of the weary sentmers tread. 
Murmurs from forests by light winds stirred. 
And sweet, sweet music from nighfs own bird. 

Whatisbdow^ee? Ahmdefshi, 

Where Sorrow and Peaih have enteied in ; 

Where tears have darkened the brighest eyes, 

And the rosiest lip breathes forth sad sighs ; 

Where the sunny curls blanche with the hand of Time, 

And the purest i^irits are tinged with crime ; 

Where ^e flowers, and the trees, and the birds must die^ 

And all things tell of mortality. 

t3 
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What is beyond thee ? A world wtk)re the power 
Of Time eaiiii0t wither a single fiower ; 
Where the earthy stains of our haman clay 
In the streams of mercy are washed away ; 
Where there comes not a shade o'er the tranquil brow, 
And the voice never sounds in one tone of wo. 
Fair sky ! we forget half oqt soitow tild care. 
When we gase upon thee, and think heaven is there. 

Literary Gazette. 

The garden now assumes a cheerful appearance. 
The lily of the valley; the laurel and China roses; 
London pride, lilac, broom, rough comfrey, globe 
flower, yellow asphodel, and various other plants 
are now in flower. In the Gardener* s Magazine is 
the following report from the Fulham Nursery, 
dated May II, 1829t— *^Thermopsis labumifolia, 
which at a distance looks like a laburnum on a 
large scale, is hex*e both in flower and leaf in the 
open air I it is worthy of a place against every wall 
of half hardy shrubs. A most complete collection 
of azaleas, planted a few years ago, are now m a 
vigorous state. Lagerstroemise indlca» Acacia «/u- 
librissiny and similar trees, have stood the last 
severe winter, as they have done upwards of a dozen 
winters before; and the Brunsvigia Josephineei has 
stood the mnter in the open border in front of the 
hot house, without losing its leaves. There can be 
no doubt that many exotic plants, if treated the 
season before so as to produce the perfect ripening 
of their wood, bucte, or bulbs, would stand tte win- 
ter better than even Incflgerious articles that have 
been caught in a growing iitate by the frost. In 
this nursery there are some fine specimens of cork 
trees, nettle trees, purple beech, Ailantus glandu- 
losa, and Fulham oak, Quercus Cerris var, dentata 
of Sweets, Horim BrUimnicuSn This last tree is of 
an immense size, and shows that forest trees may be 
grafted to advantage im cases where the seeds are 
with difficulty obtained.'* ' 
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As the laburnum U mentioned in tbe foregoing 
report, and as it is not generally known that th^ 
leaves and bark of it are poisonous, we sbail state a 
case which occurred last year near<Jupar in Fife- 
shire, from which it appears they possess deleterious 
qualities of a very active nature* A small quantity 
of the bark being chewed, caused first giddiness 
and tremor, which symptoms were succeeded by 
sickness, cold sweats, and excessive vomiting : me- 
dical assistance was in this case at hand, and by the 
application of proper remedies, farther ill effects 
were prevented. In another case of which we have 
heardj a larger quantity having been swallowed, 
and medical aid not at hand, it caused vomitting, 
and evacuations even of blood ; the person, however, 
recovered, after a period of excessive exhaustion. 
From the powerful effects of the plant, it appears 
that some use might be made of it in the materia 
medica; and at any rate, as it is now so generally 
employed in ornamental shrubberies, it is desirable 
that its properties should be as generally l^nown as 
possible; more especially as, from its being eaten by 
hares, rabbits, &c. — young people are apt from 
curiosity to taste it. Bees are observed to avoid 
this plant; and notwithstanding the rich clusters of 
blossom which give the laburnum such a magnifi-* 
cent appearance on the edge of a summer walk, its 
branches are always as silent as those of the yew, 
while many of less promising appearance (the lime 
for instance) are humming like a bee*hive. The 
laburnum is originally a native of the Alps, whence 
it was brought to this country in 1596. The face 
of the countt7 at this season is charming^ and with 
the poet we may say: 

I wander forth to see 
The flowers which most delight the bee ; 
The bush o'er which the throstle sung 
In April, while she nais'4 her yoong ; 
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The den beneath the slow-tiiorn, where 
She bred her twina, the tiiiHMtias hare ; 
The knoUy wrought o'er with wild blue belb^ 
Where brown bees baUd their balmy ceils ; 
The greenwood stream, the shady pool, 
Where troats leap when the day is cool ; 
The shilfa's nest, that seems to be 
A portion of the sheltering tree ; 
And other marvels, which my verse 
Can find no language to rehearse. 

Allan Cwmin^ftmn, 

The busy bee is now to be found actively engaged 
from flower to flower, and butterflies begin to show 
themselves. 

TO A BUTTERFLY^ 

Thon, who in the early spring 
Hoverest on filmy wing. 
Visiting the bright-eyed flowen. 
Flattering in loaded bowers, 
Settling on the reddening rose<^ 
Reddening ere it fnlly blows. 
When Its crisp and curling leaves 
Just unfold their dewy tips. 
Soft as beauty's infant lips. 
Or any thing that love believes, 
little wanderer after pleasure. 
Where is that eaehanted treasure 
All that live are seeking for? 
Is it in the blossom, or 
Where we seek it, in the roses 
Of a maiden's cheek, or rather 
In the many lights that gather. 
When her smiling lip uncloses? 
Wouldst thou rather kiss a flower 
When 'tis drooping with a shower, 
Or with trembhng, quivering wing, 
Rest thee on a sweeter thing,*-* 
On a lip that has no stain, 
On a brow that feels no pain. 
In the beaming of an eye. 
Where a worid of visions lie, 
Such as to the bless'd are given-^ 
All of heaven— all of heaven? 
If thou lovest the blossom, I 
Lofve the eheek, tiie lip, and egre. 
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The migratory birds finish their arriv'al at thi« 
season, among which the most conspicuous are the 
fem«owl; the black martin; the swift; the reed- 
sparrow, and wrens. In the early part of this 
mouth many nightingales also arrive. 

TO THE NIGHTINGALE. 

(From OmitMoffia, by Jamei Jevmings ) 

Thou matchless, yet modesty harmonious bird ! 

Who hath not With raptnre thj singing oft heard? 

Who hatii not oft sm^hed, what time midnight is still, 

A moment to list^i by copse or by rill ?-— 

A moment, in May-time, when zedbyr, not storm. 

Gives the shadows of moon-fight fantastical form ? 

Not content thoa to charm ns with song through the night. 

Through the day, too, thy notes oft resound with delight. 

say, are they sad-— dost thou grieve while thy song, 
'Midst the glade, wakens echo and warbles along ? 

Or doth pleasure-^oth mirth prompt thy wonderful lay. 
Or doth love— pensive love — ^its soft feeling display ? 
Whatever the cause, be e'er hallowed thy note, 
That at midnight or moonlight distends thy sweet throat. 

The nightingale is the most Celebrated of all the 
feathered race for its song. The poets have, in all 
ages, and most European countries, made it the 
theme of their verses. It visits this country towards 
the latter end of April, and takes its departure in 
August, as it is said; but I suspect not so soon. 
We still want a knowledge of more facts to make us 
completely acquainted with the natural history of 
this bird. Montagu, who appears to have been a 
very accurito observer, says that, if by accident the 
female is killed, the male resumes his song again, 
and will continue to sing very late in the summer, 
or till he finds another mate. It is rarely found in 
Scotland, the west of Devonshire, or Cornwall 5 and, 

1 conclude, not in Ireland. Its usual habitation in 
this country is within the segment of a cu'cle, Dover 
being the centre, whose radii do not exceed in 
length two hundred milesy and not one hundred and 
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fifty, as has beea frequelitly stated. Its tfane of 
fliugiiig, in its natural state, is only from its arrival 
till about Midsummer ; but it will, it is said, when 
domesticated^ sing nine months in the year. Its 
food, in a domesticated state, msy be spidei«, wood- 
lice, ants' eggs, flies, and worms} it is chiefly, how* 
ever, I understand, German patte, a compo^itloB 
well known in the bird-shops of the metropolis. It 
requires to be kept in a warm place in the winter^ 
or it will die. It is said that the nightingale is torn* 
mon in the bird-shops, not only at Fenice, but eve» 
at Moscow f and that it there swgs ae finely as in Us 
'native woods; but this is questionable. It is occa* 
flionally to be seen in cages in Jjondon, where it 
sings during many months of the year; but it is not, 
I believe, ever known to breed in confinement here. 
The singularity of this bird never having been 
heard in Ireland, produced the following beautifiil 
lines: 

TO THE NIGHTINGALE. 

O PMloinela I many a ih^rme 
Fve read of thee from AUnon's dime ;. 
Minstrels of cottage, bower, and hall. 
Olden and new, have praised thee, aK : 
They say thine is the sweetest song 
That mellow throats can poor along; 
And that thou likest not the day. 
The sun's broad glare or noon-tide ray ; 
But when the moon is bright aboye. 
Each note of thine then melts with Is^e. 

Why dost not visit Erin^s isle ? 
Who i^ould not greet thee with a smile? 
Think not unheard would be thy sob^i 
Our lone and woody glens among ; 
When towns are still and think of rest» 
Within these glens fond lips are^ prest ; 
At thy calm hour fond lovers meci, 
Young eyes admire, and voung hearts beat : . 
Such eyes, such lips, such hearts, I ween, 
' As even there thou hast not seen. 

Then come, and hither wing thy flight. 

And we will listen with delight ? O. 
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TUs monlli was probably named from Juno, 
though it was under the auspices of Mercury. The 
tMial conjectures that it was given in honor of the 
junior branches of the Roman Legislature^ is un- 
fbimded^ from the fact that his name belonged to 
Ae Alban (or Latin) Calendar, before the existence 
of Rooie. Junius Brutus commenced his consid- 
diip in this month, probably from the omen of the 
name. The Saxons called June, Sere Monalth, or 
Dry Month. 

L — ST. NICOMBDB. 

A pupil of St. Peter's, and a priest at Rome, who 
fell a martyr to his rdigion during the persecution 
(^Domitian. 

2.— ]829.-*LAnT BLBANOR BUTLER DIBO, 

Lady Butler, aunt to the Marquis of Ormondey 
and born in the county of Dublin, was a lady of 
rather eccentric habits. In 17/9, she associated 
herself with Miss Ponsonby» a cousin of the Earl of 
Besborough, and both resolved to live in retirement 
&r away frosn Uie gaities and frivolities of high life. 
Their friends endeavoured to separate two who ap- 
peared so much to cherish each others singularities. 
Their determination, however, was fixed—Miss 
Butler resolutely declined marriage, of which she 
had several offers^ and they eloped together twice: 
die first time they were soon recovered; but the 
second time, with a small sum of money, they re- 
paired to the Vale of Llangollen, where they lived 
many yearsy unknown even by name to their neigh* 
boars: they were usually called ^^ the hidies of the 
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rale/' Their retreat was at length discovered aud 
considerable curiosity was excited. In 1796, the 
degant Miss Seward in ber poem of Llangollen Vale 
greatly eulogized the secluded pair. Miss Ponsonby 
was fair, beautiful and lady-like; Miss Butler was 
tall and masculine* Her ladyship died in the house 
in which she first took up ber residence. 

4. 1738. GEORGE III. BORN. 

THB FOURTH OF JUNE. 

B^ DeUtu 

The fourth of June ! the fourth of Xune ! 

Methinks, in careless fooyhoocf s reign, 
I hear the loud bell's festal tune. 

And cannon's peal again ; 
Methinks, from tower and battlement :■ 

I see St George's standard fly, 
And smoke from many a bonfire sent 

Up through the clear blue sky ! 

The fourth of June ! the fourth of Junef 

What loyal mirth 'twas mine to bring ! 
A nation's hearts in unison 

Bent for their loved old king : 
.Healths from a million caps were peur'd, 

By old and young, by high and low ; 
Defence to Britain from each sword. 

Defiance to each foe ! 

The fourth of June ! the fourth of June ! 

Still do I see, in all theu glow. 
The bright flow'rs wreath'd in wild festeoit, 

The rockets that to heaven did go— 
The glad huz^zaiog of the crowd— 

The snakey squibs that rose and sunk— 
The musket peals that thrice aloud 

Boom'd when the health was drunk ! 

The fourth of June ! the fourth of June ! 

Thou day that for so long wert bright, ' 
At length a cloud came o'er thy noon, 

Time touch'd thee with his bUgbt: 
Thy mom awoke not with the peal 

Of cannon or of merry bell ; 
The sire, who loved his people'ii weal. 

In death had ta'ea a farewell. 



m jxmE, 1830. 253 



The fotuth of Juile ! the fourth of Jane ! 

Thou sunniest spot in childhood's year, 
The sonnd bring^s^ like a sweet loTed tnne^ 

To memory's e je a tear ; 
And when I think of what hath been» 

And what on earth no more may be, 
I mourn o'er many a happy seene, 

Once duly favougiit to thee ! 

Forget me 2V^, 1S3Q. 

4.— 1829. LORD THURLOW DIEB, JETAT. 47- 

Tbe Right Hon. Edward Thurlow, son of Dr. 
Tburlo^, Bishop of Durham, was bom June 10, 
1781 9 and received his education at Magdalen Col- 
lege« Cambridge. In 1806, on tbe death of his 
UQcle^ Lord Chancellor Thurlow, he succeeded to 
bis title. His Lordship wrote a quantity of poetry, 
but nothing of a very sterling character. Among 
others, he published The Doge* s Daughter; Ariadne $ 
Carmen Brittannicum ; Arcita and Palemon; and 
Angelica, or the Rape of Proteus. His poems were 
chiefly written in the Spenserian stanza, and were 
evidently on the model of the elder poets. 

5.-^ST. fiONIFACB. 

Risdon, in bis Chorographical Surtmf tfDevon, 
says ><-<^Very notable bathe binn tbk town (Crediton) 
for her birth childe, Winifred surnanied Btoifitce, 
who was Archbishop of Mentz, from whence he 
wrote an epistle to Ethebald, King of Mercia, which 
took such effect, that the sacred scriptures were 
used In. the monasteries, and the Lorde*s prayer, 
and Hbt creed, in the English tongue, about tbe 
vear 7^* The Bishop converted tbe Hesrians, 
Ttniringers, and Frisians, of Germany, unto Christ, 
and was therefore accounted the apostle of thai 
nation, and canonized as a saint.'' 

' Winifred was several times employed as Pope's 
Legate; but waaatl^gth murdered by the Frisians 
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in 765, and afiterwards buried in Fukla AUi^, 
which he had founded. 

6* — ^TRJNITY SUNDAY. 

This day was set apart by the council of Aries ia 
1260» as a festival in honor of the Holy Trinity. In 
the Romish Church it is celebrated with much 
splendour. 

It is still a custom of ancient usage for the judges^ 
great law-officers, lord-mayor, aldermen and com- 
mon council, to Attend St. Paul's cathedrfd* <m ]this 
day, when a sermon is preached by the lord*Diayor'$ 
chaplain. 

10. — CORPUS CHRISTI DAY. 

Corpus Christi,or ^' the body and blood of Christ," 
is a festival held on the Thursday following Trinity 
Sunday. It celebrates the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation, and is one of the grandest festivals of the 
Romish church, being observed with music^ lights^ 
flowers strewed in the streets, rich tapestries hung 
upon the walls, and with other demonstrations of 
rejoicing. 

11. — ^ST. BARNABUS. 

. He was born at Cyprus, and descended of the 
tribe ^of Levi, whose Jewi^ ancestors are thoujjbt 
{to have retired thither, to secure themselves from 
violence during the troublesome times in Judea« 
His proper name was Joses, to which, after hiscoiH 
version to Christianity, the apostles added that of 
Barnabus, signifying either the son of prophecy, or 
the son of consolation; the first respecting his 
eminent prophetic gifts, the other his great charity 
in selling his estate for the comfort and relief of the 
poor Christians. He was educated at Jerusalem, 
under Gamaliel ; ^ which might probably lay the 
foundation of that infinite friendship, which was 
af^erwilrds contracted between this apostle and St.. 
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PooL TlietiiiieofyseouveiskmiB^ineeftaio; but 
he is generally esteemed one of the sevienty disci- 
ples (^osen by our Saviour himself. At Antiocb^ 
Fwaal and Bamabus had a contest^ which ended in 
Ibeir separation; but what followed with respect 
to St. Bamabus, is not related in the Acts of the 
Apostles. Some say he went into Italy and founded 
a church at Milan. He suffered martyrdom at Sa* 
lamis, whither some Jews, being come out of Syria, 
set upon him, as he was disputing in the Synagogue, 
a»d stoned him to death, about the year 73* 

15. 1824. — ^FlilST STOKB OF NBW LONDON BRIDGE 

LAID. 
THE COMPLAINT OF OLD LONDON BRIDGE. 

A Vision, 

Our sapient common-cooncil men 

Have passed a stem decree. 
That London's ancient Gothic bridge 

Shall shoitly cease to be. 

One eve, reflecting on this act, 

I soiight old Thames's marge ! 
The waning moon shone fitfully 

On wherry, pant, and barge. 

The antique bridge, but dimly seem 

By Luna's palMd beam, 
SeemM like a baseless fabric wild 

Of some fantastic dream. 

I stood long musing on the scene. 

Like one transfixed by spell ; 
I thought, had but that bridge a tongue. 

What wonders might it telll 

Scare had the thought occur'd to me. 

When lo 1 I seem'd to hear 
A hollow voice borne on the wind, 

Which murmured in my ear : 

^< Frail child of earth, attend to me,*' 

It said, or seem'd to say ; 
-*' I am the genius of yon bridge, 

Which soon must pass away. 

22 
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•< To tiM I wyi «aMd ifty nad^ 

Who wisfcnQr downfal, and have brought 
My being near a close. 

<< ney'ro city eonnarftfilB, that feed. 

Like chickens in a coop. 
On ven'son, turkey, sar'ry chine, 

And green ftit turtle soup. ^ 

" How different fiom the hardy race 
That stretched me o'er the flood! 

A truss of straw composed their beds, 
Their pillows^ logs of wood^ 

« Few foreign dainties gn»'d their board- 
Roast beef was ever there ; 

Plum-pudding too, and wassail strong, 
In which to drown old care. 

" Their weak descendants o'er me pass. 
Like spectres, pale and wan ; 

How alter'd from tiie bold and free— 
The ruddy Englishman I 

*^ Fve stood ^YQ hundred years alone, 

A holy monk's renown, 
Adom'd with towers and battlements. 

Old Thames's moral crown. 

" But rivals have sprung up of late, 

Which flout me to my face, 
And I, though reared of old, to them, 

Pardie, must now give place. 

'^ Seest thou yon unsubstantial thing 
Through which the moon doth gleam, 

'Tis like a mighty skeleton 
Stretch'd o'er the river's stream. 

'* This mom I heard a dreadftil sound 
Loud thundering in my ears. 

Of sinking piles, whereon to found 
My future rivd's piers. 

" What revolutions have I seen 
Since first my head was rear'd ! 

What generations of mankind 
From earth have disappear'd 1 



** Tour Edwards and your Henrys too 

r^e sees with kinghr pttdo, 
Beprt with mail-clad oeoons fieroe, 
. In triumph o'er me ride* 

^ EUzaof «ie Mi(m port' 

My fancy still recalls ; 
Full oft she crost me, with lier court, 

To seek fisdr Greenwich halls. 

"' And I have tuneiiil Chaucer seen. 

And all his pilmm throng. 
Who rode with him to Beckefs shrine— 

They s^l live in hia song. / 

-*• When rival roses 8ho(^ this isle, 

My hattlements oft bore 
The severed head and mangled limb, 

On spikes besmeared with gore. 

"^ And I have seen beneath me glide, 

▲t midnight's awliil hour. 
With muffled oars, the traitor barge 

' Bound for yon bloody Tower. 

^' IVe witnessed monanaihy («we quell'd 

By the republic's sword ; 
This in its turn I saw expell'd. 

And monarchy restored. 

" •**^ When the red scourge o'er London raged 
Of all-4X>nsuming fire, 
I heard the erash of house, and tower, 
And battlement, and spire. 

<< I've seen grim death triumphant reign, 

I've heard the shrieks of woe. 
When Pestilence stalk'd throu^ the streets, 

And laid her thousands low. 

^ But, soft ! I scent the morning air : 

Let what I've said be penn'd ; 
More ndght I add, but time would fall. 

So here shall be an end." 

As ceased these sounds, from Paul's high fane 

The mighty deep-toned bell 
' Pealed on tibe drowsy ear of night' 

The past day's parting kndL 

z3 
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He is said to be the great proto-martyr of Bfl- 
tain, and was born at Venilam, now St, Alban's. 
Through the example and instructions of Ami*!- 
balus, he renounced the errors of Paganisnii aii4 
became a convert to the Christian religion. He 
suffered martyrdom during the great persecution 
under Dioclesion, about the year 308, 

18. — 1814.— BATTUJ OF WATBRLOO, 
18. — 1643.— JOHN HAMPDBN KILLED. 
19. — 1215. — MAGNA CHA&TA SIGMSD. 

IIBBRTT. 
By nomas Furlong. 

Oh ! shame on the wretch who oootented omi Of^P 

Throagh the kM^ waj of life in the gurb of the siaTe : 
Oh ! shame on the dastard* who oalmly oati sleep 

When the battle, of freedom is fought by the braTC. 
The daring may die--4iat (fishonor is o*er ; 
The task-master's tannt oan distceib then so mote : 

The friends who have lo^ed them, in wildaess nay weep ; 
The fond and the weak o'er their relies may rave ; 

Bat theirs is the slumber all dreamless and deep,*-* 
They taste not of grief in the peace ofthe grave. 

And who would not wish for the peao6 ofthe grave, 

When the foal gloom of thraldom overshadows his day ; 
When he stands to be spumed by the idiot or knave, 

Whom he dreads but despises, and hates but obeys ? 
When man, in his pride^mars the mandate of heav^. 
When the rights known to nature to me are not given ; 

Oh, then in the cold clammy earth let me lie— 
The faee of creation no more let me see ; ' 

£re I bear the vile badge of tiie base let mp die. 
For life is not life when we eease to be Iree. 

20. — ^TRANSLATION OF EDWARD KING OF TBB WEST 
SAXONS. 

The body of Edward the Martyr, after having 
remained three years at Warham, was translated, or 
removed, by l)uke Alferus to the minster of Shrews- 
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hwrff mod there interred with great pomp. (See 

2I.-^LOKOKST DAT. 

Hiis day is, in London, 16h. 34ni. 69., allowing 
9m. 16s. for refraction. 

24. — !$T. JOHN BAPTIST AND MIDSUHMBft BAT. 

This day is celebrated in the Christian church in 
honor of the nativity of John the Baptist, the fore- 
nmner of our Saviour, and the Elias of the New 
Testament. He was the son of tiie aged priest 
ZadiariaB^ and Elizabeth; and his birth and work 
were predieted by the angel Gabriel.* Having 
preached against Herod's marriage with his bro* 
therms wife» die was so enraged that, in revenge, she 
contilved to get him beheaded. 

Tbxte are many superstitions customs connected 
with this day, and its eve ; some Of which are stilt 
believed by llie credulous. One of these is thus 
mentioned in a tale called The Mm rf SL John^ 
by our {rieasaot American friend, Mr. Paulding, 
iii^om we have before introduced to our readers :— 

*< The Festival of St. John is, among the Greek 
girls, a period peculiarly interesting. The Christian 
rd%ioii which they profess has banished, it is true, 
a whole train of pagan rites and superstitions ; but 
in many instances it has preserved them, or siibstt^ 
tuted others in thdr places. The human mind, at 
least amodg the ignorant, or the inexperienced, 
requireH the excStement of a little superstition ; and 
iSbB wisest and most virtuous reformers have been 
willing to pay deference to our nature, by leaving* 
M still in possession oieame little playthings of this 
•orft» with which the imagination, half believing, 
half njeoting, half jesting, and half in earnest, may 
divert itself at stated seasons. 

^ it was on the Eve of St. John, in the year one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty, that a party of 
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six or eight Greek giris ymre colleeled in one of' 
those delightftil retreats of the island, #Hich erekl 
the hand of despotism has not yet entirely blighted. 
It was a valley, almost circular, into which a lai^e 
stream descended from the surrounding hills^ on 
entering the vale it separated itself into a number 
of little rivulets, that wandered in devious meander^ 
ings, at a distance from each other, addfaig riehhess 
to the verdure, and new freshness to- the groves. 
The .fields were enamelled with a thousand vatfMS 
flowers^ and the woods composed of an ittfinife Va- 
riety of odoriferous trees and shrubs. The orange, 
Itemon, and citron, intertwined their kindretl 
branches ; the almond tree and pomegrantitet wHh 
its rich purple fruits^ mingled their shade; and, 
while one of the senses regaled itself widi the ohoie- 
est fruits, another banqueted on the most deKdou^ 
odors. All was luxury, repose, and rilence, un^ 
broken except by the voices of a thousand turtle 
doves, cooing a soft and melodious accdmpanimetir 
to the sweet reveries, and ever varying luxuries of 
the imagination. 

^* A little chapel, consecrated to St. John, and 
almost decayed — for Christianity in those regMns 
exhibits little else but ruins — reared ' its old grey 
walls and gothic spire among the tufted foliage; 
and near it was a fountain, once dedicated to tlie 
nymph Silence, now in ruins, but the waters of 
which still flowed as pure as crystal. It was here 
that tbe little group of ^rls was ansdously collected^ 
to practise the long hallowed mysteries of die Eve 
of St. John. In breathless silence they filed a hu^e 
vase from the fountain, widi what is caAed the 
Secret Water. Into this, each threw an apple, of a 
differ^Qt color, or otherwise distinguidied, so that 
each might recognise her own. The opening of 
the vase was then carefully closed, and it was placed 
dn the pedestal of a broken column, to remain aft 



nigta in Uie «pen air. They then departed as they 
cwEie» without uttering, a word. The neast mornings 
the same group hied again to the ruined church) 
aady after performing the morning service^ eagerly, 
yet hesitatingly, hastened to the spot to ascertain 
the etEeci of &e charm, and to learn who were to be 
tbeur future husbands* With pious care they took 
dotwn the vase. and opened it, and each in a small 
vassd dipped out some of the watar with her own 
appte. Every oae then, after maki^ three ^igns of 
the cHMy fervently uttered the following prayer i-^ 
'< Great and good St* John, ordain if I am to wed 
tiieiaan of my heart, this vessel may turn to the 
rights and if he is not to be my husband, that it may 
turn to the left." After this address, the eldest of 
the girls clasped her hands together, in such a man-^ 
near that her two thumbs projected above, inclining 
outwards at the same time, while another of the girls 
(riaoed heirself immediately before her, and did the 
saiae. On these four thumbs, thus arranged, was 
plaoad the vessel containing the secret water and 
die charmed ^iple, and it was then held up at arm's 
kmgtfa to see which way it would turn. In this 
HMuyier, each one in succession consulted the ora* 
okfy and each was thoroughly convinced that the 
vessel turned either to the right or to the left, by the 
fecial agency of St. John. It was interesting to 
SM the air of sadness, or exultation, of these simple 
votaries, according as the vessel had pronounced the 
disappointment or accomplishment of their innocent 
antteipations/' 

A curious custom in France, connected with this 
p^iod, and called The Black Wedding of Bas Poi« 
teu^ Is thus recorded in the JLiterary OaMeHe .*— 

** In the marshes of Bas-Poitou, m France, there 
stIU esrista a singular custom, which may be traced to 
the ceremonies of the Egyptiuis and other people of 
die highest imtiquity. The country of Bas-Poitou 
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18 subject to aanual inundations ; and, from autnooNa 
to spring, the inhabitants can neither leave their 
houses nor return to them, but in small flat-bottom^ 
ed boats, which the least gust of wind will i^^t s 
these punts,, as they may be called, are made of a 
few planks, nailed together, stopped, and pitched^ 
and are much less safe and ingenious in their ooi^ 
struction than the justly-admired cimoes of the «»* 
vages, hollowed out of the branch of a single 4x«tt. 
Wood is extremely scarce in this part ot the ooiuh 
try .; and as it is very difficult, and c^n im{KM»ible> 
to convey it hitlier, the ingenuity ctf the iidiabitanlt 
has been taxed to find a substitute ior it in a fuel 
by which they may keep themselves warm in tbei 
winter, and prepare iheir food through<mt the year« 
From time immemorial, the icdiabitants of thea^ 
marshes have had their peculiar fuel : it conmts o£ 
the dung of their animals dried and prepared, which> 
supplies the place of wood. During the year,. Acgf 
take care to pile up this dung in the pastures, and toi 
make heaps of it near their houses. About tiis^ 
time of the Feast of St. John, the grand mam^feo^ 
tore of this simple fuel takes place, and the. event is. 
celebrated with univei'sal rejoiciug^***withLthe ke^i* 
ing of what is called the Black WedMng. Several 
£Emiilie% men, women, children, mastexs, men-ser- 
vants,i and maid-servants, meet together, in diff^ 
rent parts, to make the dung into fuel : ti^ molsto» 
it with water, and employ the oxen to break andl 
tread it \ straw is cut up and mixed with it, to give 
it a consistency ; they next form it into cakes, 4nd 
spread it out in the pastures and by the sides of their 
houses to dry: they afterwards put it up in pile% 
and bum» it ii» the same manner as turf, and it ann 
swers every purpose of that useful fuel* The pro- 
duce of this black wedding might be suppos^ ti^ 
emit a disagreesAle odour, and to be otherwise uih 
pleasant to the inhabitants ; but long practice hua 
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€iiaUed the women to manage it so skilfiiUy^ that 
with the addition of some small wood and a little 
,rtraw, a bright good fire is made, without much 
smoke or smell. Theldays which are devoted to the 
preparation of the dung are considered festival days 
dirougfaottt the country. The people occupy them- 
aehes with alacrity and cheerfulness in this impor- 
tant manufacture ; and their labour, which is fre- 
quently extended to a late hour in the evenings is 
sweetened by recreation : it is always followed by 
^e song and the dance, and the toils of the day are 
washed down by copious draughts of wine. The 
rich people and the great landholders invite their 
ftiends and neighbours to this wedding : it is a sea- 
son devoted to joy and equality. These meetings 
and rural CStes are called the black weddings, either 
so account of the peculiar occupation in which the 
peasants are engaged, because they put on their 
liirtiest and worst clothes, — or on account of the 
rejoicings being carried on in the night. Whatever 
Biay be the origin of the name, it is quite as appro- 
priate as that of the green day given to feasts held 
in the spring, at which nothing was eaten that was 
sot peculiar to the season.'' 

29. — ST. PETea. 

This apostle, bom at Bethsaida, was tbV%on of 
Jonas, and brother of St. Andrew. His first name 
was Simon, but when our Saviour called him to the 
apostleship, he changed his name into Cephas, that 
is, in Syriac, a stone, or a rock ; in Latin, petra, 
whence Peter. He was a married man, and had in 
his house, his mother-in-law, and his wife at Caper- 
naum, upon the lake of Gennesareth. Peter was 
remarkable for his zeal, which he displayed upon 
many occasions, particularly in the garden, when 
his master was apprehended, on which occasion he 
(kpew Jiis tword, and cut off the ear of the servant of 
the high priest. But when he entered the hall of 
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Caiaphus, and was recognised as oae of the J&aei^ 
pies, be repeatedly denied the eharge, till die cook 
crew, and then remembering our Lord's predietiotiy 
that before the cock crew twice be woukl deny him 
thrice, Peter went out and wept After the ascen- 
sioa of our Saviour, he preached a £unous sermoa 
at Jerusalem, by which some thousands were oob«- 
verted. He was thrown into prison by Herod 
Agrippa, in die year 44, from whence he was re* 
leased by an angel. During the persecution of 
Nero, in 66, he suffered martyrdom by being cra*> 
cified with his head downwank. 

St. Peter's at Rome is splendidly illuminated on 
the celebmtion of this day. *^ The expense of whidi 
(observes the author of Home in the NineisetUh 
Century,) and of the girandola, wh^i repeated two 
successive evenings, as they invariably are, at tlie 
festival of St. Peter, in one thousand crowns; whea 
only exhibited one night, they cost seven hundred* 
Eighty men were employed in the instantaneous 
illumination of the lamps, which to us seemed tbe 
work of enchantment: they were so posted as to be 
unseen." 

Among the new edifices, erected by His Majesty's 
Commissioners for building new churches, is a 
spacious one dedicated to this saint, on Walworth 
common, a short distance from Camberwell turn- 
pike. 
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Slisitronomfral #tmrrmte0 

In June, 1830. 

A daxzliBg^ point emerges from the sea; 
It spreads ;^-it rises :-*now it seems a dome 
Of baming gold ; it rests upon the rim 
Of waters ; lingers there a moment ; then 
6oa»np, 

It is the hour of noon : the god of day 
Stands on the Highest pinnacle itf heaven^ 
Glorious, majestic, inexpressibly bright. 

ATHERSTONE. 

SOLAR PHENOMENA. 

The Sun enters Cancer at 50 m. past 11 in the 
morning of the 21st of this months according to 
the tabular zodiac; his position in the zodiac of 
nature is between Propus, a small star in the Via 
liBctea, and 17 in Gemini ; the distance of his centre 
from the equinoctial is on this day equal to the 
obliquity of the ecliptic. 

The Sun having attained his greatest northern 
declination^ all within the arctic circle enjoys per- 
petual day 5 at the verge of this circle, his orb just 
sinks below the horizon, and instantly re-ascends ; 
while at the ant&rctic circle, he rises for an instant 
and then disappears, leaving all within its boun- 
dary to the gloom and dreariness of their long 
wintry night, in some degree compensated by the 
almost constant presence of the Moon, the brightly 
beaming of the stai-s in Argo Navis, Centaurus, and 
the Southern Cross, and the brilliant corrusoations 
of the Aurora Australis. 

SOLAR SPOTS. 

Owing to the illuminated atmosphere of the 
Aa 
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nights of this and the succeeding months, but few 
opportunities present themselves for telescopic ob- 
servation of minute objects in the starry sky ; it 
may be recommended to the youthful astronomer 
to direct his attention to the solar disc, with the 
precaution of using coloured glasses to screen the 
eye ; a course of observations on the Sun's glorious 
body will prove a source of astonishment, and in- 
teresting contemplation. 

The solar spots were first observed in England 
in December 1610; the first discovery of them is 
contended for by Galileo, Scheiner, and Harriot ; 
from 1611 to 1629, the Sun's disc was scarcely 
ever free firom spots; fi-om 1650 to 1670, but few 
spots were seen, and about a century since they 
were very seldom observed, not more than one in 
' five or seven years appearing ; of late years the 
Sun's orb has rarely been seen without them, and 
some of these covering great parts of his sur£Etee. 

If a circular spot enters on the disc, it is appa- 
rently at first narrow, with a similar curvature to 
that of the edge of the disc ; in advancing towards 
the centre it assumes an elliptical form; at the 
centre it appears of its true figure ; as it retreats, 
it re-assumes its oval form, and contracting to a 
line, after having traversed the disc, disappears at 
the western edge ; a similar appearance with mo- 
difications may be observed with spots of other 
forms, which proves that the Sun is a globular 
body, rotating on its axis. 

On the 20th May, 1829, twenty-eight spots of 
considerable magnitude were observed, besides se- 
veral minute ones in the vicinity of the larger, the 
whole extending from the eastern to the western 
edge, and occupying a zone nearly sixty de^ees 
in breadth ; the bright mottled appearance called 
faculae was very conspicuous towards the western 
regions. 
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The Solar Disc, as it appeared the 23rd of October, 1829. 




The Central Spots magnified. 



# 



The most pleasing and satisfactory method of ex- 
amining the solar spots, and tracing their progress 
from day to day, is by placing the object end of a 
Aa2 
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telescope with the axis directed to the Sun^ through 
an apertnre in the shutter of a darkened room, 
which will transmit his image in the most distinct 
manner on any suitable medium employed to re- 
ceive it, such as white paper, or a disc of plaster of 
Paris, carefully levelled, and fixed in a frame^ so 
that its surface may be at right angles to the axis 
of the instrument ; in this way the Sun's image 
may be magnified several feet, and the spots more 
than an inch in diameter. 

Table of the Sun's Rising and Setting far every 
fifih day. 

Jane Ist, San rises 33 m. after 3, sets 7 m. after 8 

eth, 49 3, .. 11 8 

11th, 46 3, .. 16 8 

16th, 43 3, .. 17 8 

21st, 43 3, .. 17 8 

44 3, .. 16 8 



Equation of Time. 

To find the true time fi*om the apparent, a cor- 
rection must be used as in the following 

Table of the Equation of Time for every fifth day. 

ID* 8* 

Taesday, June 1st, from the time by tiie dial tfihtrmtt 2 36 

Sanday, — eth, 1 47 

Friday, —11th, 61 

Wednesday, — 16th, to the time by the dial add • . • • 10 

Monday, —21st, 115 

Saturday, —26th, 2 20 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

P/iases of the Moon. 

Full Moon 6th day at 19 m. after 2 in the afiem. 

Last Quarter 13th 49 .... lOatnig^ht. 

New Moon 20th «... 3 ..•• 3intfaeaftem. 
First Quarter 28th .... 16 3inthemom. 

Moon*9 Passage over the Meridian. 

The Moon will pass the meridian of Greenwich 
at the following times, yiz. 
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June Ist, at 34 m. after 8 in the eTenij^g. 

2nd,. .17 9 

3rd,.. I 10 

4th, ..46 10 

6th,. .33 11 

l:Sth, ..40 4uithennnibur. 

Idth, ,.31 «,,,.. 5 

14th,. .32 6 

ldth,..13 7 

16th,.. 6 8 

26th,.. diadieafteinooii. 

27th,, 43 6 

28tb,..26 6 

20th, . . 7 7 in the eveninr. 

30th,.. 51 7 

P9EN0MENA PLANETARUM. 
Phoies rf f^emu^ 
im^ l«|.-p~IllBiiiinated part ^r &87)H)7 
Dark part =6.12003 

Bolipses 4}/tk8 SataUtu cf Jupiter. 
IMMERSIONS. 

First Satellite, 7th day, 49 tn. 4 8. after midnight 

82d .. 6.. 15 llatfligfat 

30th .. 0.. 47 ...... lintheMm. 

Second Satellite, 6th .. 22.. 46 ...... midnight 

TbiKd Satellite, 20th .. 36.. 66 linthemoni. 

Fourth Satellite, 17th .. 46.. 24 llatnight. 

EMERSION. 
FovtbSateUite,18th day, 16 ». 68 9. after 2 in the mora. 

0»ti^MCfJm of the MwnwUh the Planeis and 
Stare. 

#«ftB3rd, with « in Virgo ..;al linthenom. 
Mw .. d..8agittaiiiui, midnii^ 
13th, . . X . . Aquarius. . 1 in the mora. 

20th, . . Mercniy 3 

dOth, .. ;» in Virgo ....llatnight. 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury vAlh be stationary on the Srd and ^ih 
of this month. In his inferior conjunction at half- 
past 6 of the evening of the 15th. 
Aa3 
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HARMONY OF TflE SPHERES. 

The melody supposed to be sent forth by the 
starry host in their ceaseless revolutions, was a 
favorite notion of the philosophers and poets of 
antiquity. Apollo was represented playing upon a 
harp of seven strings, the symbol of the Sun and 
planets, the strings representing the different dis- 
tances of the rolling orbs.. This harmony they 
attributed to the various proportionate impression? 
acting at proper intervals ; they could not conceive 
that such prodigious bodies moving with such ra- 
pidity should be silent, for the atmosphere being 
continually impelled by them, a set of sounds must 
necessarily be produced agreeable to the impres- 
sions received, and the diversity and velocity of their 
motions; all these directed by the hand of the 
Almighty, producing, a sympathy of nielodious 
chords : the Moon, as being the lowest of the pla- 
nets, corresponded to mi ; Mercury, to /a; Venus, 
to sol; the Sup, to la; Mars, to si; Jupiter, to ui; 
Saturn, to re ; and the fixed stars, as being the 
highest of all, to mi, or the octave. 

The allusions to this divine harmony are very 
frequent in ancient writings ; *^ The stars move in 
their course rejoicing.'^. ''The morning stars sang 
together." *' Thee l invoke, thou self-created 
Being, who gave birth to nature, and whoni light 
and darkness, and the whole train of globes and 
planets, encircle with .eternal nnisic/' Also in 
later times, the immortal Shakspeare, in hfs '* Mer-- 
chant of Venice :" 

Look how the floor of heaven 
Is thick inlaid with patterns of bright gold. 
There's not the amaUest^itar which thou b^^rfd^sW 
But in his motion, like an angel, sings. 
Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubim. 
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Though the music of the spheres^ regarded in its 
true light, is only an elegant fiction, Addison in his 
beautifiil hymn, *^ The spacious firmament on high,'' 
has given it more than an ideal existence, every 
verse of which suggests the idea of melody. 

Among modem poets, Henry Kirtre White h&s 
the following beautiful passage on this subject : 

Who is it leads the planets on their dance— 
The mighty sisterhood? Who is it strikes 
The harp of universal harmony? 

Hark I His the voice of planets on their dance^ 
Led by the arch contriver. Beautiful 
The harmony of order ! How they sing ! 
The regulated orbs upon their path 
Through the wide trackless ether sing, as though 
A siren sat upon each glittering gem. 
And made fair music, such as mortal hand 
Ne'er raised on the responding chords ; more like 
The mystic melody that oft the bard 
Hears in the strings of the suspended harp, 
Touched by some unknown beings that reside 
In evening breezes, or, at dead of night. 
Wake in the long, shrill pauses of the wind. 

To which may be added another, by Atherstone, 
in his ^* Midsummer Day's Dream f a beautiful spirit 
is addressing a son of earth . 

'' Thou seest these shining orbs 
That wing their smooth way through the fields of ether ; 
And thou didst hear on earth the seas and hills 
Giving out joyful music :—think'st thou then 
These mighty worlds are voiceless ? 

To thine «ur. 
Unopened, what a d-eep and awfbl silenee 
Is in these lonely realms of endless space I 
The murmur of a stream, the gende cooing 
Of a young dove, breaking upon this hush. 
Would seem to thee as loud as a cataract; 
But thou Shalt know that silence is not here, 
Nor dead yaonity : throagboat all space 
Nature hath her own music ; all that gives 
To the eye beauty, yields, to gifted ears, 
A melody as beauteous. listrai^nowr' 
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Snoh a» I noYtr bead, and ooald not hear 

With waUng sense, and live : nor can I tell. 

Nor coald man cbmprehend, by atny force 

Of words, ibe fieikaty, the sablinity 

Of that o'erwfafiimhkg cboras ; for, at once 
. Wmm evefj star Diere issoad forth a voioe 
^"That might have sounded to the uttermost ends 

Of space,«-majestic, awftil ; yet inspiring 

Joy, tenderness, devotion, rapture, — all 

That melts the spirit down in hliss, or lifts. 

Expands, and glorifies, as if it felt 

The presence of the actual Deity. 

At once the mighty sjpheres sent up their song 

In various and magnificent harmony ; 

Each twinkling star among the countless host 

Chanted exnltinglyi with tone distinct 

As if alone it sang ; yet all commixed 

In wondrous chorus : and the sun above 

Poured out his voice as if the infinitude 

Of space were filled with deep melodious thunder. 

The author of the " Opening of the Sixth Seal" 
has the following ; 

Eaeh f amfing srni, acomd 
Held planetary orbs their mystic dance 
That never had Itnewn ehmge ; wot^lds abofve wetMs, 
Cooattess as pearly drops that gem the aoead 
On vernal morn, lay pillowed on liie sky ; 
And in the centre of die wondrous whole 
The Deity Himself, benignant still, 
Ouiding, protecting them, the Spirit of life 
Transfused, and Omnipresent, reigned o'er aQ. 

So they went on in harmony, «nd Ibbcw 
Each, its prescribed come ; and, aa tinqr foHcd^ 
Celestial music through the boundless space 
Incessant roamed, the ansie «f tiie npfaeraa. 
To mortal ears InaadiUe, but oft 
Bj listening seraphs, in their viewieM flight 
On lighf 8 pure puiena, raptnied Ittard.; m tlMgr 
In smooth unerring oourse, thnMigii ether fled. 
Rapidly rolling, and vrith halloified Beog, 
Together hymned sweet mamo to their Qmsk* 

Exquisitely beatitiful also are the aSosions to tbfe 
heavenly music in '* Tba Iiotf Pleiad^" by the 
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lovely unthoress of ^'The Improrisatrice." The 
poetic fiction depends on that often quoted verse of 
Ovid: 

*' Quae septen dki, sex tament esse soient/' 

Which sevmi are called, though only Hg appear. 

from which it is supposed that one of these stars 
has disappeared from the cluster ; the asterism of 
the Pleiades bears some resemblance to a lyre. 

And who were they» the lovely seven. 
With shape of ear&, and home in heaven 7 
Daughters of King Atlas they. 

Six were brides in sky and sea, 
To some crowned divinity ; 
Bat his youngest, loveliest one. 
Was as yet unwooed, unwon. 

This lovely Pleiad (Cyrene) becomes the bride 
of an earthly prinqe^ and each day is passed in the 
sweetest intercourse — 

till the night 
Called on her stany host for light ; 
And that bright lyre arose on high , 
With its fair watchers to the sky. 

Borne fcy music on iheir way, 
Every chord a living ray, 
Sinking on a song-Uke breese 
The Lyre of the Pleiades. 
With its seven fair sisters bent 
O'er their starry instrument. 
Each a star upon her brow. 
Somewhat dim in day^iigiif s glow. 
That clasped the flashing coronet 
On their midnight tresses set. 

This bright, this half immortal bride, who had 
left her glorious sphere, is deserted by Prince 
Cyris. 

They parted as all lovers part, 

She with her wronged, her breaking heart. 

But he rejoicing he is free. 
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— ^was the red liue of twilight's hour 
That lighted vp the forest bower, 
Where that sad Pleiad looked her last. 
The white wave of his plume is past ; 
, She raised her listexdng head in yain^ ' 

To catch his echoing step again. 
Then bowed her face upon her hand, 

And once or twice a bnming tear 
Wandered beyond their white command, 

And mingled with the waters- clear: 
^Tis said, that even from that day, 
Those waters caught their diamond ray. 
The evening shades closed o^er the sky. 
The night winds sang their melody : 
They seemed to ronse her from the dream 
That diained hw by that lonely stream. 
She came when first the stany lyre 
Tinged the green wave with kindling fire ; 
** Come, sister/' sang they, " to Ihy place;" 
The Pleiad ffased, then hid her face : 
Slowly that lyre rose while th^ sung,— • 
Alas tiiere is one chord unstmng. ' 
It rose until Cyrene^s ear 
No longer could its music iiear ; 
She sought the fountain, and flung there 
The crown that bound her raven hair ! 
The starry crown, the sparkles died> 
Bukening within its fated tide. 
She sinks by that lone wave , — ^'tis past — 
There the lost Pleiad breathed her last 
No mortal hand e'&t made her grave ; 
But one pale rose was seen to wave. 
Guarding a sudden growtii of flowers, 
Not like those sprang in summer houn, 
But pale and drooping ; each appears 
As if their only dew were tears. 
On that sky Ijrre a €lionl is mate : 

Haply one echo yet remains. 
To linger on the poet's lute, 

And tell in its most mournful strains, 
«*-A star hath left its native sky, 
To toudi our cold earth, and to die. 
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For June, 183a 

It was the morning of a day in spiingt 
The son looked gladness from the eastern sky ; 
Birds were upon the trees and on the wing, 
And all the air was rich with melody ; 
The heayen, the calm hloe heaven was bright on high ; 
Earth laughed beneath, in all its freshening green ; 
The free blue stream, in joy went murmuring by, 
And many a sunny glade and flowery scene 
Gleamed out, like thoughts of yeuth,*^ life's troubled years 
between. 

Th^ rose's breath upon the south wind came,— 
Oft, as its whisperings, the young branches stirred. 
And flowers, for which the poet hath no name ; 
While, 'midst the blossoms of the grove was heard 
The murmur of the restless humming bird ; 
Waters were dancing in the mellow light, 
And joyous tones, and many a cheerful word, 
Stole on the charmed ear with soul delight. 
As waits on soft sweet tones of music heard at night. 

The night dews lay in the half-open flower, 
Like hopes that nestle in the youthful breast. 
And ruffled by the light airs of the hour, 
Awoke the clear lake from its glassy rest ; 
Far blending with the blue and distant west. 
Lay the dim woodlands, and the quiet gleam 
Of amber clouds, like islands of the blest, 
Glorious and bright, and changing like a dream, 
And lessening fast away beneath the intenser beam. 

Songs were amid the mountains far and wide 
And songs were on the green slopes blooming nigh ; 
While 'mid the springing flowers on every side, 
Upon its painted wings, the butterfly 
Roamed a sweet blossom of the sunny sky ; 
The visible smile of joy was on the scene ; 
'Twas a bright vision but too soon to die : 
Spring may not linger in her robes of green — 
Autumn, in storm and shade, shall quench the summer sheen. 

W. G. C. CLARKE. ' 
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Our gardens and fields are now decorated wilii 
the beauties of spring, and every region presents 
the most delightful aspect. June is the most en- 
chanting season in the year. Insensible enough to 
all the beauties of nature must that person be, who 
prefers the drowsy influence of bed, and the con- 
fined limits of a gloomy chamber, to the freshness 
and brilliancy of a June morning. From the first 
hour of dawn, to the last gleam of returning day, 
all is exhilerating and joyous. Long before the sun 
rises, or the eastern sky has become red with its i^- 
proach, I hear the lyric lark, the messenger of the 
morning, with his loud shrill voice, soaring as he 
sings, thus giving his early notice to the rest of the 
tunefiil nations. Forth they come, each to pour 
forth his ofiering of praise. What a contrast this 
to the long unbroken silence of winter ! The return 
of the birds is among the surest harbingers of spring. 
It is pleasing to see thje robin, which, shy and sus- 
picious, has ranged the deepest woods (or the bitter 
berries of winter, now returning to us, to renew bis 
summer acquaintance, to build again his nest on the 
elm at the door, and again to gather crumbs be- 
neath our windows. 

How delightful at this season is a country life ; 
but rural retirement, to be fully enjoyed, requires 
the exercise of much more mental activity than is 
, commonly supposed. Men of heavy, sensual na- 
tures, only sleep away existence in such situations. 
The luxury of sunshine and green fields, can no 
more than any other luxury, yield a long delight of 
itself; and when the senses have once become ac- 
quainted with its sweetness, and the flowers and the 
singing of birds are no longer a novelty, the wilder* 
ness, to such people, is as well without roses as with. 
The beauty of country solitude lies, like the sweet- 
est flowers, wrapped up in leafy glens, and in paths 
that are hidden from careless eyes» beneath the 
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Ixmg grass of lonely meadows, and old frowning 
rocks and ancient trees. To be discovered, it must 
be looked for with the eye of all the senses ;^in the 
still morning and the stiller night; in the &ce and 
in spite of the biting winter blast, as well as when 
the summer comes in at our doors and windows to 
call us forth. — New Monthly Magazine. 

The lovely and talented authoress of the following 
song, when she wrote it, must have been impressed 
with similar feelings to thp above. 

NATIVE HOME. 

A BONO, BT MISS EMMA ROBERTS. 

Upon the Ganges' regal stream, 
y The sun's bright splendors rest, 

And gorgeously the noon«tide beam 

) Reposes on its breast : 
Bat in a small secluded nook, 

Beyond the western sea, 
There rippling glides a narrow brook, 

Thaf s dearer flEur to me. 

The lory perches on my hand. 

Caressing to be fed. 
And spreads its plumes at mylx>mmand, 

And stoops its purple head ; 
Bat where the robin, humble guest. 

Comes flying from the tree, 
Which bears its unpretending nest, 

Alas ! Fd rather be. 

The fire-fly flashes through the sky, 

A meteor rich and bright ; 
And the wide space around, on high. 

Gleams with its emerald light ; 
Though glory tracks that shooting star, 

And bright its splendors shine, 
The glow-worm's lamp is dearer far 

To this sad heart of mine. 

Throughout the summer year, the flowers 

In idl the flush of bloom, 
Clustering around the forest bowers, 

Exhale their rich perfume. 
Bb 
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f lie ^8%) aad tbe ^rittrdse ^pale, 

Tkoogb 0ceiitle08 th^y oMy be^ 
Tbatgem a for, far distant yale. 

Are mucb more priaed by me. 

The loins <^^s its cbaltces. 

Upon tbe tank's broad lake, 
Wbere India's stately palaces 

Tbeir ample mirrors make : 
But reckless of ea<^ tower and donie^ 

Tbe si^endid and the grand, 
I languish for a cottage home 

Within my native land. 
Benares. Forget me iVot, 1830. 

During tins month tbe gardens assume tbe most 
pleasing appearance of any period in the year. Tbe 
plants now in flower are too numerous to specify ; 
tbe principai^luxwever, are ttie moss Provence ros^ 
(rosa muscosas) douWe yellow rose, (rosa sul-* 
phurta;) yellow rose, (rom lutea;) guelder rose, 
(viburnum cpulus;) doubtful poppy, -(papaver 
dubium;) early red poppy, (papaver 9rgemone\) 
maiden pink, (dianthus deltoides;) garden pink, 
(dianthus hortensisy) Indian pink, (dianthus $%• 
nensis;) sensitive plant, (mimosa sensitiva;) dwarf 
larkspur, (delphinium Jljacisi;) sweet William, (di- 
anthus barbatus;) sword lily, (gladiolus communis;) 
Turk's-cap lily, (lilium pomponium;) orange lily, 
(lilium bulbefkrum;) white lily, (lilium candidum.) 

TO A LILY FLOWERING BY MOONkMGHT. 

O, why, thou lily pale, 

Loyest thou to blossom in the wan moon^light, 

And shed thy rich perfume upon the night? 

When all thy sisterhood. 

In silken cowl and hood, / 

Screen their soft faces iVom the sickly gale ? 
Fair homed Cynthia woos thy modest flower. 

And wiUi ber beaming lips 

Thy kisses cold she sips. 
For thou art aye her only paramour ; 
Wbat time she nightly quits ber starry bower, 
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Trick'd in celestial light 

And silver crescent bright. 
Oh ! ask thy vestal queen 

If she will then advise^ 

Where in the blessed sides 
That maiden may be seen, 
Who hung like thee her pale head thro' the day, 
Love-sick and pining for the evening ray ; 
And lived a virgin chaste, amid the folly 
Of thu bad world, and died of melancholy ? 

Ah, tell me where she dwellii ? 

So on thy mournful bells 

Shall Dlan nightly fling 
Her tender sighs to give thee fresh perfhase. 
Her pale night lustre to enhance thy bloom, 

And find thee tear» to feed thy sorrowing. 

LaMe^ Pocket MMfazinc^ 

The foUowiog lines were written oDobserviffg the 
Forget-me-not grovring near a rose-tree in foil 
bloom, of the kind called tlie Pronville l^jo^e, the 
leaves of which are tinged with blue, and which may 
be seen in the highest perfection during the month 
of June, at Lee's nursery. Hammersmith, where 
there are above twelve hundred varieties of that de- 
licate flower. 

THE ENVIOUS ROSES. 

A pretty blue-eyed laughing flower 
Grew wildly near a myrtle bower. 
Where many roses graced the soot, 
Who envied the — Forget me not. 

'' Ah, simple flower I" the rosea cried, 
** You boast a power to us denied ; 
You speak the language of the heart. 
Whilst fragrance only we impart'^ 

At length the roses jealous grew. 
And stole the wild flow'rs tinge of blue, 
Exclaiming, '' Ah, how bleat our lot ! 
We're now like you*— Forget me not" 

Forget me Not, 1830. 

. The following may be very appropriately intro* 
duoed al; this season. 

Bb2 
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LITTLE FLORA'S SONG, 

BT T. K. H£RV£T, ESQ. 

Will yon not buy my flowers ?— 

Fve been on the primrose-bill ; 
I have been where the lily builds silver bowers. 

On the edge of the singing rill : 
I followed the bee where the sallow grows, 

By ihe amurath dim and pale ; 
And I tracked the butterfly's wing to the rose. 

In her palace of her vale I 

Choose what you love the best I — 

All culled in the oool fresh mom ; 
For I wakened the lark from the tulip's breast, 

Jn ihe depth's of the waving com ! 
, A rainbow might have dyed this wreath,— 

It has every scent and hue 
That b born of the west-wind's wooing breath, 

Or waked by the early dew ! 

Fragrant, and sweet, and fair ! 

Yet they neither toil nor spin ; 
But they have not known the touch of care. 

Nor ti^e taint of mortal sin ! 
Beside their beauty pure and lone. 

The glow of earthly fame, 
Or the pomp and pride of Solomon 

Is a vain and empty name ! 

Is not my calling sweet? 

To dwell amid beautiful things,-— 
Flowers giving perfume at my feet. 

And birds — like flowers with wings : 
Oh ! happy they who shun the strife 

Of pride or passion's hours, 
And glide along the calm of life. 

Like me, dispensing flowers ! 

New TsmrU Gtfk. 

There are many garden flower plants which may 
be increased materially at this season by cuttings of 
the lateral shoots of their stems. All slips and cut- 
tings of plants, however, will succeed best, when 
aided by moderate bottom heat, and in a soil of pure 
sand, but without heat. Pinks, camatione^ myrtles, 
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roses (particularly the delicate green house rose, 
{ro8a BmnpervirenSf) have been successfully struck 
by putting into the striking pots, first a layer of 
road sweepings, chiefly silaceoussand; and secondly, 
a thin layer of fresh horse-dung, free from sti*aw, in 
which latter the cuttings are planted : then, by cover- 
ingin the usual way, with hand-glasses, forty-nine in 
fifty cuttings have succeeded. A chip of brick, or a 
bit of cinder, placed so as to keep the end of the cut- 
ting firm and give it stimulus, would be an improve- 
ment. 

This is a busy month in the operations of insects, 
and the entomologist will find an ample fimd of 
amusement in watching the operations of wasps, and 
the mechanical arts of bees : the industry of these 
little creatures is an example worthy human imita- 
tion. 

THE BEES' INVOCATION. 

BY J. R. PRIOR. 

Up ! the rosy light appears 
Beaatifal in orient spheres ; 
Through the windows of the leaves. 
Through the grasses' liquid sheaves. 
Far and wide the air is winging. 
Sweet and true the birds are singing, 
Sloth will canker, toil will hless, — 
Forth and meet the flowers' caress. 

Dainty blossoms, rich and rare. 

Open, void of sin or care ; 

Tirtue's honey they contain 

Sweeter for the day-break rain : 

Up and climb the hill of joy, 

Forth and hymns with toil employ ; 

Broader, brighter, daylight beams 

On woodlands, yalleys, glens and streams. 

By the tide of time 'tis fair; 
Up, and swim the sea of air ; 
By tiie dial's dew-like tears, 
The bovgh oCleeiiBg draws awl bean» 
Bb3 
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Fortti, and Natttre's merey praiw, 
Seek her fifts and reiton mya; 
Tbink that fUttms may fidl and cloM 
Both oar labors and the roae. 

By oar free examples wronght, 
Hope 18 fed and peace is taaght. 
Moments in oar circles ran, 
Faith we saccoar, sloth we shnn. 
Troth's the essenoe of oar breath 
first drawn to the last<^-and death ; 
Wax and honey in oar store^ 
iftappy !— forth, we toil for more ! 
Up \ and catch the lock of time- 
Forth !«— enjoy the passing prime. 

As swallows^ and most migratory birds^ are now 
busy in the work of incubation ; and nearly all eong^ 
birds become silent soon after midsumnoier, we ahdl 
close this month with an extract from Mr. Jeniikig^B 
Omithologia^ a volume containing much infonna* 
tion as well as amusement to the lovers of that 
delightful study : — 

THE BANQUET. 

Behold now the bananet t And, first, we remark^ 

That the hcmqueting-haU was a large shady park; 

The table a glade — cloth a carpet of green, 

Where sweet-smelling sbrabs strew'd about might be seen. 

The lilac pat forth her delights in the vale ; 

Other spnng-fldwers' edoars were mix'd with the gale; 

With encoaraging smile nature sat at tiie feast; 

Her converse a ohann that enraptured each goesl. 

The viands were various to suit every taste, 

Got together by moffie^ assisted by luaU: 

The dishes, all simple^ no surfeit jproduce : 

Nor did wine's efferrescenee excite to abuse. 

There was com*-— tc»Aea<, aatty harUv, for many a tVnrI ; 

There was prass for the Goose, and a nunug for the OwL 

There were p€u$e for the Rook» as an elegant treat ; * 

For the Crow there was earrton, he glories to eat 

The Bullfinch's feast was some buds from the plom, 

That, torn fresh from the tree, made the gardener look glum. 

For Pheasants and Nighttngales, mtu' toft were found ; 

And /lie» for the Swaitow»i> wh e n aKwmd* 
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For the Sea-g^U was many a eoehefU^er'grvib ; 

Many Warblers pickM wwmu from the tree or tiie dumb ; 

The Sea-birds directed attentiott to 4t& ; 

The Duck partook almost of every cosh. 

For the Swan were some water-vlanU plackM from the pond ; 

Of^A the King-fishers eyinced they were fond. 

The Diyers, Grebes, Goillemots, Water-Rails, too. 

On the dishes oifisK all instinctiyely flew. 

Per the Goldfinch was graundgel^ a delicate bit ; 

There was sunfiower-seed for the saucy Tomtit. 

For the Crane was an eel ; for the Thrash was a nM; 

And harky for Partridge, for Pigeon, and QuaiL 

For the Cuckoo, an earthworm — ^his greatest delight ; 

Some Hawks, of fowl, flesh, or fish, seiz'd what they might ; 

But the Kestril, a numee to all dainties preferred ; 

While the Shrike pounced, at once, on some poor helpless 

bird. 
For the House-Sparrow, wA«a^— he's reputed a thief; 
The Eagle himself got a slice of rem-heif. 
The Turkey of apples partook as a treat, 
And the Cock and Hen caught up a hema cfcpld mMl. / 
The Dessert ! — It consisted of only one thing ; 
A eUar stream of water just fresh from the spring. 
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The Romans called this month Julius, in honor 
df Julius Caesar, who was born on the twelfth day 
of it* It was previously called Quintili$, on account 
of its being the fifth month of the Romulean year. 
The Saicotis called it Hew-monath, from the hay- 
harvejst. 

2. — ^VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MART. 

A festival to. commemorate the journey of tbe 
Virgin Mary to visit the mother of St. John the 
Baptist^ in the mountain of Judea. The celebration 
of this day was instituted by Pope Urban VI. and 
afterwards confirmed by the council of Basil in 
1441. 

3. — ^OOO-DATS BEGIN. 

On this day commence, according to tbe Alma- 
nack, the Canicular, or Dog-days, which are a cer«- 
tain number of days preceeding and following tbe 
heliacal rising of Canicula, or the Dog-star, in the 
morning. Their beginning is usually fixed in the 
calendars, on the 3rd of July, and their termination 
on tbe 11th of August; but this is a palpable mia-* 
take, since the heliacal rising of this star does nor 
now take place, at le^st in our latitude, till near Ae 
latter end of August; and in five or six thousand 
years more, Canicula may chance to be charged 
with bringing firost and snow, as it will tben,*owing 
to the precession of the equinoxes, rise in No* 
vember and December.*— J5u<2erV Chronological 

EitttC%9€8m 

Some authors say, frcnn Hippocrates to Pliny, 
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tb»t die day this star first rises in the momiog^ the 
sea boils, wine turns sour, dogs begin to grow mad, 
the bile increases and irritates, and ^ animals 
gwyr languid; also, that the diseases it usually 
Qoeasions ip men, are burning fevers, hysterics, and 
phreusies. The Romans sacrificed a brown dog 
every year to Canicula, at his first rising, to appease 
his rage. — Hutton. 

4/-HraANSLiLTI0N OF ST. MARTIN. 

This day was appointed to commemorate the . 
translation or removal of St. Afartin's body to a 
more magnificent tomb. This honor was conferred 
on the Saint by Perpetuus, one of his successors in 
the see of Tours. For the festival of St. Martin, 
JOS the Wih of November. 

THOMAS A BSCKET. 

This festival is appointed for the anniversary of 
the translation of the relics of St. Thomas a Becket 
from the undercroft ol Canterbury cathedral, in the 
year 1220, to a sumptuous shrine at the east end of 
the church, whither they attracted crowds of pil- 
grims, and, according to tradition, worked many 
miracles. 

Becket was the son of a merchant, and born in 
London, in 1119. He was'employed by Henry the 
Second on many important missions, and was re- 
Warded with the chancellorship and the archbishop- 
ric of Canterbury. He now assumed the arrogance 
of a monarch, and quarrelled with the king, who 
seized upon his goods and the revenues of his see. 
Becket accordingly left the country, and at Sens 
resigned his archbishopric into the hands of the 
pope, who returned it to him, with promises of sup- 
port. After a lapse of seven years he returned, 
through the intercession of the French king and the 
pope; but refusing to absolve some bishops and 
others, whom be had excommunicated, the king 
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grewexmgtd, and is mid to have exetaimed, ^ ttm^ 
be was an unhappy prince,'wba maintained a grcsa 
iitunber of Ikwf insigmfieant peraoos about htm, 
none of whom had gratitude, or sphrifl eMogb^ t^ 
rerenge him on a gingle insolent prelate, who gn^ 
him so mucii disturbanee/' On thi^s four knig^tai 
repaired to Canterbury, and assassinated the arch- 
bishop at the altar of his cathedral, Dec. 29, 1171- 
For this the king was obligedj by the pope» to do 
penance at Becket's tomb, where he was scourged 
by the monks, and passed the whole day and night 
fcstingj on the bare stones. The murderers were 
sent on a penance to the Holy Land, where they 
died, and Becket was cadonized two years after. 

15. ST. SWfTHlN;* 

St. Swithin w^s a native of Winchester, cele- 
brated for his virtues. He was the tutor both of 
Ethewolph and of Alfred ; and besides establishing 
churches in most parts of his diocese for the j^pirltual 
advantage of his people, he likewise buiU bridges^ 
sipd other public works. At the back of the altar 
in the cathedral of Winchester, is a cbap€ilj> in w^hicb 
the shrine of St. Swithin was formerly kept ; his 
skull is said to have been deposited In the cathedral 
at Canterbury. Swithin is the patron saint of Win** 
Chester cathedral, and one of the parochial churches 
in that city is also dedicated to him. — ^PTinchester 
Guide. 

Tradition says Bishop Swithin was buried in the 
church-yard at Winchester, from whence it was re- 
solved to remove, or translate, his remains into the 
church, but on the day when his translation was to take 
place it rained violently, and continued to do so for 
the thirty-nine days following, which prevented the 
ceremony, as it was thought that Swithin, disliking 
the exhumation, bad taken this means of manifest- 
ing his objections, and hence the common report of 
forty days' rain. — GentlemarCs Magazine. 
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19. — 1821, — Kl^Q 6£QaGS IV.CEOWNBP, 

My crown is called content: 

A crown itis that seldom kinojs enjoy. 

JShakspeare^s flenrff VL 

19. 1829. AOTHONY HIGHMORB DIED, JETAT. 70. 

A solicitor of Gray's Inn, and a philanthropist of 
some eminence. He published several works, the 
principal of which are 17te History of Mortmain 
and Charitable Uses; Meflections €m the Lmo of 
Ijibel ; A Treatise on the Law of Idiotcy and 
Ltmaey; and A History of Public Charities in the 
Metropolis. He was a friend of the celebrate 
Granville Sharpe, and followed in the steps of rtmt 
j;aod man. A life passed with such a guidiog-star, 
cannot fall to have been one of essential service to 
the great purposes of human life. 

20. ST. MARGARET. 

She was the daughter of a pagan priest, and born 
atAntioch. Refusing to abjure her religion, she 
was first tortured, and then beheaded, in the year 
278. 

22. — ST. MART MAGDALEN. 

This lefitival was instituted by King Edward VL, 
and discontinued at the period of the reformation. 

MARY MAGDALEN. 
From the Sp^nuh of Bartholomi Leonardo de Argemola. 

Blessed, yet sinfa) one, and broken-hearted? 
The crowd are pointing at the thing forlom, 

In wonder and in scorn ; 
Thou weepest days of innocence, departed, 
Thoa weepest, and thy tears have power to move 

The Lord to pity and love. 

The greatest of thy folMes are forgiy'n, 
Even for the least of all the tears that shine 

On that pale cheek of thine. 
Thou didst Icneei down to him who oame from heaven^ 
Evil and ignomat, and thou shait ibe 

Holy, and pare^ and wi»e. 
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It is not maoh tiiat to the fra^prant blossom 
The ragged briar should change, the bitter fir 

Distil Arabian myrrh ; 
Nor that, upon the wintry desert's bosom. 
The harvest shoold rise plenteoas» and the swain 

Bear home the abundant grain. 

But oome and see the bleak and barren mountains 
Thick to their tops with roses, come and see ; 

Leaves on the diy dead tree : 
The perished plant, set out by living fountains, 
Grows fruitful, and its beauteous branches rise, 

For ever, towards the skies. B. 

Many doubts exist as to the identity of Mary 
Magdal^, notwithstanding which there are nu« 
merous churches dedicated to her memory. A 
very ancient one is situated at Eynesbury in Hun- 
tingdonshire, and presents an extremely venerable, 
as well as picturesque, appearance. 







25. — ST. JAMES. 

St. James the Great, the son of Zebedee, and the 
brotfier of John the Evangelist, was born at Betb- 
saida, in Gallilee, and was the first of the apostles 
who suffered martyrdom. 
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It is sapposed that he first preached the gospel to 
the dispersed Jews, and afterwards returned to Ju- 
dea, where he preached at Jerusalem, when the 
Jews excited Herod Agrippa against him, who had 
him bdieaded with a sword, about the year 44* St. 
Q^nent of Alexandria relates, that his accuser was 
so struck with his constancy, that he became con- 
vertedy and suffered with him. The Spaniards pre* 
tend that they had St. James for their apostle, and 
boast of having his body ; but their pretensions have 
been refuted by Baronius in his Annals. 

This is the first day oysters are allowed to be sold 
in London. 

25. — 1827. — THOMAS FCTRLONG, iBTAT. 33* 

EnvT not the poet's name. 
Barken not his dawn of fame ; 
'fls the guerdon of a mind 
'BoTe the thralls of earthly kind : 
'Tis the haven for a soul 
Where the storms of genius roll ; 
It often lights him to his doom— 
A halo round an earthly tomh ? 
The whirling brain and heated brow,— 
Ideas that torture while they grow ; 
The soaring fancy over-fraught, 
The burning agonies of thought; 
The sleepless eye and racking head. 
The airy terrors round him spread ; 
Or freezing smile of apathy, 
Or scowl of green-eyed jealousy ; 
Or haggard want, whose lean hands wave 
Unto a cold, uncover'd grave : 
Oh ! these must win a poef s name ! 
Then darken not his dawn of fame. 

JR. M&fUgomery. 

The life of a poet^ in general, has but little in it 
for the pen of a biographer. For this truly talented 
'< bard of Erin" we can do little more than rei>rint 
|he tribute which appeared^ at the period of his 
death, in the Literary Qaxette. It was furnished 
c c 
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to Ibftt jminml by a friend of th^ deoeMedy Mr. 
J. B« Whilty) die froimlAr amhor of Tatee^ Irmk 
Life, and other works. 

** Irish litcraiture bas sustakied a seveie lo« by 
the premature fete of this gentleman. Amoag hh 
oonntrymeni be ranked high as a poet, tad it was 
fondly imagined by bis friencls — Mnottg wbm be 
numbered nearly every man of worth and taknt in 
lreland--*that time alone was wanted to det^elope 
more fiiUy those talents which had even thus early 
reflected lustre upon his character. Tfaoogh not 
sufficiently known in England, it cannot be out of 
place here to give a brief memoir of this * son of 
song/ who had, iu despite of untoward circum- 
stances, at the early age of thirty, secured himself a 
conspicuous place in tibe literary annals of Ireland. 

** Mr Furlong was born at a place called Scara- 
walsh, within three miles of Enniscorthy, in Wex- 
ford. His father was a thriving farmer, and gave 
him an education suitable to a youth intended for 
the counting-house; and, at fourteen, he was bound 
apprentice to a respectable trader in the Irish me- 
tropolis. The ledger, however, had less attraction 
for him than the rouses ; but though be ^ lisped in 
numbers,' he did not let his passion for poetry in- 
terfere with his more useful and more important 
duties. Through life he retained the friendship of 
his employer ; and when that gentleman died, some 
years ago, Mr. Furlong lamented his fete in a 
pathetic poem, entitled The Burial. 

*' During those leisuremoraentsof which commer- 
cial business admits, Mr. Furlong cultivated polHe 
literature with the most indefatigable industry; and 
long before tbe expiration of his apprentieeship, he 
had become a contributor to varioi£$ periodical pub- 
Itcations In London and DuMin. His dev^olfon to 
the forbidden nine did not escape some <ii thoat 
sages who have an instinctive abhorrence of {>oc^« 
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lliay Ytbuked ^ young bsrd ; but be was not io 
be ^elorrefl from bis &iFoiile porsuit ; ADd be wrote 
• FtMMsiiMlJM ofFoetrsf ; io Ibe exor<Uuii» to whicb 
he ifeMi lutdresseamie of tbeee obtrutive frienda :-^ 

^ Go ! 4otajd, go ! and if it suits thy mind, 
Rmge yonder roeks, tmd reason M4th the wind ; 
Or if itft awHewi own viotei'9 will, 
. W«lktotliebea«br«ndMdtbe wares be still; 
1^ newer orbits let the planets mn, 
Or throw a cloud of darkness o'er the son ! 
A measnred raoTement hid the eMsets keep. 
Or lull die mosic of the spheres to sle^p ! 
These may ohey thee^ bat the fiery sonl 
Of genias owns not» brooks not their eontroL" 

^ At length be was able to indulge witboutobstnie- 
tion in bis loire of Uterature. Mr. Jamesoiiy a man 
of enlarged and liberal views^ gave bito a confiden- 
tial situation in bis distillery, wbicb did not, bow- 
ever, engross his whole time. He now began to 
essay the bill 

^ Where Fame's proud t^nple ddaas aCu;^ 

published the JduatUhrop^t a didactic poeiD> and 
contributed largely to the New Monthfy Magazine. 
In 1822, he projected the JNiw Irish Magazine; 
and, in 1825, when the Morning Register was start* 
edy Furlong wrote a number of clever parodies, 
which, though addressed to local subjects, generally 
found their way into tbe columns of the London 
journals. In the same year be became a contri- 
butor to Robins's Londnn and Dublin Magazine. 
His reputation now stood so high, that bis name 
was often coupled with that of Moore at conviviad 
meetings in Dublin ; tbe Irish literati courted bis 
eocietytund bis countrymen in general spoke loudly 
in praive of bU talents. His lyrical compositions 
attained great papularity-^tbey were sung at tbe 
piano^ and chanted by the unmusical syrens of tbe 
•trwt»» At length it was bi« good fortune to be 
cc2 
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engaged on a work ^f more decided imtMurtaii^ek 
Mr. Hardiman) author of the Hisiary of Oatw^^ 
&c. having projected the publication of the remaiiw 
of the Irish bards, Furiong undertook to translale 
the songs of the celebrated Carolan. . These he 
completed; and by the kindnesS; of Mr. Joseph 
Robins, the intimate frie^id of the deceased, we aro 
enabled to give the original of the far-famed song of 
Molly Astore, as translated by Mr. Furlong, from 
the Irish lUinstreUyy now in the press. 

" Oh ! Mary dear, bright peerless flower 

Pride of the plains of Nair ; 
Behold m^ droop, through each dull hour, 

In flottl-consuming care. 
In friends, in wine, where joy was found. 

No joy I now can see ; 
But still where pleasure reigns around, 

I sigh, and think of thee. 

The cuckoo's notes I love to hear. 

When summer warms the skies, 
When fresh the banks and brakes appear, 

And flowers around us rise ; 
That blidie bird sings her song so clear. 

And she sings when the sunbeams shine ; 
Her voice is sweet— but, Mary, dear, 

Not half so sweet as thine ! 

From town to town I've idly stray'd, 

I've wander'd many a mile ; 
I've met with many a blooming maid. 

And own'd her charms the while ; 
I've gazed on some that then seem'd fair. 

But when thy looks I see, 
I find there's none that can compare, 

My Mary, dear, with thee !" 

" Mr Furlong had also in the press when he died; 
a poem of some length, entitled, the Doom i;f 
Derenzie, which, we understand, will be publii^ed 
immediately. The MS. was warmly eulogised by 
Maturin. 
' '^ Mr. Furlong was a man of the most wniable 
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nd inotihnsive manners. ETery one who knew bim 
fev«d him; and though many in Dublin fek» on 
mme occasions, the keenness of his satire, his death 
was lamented by idl, and hh foneral attended by the 
first eharaeters among the opposite parties/' 

Sinoe the foregoing was written, a handsome mo- 
fliment has been erected by his friends over his 
grave^ which lies next to that of the antiquarian 
Chrose, in Drumcondra church-yard. 

The JWfA Mhuirelsy, which is on the ere of pub- 
lication, it is hoped will establish sufficient character 
fiir Mr. Furlong to induce some competent friend to 
peleot his *^ Literary Remains" from the obliTion 
into which many of them have sunk from being scat* 
tered through various magazines and newspapers. 

26. — ST. iiNNB. 

This festival* in honor of the mother of the Vir- 
gin Mary, is discontinued in the Protestant church, 
but is still celebrated by the Latin church. 

96#«-*1820.--*riRST caain naioGB in orbat beitaih 

OPBNBD. 

This day may be regarded as one worthy of re- 
membrance from the success which has attended 
several similar constructions since the above. This 
bridge extends across the river Tweed, near Ber- 
wick. I'he extreme length of the suspending chains 
from the point of junction, on each side of the 
Tweed, is 690 feet 5 from the stone abutments 432; 
and the height above the sur&ce of the river is 27 
feet. The weight of the chains, platforms, &c. is 
about 160 tons; but the bridge is calculated to 
support 360 tons, a greater weight, in all probality, 
than it can ever be subjected to. In the centre on 
each side is the inscription. Pis unita fortior. This 
elegant structure is the invention of Captain Brown 
of the Royal Navy, and cost only £5000. whereas 
tlia expense of a stone one in the same sitna^ 
cc3 
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lion, would have exceeded £20,000. The.bfidKe 
was opened in the presence of Lord Howe^Profiw^^ 
sor LesHe, and several scientific men^ wbo wem 
preceded^over the bridge by Captain Brown, and 
followed by an immense concourse of spectators. . 

The chain bridge at Bangor Ferry and the^sus^ 
pension pier at.Brigbtoti, are the most prominent 
objects that have been since erected on a similar 
plan. 

The construction of chain bridges did not originate 
in this country. Turner, in his Voyage to, ThSbei^ 
mentions a bridge at Ichincbeiu, near Chuka, which 
is 140 feet i^ length supported by five chaios^ 
covered with pieces of bamboo, over which men and 
horses pass. 

No doubt bridges of this construction originated 
in South America, where they are very common 
and were made long previous to the arrival of the 
Europeans. Humboldt, in his TYaveh in South 
America^ gives a description and representation of 
a suspension bridge in that country, which, however 
rude, no doubt gave the idea of the splendid erec- 
tions which have of late years been made. 




This view is copied from Humboldt, and repre-** 
sents: a bridge constructed over the little. river 
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CkambO; near the village of Penipe. It is 120 feet 
long, and seven or eight vride, and formed of ropes 
Aree or four inches in diameter, and made from die 
fibrous root of the American agavey. They are 
attadbed to mde scaffolding, composed of the trunks 
of several trees, erected on the shore, on each 
side of the river; and upon them are small round 
pieces of bamboo laid transversely. As the weight 
of the bridge causes the trees to bend towards the 
middle of the river, and as it would be imprudent 
to stndn them with too much force; steps or lad* 
ders are constructed at the two extremities of the 
bridge. ♦ 
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In July. 1830. 

SOLAR PHENOMENiL. 

The Sun enters Leo at 38 m. after 10 in the 
morning of the 23rd of this month ; and he rises 
and sets during tl^ same period as in the following 

Thble of the Suh*s Rising and Setting Jbr every 
Fifth Day. 

July 1st, Sim rises 46 min. after 3, sets 16 nun. ai^r 8 

6th, 48 ., 3, .. 12 8 

11th, 62 3, ... 8 8 

16th, 67 3, ,. 3 8 

81st, 3 4, .. 67 7 

26th, 10 4, .. 60 7 

31st, 17 ......•• 4, ..43 7 

Equation of Time. 

As the Earth's motion in its orbit, and oonse- 
quenily the Sun's apparent progress in the ecliptic, 
is not regular, a difference arises between the time 
as indicated by a good sun-dial, and a well regu- 
lated clock. The following Table shows the quan* 
tity that must be added to the solar time, to obtain 
that which the clock ought to show at the same 
moment. 

TABLE. 

m. 8. 
Thursday, July lst» to the time by the dial add 3 21 

^ ' ~" 4 16 

6 1 

6 36 

6 

6 9 

e a 



Tuesday, 


6th, 


Sunday, .. 


11th, 


Friday, 


16th, 


Wednesday, . 


. 21st, 


Monday, 


. 26th, 


Saturday, . . 


. aist, 
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LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phases of the Moon. 

' Full Moon, eth day, at 24 m. after 2 in the morn. 

Last Quarter, 13th .... 36 3 

New Moon, . 20th .... 14 after midnight. 

First Quarter, 27th .... 36 Sintheeven. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 

The Moon will transit the fifst meridian of this 
country at the following times during this month : . 



July 1st, at 35 m. 


after 8 in the eyening. 


2ild,..22 .. 


.... 9 


3rd,.. 10 .. 


....10 


4th,.. 1 .. 


...ai 


11th, ..14 .. 


.... 4 in the morning. 


12th,.. 6 .. 


.••• 5 


l^tfa,..57 .. 


.... 5 


14th,.. 60 .. 


• . • • 6 


15th,.. 44 .. 


.... 7 


ieth,..39 .. 


.... 8 


25th,. .17 -, 


.... 4 in the afternoon. 


2eth,..50 .. 


..;. 4 


27th,.. 42 .. 


i.., 5 


28th, ..26 .. 


. . . . 6 in the evening. 


29th, ..12 .. 


.... 7 


SOth, ..50 .. 


.... 7 


3l8t, . 49 .. 


.... 8 



PHENOMENA PLANETARXJM. 
Phases of Flenus. 

July ist-^ninminated part = 8.3684 
Bark part = 3.6416 

Eclipses of the Satellites qf Jupiter. 

EMERSIONS. 



First Satellite, 


8th day 


,38m 


. 5 8. after 11 at 


night 




16th .. 


32.. 


68 .... 


.. lin 


the men 




24th .. 


56.. 


45 .... 


.. Oat 


night. 


* 


31st .. 


51 .. 


54 .... 


.. 11 




Second Satellite, 25th .. 


1 ., 


23 .... 


.. 9 




"TliiTd Satellite, 


26th .. 


48 •• 


37 .... 


.. after 1 


midnight 
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Form of Saturn's Ring^ 

July lat.— -TransYerae axb =s 1.000 
Conjugate axis = —^.276 

Cot^unction of the Moon with Fixed Stars. 

Jvfy tOQk, wi^ X kk Aqaariiu al 6 in the mom. 
Idtb. . . y in Taarus • % • • ft 
16th, .. Aldebaran 11 

Mercury at his greatest elongation on tlie 9tli of 
tbia month. 

JUPITER IN OPPOSITION. 

This planet will attain this fiiTorable position for 
observation at 15m* after the noon of the 5tb of this 
month, andcontkme during the summ^ evaiingsa 
most conspicuous and beautifiU object. 

In tracing its history to remote aoliqtiity, Japlter 
is supposed to be the heavenly body dedicated to 
Homy on his deification, this name bearing Uie same 
rignificatioii with that in the Greek fi>r the King of 
the gods. By the Hebrews^ it was ealled Oad^ alao 
Khokhabzedec, star of justice, and probably cons^ 
crated to Mekhisedec, whose name sigmfies a rigfe* 
teous king; it was also known among- this ancient 
people by the denomination of Moxa/, and its influ- 
ence supposed to be very great in promoting firubt- 
{illness; — Mazal, however, may be considered to 
mean other stars, irom the following Hebrew pro* 
verb, — *' There is no herb in the earth, which hath 
not a Mazaf or star in the firmament, answering it, 
and striking it, serine. Grow" 

Jupiter was called by the Egyptians the star of 
Osiris; among the three hundred deities of this 
name, reoognised by the Grecian mythology, thai, 
appropriated to the planet, waa Phaethon, or Inright- 
ness. The Chinese name for tliis planet is itfo, 
wood, and Cut, a year. 

The pfaihMophers of annuity had no conception 



\ 
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either of die stupendous viagvitude, or iUmtrious 
reCmue of this planet ; the invetitioD of the telescope, 
expanded this, lil) then» apparently mmate flpot iiilo 
m nngnifioent system. When first observed hy 
Galileo, he considered, the satellites visiUb at Att 
time of observation, as sone ci those nunnle stars, 
which bis newly acquired tiistrament had shown to 
be innumerable ; at his first notice of these small 
4M>dies, thvee ebly of the saneUites were seen ; ob* 
serving them night after night, he found that they 
did not belofig to the sphere of the fixed stars, that 
they were four in number, and revolved about the 
fihiiet as tbeir centre, accompanying him in his 
course round the sun : the application of more 
powerful instrmnenta soon developed the principal 
interesting phenomena, to which modem discovery 
iiaa added litde, beyond a few previously unuoticed 
particulars, and correcting tlie measurements of 
those who examined it, in that interesting era in 
practical astronomy : the result of these, and more 
recent observation, proves that Jupiter is subject 
to great and sudden physical changes, caused by 
agents inconceivably more powerful than any known 
on the terrestrial globe, operating either on the sur- 
fiwe or in the atmosphere c^ the planet, or probably 
both ; this is inferred from the transformations no* 
liced in the belts, or bands, that encircle the orb 
parallel to the equator, some of which have been 
observed five thousand miles in breadth. Some- 
times these are continuous, at other seastms inter- 
rupted, and occasionally broken inio short curved 
lines, or disappearing in an hour or two, and even 
dmring observation : some spots also, afier continu- 
ing pemnmently visible on the disc fotr many years, 
heave disappeared, and at the ^etid of five years 
i^fain been visible, eitlier from recooibination, or 
emerging from a veil of obscurity $ this was the case 
with OM that oontinurd unseen from 17QB to 1713- 
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It 18 highly prohable the causes of these changes 
may be traced to the swift rotation of the pla09t 
about its axis (9h. 55in. 37b.) and the attractiTO 
influence of the satellites^ which forces, acting aciore 
powerfully in the equatoreal regions^ where these 
phenomena are most conspicuous, tend to draw the 
clouds into parallel strata, while the unequal action 
of the satellites, according to their varying position, 
occasionally disturbs that belt-like appearance whidh 
is generally preserved; hence it is easy to conceive 
that the tides of Jupiter must be very great, and 
that when two or more satellites are in conjunction^ 
their influence would raise the jovial seas to a 
stupendous eleyation. 

The following are the apparent mean distances of 
the satellites from their primary : — 

The first l' 51". The second 2' 57". The thUrd 
4' 42". The fourth S' 16'. 

PERIODICAL REVOLUTION. 

d. * h. m. s. 

First Satellite.... 1 18 27 33 

Second Satellite. . 3 13 13 42 

Third SateUite .. 7 3 ^ 33 

Fourth Satellite.. 16 16 32 8 

In eicamining the satellites of Jupiter, it is pw« 
ceived that they are of unequal magnitudes and 
brilliancy ; the third is the largest and brightest of 
the four, though the brilliancy of the whole is not 
uniform, but liable to a periodical variation, pro- 
bably arising firom diversities in their sur&ces, and 
their rotation, which, as in our moon, is performed 
in the same time about their axis, tA is occupied in 
thdr courses round the primary: this is inferred 
from their change of appearance in different parts 
of their orbits ; the first is white, which varies in its 
intensity; the second is of the same general appear- 
ance, though occasionally of a blue, and akso of an 
ash .c<^r ; the third is similar in color and changes. 
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to the firtt ; and the fourth is of a dull aspect, at 
different times inclining to red and orange. The 
folh»wing are their diameters when the planet h at 
its meaii distance. 

The first r'.016. The second 0".91K The third 
l'^488. The fourth r'.273. 

Hie most beautiful arrangement is perceived in 
the distances, and periods of the satellites ; their 
disappearances only occur under circumstances 
which prevent the total absence of their light to 
thdr primary : the first three can never be eclipsed 
d^ the same time, and though when the second and 
tllird vte simultaneously eclipsed, the first is in con- 
junction with Jupiter, and consequently invisible, 
being in a line with the sun and its primary ; yet, 
owing to the swiftness of its motion, (being the 
Mercury of this beautifiil miniature system,) it soon 
escapes from the sun's beams, and appears with a 
beautifiil crescent, which quickly expands into a 
full orb, thus supplying the deficiency of light, dur- 
ing the absence of the others. 

The variety of combinations under whicb the 
satellites of Jupiter appear to a terrestrial spectator 
is exceedingly interesting, sometimes all on the east, 
at other seasons, all on the west side of the primary ; 
at other times in conjunction with each other ; one 
or two frequently invisible, being either on the disc, 
or concealed in the shadow of the primary; occa- 
skmally, though very rarely,^ one satellite eclipsing 
another. In the year 1681, November the second, 
atteo at night, there was a total disappearance of 
alt the satellites ; the first, third, and fourth, being 
on the disc, and the second behind the planet: the 
oon^unction of all the satellites must be a very rare 
occurrence, for in the event of such a phenomenon, 
it may be proved to require 3.067.043.493.260 years 
to bring them into a similar position again ! 
We can searoely conceive of the splendour and 
j> d 
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peculiarity of th9 starry heiBMpkne of Jiqiiier^ 
though the same cottsteilatioiig of Tauns^ Orlon^ 
and Argo Navia^ with their brigibt asacxsa&ea of bodi 
hemispheres ornament their sky ; yet it mml be 
very different to ours, their heaveaa bariiiff a difle* 
rent axis of revolution, (the poles c^ Jvpiter b&attg 
nearly at right angles to the plane of his orint,) and 
diis revolution performed with an almost whirling^ 
rapidity. No planet, it is probable, (unless the 
powers of vision are superior) can be seen by a& 
inhabitant of Jupiter, but the one vb^re it, Satim, 
and probably Mars, when at his greatest ehmgaftm^ 
appearing under nearly the saiee eircumstaoeeftift 
which we see Mercury when similarly sitoated. 
The inhabitants would have no idea of tile existenoe 
of the Earth, Venus, or Mercury, unkas at the time of 
inferior conjunction, and then only under pcouHar 
circumstances^ when these planets would appear aa 
small black spots transitting the disc of the Sun. 

The visible hemisphere of Jupiter, exchiaive of 
the fixed stars, consists of six bod]ei*,---4die Su% a^N 
pearing under an angle of 6' and difiiising a %ht 
equal to -^f of that the earth receives ; the phinet 
Saturn, subtending an angle of 30", and his ownibur 
moons ; the nearest appearing with a di«neler ^ 
eC 20^% thesecond29'42", the third 22' 28", and the 
fourth 9^ 39', from which it appears that the first 
satellite is seen with twice the diameter of our moon 
to us, and tep times the diameter of the Sun to Jii* 
piter, — the apparent deficiency of planetary bodies 
being thus amply made up by his own beaut^l at* 
tendants^ while their magnitudes, brilliancy, phases, 
and swiftness of motion, add inconceivably to the 
splendour of the heavens during the absence of the 
Sun. 

But though this view^ of the heavens, as conteoB- 
plated fi-om the orb of Jupiter, i^ beiHStifiil and 
grand, it must be far surpassed in Bragn^aace, as 
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siqipoeed tobettenfromtheMrtellites; an observer 
on the first, would not only see its own bright com- 
{wnions of the circling way, with all their diversified 
phases, but great Jupijter, with his orb expanded to 
stupaidous rotundity, filling a large space in the 
heavens, appearing a thousand times larger than 
oar moon to the terrestrial inhabitants — swiftly 
taming on its axis, and waxing and waning through 
every phase, from a crescent to a broad disc in the 
short period of ferty-two hours and a half. 

How interesting are the reflections connected 
with this vast world, and its tributary globes, — ^the 
iriiole whirling round the resplendent sun in 11 yrs. 
915 days, 14h. 27m. lis., obeying the same laws 
that bind the whole to the centre, each secondary 
body exemplifying on a smaller scale, and in lesser 
pcNTtionsoftime, the same phenomena that require 
a lapse of ages to develope in the larger bodies of 
(he system, and illustrating in miniature that ex- 
quisite arrangement which universally prevails, and 
is everywhere evinced for the protection and exists 
encec^ the whole. 

O holy star! 
1^) thee in admiratioii have I sate, 
DrNtming sweet dreams, till earth-born tarlmleuce 
Wm all twigoi ; and thinking that in thee 
Far fh>m the radeaess of this jarring world, 
Tliere might be realms of qniet happiness. 

TO THE PLANET JUPITER. 

I looked on th«e, Jove, 'tiU my gasd 
Sank, smote from the pomp of thy blase; 
For in heaven, from the sun-set's red throne 
To the 2enith---thy rival was none. 



From thy orb mshed a torrent of light 
That made the stars dim in thy sight ; 
And the half-risen moon seemed to die. 
And leave thee the realm of the sky. 
Dd2 
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I looked OB the ocean's broad breast— 
The purple was pale in the west ; 
But down shot tny lonfc silver spire. 
And the waves were like arrows of fire. 

I turned from the infinite main, 
And thy light was the light of the plain ; 
'Twas the beacon that blazed on the hill— 
Thou wert proud, pure, magnificent still. 

A cloud spread its wing over heaven. 
By the shaft of thy splendor 'twas riven. 
And I saw thy bright front through it shine, 
lake a god from the depth of his shrine. 
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Far July, 1830. 

Summer wi& her smile 
Pills the green forest mrs. remans. 

The face of nature still presents the most lovely 
appearance. Flora with prodigal hand strews her 
fiivors over the earth ; and as we gaze abroad, we 
are led to exclaim with Milton's Adam : 

About me round t saw 
Hilly dale, and shady wood, and sunny plains. 
And liquid lapse of murmuring streams ; by these 
Creatves that liv'd, and mov'd, and waik'd or flew ; 
Birds on the branches warbling ; all things smil'd 
With fragrance ; and with joy my heart o'erfloVd. 

A garden has ever had the praise and affection 
of the wise. What is requisite to make a wise and 
happy man» but relBectlon and peace ; and both are 
the natu)*al growth of a garden. Nor is a garden 
only a promoter of a good man's happiness, but a 
picture of it also ; and, in some sort, shows him to 
himself; its culture, order, fruitfiilness, and seclu- 
sion from the world, compared to the weeds, wild- 
ness and exposure of a common field, is no bad 
emblem of a good man, compared to the multitude. 
A garden weeds the mind; it weeds it of worldly 
thoughts, and sows celestial seeds in their stead. 
A garden, to the virtuous, is a paradise still extant ; 
here are no objects to inflame the passions ; none 
that are not calculated to instruct the understand- 
ing and better the heart, while they delight the 
sense.— '/2v*. Young. 

DdS 
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Go mark the matchless woridngs of the power 
That shuts withiD the seed the futare flower ; 
Bids these in elegance of form excel. 
In coloars these, and those delight the smell ; 
Sends nature forth, the daughter of the skies. 
To dance on earth, and charm ail human eyes. 

When the mind becomeiS animated with a love 
of nature, nothing is seen that does not become an 
object X)f curiosity and inquiry. A person under 
the influence of this principle can converse with a 
picture, and find an agreeable companion in a 
statue. He meets with a secret refreshment in a 
description, and often feels a greater satisfaction in 
the prospect of fields and meadows, than another 
does in the possession. It gives him, indeed, a 
kind of property in every thing he sees, and makes 
the most rude, uncultivated parts of nature admi- 
nister to his pleasures ; so that he looks upon the 
world, as it were, in another light, and discovers in 
it a multitude of charms, that conceal themselves 
from the generality of mankind. A river is traced 
to its fountain ; a flower to it? seed ; an animal to 
its embryo, and an oak to its acorn. If a marine 
fossil lies on the side of a mountain^ the mind is 
employed in the endeavour to ascertain the cause of 
its position. If a tree is buried in the depttis of a 
morass, the history of the world is traced to the 
deluge ; and he who grafts, inoculates, and prunes* 
as well as he who plants and transplants, will derive 
an innocent pleasure in noting the habits of trees, 
and their mode of culture ; the soils in which they 
delight, the shapes into which they mould them- 
selves ; and will enjoy as great a satisfaction from 
the symmetry of an oak, as from the symmetry of 
an animal. Every tree that bends, and every flower 
that blushes, even a leafless copse, a barren plain. 
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the cloudy firmament) and the rocky mountain, 
are objects for his attentive meditation. Such ideas 
as these must have been impressed on the mind of 
the venerable biographer of Leo when he wrote the 
following 

LINES, 
Prefixed to a Work on Monandrian Plants. 

BY WILLIAM ROSCOB, ESQ. 

God of the changeful year !*-amidst the glow 

Of strength and beauty and transcendant grace, 
Which on the mountain heights, or deep below 

In sheltered vales, and each sequestered place. 
Thy forms of vegetable life assume ; 

Whether thy pines, with giant arms displayed. 
Brave the cold north, or wrapt in eastern gloom. 

Thy trackless forests sweep a world of shade ; — 
Or whether, scenting Ocean's heaving breast. 

Thy odoriferous isles innumerous rise, 
Or under various lighter fonns imprest. 

Of fruits and flowers, Thy works delight our eyes ; 
- God of all life ! whatever those forms may be, 
O may they all unite in praising Thee ! 

Winter's Wreath, 1830. 

Among the principal plants in flower during 
this month are the damask rose, ( rosu damascena;) 
tulip tree, (ciriodendron tulipifera ;) yellow lupin, 
(lupinusjlavus :) African mwcy^o\dy( tagetes erecta;) 
house-leek, (sempervivum tectorum ;) sweet pea, 
(lathyrus tingitarms ;) musk flower, (scaJnosa airo- 
purjmr;) annual sunflower, (hetianthtis annuus ;) 
snapdragon, (antivetrinum orontium;) martagon 
lily, (lUium chalcedonicum;) Japan lily, (lilium 
japonkum;) tiger lily, (iilium tigrinum;) African 
lUy, (agapanthus umbeilatua;) white lily, (lilium 
candium }) 

In Friendship's Offering for 1830, is the follow- 
ing pretty sonnet : 
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TO THE WHitE LILY. 

O lady of dieammiierl diat dost ivar 

Tby pearly ooional so gtaceftiUy, 

And lookest proudly toward the golden sky. 

Eying bright Pheebns in his mid career 

With undashed brow-— thou of all flow'rs most dear, 

Bringing blithe days, and skies of glorious dye. 

And harvest hopes, and woodland melody, 

For all the summer pomps with thee appear; 

My heart doth hymn thee, pore and peerless one ! 

Whose simple Test of dazzling loyeliness 

Far passeth Soldan's on his gorgeous throne ! 

As, ntK>re thy sister blossoms, fair, alone. 

Thou standest stately in thy radiant dress. 

Queen of the Summer ! daughter of the Sun ! H. L. 

The bee-hive still continues the seat of industry ; 
we have in it^ as in the swallow's nest^ one of the 
numerous proofs of the wise and ingenious works of 
nature ; the latter as an e^^ample merely of that 
incontestible truth, namely, that the truth of Pro- 
vidence fills all things created, and that divine wis** 
dom inspires (so far as is necessary for the ends of 
creation) every genus and species of living crea- 
ture ; the swallow is a prudent and provident artist, 
endowed with a degree of foresight which leads 
it to theeuriotis fitbrication of that tenement where- 
in to ensconce its body from hostile elements, and 
to nourish itd young. There is something clever 
in the confirmation of its abode, and a blinking 
man cannot behold its cleaving the air, bearing the 
material of its building, without reflecting on the 
immensity of its Omnipotence, Omniscience, and 
Omnipresence, which all nature's works so loudly 
proclaim— in great things as well as Httle tUngs, 
in the most important facts, and in the ^inutest 
trivialities of this nether globe. But if the swal- 
low's nedt can excite admiration, ten times more 
interesting and surprising is the habitation filled 
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like a store-bou^, with the sweet labor of the busy 
bee; the industrious laborer humming over its 
work, is not less a link of the creative chain, than 
the cheerfully toiling fabricator of works of art and 
science ; genius and soul stimulate the latter, in- 
stinct and necessity direct the former* 

Another industrious insect, the silk-worm, is now 
found on the mulberry trees, and is the only insect 
that feeds on its leaves. The amiable bard of Shef- 
field has some pleasing stanzas in the Forget me 
Not for 1830, on this industrious and serviceable 
little being. 

THE WORM AND THE FLOWER. 

BY JAMES MONTGOMERY, ESQ. 

You're spinning for my lady, worm ! 

Silk garments for the fair ; 
You're spinning rainbows for a form 

More beautiful than air, — 
When air is bright with sun-beams 

And morning mists arise, 
From woody vales and mountain streams. 

To blue autumnal skies. 

You're training for my lady, flower ! 

You're opening for my love ; 
• The glory of her summer bower, 

While sky-larks soar above. 
Go, twine her locks with rose buds. 

Or breathe upon her breast, 
While zephyrs carl the water-floods, 

And rock the halcyon's nest 

But, oh ! there is another worm 

Ere long will visit her, 
And revel on her lovely form 

In the dark sepulchre : 
Yet from that sepulchre shall spring 

A flower as sweet as this ; 
Hard by the nightingale shall sing, * 

Soft wMids its petals kisd* * 
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Vndl efltdMenii of fnH beattty^ ye f 

In lieBHty vko would trust 7 
SJttoe all tfc«t oharms tbe eye must be 

Consigiied to worms and dust: 
Yet, like the flower tibat decks her tomb. 

Her spirit shiA quit the elod. 
And shine in aiuu-aailiiae Moom» 

Fast by tfie tfan»e of God. 

Etening too has its cbnrms in tlie country ; at 
this season what can be more delightfiil, after ilbe 
extreme heat of the ftay, than to recline on some 
mossy hanky and watch the glorions sun reclining 
behind the distant hills ; it is a scene of gorgeous 
splendour that baflles all descrijption. It has, how- 
ever, often engaged the pen of the poet, and we 
subjoin two e^rts certainly of do mean character. 

SUN-SET. 

BY THE RET. O. M. JOHNSON. 

Veiling in clouds his gorgeous brow, 
Whilst far his parting glories spread^ 

The king of day, majestic, slow, 
Sinks on the crimson'd ocean's bed. 

Now lower and still lower yet,—' 

A moment, and he disappears : 
'Tis past: — his god-like fotm is set. 

To shine the life of other spheres* 

But still a radiance fires the skies. 

Far up the regions of the west, 
Bright'mng with deep Termilion dyes 

Th' horizon where he sank to rest* 

So when, his goal of glory won. 
The Christian sinks in death's embrace, 

A thousand deeds of goodness done, 
Leave on the heart their hallowed trace. 

So when, my earthly trial past, 
I jrield to heaven's all-righteous doom, 

May justice, truth, and friendship, cast 
Their glorions hah» round my toub. 



FOR rotiX, 1890. Sll 

SUN-SET. 

BY JOHN AUGUSTUS SHEA, 

O ! who could ^ze on sacb a sigirt, 
So blue, so bcKUidless, and so bright. 
Nor feel the bursting spirit rise 
To mingle with that world o# skies ? ' 

Ocean ; how fair thou lookest now. 
Laving the day-god's1buming brow 
With cooling waters^ while thine isies 
Are sparkling in his golden smiles. 

And yet, all tranquil as thou art, 
How springs the thought within this heart. 
That soon thy calm may wake in strife. 
Like half the friendship of this life. 

Amid the greenwoods that lately spread 
Their beauty o'er th^ lover's head, 
Will toss their arms in howling wrath 
Above his tempest-wasted path. 

And the mute skies, so brightly bhie. 
That heaven itself seems smiling' tilToagh» 
Will burst in storms, and flash and frown, 
And launch their fiery vengeance down. 

But JTiou, who still'st the mountain-main, 
And bid'st the temt)est to the chain. 
Thou—- only Thou art changeless—- all 
Beside are made to change and fall. 

And when we do not feel thy light, 
But live amid the spirit's night, 
'Tis not that thou art lightless grown, 
'Tis we have wander'd from thy throne, 

Like those of yore, who deem'd that day 
RoH'd from their steady world away. 
While they wi^ bosoms blindly dim 
Were wandering fast away from him. 

The charms of the couotry have been often 
weighed in comparison with those of town ; little 
can that man know of the beauties of nature who 
prefers the latter to the former. We close this 
month with a Ittde poetical gem iUustratiye of tUs 
feeling. 
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STANZAS, 

WriiUm dmring an Exeurnon to th^ Neiffhhaurhood of the 

Sabtum-Letipj Leixlipy Ireland. 

BY THOMAS FURLONG. 

Far, fkr away from tlie crowds who court 

llie wild rabble's anmeaning stare ; 
Far away from the yain ones who whirl in their sport 

Throagh Dunlear/s dnsty air ; 
Away in merriest mood we steer, 
For a breese more soft and a sky more clear. 

And a path more fresh and fair ; 
For a walk where we shon the sun's broad glare, 
Where no prying eye on oar looks can dwell, 
And no babbler talk of the tales we tell. 

It is well in the showy and sunny street 

The glittering groups to see. 
And pleasant upon the road to meet 

With each smiling company ; 
And it is sweet by the broad sea-side 
To maiic the coarse of tiie coming tide. 

When the waves roll fall and free ; 
Bat the green groTcs seem more sweet to me, 
Though ttie gathering dast and the damp sea air, 
And the vain and the idle, be wanting there. 
Can that crowded road to the harrying train, 

A pile )ike Saint Woolstan's show? 
Or a space like Connolly's old domain, 

With its stream all smooth and slow/ 
Oh ! where may the wearied wanderer call 
For a spot like the Leixlip waterfall. 

With its foam like the untouched snow. 
And its dark rocks rising in many a row ? 
Oh ! where may the loiterer hope to view 
A scene like the scene which we linger through ? 

Then rest ye still while the sunlight falls 

In its strength apon the plain. 
Nor heed the admonishing voice that calls 

Your steps to the town again. 
Oh ! who that bat once hath wandered here 
Could turn from a spot so sweet, so dear. 

Without one long sigh of pain? 
To feel that he loved these gay vales in vain, 
To think that their beauty could wither away 
With the sport of an hoar and the talk of a day. 
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This month was named in honor of Augustus 
Caesar, because in tfai$ month he was create^ con- 
svl, thrice trinmpber in Rome, subdued Egypt to 
the Roman empire^ and made an endof dvil wars. 
Previous to the time of Cassar it wa* called SesctiUs, 
being the aijrtlL from March, 

1. LAMMAS BAY. 

A festif al celebi<ated on this day by the Romish 
church, in memory of St. Peter's imprisonment. 
Lammas is by some derived fromv a Saxon word, 
signifying loaf-mass, because on that day the Anglo- 
Saxons made an offering of bread witii new wheat. 

2. — IIOO.— HPiriLUAM KOPUS KILLKD. 




In the New Forest^ Hampshire, stands a stone, of 
which the ab<nre is m rq[n«BeBtatioii, aad on which 
is engraven the foUowing tnseriptioiw : 
Be 
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'' Here stood tbe oak tree from which the arrow, shot by 
Sir Walter Tyrrell at a stag, glanced, and struck King 
William the 2nd, snmamed Rums, ki th^ breast, of wbkAt 
he instantly died, on the 2d day of Angnst, 1100/' 

The sepond inscription say8| — 

<< King William the ^d, somamed TUifas, being slain a» 
is before stated, was laid in a cart belonging to one Purkiss, 
and drawn fhnn hence to Winchester, ami buried in the 
cathedral chnrch of that city/' 

The third is as follows :— 

** Anno 1765, That where this eyent so remari»ble had 
happened might not be hereafter unknown, this stone was 
set up by John Lord Ddawar, who has seen the tree grow- 
ing in this place. Thii stone was repaired by John Richard 
Earl Delawar, 1781.;' 

4.'<^]347.— CALAIS SURRBNDBaRD TO EDWARD ill. 

THE SURRENDER OF CALATS. 

By Emma C, Emharif. 

The king was in his tent. 
And bis lofty breast beat high. 
As he gased on the city's battled walls. 
With proud and flashing eye ; 
But darker grew his brow, and stem. 

As slowly onward came 
The chiefs who long had dared to spnm 
The terror of his name. 
With calm and changeless cheek. 
Before the king they stood. 
For their native soil to offer up 
The sacrifice of blood. 
Like felons were they meanly clad, 

But the lightning of their look. 
The marble sternness of their brow, 
£v'n the monarch could not brook. 

With angry voice he cried, 

" Haste ! bear them off to death? 
Let tbe trumpet's joyous shout be blent 

With the traitor's parting breath !" 
Then silently they turned away. 

Nor word nor sound awoke. 
Till, ftom the monarch's haughty train, 

The voice of hornu: broke. 



IN AUGUST^ 1890. 315 

And,haric! a step draws near,*— > 

Not like the heavy clang 
Of the warrior's tread-— and through the guards 

A female figure sprang ; 
'* A boon 1 a boon! my noble king ! 

If still thy heart can feel 
The love Philippa once could claim, 

Look on me while I kneel. 

" Tis for thyself I pray ; 
Let not the darkening cloud 
Of base-bom cruelty arise. 
Thy gloiy to enshroud. 
Nay, nay-— I will not rise; 
For ncTcr more thy wife 
Will hail thee yictor, till th^ soul 
Can conquer passion's stnfe. 

** Turn not away, my ,king ! 

Look not in anger down I 
Ttc lived so long upon thy smiUy 

I cannot 'bear tny frown. 
Oh! doom me not, dear lord» to feel 

The pang all pangs aboye, 
To see the light I worship fade, 

And blush, because I lore. 

** Think how for thee I laid 
My wtoman's fean aside, 
And dared, where charging squadrons mett 
With dauntless firont to nde.* 
Think how, in all the matchless strength 

Of woman's love, I spread 
Thy banners, till they proudly waved 
in victory o'er my head. 

** Thou saidst that I deserved 
To share thy glorious crowns 
Oh ! force me not to turn away 
In shame from thy renown. 
My Edwaid! thou wert wmit to bear 

A kind and gentle heavt ; 
Then listen to Philippa's prayer. 
And let these men depart.'' 

'* At the battle of Neville's Cross, in which the Scots were 
defeated and the king taken prisoner.— vidlr Hume. 
Be2 



Oh ! what is all the pride . 

Of nfan"^ oft boastea power, 
Compared with those sweettlreams that wake 

in lere^s trttnophatit hour. 
Slowly the hang hty klnK unbent 

Hiirstem ana tengpefitl brow, 
And the bok he turned npon her face 

Was fM of fondness now. 

Ne'er yet was woman slow 

To reiLd in tdl-tale eyes 
Sveh tiioaghts as the se * ■ » moment more 

And on his breast she lies. 
Then, while her slender form still elung^ 

To his supporting ann. 
He cried^ '* Sweet, be it as thon wilt ; 

They Aall not meet with harm !*^ 

Thon fion» the patriot band. 
Arose one Uniliii^ ery. 
And tears rained down tiie iron cheek 
That tamed onblenciied to die. 
" Nov, we indeed ttre slates,^ he cried ; 

** Now raitt oar warKke arts : 
Bdward has wcm oar shattered walls, 
Philippa wins our hearts*^ 

6.-HTBANSFI6UAAT10N. 

A festival in remen^bratice 4)itheap(ieiiraiice of 
Christ on Mount Tabor, k was first intt^aced 
into the Romish church by Pope Catixtus in 1455. 

7.— NAM» Ot- 9SSCTS. 

This day, in commeaionatioii of the name of our 
Saviour, was introduced into the English calendar 
by our reformers. 

10. — ST. tAWEBNCB, 

Treasurer to the dhureh of Route and deacon to 
Pope Scstusy about the year 259. He was laid 
upon a i^diron and broiled to death by order of 
the Emperor Valerius, for refusing to deliver the 
church treasture, which they imagined to be in his 
custody. 
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12. — KIKG GKOaCH IV. BORN. 

A paper lately appeared in tbo Litermy Gazette, 
4proviog our present King to be descended from a 
Burgher of Norden.* Its extreme curiosity will 
Justify our occupying this day with it. 
. "The principality of East Friesland, as our 
readers will recollect, was incorporated with the 
kingdom of Hanover in the year 1815; and it is 
worthy of remark, that on bis mother's side, George 
the Fourth, who has added this gem to his German 
Inheritance, is descended from a race of stout 
J*risian Burghers. We do not mean to insinuate 
that he forfeits, but that he enhances, by this cir- 
cumstance, his claim to the loyalty of ^^ a nation of 
shopkeepers;'' besides which, a knowledge of the 
precedent may serve to warm the imaginations of 
the traders of the present, day, with a vision of the 
regal glories in which their posterity .may bask— 
.some six htmdredyears hence J 

^* But to the point. The first scion of the princely 
'house of East Friesland, whose name appears in its 
national annals, was Cirk, an affluent citizen of the 
.town of Norden, in the thirteenth century. His son 
Edzard Cirksena in the year 1269 joined the cru- 
saders under Lewis the Ninth of France, shone as 
a leading personage in their sacred hos^ and was 
notoi^y dubbed a knight by the French savereign, 
but, in testimony of his noble bearing, enjoyed the 
liigb distinction of being permitted to wear a 
"golden lily*' midst the plumes of his helmet. On 
his returu from the Holy Land he became Hauptling 
of Gretsiel, a station of the. highest rank among the 
Prisian nobles ; and his posterity continued to eiyby 
it, from father to son, until the year 1453,, when 
X71rich Cirksena was chosen " Lord Paramount'' of 

* A sea-port and manirfactaring town in East Friesland, 
mfIA a population of ^500 inhabitants. 
Be3 



•18 WmA9WMM MM 



East Frieriaiidy by tbe assembled staSes, mod^ the 
year succeeding^ was raised to tbe dignity of a coaiis 
<^ the empire, by Gonrad the Fourth. Iliis fadfvl- 
dual was, in fact, the founder of the dynasty of the 
Cfarksenas, from which sprung the subsequent counts 
and princes of East Frieslmd. The male branch of 
this sovereign family became extmct in the persoD 
of Charles Edzard, who died in 159S^ ; but its female 
branch has given monarchs and princes to many aii 
European people, as wilt appear in tracing the ma- 
ternal descent of our present sovpreign, 

•* Edzard's daughter Maria, (157B— 1 61 6) married 
Julius Ernest, l>uke of Brunswick-Luneburg, in 
J 614, and, two years afterwards, gave birth to 
Maria-Catiiarine, who was espoused to Adolphus- 
Frederic L, duke of Mecklenburg-Schwerin, in 
1^5. Their son, Adolphus-Frederic 11., and grand- 
son Adolphus-Frederic III. inherited successively, 
the dukedom of Mecklenburg-Strelitz ; but leaving 
no male issue, Gustava Carolina, a daughter of the 
first of these two, brought her husband and cousin. 
Christian Lewis, Duke of Mecklenbiu'g-Grabow, 
the inheritance of the dukedom of Mecklenburg- 
Schwerin, in the year 1735 ; and from this union its 
present princes are descended. 

*« On the demise of Adolphus-Frederic III., in 17S2^ 
the dukedom of Meckienburg-Strelitz passed to bis 
nephew, Adolphus-Frederic IV., who died unmar* 
ri^, in 1794, and was succeeded by his brother, 
•Charles- Lewis- Frederic, the father of the present 
Grand Duke of Meckienburg-Strelitz, as well ia» 
of Louisa, late Queen of Prussia, and of the present 
Duebess ot Cumberland ; which last is, consequently, 
a aieee of Sophia-Charlotte (the mother of George 
the Fourth, King of England and Hanover,) she 
being a sister of Adolphus-Frederic lY., and, as we 
have now shown, a descent of Cirk, burgher of 
Norden, whose fellow*cottAtrymen of the presey^ 
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dvf have returned to the allegiance sworn in olden 
tunes to one of bfe princely posterity. 

^ Among the descendants of Maria-Catherine, 
grand-daughter of Coont Edzard, are, the present 
hereditary Prince of Denmark, the Crown Prince of 
Prussia and his brothers and sisters, the wife of the 
Grand Duke Michael of Russia, theCkieen of Baya<» 
ria, the Duchess of Cumberkuid, the Empress of 
Russia, €tf«i phtrimis aiH$/' 

15. — ASSUMPTION 69 TflB BLBSSB0 VIRGIN MART. 

The Greek and Romish churches celebrate this day 
in honor of the supposed miraculous ascension of 
tlie Virgin Mary into heaven. On this day at Messina, 
they draw through the principal streets, a machine 
about 60 feet high, designed to represent Heaven; 
in the midst of which is placed & young female, 
personating the Virgin, with an image of Jesus in 
her right hand. She is surrounded with twenty- 
four children, representing cherubim and seraphim. 

15. — 1771» Sia WALTBR SCOTT, BART. BORN. 

This inimitable poet and novellist resides at jib^ 
botsford, a splendid residence, built under bis own 
direction. His son*in*law, Mr. Lockhart, the pre- 
sent editor of the Quarterly Review^ speaking of the 
river Tweed, says, — ^^ I saw this &r-lamed river for 
the first time, with the turrets of its poet's mansion 
immediately beyond it, and the bright foliage of his 
young larches reflected half-way over in its mirror. 

'* You cannot imagine a more lovely river ; it is 
as clear as the purest brook you ever saw, for I could 
count the white pebbles as I passed, and yet it is 
broad and deep, and, above all, extremely rapid $ 
and although it rises sometimes to a much greater 
height, it seems to fill the whole of its bed magnifi- 
eeatly. The ford (of which I made use,) is the same 
from • which the bouse takes its name, and a few 
minutes bvcmght me to ite gates. 
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^[ Ere I came to it, however, I bad time to see 
Ihat it is a strange fimtastic structure, buUt in total 
•defiance of all those rules of uniformity, to which 
the modern architects of Scotland are so much a^ 
tached. It consists of one large tower, with seve^ 
ral smaller ones clustering around it, all biiilt of fine 
grey granite, their roofs diversified abundantly with 
^I manner of antique chimney tops, battlements, 
and turrets, the windows placed here and there, 
with appropriate irregularity, both of dimension and 
position, and the spaces between or above them not 
^infrequently occupied with saintly niches, and chi- 
valrous coats of arms. Altogether, it bears a close 
resemblance to some of our true old English manor- 
houses, iu which the forms of religious and warlike 
architecture are blended together, with no un- 
gracefiil mixture." 

18. — 1829.— sia david baird died* 

A distinguished officer in the British army, whose 
^llantry rose him from comparatively humble rank 
to that of a general. He served in India, Egypt, 
Denmark, and the Peninsula, and gi*6atly distin- 
guished himself in numerous engf^ements. He 
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^ 91 ihe^lwrmHig <tf Sgiiognpatam, aad w»g three 
yeaf» and a half a prisoner during th^ dreadful 
irruption of Hyder Ally iuto the Caniatic. He 
was also in' the batde of Corimna witb Sir John 
Moore, where he lost hk left arm. lo reward tor 
his lervices he was created a haronet in 1^09t and, 
after living a retired life during his latter year^ died 
at Femtower^ in Perthsfairej '^ fidl of years and 
liaoors.'* 

lihr«-J829>^aOB£RT aiO0H»IBL» DIBO, JBTAT. &7. 

The author of the Fhrmer*s Soy, Rural Ihlei, 
and other, pastoral poems, was horn in « little cot- 
tage, close to the church of Honnington, in Suffolk, 
which was purchased as a bam by the grandfather 
of the po^, and afterwards gradually improved into 
Btieal and comfortable habitation.. It was formerly 
covered with thatch ; but a new roof being aeces- 
sary at a time when straw was scarce, the poet, to 
whom it had devolved, covered it with riles, though 
with great rehictance, as he lamented the loss of its 
original simplicity. 




During the harvest of 1782, or 1789, the village 
suffered severely by fire; the parsonage house, 
several cottages, and a fai'm-house, were reduced 



S2t ^ REMARIIAIILB DATS 

to ashes, Bloomfield's ooeiageiroidcl ha^ shared 
the same fkie had not llie greatest exertions been 
used by the neighbours. 

The poet's mother then Icept a school at the cot* 
tage, and retreated from the distressing scene into 
the fields wiA a doclc^ and the title <feeds of the 
house in her lap, surrounded by a group of infiint 
-scholars. In full persuasion that her habitation was 
feeding the flames ; but, contrary to her expecta* 
tk>n, wider iu friendly roof, where she had long 
resided, she ended her days. 

30.— -1823. — MARCO BOZZARIS DIBO. 

Bozzaris, the Epaminondas of modem Greece, 
fell in an attaclc upon the Turlcish camp at Lapsi, 
the site of the ancient Platoea, and expired in the 
moment of victory. His last words were, *• To die 
for liberty is a pleasure, not a pain/' 

A^ Jttldiiiglit in Ioa samded tenti 
. The Turlc was dreaiUDS of the hour, 

When Greece, her knee in sappliance bent, 

Should tremble at hia power ; 
la dreamt, tiiroagh camp and court he bore 
The trophies of a oonqneror ; 

In dreams his song of triumph heard, — 
Then wore faifl monaveh^s sip^net ring,— 
Then pressed that monarch's throne— a king ; 
As wild his thoughts, and gay of wing, 

As Eden^s garden bird. 

An hour passed «Q-^e Turic awoke ; 

That bright dream was his last ; 
He woke— to hear his sentry's shriek, 
*' To arms ! they come ! the Greek ! the Greek V 
He woke~-to die 'midst flame and smoke. 
And shout, aad groan, and sabre stroke. 

And death-shots falling thick and fast 
As lightnings from the mountain cloud ; 
And heard, with Yoice as trumpet loud, 

Bovsaris cheer his band. 
'' Strike I till the Jast armed foe expires^ 
Strike ! for your altars and your fire^jt ; 
Strike ! for the green graves of your sires,— 

Ood ! and your native landJ'^ 
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fihBf i^MiJkt like fcnveiBeiit kmi anC well, 

XWy pile4 that gfUMUid with Mo^fiteiii alftin, 
. They conqaered — ^but Boz^aris fell. 

Bleeding at every vein. 
His few sunriving eomrades saw 
His «iiiile» when rang Iheir pnmd hnrrah, 

And the^ red field was won ; 
Then saw in death his eyelids close 
Calmly, as to a night's repose, 

Like towers at set of son. 

Come to the bridal chamber, death ! . 

Come to the mother, when she feels, 
For the first time, her first-bAtn's bieath ; 

Come when the blessed seals 
Which close the pestilence are broke. 
And crowded cities wail its stroke ; 
Come in consumption's ghastly form, 
The earthquake's shock, the ocean storm ; 
Come when the heart beats high and warm 

Witli banqnet song, and danoe, and wine. 
And thou art terrible : the tear, 
The groan, the knell, the pall, the bier, 
And all we know, or dream, or fear 

Of agony, are thine. 

Bat to the hero, when his sword 

Has won the battle for -the free. 
Thy voice sounds like a prophet's word. 
And in its hollow tones are heard 

The thanks of millions yet to be. 
Bozzaris ! with the storied brave, 

Greece nurtured in her glory's time ; 
Rest thee-^tbere is no prouder grave. 

Even in her own proud clime. 

We tell thy doom without a sigh, 
for thou art Freedom's now, and Fame's ; 
One of the few, the immortal names. 

That were not born to die. 

Fitz Greene Halleek. 

24. — ST. BAftTHOLOMEW. 

He was one of the twelve apostles, and one of the 
first disciples who came to Jesus. Our Lord paid 
him a great compUment when he styled him ^* an. 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no guile." It is 
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said be tmvflllMl «9 fiir as iniia t& t^roj^agaie At 
Gospel ; for Eusebhis relates, than a femoiiB fhkU^ 
sopher and CbriBtian, named Pantaenns, desirfaiip to 
imitate the apostolical zeal in pi'opagatiag the^fitf tb» 
and travelling* fer that par]Kisea8&raaIiidia»foiuid 
diere, among these who yet retained the koowle^fe 
of Christ, the Gospel ot St. Matthew, written, as 
tradition asserts, by St. Bartholomew, when he 

E reached the Gospel in that country, f^rom thence 
e returned to the more northern and western p«rts 
of Asia, and preached to the people of. Hieropolis; 
then in Lycaonia ; and las^^ at Albaaic^ a city upon 
the Caspian sea ; wha*e his endeavours to reclmm 
the people from idolatry were crowned with mar* 
tyrdom, by being crucified with his head ikiwn-^ 
wards* 

On the moramg^ of St. Bartholomew, in 1572, 
through the instigation of the queen-mother> Cathe- 
rine <te Medicis, the royal forces of Cileries IX., in 
conjunction with the catholic mob, massacred, in - 
cold bloody all the Protestants, or rather Calvanists, 
they could find in Paris. The woric of destruction 
continued for several days; and the bl(K>dy tragedy 
was repeated, with every circumstance of horror, 
in several towns throughout the provinces. This 
event filled Europe widi amazement; amd fix>m 
that time to the pros^it, it has been a matter of 
controversy whether the foul deed was the result of 
sadden impulse, or preconcerted plot i boA pro- 
testants and cath(^cs have expressed their b^ief in 
the latter, though Dr. Lingard and otb^s maintain 
the former. 



He was bom of pldl^ian parents at Tagosta, in 
Africa, in 354. His mother, Monica, was a woman 
of exemplary piety« Though be had all tte advan- 
tages c^ a good education, he led a very dissipated 
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ISSb^ sml liis &dier smi him to C^rthfige in tbe hopes 
df reclmming him: here he taught rhetoric with 
grei^ applause, but still continued his licentious 
course. His mother used every endeavour to bring 
hiffi back to virtue, but her efforts were ineffectual ; 
and she had recourse to devout prayers on his be- 
half. Weary of Africa, Augustine removed to Rome, 
where his rhetorical teaching gained him great re- 
putatiouy and, in 383, he was appointed professor of 
riietoric at Milan. Here he renounced his heretical 
notions, trough hearing the sermons of St. Am- 
brose, and was baptised in 387* The next year he 
returned to Africa, and was prdained priest. He 
was at first the coadjutor of Valerius, bishop of 
Hippo, and afterwards his successor. He died in 
430. 

29.— ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST BBHBADBB. 

The denomination formerly given to this day was 
JFestum Collectionis Sancti Johannis Baptist<s, or 
the Feast of gathering up St. John the Baptist's 
relics; it was afterwards corrupted into Festum 
JOecoUationis, the festival in remembrance of his 
being beheaded — (See the Nativity of John the Bap- 
tist^ page 259.) 

29. 1829. — WILLIAM WADD BIB0. 

An eminent surgeon in London, and author of 
various professional and other works ; among which 
are Nugue Canorce ; NtigcB Chtrugioje; Menu. 
Maxims, and Memoirs ; and Comments on Corpu^ 
lency ; the last of these is an extremely amusing 
and popular work. Mr. Wadd's death is thus re- 
corded in the literary Gazette :^--^* He was making 
a short tour in the south of Ireland, in company 
with Mr. Tegart, of Pall Mall ; and, after spending 
a few days at Killamey, was proceeding in a post- 
chaise to Mitchelstown, the seat of the Earl of 

wi 
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Kingstoii, about a mile and a half flram KiUaruey. 
The horses, ibvo^g^h some neglect of the driTer, 
took head, -when Mr. Wadd opeaed the ol^i^deHdoor, 
and threw himself on the ground. Mr. Tegart re- 
mained in the carriage, and after being carried two 
miles, got safely out of it, the liorses having been 
cheeked by a park- wall. On Mr. Tegart returmBg 
to the spot where Mr. Wadd had thrown hiufiself 
out, he found that unfortunate gentleman quite dead, 
although he had imagined that he saw him on his 
feet after the fail. 

^^ Mr. Wadd was a man of a cheeriiil disposition, 
and of high talents, and one much bek>ved and 
respected by all who kn^w him. Full of anecdote, 
he was a most entertaining companion, tat at the 
same time intellectual and instructive : so that while 
you laughed with the wit, you never ceased to regard 
the man of information and science.*' 
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In jiuguit, 1830. 

SOLAR PHENOMENA. 

The Sun enters Virgo at 7 m. after 5 in the after- 
noon of the 23d. of this month. 

Eclipse of ike Sun, 

The Sun will be eclipsed on the 18lh invisible at 
Greenwich ; the following ere the circumstances :— r 
Ecliptic cocQunction at 53 m. after II in the morn- 
ing in longitude 4s. 24^. 581'. the moon's latitude 
being at that time R 234'. south. 

liable of the Sun's Eising,aud Setting fir every 
Jifth day. 

Aug. 1st, San rises 20 m. after 4> vets 40 m. after 7 

eth, 28 4, .. 33 7 

nth, 36 4, .. dl 7 

leth, 45 4, .. 16 7 

21st, 54 4, .. 6 #7 

aOtb, 2 5, .. 6$ 6 

31st, 12 6^ .. 48 6 

ToMa 0/ the Equation of Time fin every fifth day. 

m. s. 
Sunday, Aug. 1st, to the time by the dial add 6 

Friday, — 6th, 6 36 

Wttdoosdasv — llth, 4 67 

Monday, -— 16th, 4 5 

Saturday, — 21st, 2 69 

Thursday, --26th, 142 

Tnewlay, —31st, ...016 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 
Phases of ike Moon. 
Full Moon, 4tli div» %t 67 m. after 12 at noon. 

Last Quarter, 11th 8 8 morning. 

New Moon, 18th 63 11 

FintQuaiter,aeth 3 Safteraoon, 

Ff2 
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Moon*8 Passage over the Meridian. 

The Moon will pass the first meridian at the 
following convenient times for observation, viz : — 

Aag. 1st, at 41 m. after 9 at night. 

2iid, ..34 10 

lOtfa, . . 47 4 in the morning. 

11th, .. 41 6 

12th, .. 35 6 

13th,.. 31 ...... 7 

I4th, . 27 8 

16th, . . 22 9 

24th, . . 25 • . . ,•• 4 in the afternoon. 

25th, .. 9 5 

26^1,.. 56 5 

27th, .. 44 ..... . 6 in the evening. 

28th,. .34 7 

29th,.. 28 8 

30th,.. 20 9atnight. 

31gt,.. 14 10 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 
Phases of Penus. 

Aug. lflt»*--Illnminated part == 9.50117 
Bark part = 2.40883 

Eclipses of the Satellites ofJnpiier. 

EMERSIONS. 

First Satellite, 16th day, 11 m. 11 s. after 10 at night 

Second Satellite, 1st .. 36.. 17 11 

2eth .. 40.. 1 8 

Third Satellite, 30th .. 52.. 47 8 

Conjunctiofi of the Moon with the Planets and 

Stars. 

Aug 6th, with f> in Aquarius at 10 at night. 

12th, . . y in Tauras .... 10 in the morning. 
12th, . . 1. 2 ^ in Taurus 12 at noon. 
12th, . . Aldeharan • . • • 5 in the aftemooo* 
19th, . . Mercury ...... 6 in the evening* 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury in hi$ superior conjunction at half-imst 
8 in the evening of the 4th of tbi& month. Mercury 



ftod Saturn in c^i^onetion ^t 6 in (be uiorning of 
the 9lh* Salum in conjunction at 3 in the morning 
of the 15tb. Mara will be stationary oa the 18th. 

URANUS IN OPPOSITION, 
The planet Uranus will be in this favorable posi* 
tion for observation, at seven ia the morning of the 
1st of this months forming a small triangle with ^ 
and in n Capricornus; it may be distinguished by 
its detoed disc^ and its shining with a bluish white 
light, as a star of the iifth magnitude. This pUnet 
was discovered by Her^chel, among the small stars 
in the feet of Gemini ; he suspected it at first to be 
a Comet unattended by any lumiaous nebulosity, on 
account of Its great distance; it was soon ascer- 
tained by him to have a progressive motion of 2jk" 
in an hour> and that it belonged to the planetary 
sy^tenit 

This remote pl^iet had been observed by Mayer, 
Le Monnier and Flamstead, and classed as a ^xed 
star; the latter has a sbur in his catalogue, which 
corresponds with its period, and is generally believed 
to have been the planet Uranus« 

The diurnal motion of Mercury is not satisfac* 
torily explained on account of his nearness to the 
Sun, 90 this motion in Uranus is undetermined on 
aecount of its distance, not any spots, (by which the 
rotation of a planet is ascertained) being visible on 
Us disc; it has been supposed that the axis is very 
little inclined to the ecliptic, and that the rotation 
about it, is not much less than that of Jupiter or 
Saturn, or 10 hours; some astronomers have also 
believed that a ring, similar to that of Saturn, cir* 
dilates around his orb. The great southern decli-- 
nation in which this planet has so long pursued its 
way» is very unftwoml^le for discoveries, not merely 
fima the diortness of the time, it is above the hori« 
MP, tol from the density of the atmosphere at the 

Ff3 
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low idtitode at which it passes the m^idian; its 
elevation is now increasing, and will continue to 
increase, for nearly the ensuing forty years. 

The primary had been discovered some time 
before the satellites were known to exist; wh^i 
first observed, they were considered as small 6xed 
stars^ near which Uranus was passing; their sito^ 
tion was noted, and in the course of a months they 
were ascertained to revolve about the newly disiso- 
vered planet The light of these satellites is exceed- 
ingly &int; the second is the brightest, and its 
orbit apparently elliptical ; their magnitude is sup- 
posed to be equal to those of Jupiter ; there are six 
satellites belonging to this remote planet; thecMry 
seems to intimate that more exist, though not dis- 
covered by our instruments; a lapse of six years 
occurred between the discovery of the primary, and 
the first observation of the second and fourth, and 
thirteen years before the other four satellites were 
seen. These satellites present anomalies in the 
system of secondary planets; those of Jupiter and 
l^tum, moving nearly in the same plane with their 
primaries, and in the order of the signs, while thoae 
of Uranus ascend through the shadow o( the 
primary nearly perpendicular to the ecliptic and 
are retrograde in their courses ; consequently Ura- 
nus has no Zodiac, nearly every part of the heavens 
as seen from it being intersected by some of the 
planetary bodies, either primary or secondary. It 
is conjectured that the first five satellites are re- 
tained in their orbits by the action of the equator 
of Uranus, and the sixth or others, if they exist, by 
an attraction of the interior satellites. 

In the national ephemeris of this country, this 
planet is called the Georgian, and by a few astrono- 
mers on the continent, Herschel, — that of UrMUS, 
howiBver, generally prevails, in which there seems 
a propriety, as being more in harmony with the 
appellations of the other bodies of the system. 
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~ * ■ - - ..,--■. .^ 

During the ev^ng^ of the spring and sttmnier 
iDOHthSy as the gentle twilight steals on the p9lb, 
the eyes maiy be elevated from the carpet, to the 
canopy of nature, and as the gathering shades pre- 
vinl, alternately admire the clustering hyacinth and 
Ae retiring Pleiades, — the tufted primrose, and the 
advancing Arcturus, — the tender violet, whose fra- 
grance indicates its lowly bed, and the soft azure of 
the evening sky. As the season advances, and 
other flowers spring from the earth, and other stars 
gain on the heavens, we may hail the opening bud 
of the rose, and the bright star in the hand of the 
virgin, — the glowing poppy, and the red star Anta- 
res, — the graceful lily in all its varieties, and Gemma 
in the Northern Crown ; while the gay and infinitely 
diversified Aster tribe is connected with the return ~ 
of the splendid trfiin of Taurus, Orion, and their 
bright companions. Thus are these pleasing de- 
monstrations of the Divine Being, which indicate 
so much tenderness and love, so associated with the 
magnificent displays of Creative power, that the 
mind cannot fail to perceive the same wisdom ma- 
nifested, whether in the germination of a seed, and 
the unfolding of a flower, or in the rolling of an 
orb, and the support of a system. 

** AU acts with Him are equal ; for no more 
It costs Omnipotence to build a world, 
And set a sun amidst the firmament, 
Than mould a dew-drop, and light up its gem/' 



How beautiful is night ! the balmiest sigh 

Which vernal zephyrs breathe in evening's ear. 

Were discord to the speaking quietude 

That wraps this moveless scene. Heaven's ebon vault, 

Stadded with stars unutterably bright, 

Seems like a canopy which love has spread 

To curtain her sleeping world. SheUty, 



ASTROimOCAL O0CUR1IEMCE8 



One Mm by dftjr, b^ nisit tea tboiuaiid shiBe, 

And Ugbt us deep into the D«ity ; 

How boundless in magnificence and might ! 

O what a confluence of etheriat fires, 

Trom tLtns nnnnmberod, down the steep of beavei^ 

StreaiM to ft poiat^ mm! oe&trea in the sight. Ytnmf. 



Night is the time to watch ; 

O'er oeeans^ daric expanse, 
To bail the Pleiades, or catch 

The full moon's earliest glance. 
Night is the time to think ; 

When, from the eye, the soul 
Takes flight, and, on the utmost brink 

Of ycHider starry pole. 
Discerns beyond the abysa of night 
The dawn of uncreated light. 

James Montgomery, 



How calm and clear 

The silent air, 
How smooth and still the glassy ocean, 

While stars above 

Seem lamps of love. 
To Mgbt the temple of devotion. J)r, PertivmL 

I love to gaze, at the midnight hour. 

On the heavens, where all is shining ; 
I feel as if some enchanting power 

Around my heart were entwining : 
To see the moon like a beacon fair. 

When the clouds sail swiftly by ; 
And the stars, like watch-lights in the air. 

Illumine the northern sky. 

I love to look at the silvery light 

Of the sparkling gem at the Pole, 
And view the others so fair and bright 

That round it continually rolL 
I love to picture each well-known sign 

Where planets their courses urge, 
And watch to see them more brightly shwe, 

Arrived at their topmost verge. 

Matthew Henrif Barker, 
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For August^ 1880. 

Hearen's sultry breath is heavy with perfame» 

And summer odours, summer kaes obtain; 
The forest* s stationary line of glpom. 

Dark and majestic, skirts the falgent plain. 
And now is langour creeping stealthily, 

With unopposed, and irresistible tread 
Orer the frame,— -The blue» religious sky, 

One stainless sapphire, arches oyer head 

With lore of loye ineffable, outspread ; 
Whilst health's full currents, equable and slow. 

Making it adoration to respire, 
iPhitll through the veins in warm perceptible flow, 
' As if the founts of life were rising higher. 
That man his Maker's praise might hymn with seraph's fire. 

B.Y, 

Hie influence of the Sun during this month brings 
forth fiiiit in great abundance^ and ripens the corn 
for harvest time. There is much pleasure derived 
firom agricultural pursuits at this season, and an- 
ciently persons of the greatest eminence did not 
think it beneath their attention. Gideon^ the judge 
of Israel^ quitted the threshing-floor to preside in 
the public assembly of his country. And Cincin- 
natus, the conqueror of the Volsci, left his plough 
to lead the Roman armies to battle ; and afterwards 
declined the rewards gained by his victories, to re- 
turn to his native fields. The great General Wash- 
ington found the most pleasing relaxation from pub- 
lic business in the management of his own estate. 
The Emperor of China, at the beginning of eyery 
spring, goes to plough in persoui attended by the 
princes and grandees of his empire ; he celebrates 
the close of the harvest among his subjects, and 
creates the best farmer in his dominions a mandarin. 

This is the month of harvest, ^^ The crops usually 
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begin with rye and oats, proceed with wheats and 
finish with peas and beans. Harvest-home is still 
the greatest roral holiday in England, because it 
concludes at onc^ the most laborious and most 
lucrative of the ftnners' employments, and unites 
repose and profit. Our ancestors used to burst into 
an enthusiasm of joy at the end of harveat, and 
appear even to have mingled their previous labor 
with considerable merry-making, in which they 
imitated the equality of the earlier ages. They 
crowned the wheat-sheaves with flowers; they 
sung, they shouted, they danced, they invited each 
other, or met to feast, as at Christmas, in the halls 
of rich houses ; and what was a very amiable cus- 
tom, and wise beyond the common wisdom that 
may seem to lie on the top of it, every one that had 
been concerned, man, woman and chiM, received a 
little present — ribbons, laces, or sweetmeats.*'— 
Leiffh Hunt. 

Harvest, however, i^ often retarded by pvtial 
storms : — 

Tis past ■ud-day"-Uie son witbdiaws his biMtti, 
And sultry and oppressive is the air ; 
While in the darkening south, still darker clouds 
Their fearful aspect show. The reapers gaste 
Silent, and trembling, on the frowning skies ; 
A sudden flash the wonted signal givosy 
And loud^ and long, the dreadful crash is heard ; 
Quicker the lightnings glance— th' increasing storm 
Approaches nearer: — mute the rustics stand. 
The master casts a pensive lock around ; 
Then upwaid turns his eyes ;— >a look that speaks, 
** Much com is yet abroad; a few days more. 
And all had been secure : — but, gracious heaven ? 
Thy will be done.*' Nearer the tempest comes ; 
To shun the torrents of a threafniag cloud, 
ney seek the shelter of an aged oak, 
Whose friendly boughs some shelter might afford. 
But, ere they reach it, a tremendous flash 
The knotty centre cleaves ! amaz'd, they shrink, 
As o'er their heads the dread explosion bursts, 
. Aad lolls in awftil majesty along. 
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Beep in the bosom of the hollow vale 
Aifirighted Echo murmurs her reply. 
Ctoter the reapers crowd ; for solemn fear 
PrevaUa iu every breast ! 

The gleaners fly 
With speed, and in the neighboring thicket hide : 
And woe to him, who, with dishonest hand, 
Has of% in secret from the sheaf ptirloia'd 
The tempting ear ; doubtless^ for him alone 
The lightnings glare ; and on his guilty head 
The fatal bolt must fall I Thus conscience speaks, 
While innocence itself, alarm'd, beholds 
A scene so terrible ! but the same power 
<At whose commABd the liery tempests rise, 
Can still them too. Then hush'd be every fear ; 
The God of harvest comes not to destroy ! 

Lightly the show'r descends : the thunder roils 
On. the far distant shores ; the op'ning skies 
Ea lovely azure glow, and all around 
The setting sun a soften'd lustre throws. 
Refreshing breezes fly across the plains, 
And dash the moisture from the drooping com. 
Tis mildness all, — and nature smiles again 
In sn^tt serenity,— -then sinks to rest ^ C, C Richardson, 

Among the flowers now in bloom is the belja- 
doooa lily, (amaryllis formosissima^) one of tbe 
most beautiful ornameDts of our gardens : when the 
sun shines full upon it, its deep red color sheds a 
lustre like gold. The first roots of this plaat ever 
seen in Europe were procured in 1593, on board a 
-ship which had returned from South America, by a 
physician at Seville. At first it was classed with 
tbe narcissus, and afterwards called Kllio narcis$i4s, 
because its flower resembled that of the lily, and its 
roots that of. the narcissus. It was also called ^o« 
JacobcmSy because «ome imagined that they disco- 
vered in it a likeness to the badge of tbe knights 
of the order of St. .lames in Spain, whose founder, 
in the fourteenth century, could not have been 
acquainted with this beautiful amaryllis. 

Tbe Guernsey lily (amafyllis SarniensisJ is now 
in flower, aad it^magmficeiice is Bot inferior to tbe 
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former. This plant was first brought fi^HU Japto, 
and was first cultivated at Paris, where it blowed 
for the first time on the 7th of October, 1634. It 
was called the Guernsey lily, by Roy, firom the fol- 
lowing circumstance: — ^A ship/ returning from Ja- 
pan, was wrecked on the coast of Guernsey, and a 
number of the bulbs of this plant, which wore on 
board, being cast on shore, took root in that sandy 
soil. As they soon increased and produced beau- 
tifiil flowers, they were observed by the inhabitants, 
and some of the roots were sent by the governor's 
son to his fi-iends, who were fond of cultivating 
plants. 

The odor of a garden at this season is delightfiil 
fi'om the combination of both fruits and flowers. It 
is said the fi'agrance of flowers depend upon the 
volatile oils they contain ; and these oils, by their 
constant evaporation, surround the flower with a 
kind of odorous atmosphere, which, at the same 
time that it entices larger insects, may probably 
preserve the parts of fructification from the ravages 
of the smaller ones. Volatile oils, or odorous sab- 
stances, seem particularly destructive to minute 
insects and animalcules which feed on the substance 
of vegetables : thousands of aphides may be usually 
seen in the stalk and leaves of tl^e rose ; but none 
of them are ever observed on the flower. Camphor 
is used to preserve the collection of nauticles. The 
woods which contain aromatic oils are remarked for 
their indestructibility, and for their exemption from 
the attack of insects ; this is particularly the case 
with the cedar, rose-wood, and cypress. The g^jtes 
of Constantinople, which were made of this last 
wood, stood entire from the time of Constantine, 
their founder, to that of Pope Eugene IV., a fi^riod 
of eleven hundred years. 

Some Gerinan philosophers have made researches 
into the properties of oils contained in oliaginous 
seeds, and found them as follows :— filberts 60 per 
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e&Ekt, gardeft cresses 56 to &6» olives 60, walnuts 50, 
poppies 47 to 50, almonds 46, colsa 39, whke mus- 
tard 96j tobacco seed 32 to 36, kernels of plums 33, 
white turnips 33, summer turnips 30, wood 30, 
iiemp seed 2&, l&r 24, linseed 22, black mustard 16, 
hditrope 15, beech mast 12 to 16, grape stones 10 
toll. 

The lady-bird and glow-worm will now be found 
in great numbers about our gardens. 

TO A GJ^OW-WORM. 

Litlie being of a day, 

Glowing in thy cell alone, 
Shedding light, with mystic ray, 

On thy path, and on my own ; 

Bost thou whisper to my heart ? 

** Though I grovel in the sod, 
Still I mock man's boasted art 

With the workmanship of God/* 

See 1 the fire-fly in his flight 

Scorning thy terrene career ; 
He, the eccentric meteor bright,-«- 

ThoQ, the planet of thy sphere. 

Why, within thy cayem damp, 
Thus with trembling baste dost cower? 

Fear*st thou I wonld'st quench thy lamp,-** 
Lustre of thy lonely bower ? 

No l^Hregain thy couch of clay. 

Sparkle brightly as before ; 
Man should dread to take away 

Gifts he never can restore. 

Butterflies now abound* of every variety. Mr. 
iUnnie, a most observant entomologist, observes, 
that '' butterflies do not, like the larger animals, 
increase in size as they grow older ; for every indi- 
vidual, from the moment that it becomes a butterfly, 
continues invariably of the same size from its birth 
till its death. Butterflies, indeed, seldom live longer 
than a^ few days, qr, at most, a few weeks, and 
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during this time tbey eat little except a sip of hooey: 
andi since this is so, it would be lybsurd to expect 
that tbey could increase in size. It must not^ bow- 
ever, be understood from this that the same species 
will always measure or weigh precisely the same ; 
for, though this will hold as a general rule, there 
are many exceptions, arising from the accidents the 
catterpillar may have suffered, from which an indi- 
vidual butterfly originated. It is only during the 
catterpillar state that the insect eats voraciously and 
grows in proportion ; and if it is, during this stage 
of its existence, thrown upon short allowance^ it 
cannot acquire the standard magnitude, and the 
butterfly will be dwarfed from the first, and may 
even be sometimes deficient in one or more of 
its wings ; a circumstance which I have witnessed 
more than once in butterflies reared by entomolo- 
gists, who sometimes forget to fiimish their catter- 
pillars with food. The same remarks, with respect 
to growth, apply to insects of every kind ; and the 
fact cannot be better exemplified than in the uni- 
formity of size in the house-fly, (musca domestica.J 
among which, scarcely one individual in a thou- 
sand, will be found to differ a hair's breadth in 
dimensions from its feUows. — Mag. Nat Hist. 

There is something extremely beautiftii in behold- 
ing various butterflies with their painted liveries 
floating in the sunbeams of a fine August morning, 
a period when the sun emits its effulgence in all its 
splendour. 

THE SUNBEAM. 

Thou art no longer in monarch's hall. 
A joy thou art, and a wealth to all ! 
A bearer of hope unto land and sea,-^ 
Sunbeam I what gift hath the world like thee ? 

Thou art walking the billows, and ocean smiles-^ 
Thou hast touch^ with glory his thousand isles ; 
Thou hast lit up the ships, and the feathery foam, 
And giadden'd the sailor, like words from home. ^ 
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To the solemn depths of the forest shades, 
Thou art streamiBg on through their green arcades, 
And the qoiYering leaTes that have oaHght thy glow. 
Like fire-flies glance to the pools below. 

I look'd on the moontains— a vapour lay 
Folding their heights in its dark array ; 
Thoa breakest forth—and the mist became 
A crown and a mantle of liying flame. 

I look*d on the peasant's lowly cot. 
Something of sadness had wrapt the spot ; 
But a gleam of thee on its lattice fell, 
And it laugh'd into .beauty at that bright spelU 

To the earth's wild places a guest thou art. 
Flushing the waste like the rose's heart ; 
And thou scomeat not from thy pomp to shed 
A tender smile on the min*s head. 

Thou tak*st through the dim church aisle thy way^ 
Aa its pillars from twilight flash forth to day. 
And its high pale tombs, with their trophies old. 
Are bathed in a flood as of molten g^ld. 

And thou tumest not from the humblest grave, 
Where a flower to the sighing winds may wave ; 
Thou scatterest its gloom like the dreams forest. 
Thou sleepest in love on its grassy breast 

Sunbeam of summer! oh, what is like thee? 

Hope of the wilderness, joy of the sea ! 

O^e thing is like thee to mortals given , 

The faith touching all things with hues of heaven ! 

'* Id the middle of this month, the young goldfinch 
broods appear, lapwings congregate, thistle-down 
floats, and birds resume their spring songs : a little 
afterwards flies abound in windows, linnets congre- 
gate, and bulls make their shrill autumnal bellow- 
ing ; and, towards the end, the beech tree turnft 
yellow, the first symptom of approaching autumn." 

SONG OF THE SUMMER WINDS. 

BY GEORGE DARLEY. 

Up the dale and down the boarne, 
O'er the meadows swift we jQy ; 
Now we sing and now we mourn. 
Now we whistle, now we sigh. 
.^' 6g2 
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By the glaiiY, fringed rirer, 

Thio«g1i ue mariMiriiig reeds we sweep ; 
^id the Hly^leaTes we qiiiTef, 

To their very hearts we creep. 

Now the rndden roM i^UaslttBg 

At the froKio things we say. 
While aside her cheek we're rmhiBg, 

Like some truant bees at play. 

Through the blooming groYes we rastle» 

Kissing every bud we pass,-* 
As we did it in the basrtle, 

Scarcely knowing how it was. 

Down the glen, across the mountain, 

O'er the yellow heath we roam. 
Whirling round about the fountaki, 

Till its little breaker's foam. 

Bending down the weeping willows, 

While our vesper hymn we sigh. 
Then unto our rosy pillows 

On our weafy wings we hie. 

ThM^ of idlenesses dreaming, 

Scarce from waking we refn^. 
Moments long as ages dreaming, 

Till we're at our play again. 

FrUnM^i Q^mi^, 1890. 
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This month bore several successive names among 
the Romans. The examples of Julias and Angustiis 
probably exdted their successors to this mode of 
-signalizing their memory. Its original title was its 
present one from the word septem, seven, and imber, 
rain, as this month was the seventh in the calendar 
before Numa, and as it was generally the commence- 
ment of the rains. The Emperor Tiberius was 
ofiered the nomination of this month by the Senate; 
which, however, he declined. By Domitian, a less 
scrupulous claimant of honors, it was entitled Ger- 
man icus, in record of a dubious victory over the 
Catti, a German people near the Elbe. It was sub- 
sequently eutitl^ Antoninus, in memory of the 
Emperor Antoninus Kus. By Commodius it viras 
called Herculeus, in honor of his asserted descent 
from Jupitier. The Emperor Tacitus was about to 
give it hi9 name, when his reign was suddenly 
closed. The preservation of the original name may 
be divided between the rapidity of those changes 
and the popular attachment. Probably an alteration 
of the csdendar would be among the measures most 
difficult to introduce into public habit. It is remark- 
ed, and>not unjustly, as an evidence of the popular 
sopreBftacy of Julius Ceesar and Augustus, that their 
names in the calendar were never disturbed or 
forgotten. The Saxons called this month Gerst, 
(barley,) Monaihy and Her fest Monath, fix^m the 
harvest. 

1. — ST. GILES. 

The tutelar Saint of Edinburgh, a native of Greece, 
who flourished in the sixth century, and was 
og3 
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descended of an illustrious family. On the deatik of 
his parents^ he gave all his estates to the pocHT) and 
travelled into ^ance. where he retired into u wil- 
demess near the conflux of the Rhone with the aea, 
and continued there three years* Having obtuned 
the reputation ot extraordinary sanctity, various 
nirades were attiibuted to him; and he founded a 
monasteiy in Languedoc, known long after by the 
name o£ St. Giles's. He died in the year 7fiS- 

In the reign of James 11. Mr. Preston, of Gorton, 
whose descendants still poness an estate in the 
county of Edinburgh, got possession of an arm of 
this saint which helbequeatc^ to the ctmrch of Edin* 
burghs For this donation, the magistrates granted 
a charter in favor of Mr. Preston's heirs, by which 
the nearest heir of the name of Preston was entitled 
to carry it in all processions* Iti^ also obliged 
themselves to found an altar in the church of St. 
Giles's, and appoint a chaplain for celebrating an 
annual mass for the soul of Mr. Pkieston; andlike^ 
wise that a tablet containing his arms, and «n ac- 
count of his pious donation, d^ould be put up in the 
chapel. 

2.«--166^. — LONPON Buainr, 

By the certificate of Jonas Moore mtA Balph 
Gatrix, the surveyors appointed to examine the 
niins, it appeared that the dreadful fire over*ran 
373 acres of ground within the walls of L6ttdoI^ 
«nd burnt 13,200 houses, 89 parish churches^ he^ 
sides chapels; and that only eleven parishes withhi 
the' walU were left standing. — Hughmu 

7.— "ST. BCNERCHUS. 

Eunerchus, or £vortius, was bishop of Orleans, 
and present at the council of Valentia, A. D. 37ft» 
Very little of his life is known. 

7.— *1709.-— SAMCRL lOni^fSON, L.L.D. BORN. 

The city of Lichfield claims the honor of gtving 
birth to many personis of literary celebrity^ espe-* 
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cialiy the gvent LeTiathao of English literature^ Dr. 
Johnson^ who was born in the house here repre- 
sented, on this day l^O^, O, S. Of his ancestors 




very little is known, and he hittiself toolc no delight 
in talking of them, for he observed to Mrs. Piozzi, 
'* there is little pleasure in relatiiig anecdotes of 
beggary." 

In the twenty-sixth year of his age, Johnson com- 
menced a school at Ediall Hall, about a mile west 
of Licbfield. Here he bad but tJNree scholars, one 
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<tf whom was the celebrated Garrick; he was coa- 
secmeatly obliged to relinquish this undertakingr^ 
aod at the instigation of a friend, with his pupil 
Garrick, resolved on trying their fortunes in the 
metropolis. This they did, and with what success 
is too well known to need our repeating. 

Every relic of so great a genius is worthy preser- 
vation, and with this feeling we have given place to 
the abi)ve views. The first is still standing, but the 
school house was pulled down in 1809. There is 
also another object of curiosity which is often visit- 
ed, from being called Dr. Johnson's fFillow. 




It stands in a field in sight of the Cathedral and 
the Bishop's palace, and the Doctor never visited 
his native place without examining his favorite tree, 

.8. — NATIVITY OF THB VIRGIN MART, 

A festival of the Romish church instituted by 
Pope Servius about the year 695. 
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14. — HOLT CEOSS. 

Tiiis festival was first introduced by the Romisb 
church in the year 615, on occasion of the recovery of 
some pieces of the cross, which Cosroes, king of 
Persia, took from Jerusalem when he plundered it«. 
The Emperor Heraclius defeated him in battle, 
retook the relic, and carried it back to Jenisalesi 
in triumph. 

Holy Cross was formerly called Holy-rood, and 
from this denomination Holy-rood Houses Edin- 
burgh, derives its name, 

17. — ST. LAMBERT, 

Lambert,^or as he is sometimes called Laudebert, 
was bishop of Maestricht, from which see he was 
ei^elled in 673, and retired to the monastery of 
Stavelo, where he remained seven years. He was 
afterwards restored to his bishopric, and murdered 
in 703, during some disturbances in the French 
governm^it. In 1240 his festival was ordained to 
be kept on this day. 

18.— GSOR6E I. AND II, LANDBl). 

This day is recorded in the almanacks to comme- 
morate the first landing of the house of Brunswick 
in this country, in the year 1714. 

2] . ST. MATTHEW. 

Matthew, or Levi, the apostle and evangelist, 
was the son of Alpheus, and of Jewish origin : pro* 
bably a Galilean* Before his call to the apostle- 
ship* be was a publican, or tax-gatherer to the 
Romans ; an office of bad repute among the Jews, on 
account of the covetousness of those who managed 
it. His office particularly consisted in gathering 
the customs of all merchandize that came by the 
sea of Galilee, and the tribute payable by passengers 
who went by water. Here he sat at the receipt of 
customs, when our Saviour called him. It is pra> 
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(Mible, that living at Capernaum^ the place of Christ's 
usual residence, he might have some previous 
knowledge of him. Matthew immediately express^ 
his satiafacdon, by entertaining our Saviour at a 
great dinner at his own house, whither he invited 
ail his friends, especially those of his own profession^ 
hoping^ probably, that they might be influenced by 
the company and conversation of Christ. He con^ 
tinned with the rest of the aposdes till after our 
liord's ascension. For the first eight years after- 
wards, he preached in Judea. Then he went to pro* 
migate the gaspel among the Gentiles, and chose 
Ethiopia as the scene of his apostolical ministry; 
where it is said he suffered martyrdoiti, though 
others say he suffered in Parthia, or Persia. Bare- 
nlus tells us, the body of St. Matthew was trans- 
ported from Ethiopia to Bethynia, and thence ta 
Salernum in Naples, A. D. 954, where it was found 
in 1080, when Duke Robert built a church, dedi<» 
cated to his name. 

24. 1828. REV. DR. NICHOLL DIED, iETAT 35. 

The Rev, Alexander NichoU, D.D. was born ia 
Aberdeenshire, in 1793. He was educated at the 
College of Aberdeen, and at the eai'Iy age of fifteen 
was sent to Oxford through the interest of Bishop 
Skinner. On completing his studies he took the 
ntuation of travelling tutor to a young gentleman, 
after which he obtained tlie situation of under* 
librarian in the Bodleian Library. There availing 
himself of the vast treasures of Oriental manuscripts, 
chiefly uncatalogued, he made himself master of the 
Hebrew, Arabic, Persic, Syrian, Ethiopic, Sanscrit, 
and various other Eastern dialects. He drew up 
and published a catalogue of the manuscripts 
brought from the East by Dr. Clark; and under- 
took the herculean task of completing the general 
catalogue of the Oriental manuscripts in the Bod- 
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leian Library, amounting to more than 30,000 in 
nimiber, whicli bad been commenced more than a 
century before, by Uri, the celebrated Hungarian. 
This procured for Mr. Nicholl a splendid literary 
r^utation throughout Europe. He h^d examined 
erery great European collection of Oriental manu- 
scripts, and chiefly corresponded in Latin; but wrote 
and spoke with ease and accuracy, French, Italian, 
Crerman, Danish, Sweedish, and Romaic. 

Through the interest of the late Earl of Liverpool,. 
Dr. Nicholl was appointed, in 1822, to the Hebrew 
chair at Oxford; and he took his rank as Regius 
Professor, and as Canon of Christ-church, with a 
salary of about ^'2000. instead of ^^^200. a year, 
which he received as under-librarian. His exertions 
were unremitting in his new situation ; but, being 
of rather slight constitution, he was attacked with 
an inflamation in the trachea which carried him off 
mddenly, at Oxford. 

26. — ST. CYPRIAN. 

. Thascius Csecilius Cyprianus, or Cyprian, was 
bom at Carthage, and continued a heathen till the 
test twelve years of his life. He was a teacher of 
rhetoric in his own city ; and St. Jerome informs 
us, that he often employed it in defence of paganism. 
fle was converted by Cacilius, a priest, about the 
year 246 ; and as a proof of the sincerity of bis con- 
version, he composed several very able works in 
defence of Christianity; for which the bishop of 
Carthage ordained him a priest. He consigned all 
his goods to the poor; gave himself up entirely to 
devotion; and when the bishop died, in 248, was 
appointed to succeed him. In consequence of some 
severe edicts against Christianity being issued by 
0ecius, the people insisted upon Cyprian being 
thrown among the lions in the amphitheatre, to 
avoid which, he withdrew from the city* When 
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the popular ferment was allayed he returned^ but 
at length fell a martyr in thd persecution under 
Valerian and Galienus, m 258. 

26.-— OLD HOLT-BOOD. 

See Holy CrosSj page 345. 

29. — ST. MICHASU 

The archangel, or prince of angels, who prerided 
over die Je^i^ nation, as other angels did over the 
Gentile world. According to the Scriptures, he had 
an army of angels under his command, and fought 
with the dragon, or Saturn* and his angels; with 
whom he contended about the body of Moses. The 
Romish church celebrates three appearances of 
Michael: the Protestant church only one —-his ap* 
pearance at CoIosssb, in Phrygia, to which this day 
is dedicated, ' 

St. Michael's Mount, Cornwall, was named after 
the archangel. Previous to the sixth century, ac- 
' cording to Ptolemy, it was called Ocrinum, but soon 
after the siictb century it received its present niune, 
from the apparition of St. Michael, whose appear- 
ance, according to the monkish legends, to sonie 
hermits on this mount, occasioned the foundation of 
a monastery. The place where the vision sat was 
a craggy spot, in a dangerous situation, near the 
upper part of the rock, which, in the time of Carew, 
stilt bore the name of Si. Michael's Chair $ but tiiat 
appellation has since been transferred to a more 
accessible but equally dangerous spot, on the summit 
of one of the angles of the chapel tower. 

However little the credit that can be attached to 
this wild tale, it is certain that the mount became 
halk)wed at a very early period, — that it was renown- 
ed for its sanctity, and was for a time an object of 
frequent pilgrimage* The superstitious veneratSott 
piM to it by the mistakenly devout, is aiioded to^kf 
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Spenser, in bis Shepherd's Calendar^ and in terms 
ftvffitfiently explicit to mark its fame. 

In eyil bour thou lenst in bond 

Thus holy hills to blame, 

For sacnid unto saints they stond, 

And of them havQ tbeif name : 

St. MichaePs Mount vbo does not know^ 

That wards the western coast ? 

Its ftucred cliaraeler Imm also beea alluded to by 
a philosopher, as well as a poet, of our own days. 

Majestic Michael rises ; he whose brow 

Is crowned with castles, and whose rocky sides 

Are clad widi dndcy ivy ; be whose base 

Beat by the storms of ages, stands unmoved 

Amidst the wreck of things — ^the change of time. 

That base encircled by the azure waves 

Was once with verdure clad ; the towering oaks 

Here wavM their branches green ; the sacred oaks, 

Whpse awful shades among, the Druids strayM> 

To cut the hallow'd misletoe, and hold 

High converse with their gods. 

Sir Humphery Davy. 

It' is a very common cu^i^tom to have a goose for 
dhmer on Michaelmas day, the origin of which has 
been thus related : — Queen Elizabeth, in her way 
to Tilbury Fort, on the 29th of September, 1589, 
dined at the an<;ienC seat of Sir Neville Umfreville, 
near that place ; and as the queen hfid much 
rather dinfe off a high-seasoned and substantial dish, 
than.a simple rcz^oii^ or fiicasse, the knight thought 
proper to provide a pair of fine geese to suit the 
pidate of his royal guest. After the queen had dined 
very heartily, she asked for half a pint of Burgundy, 
and drank '^ Destruction to the Spanish Armada !'* 
She had but that moment returned the glass to the 
knight, who had done the honors of the table, when 
the news came (as if the queen had been possessed 
«of the spirit of prophecy,) that the Spanish fleet had 
be«i destroyed by a storm. She immediately took 
Hh 
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aooiber biimper» in order to din^t Ibe goom and 
good news ; and was so pleased wilh the evettl» that 
every year after, on that dw, she had the above 
eixcellent dish served up. The court made it a 
custom, and the people the fasbioii, ever since. 

30. 9Vm JSaOM B. 

One of the most learned fathers of the church, 
the son of Eusebius, was bom in 340, at Stridon, 
near DaUnatia. He studHMi at Rome^ and travelled 
into other countries, till the year S/H^ when he 
retired into a desert in Syria. Being persehited 
by Melitiua's party, he was compelled to go to Jeru- 
salem, wber^ he still prosecuted his studies, and was 
ordained as a priest, In 38S he was made secretary - 
to Pope Damasus, but afterwards retired to the 
monastery of Bethlehem. He died in his eightieth 
year, in 4i2. 
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I^ Sun emen Libra at 51iq. after 1 of tbe after- 
iiQOttaftbe3Sd0flhbnoath; hb true {rface in the 
heavens is near % a suur of the third luagnitude^ in 
the left shoulder of the Virgin. 

The Earth, in its annual course, on this day 
^taibs that poaidon which enables it to receive the 
solar influence from pole to oole, and the days and 
nights are consequently equal in every region of the 
globe ; after diis day the arch described by the Sttn 
above the horizon will be observed sensiblv to 
^minish, and darkness gradually to extend its 
reign. 

The emUems of thedybg year will present them- 
selves fai rapid and ittM&ni^holy succession : the 
sickly-tinted foliige of the wood* the grove, and the 
garden ;i^the leaf, borne from the bough with the 
feeblest breath, and flitting to the ground in mazy 
circles ;-— the pensive strain of the robin, warbling 
forth a farewell to the parting season ; — and the 
moaning gale heralding the icy car of Winter: but 
amidst these scenes of change and desolation, the 
brilliant constellations of winter re-appear and pur- 
sue their unwearied and unerring courses, shining 
forth from their depths of immensity with unfading 
splendour, to cheer the gloomy nights of the 
Bor&em world.-^Xs/a^afy Oazetie. 

Eclipm of ike Sun. 

The Snn will be eclipsed at 28 m. after 2 of the 
morning of the 17th of this month, in longitude b 
signs 23"" 39|' i the moon's latitude at the time will 

Hh2 
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bfi ^ 13^' N. Tbe eclipse will not be viftible to the 
British Isles. 

Table of the Sun'M Hieing and Setting for every 
. fifth dajf. 

Sept. 1st, San rises 14 m. after 6, sets 46 m. after 6 

eth, 23 6, ., 37 6 

11th, 33 

16th, 43 

31st, 6a 



6, ., 27 6 

6, .. 17 6 

6, .. 7 % 

6, ., 68 5 



2eth,...^.., 2 

Equaikm of Time. 

When mean time is to be found from that indi- 
cated by the position of the Sun, the following quau- 
titles must be subtracted from the time as given by 
a good sun-dial, and the remainders will be the time 
required. 

TABLE. 

in* s« 
Wednesday, Sept 1st, from the time by tbe dial tmhtrett ^ 9 

Monday, — 6th, 140 

Saturday, — /11th, 3 22 

Thursday, —16th, • 5 6 

Tuesday, — 2l8t, * 6 61 

Sunday, —26th, .....dM 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phases of the Moon. ^ ^ 

Full Moon 2d day at 38 m. after 10 at night* 

Last Quarter 9th .... 68 1 in the altera. 

New Moon 17th .... 28 2 in the morn. 

First Quarter 26th .... 62 6 

Total Eclipse of the Moon. 

The moon will be totally eclipsed on tbeaighlof 
the 2nd of this month, the whole of which, from its 
commencement to its termination, will be visible to 
the British Isles, together with Italy, Greece, Fraaee, 
Spain, &c. ; it wiU be partially visible froai the 
western parts of Asia,, to the eastern regiom of 
America. . / • - 
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Tli« fi>ttowing are the cirettUMmees under which 
it will take place : yis. 

hrt* Ma. 

BegianiBgoftlMeelipM...* 8 50 
Beffinndng of totel darkness 9 47i 

Ecliptic opposltioii 10 37} 

Middle 10 dS 

End of total daikness 11 ttf 

EttdoftieoolipM ........13 26 

WfHu eciipsod* n^ 40h' torn tke iMiHiiMilidS of tib^ 
Ewrlli's shadow. 

The eclipse will occur in the Hirer of Aquarius, 
and commence when the mooti is south-eftst, at an 
altitude of 18^ above the horizon; when fiilly 
immersed in the earth's shadow, it will pursue its 
course through an arc of 25<> of its apparent revo« 
lution totally eclipsed ; it is probable, however, that 
it will continue visible, though with a red and 
dreary aspect. In some eclipses, the moon has en« 
tiifely (Usappeared as if blotted from the face of the 
heavens, — this was the case in the total eclipses that 
occurred in the years 1601, 1^20, and 1642; it will 
begin to emerge from this gloom about half an hour 
brfore it arrives at the meridian, and at twenty 
iHinutes after, will have entirely escaped the earth's 
shadow. 

Tlie shadow of the earth, into which the moon 
passes when eclipsed, grows less and less', till it 
ends in a point, which is the vertex of a cone having 
the earth for its base; this conieal shadow varies in 
length according to the position of the earth in its 
orbit; being longest when the earth is in aphelion, 
and shortest when in perihelion ; its mean length 
is about three and a half times the moon's distance 
from the earth ; the breadth of the cone at that part 
where it is traversed by the moon is about three 
times the moon's diameter, though this also varies^ 
lot the nearor the moon is to the earth, the larger is 
the portion of the shadow it has to pass through. 
HhS 
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The mooQ camiot cootioue loBf er io ^ the lunbra 
than S h. 57 m. 6 s. or be totally pkinged ui^ H^ 
beyond one hour and three quarters ; in the present 
instance the duration of the eclipse is 8 h. 36 m., 
and of total obscuration 1h. 40im.; the centre of 
the moon will pass very near the centre of the 
earth's shadow, deviating^ from it only 2' 12" north. 

All that is eclipsed beyond twelve digits, (or, as^ 
they are now more firequently ciilled^ de^ees,) indi- 
cates the quantity of the shadow over the moon'a 
diameter, measured from that edge to which it is 
nearest in the middle of the eclipse. 

Lunar Eclipse of the 2d of September. 




In the preceding diagram, the larger circle is 
intended to represent a section of the earth's 
shsidow; B, the moon at the commencement of the 
eclipse ; the dark circle near the centre, the posi- 
tion of the moon at the middle of the eclipse, and £, 
the moon when it has escaped from the Earth's 
shadow 

About the middle of the eclipse, the moon will be 
in conjunction with X in Aquarius, a star of the 
fourth magnitude. 



Eclipses have in all ag«8 of the world, in civilized 
as well as barbarous countries, been regarded with 
powerful interest, and considered indicative of dis-* 
ease or agony in the dimmed luminary; also, as the 
precursors of the downfal of nations, the death of 
princes, and violent political disasters ; the crafty 
have availed themselves of these superstitious fears, 
to worjc upon the feelings of the weak and credu- 
lous» which proves that what is uncommon, and 
apparently against the course of nature, more iire- 
sistibly strikes the senses, and rouses the passions, 
than that which is uniform in the phenomena of the 
universe. The heavens never so much attract the 
wandering ^aze, as when an unexpected comet 
glides majestically from constellation to constella^ 
tion ; the Sun is unheeded in its course unless his 
orb be eclipsed, or his disc covered with spots ; the 
moon is chiefly an object of interest when her silvery 
orb plunges into the earth's shadow ; — but no sooner 
does the splendid visitor disappear from the heavens, 
or the Sun's disc exhibit its uniform splendour, and 
the bright moon roll through the blue heavens un- 
shorn of her lustre, — then, these celestial luminaries 
may move on in their courses unnoticed by the un-* 
thinking throng. The Christian philosopher, — he 
views these events with other eyes, and whether the 
Queen of Night shines as a. crescent, or sheds from 
her full orb floods of glory, or when for a short space 
of time (as in the present eclipse,) she is disrobed 
of her brightness, and 

** A settling crimson stains her beauteons faee/' 
he still views this constant companion of our earth 
in its ceaseless circles round the Sun, as '^ the 
fiAtl^l witness in heaven." 

O thou bright orb, whose pore and placid beams 
Enchantment throws o'er nature^s scenes sublime ; 
The Christianas course, like thine, all beanteous seems, 
And bnghtly shines amidst the storms of time. 
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Calm and serene in this dark Tale of tears. 

On Hope's exalting nfing his spirit flies ; 

A ** sm smull Toice/' his saffering spirit oheerS, 

Am4 whispers peace bejoiid the amie skies. 

How blest is he who hears that voice divine, 

That whispers peace when time shall be no more ; 

How blest my lot, could that sweet peace be mine, 

When tilifs T^ scene, and life's poor play are o'er. 

O tiion who mnst this joyM gift impart, 

Grant me thy peace, and heal my broken heart. P. 

MotnCz Pas$age over ike Meridian. 

From the passages of the Moon over the first 
meridiatt this month, the following have been 
selected as the most convenient for observation: 
vi2. 

Sept. 8th, at 38 m. after 4 in the monmig. 

9th, .. 34 6 

10th, .. 30 6 

nth, .. 96 ...... 7 

12th, .. 20 8 

13th. . . 12 9 

23rd, . . 46 4 in the afternoon. 

24th, . . 34 5 

26tfa,..94 6 

28Ui, ..16 7 in the evening. 

27th,.. 9 8 

28th,. 2 9 

29th,. .56 9 

30di,..61 10 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 

Phases of Venus. 

The phases of Venus were discovered by Gftiyea, 
in the year 161 1 ; he sent the discovery to WilKam 
de Medici, to communicate it jto Kepier^ It was 
conveyed in this cypher, — *^ Hsec immaturas a me 
frustra leguntur, o, y;" which, properly arranged, 
is — *^ Cynthias floras sBmuIatur mater aanonmi ;*' 
that is, ^^ Venus emiilales the phases of the nsooar/^ 
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The comparative phases at the commencemetit 
of the present month are as follows : viz. 

Sept. Ist.—- Illnminated part = 10^49884 
Dark part s 1^1 16 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

The following are the visible eclipses of these 
satellites this month : viz. 

EMERSIONS. 

First Satellite, Ist day, 30 m. 64 a. after 8 at night 

24th . . 46 . , 13 8 

Second Satellite, 27th .. 22.. 26 8 

IMMERSION. 

Third Satellite, 6th day, 34.. 60 Oatnight. 

EMERSION. 

Fourth Satellite, 9th day 9 .. 24 9 at night. 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Fixed Stars* 

Sept. 6th, with v in Pisces at 10 at night 

7th, . . fi in CetttS. ... 1 in the mom. 

Other Phenomena. 

Jupiter wilt be stationary on the 4th of this month. 
Venus and Saturn in conjunction at 6 in the morn- 
ing of the 13th. Venus in conjunction with Rc^gn- 
lus in Leo at 9 in the evening of the 14th. Mercury 
in conjunction with Spica Virginis on the 18th at 
midnight ; at his greatest elongation on the 17th, 
and stationary on the 30th. 

MARS IN OPPOSITION. 

The planet Mars will be in this position of its 
orbit relative to the earth, at a quarter after 3 of the 
afternoon of the 19th of this month, near two small 
stars in Pisces. The situation of Mars, when in 
opposition, has long been of interest to the practical 
aslwnomer; next to a transit of Venus over the 
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SwdV dfaie, it is tlie most eligible for (tetermining 
the earth's distsaoe firora the Sun, though observa- 
lioDS of the transits of the one, and the oppositions 
of the other, are methods not immediate and direct. 
A superior planet at the time of opposition is then 
nearest the earth, and its apparent place in the starry 
iMaveDS coincides with its true place, or, the ob- 
served longitude is the same as the true longitude, 
all calculations being referred to the Sun as the 
centre ; the nature of the observation is, to deteri- 
mine with good instruments, at places in opposite 
hemispheres, each about 50° or 60^ from Uie equator, 
the positions of the planet, relative to the nearest 
fixed star, at the same moment of absolute time, — 
die diference of these positions will furnish suflSi- 
dentdata^ to solve the ioteresttng problem of plane- 
tary distances, which, in the case of Mars, indicates 
his horizontal parallax to be 23''.6, and consequently 
hb distance from the Sun 144 miUfons of miles* 

Mars is the only superior planet that exhibits a 
sensible deviation from a iuH disc ; this occurs when 
he is in quadrature, and be then appears gibbous, 
bring defective •}• of his diameter; when Jupiter is 
sitnilarly circumstanced, he is defirotive ^h ^^ ^^ 
diameter; but this is a quantity too small to be 
dttecled by the most exquisite instrumeats* 

The diameter of Mars varies, (as witli alt tbA 
other planets,) according to his distance ; the angle 
under which his disc is sometimes seen, when In 
opposition, is 56", its least, or when in conjuncthm 
with the Sun being 19" ; when appearing under its 
greatest angle, it shines with a bright red light, and 
has been considered by many as a new star, for 
which it was taken in the year 1719. 

There seems some physical cause, (arising pro- 
bably from his atmosphere, which is believed to be 
' very dense,) that renders the surface of this planet 
oceaiioiiaUy so very Indistinot ; when in opposition, 
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There are several pomts of resemblance betwieeis 
Mars luid^our Earth -, hk dulj^motioD, and the na- 
ture of his seasons are similar : the white sfioli 
observed about his poles are supposed to be nass^ 
of uomelted shouts, in which a variatioii occurs^ as 
either pole is turned towards the Sun by tibe pianel^tf 
aoQual motion* 

METEOR. 

(Seen Septemher I6th, 1829.^ 

On the afternoon of Tuesday, the ISth- in^tasl, 
Deptford was visited by a short but violent storm ci 
thunder and lightning: the flashes of lightnings 
were of unusual vividness^ and the peals of thunder 
veiry loud and protracted. At two minutes and a 
half after foiur a fire-ball fell a few yards to the 
north of St. Paul'sNchurcb»-*it was accompanied by 
a sharp cracking explosion; its course was^from the 
west, and inclined U> the horizon in an angle of 
about forty degrees ; the more condensed part of 
the ball, as observed at the distance of about fifty 
yards, was probably nine or ten minutes in diameter, 
of an irregular form, and reddish^ hue ; the color 
of the streams that proceeded from the upper part 
and sides more nearly resembled the flash of light- 
ning with which the descent of the ball and the 
explosion was simultaneously attended. The storm 
eame from the north-west, and did mok continue 
longer than twenty minutes : about tweive minutes 
after the fire-ball fell, the Sun was shining dearly.^- 
Literary QoMette. 

Halos accompanied with Colored S ia d o mi» 

When in die neighbourhood of Caiidia» tm the 
first of September, about sun-set, there was a large 
halo enciroUsg Ae Sun^ and to tins wcceeded a 
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deq> glow of evening crimson. The heavens were 
cloudless, and the sky was serene and clear. Under 
Mch circumstances as these, it was singular that 
every shadpw in the ship was tinted : an occurrence 
wbidi generally accompanies double refraction. 
The shadows which fell upon the white scuttles 
were of azure blue; and those that fell upon the 
riling and sails, to which the Sun had imparted a 
slight reddish tint, varied from blue to green. The 
sea was agitated, and did not reflect the Sun. On 
th<»se portions of the sails which the Sun had tinted 
with the deepest red, the green predominated over 
the blue. A similar, and no less brilliant appear- 
anoe, was observed on the 3rd of September; and 
in both instances there was not only no double 
shadow, but the Sun was surrounded by a halo. — 
Tlie tint thus Imparted to the shadows, must have 
arisen from the yellowish-grey stratum of mist, 
which lay between the ship and the Suu. — 
7Vatv/f in Egypt, lAbyOy Nubia^ and Dongola, 
between ike Years 1820—1825. By Dr. C. G. 
Ehrenberg, and Dr. W. F. Hemprich. 
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JPbr September^ 1830. 

'' How splendid all the sky ! how still ! 

How mild the dying gale I 
How soft the whispers of the rill, 

That wind along the vale I 
So tranquil nature's works appear. 
It seems the sahbath of the year : 
' As if the summer's labour past, she chose 
This season's sober calm for blandishing repose/' 

Flora is beginning to withdraw her favors from 
the earth; still the garden presents a cheerful 
appearance through the greater part of the month. 
Among the plants in flower is the Italian pimpernel, 
golden star lily, Michaehnas daisy, oval fleabai^e^ 
golden and pendulous starwort, rose feverfew, ama- 
rella, harvest bell, downy helenium, and others of 
equal beauty* 

The berries of the deadly nightshade (atropa 
belladonna ;) ripen this month. This plant should 
not be introduced into gardens, as it is, in every 
part, poisonous; and, from Its beautiful appear- 
ance and sweet taste of the berries, often allures 
children, and even grown persons, to eat them ; — 
from which fatal consequences have often occurred. 
In the New Year's Gift for 1830, is the following 
sweet and affecting poem, on a real incident which 
fell within the wnter's own knowledge. 

THE DEADLY NIGHTSHADE. 

A FACT. 

Two lovely children went, when sammer was in prime, 
Into a garden beautiful, beneath a southern clime ; 
A broker and a sister — ^twins, and each to each most dear, 
Was not the mother of these babes beset with any fear? 
li 
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And brightly shone the sammer sun upon that gentle pair. 
Who plucked each gaudy flower that grew in rich profusion 

there; 
Or chaiied the idle butterflies, those fair, defenceless things, 
That round them tantaUzing danced uppii their silken wings. 

With many a flower which they had plucked, a mimic groye 

they made, 
But wondered, when they came again, they had so soon 

decayed ; 
And grieving, each the other asked, why all the roses red. 
Which freshly bloomed an hour before, now drodping hong 

their head ? 

'Twas in that season of the year when on the blooming earth 
Each flower and plant, and shrub and tree, to all their fruits 

gave birth ; 
But mid them all, and most exposed to catch the passing 

view, 
With purple flowers and berries red, the deadly nightshade 

grew! 

Up rose the little boy and ran, upon the bush to gaa^t 
And then his sister followed quick, and both were ii| amase. 
For berries half so beautiful they ne'er before had seen, 
So forth he rashly stretched his hand among the branches 
green. 

'< Oh, Edward ! Edward ! do not touch— remember, i^other 

said, 
That poisonous fruit in clustres grew, though beautifiil and 

red; 
And that it had a tempting look, inviting to the eye, 
But if a single one we eat, that we should surely die/' 

^* O ! Charlotte, Charlotte, do you think that these can do us 

harm. 
Or that such pretty fruit as this need cause us such alarm? 
For surely if they poisonous are, they bitter then must be. 
So I will taste a single one, and we shall quickly see !'' 

Then forth he stretched his little hand, and he a berry 

plucked, 
And to his lips he put the fruit, and in the poison sucked; 
And when he found the joice was good, he bade his sister 

eat;^ 
^^ For it is pleasant to the taste, so cooling and so sweet'' 
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These cbiM^en then the berries paHed, and of them eat their 

Nor did thay ever dream the whll^, that they were doin^ ill : 
** Tis not the fruit that mother meant/' e^cnltingly they cried. 
And m^ry was their prattling iangh, to see their fingers 
dy^d. 

Bnt Mddenly the sister stopped, her rosy theek grew pale : 
** Oh, hrolhier ! brother ! hold toe np, for something doth me 

ail; — 
I feel so weak, I cannot stand,— the trees are dancing 

round. 
Oh, SdWard ! Bdward ! clasp my hand, and place me on the 

ground/^ 

Ite gently laid his sister down, and bitterly did cry. 

And every means fo ease her pain and calm her fears did 

But soon he felt himself tnm siok, and feeble, chilly, weak,-^ 
Aiid> as he tottered on the gns^s, he. bruised his sister's 
cheek. 

EMthaNisted thdng^ that infhnt iraS, upon his tender breast 
file placed the httk Charlotte's head, that she might softer 
rest: 

Tde hapless creature did but think his sister only slept ! 
And "when hl6 Eyesight dimmer grew, to her he closer crept. 

He evening closed upon Aese babes, who slept away their 

tM^ath; 
And, mourning o'er his cruel task, away went grieving 

deatti : 
AM they who had the sacred trust, these cherctbs dear to 

keep. 
Beheld them where they quiet lay, but thought they were 

asleep. 

When they the hapless sufferers raised from that last fond 

embrace, 
A half>-formed smile was seen to dwell upon each paly face; 
Alas ! that such twin roses fair, which morning saw in 

bloom. 
Should wither in the sunny land, ere came the twilight 

gloom. 

Florence. 

ii2 
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During^ this month the champignon, (campeB- 
tris;) or common mushroom, is found la great 
plenty in woods, old pastures, and at the sidbs of 
roads, in which places it generally attains great per- 
fection. The supposed characteristics of a good 
mushroom are hardness and solidity, a little brown- 
ish on the top ; and, when young, a thickish white 
*kin covering the gills ; the gills, for the most part, 
of a pink or flesh colour; tbe stalk also large, in 
proportion to the size of the cap. There is also a 
peculiar smell in a good mushroom, with which 
those who are acquainted with them cannot be 
deceived. Whenever a fungus is pleasant in flavor 
and odor, it may be considered wholesome ; if, on 
the contray, it have an ofi*ensive smell, — a bitter, 
astringent, or styptic taste, or even if it leave an 
unpleasant flavor in the mouth, it should not be 
considered fit for food. The colour^ figure^ and tex- 
ture^ f^ these vegetabksj do not, however j afford any 
character on which we can safely rely. But, in 
general, those should be suspected which grow in 
caverns and subterraneous passages, on animal mat- 
ter undergoing putrefaction, as well as those whose 
fle^ is soft or watery. All edible species should be 
thoroughly masticated before taken into tbe sto- 
mach, as this greatly lessens the injurious effects 
produced by the poison. When, however, this 
dangerous mistake has been made, vomiting should 
be excited immediately, and then the vegetable 
acids should be given, such as vinegar, lemon, or 
apple juice; after \vhich, to stop the excessive 
*" bilious vomiting, antii^pasmodic remedies should be 
exhibited. Infusion of gall nuts, oak and Peruvian 
bark, are recommended, as capable of neutralizing 
the poison. Spirit of wine and vinegar extract 
some part of their poison, and tanning matter 
decomposes the greater part of it. 

As the com harvest is generally over by the latter 
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end of August, the law allows partridge shooting to 
begin on the first of September. This well-known 
bird is found in every country and climatei from t^e 
frozen pole to the torrid tracks under the equator ; 
and, by a kind provision of nature, it adapts itself to 
the temperature of the climate where it resides. 
As soon 99 the ipy winter s^te in, the partridge of 
Greenland, which was brown in the sutumer, 
begins to take a covering suited to the season : it 
is then clothed with a warm down beneath, and its 
outward plumage assumes the color of the snow, 
amidst which it seeks its food ; thus doubly pro- 
tected, by increase of warmth and change of color, 
from the inclemency of the weather, and the notice 
of its enemies. Partridges pair early in the spring, 
and, about the month of May, the female lays from 
fourteen to eighteen eggs, in a hole in the ground. 
Many interesting stories are told of their attachment 
to their young, and of the wonderful instinct im- 
planted ib them by the God of nature, for the sup- 
port and protection of their offspring- 
Herrings pay us their annual visit this month, 
and afford a rich harvest to the inhabitants of the 
eastern and western coasts. 

We shall close this month with a charming do- 
mestic picture of the harvestseason from the delight- 
ful pen of the poetess of Nottingham. 

THE HOUSEHOLD FESTIVAL. 

BY MARY HOWITT. 

'Twas when the harrest-moon came slowly op, 
Broad, red and glorious o'er dark groves of pine; 

In the hashed eve, when closed the flow'ref s cup, 
And the blue grape hung dewv on the vine, 
Forth from a porch where tenorilied plants entwine^ 

Weaving a shadowy bower of odorous things, 
Rich voices came, telling that there were met 

Beauty and youth, and mirth, whose buoyant wings 
Soaring aloft o'er thoughts that gloom and fret, 
Gave man release from caro or lored him to forget, 
lis 
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And as the moon rose higher in the sky, 
Casting a mimic day on all around, 

lighting dim garden patiis, tiirongfa branehes Itight 
That cast their chequered shadows on the giomd, 
light maidens, dancing ¥dth elastic bounds 

like fairy rcTellers, in one place was seen ; 
And gentle friends were slowly pacing, where 

The dark, thick lanrels formed a bowery screen ; 
Amd merry children, like the moonlight fair, 
With their wild, pealing laughter, filled the perAuned air. 

Anotiier hour,— ^md in a lighted room 

Where glorious pictures lined the lofty wall, 
They sate in social ease, — ^no brow of gloom. 

No saddened, downcast eye, that might recal 

Sorrowful musing, dimmed the festivaL 
It was in honour of a gallant youth, 

Those friends were met, the friends he dearest loved. 
All wishing he were there ; and well, in sooth, 

Might his gray father unto tears be moved. 

Listening his grateful praise,— >his tears were unieproved. 

Her bright eyes sparkling with delight and love, 

Told his young sister of his travel wide. 
Of pleasant sojourn in some palmy grove. 

And Indian cities in their gorgeous pride ; 

Of desert isles, where savage tribes abide. 
And glorious shores and regions of old fame : 

Then were his trophies from all lands displayed, — 
Belt, baracan, and bow of wondrous fame. 

High, nodding crest, and deadly battie blade. 

And birds of curious note in glittering plumes arrayed. 

And, in her joyful phrase, she told hq.w he, 
Ere their next meeting, o'er the wave would come, 

like a glad spirit, to partake their glee. 
And cast delight and interest round his home : 
Gaily she told, how sitting in that room, 

When the next harvest-moon lit up tiie pane, 
He Should himself, his marvellous tales relate ;— 

Alas ! encircled by the Indian main. 
That ni^ht beneath a tamarind tree he sate, 
Heart-4ick with thoughts of home, and pondering on his 
fate. 
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The heavy sea broke thandering on the shore. 
The dark, dark night had gathered in the sIej, 

And from the desert mountains came the roar 
Of ravening ereatures, and a wild, shrill pry 
From the seared night-birds slowly wheeling by ; 

And there he lay beneath the spreading tree, 
Feverish and faint, and over heart and brain 

Rnshed buining love, and sense of misery. 
And wild, impatient grief, and longings vain 
Withinhis blessed home to be at rest again. 

Another year— and the relentless wave 

Had washed away the white bones from the shore ; 

And, mourning for his son, down to the grave 
Had gone the old man with his locks all hoar i-^ 
The household festival was held no more : 

And when the harvest-moon came forth again, 
O^er the dark pines, in red autumnal state, 

Her light fell streaming through the window pane 
Of that old room, whero his young sister sate 
With her down-drooped head, and heart all desolate. 

Winter*i Wreath, 1830. 
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This month like the preceding, bore successive 
titles in the Roman calendar. The senate gave it 
the name of Failstinas, in compliment to Paustltia 
the wife of the Emperor Antoninus Pius: Domitian 
called it Domitianus, and Commodus named it 
Invictus, from the skill he disprtayed in the public 
games* Previous to these changes, however, it was 
called October, which it still retains, from the 
words Octo (eight,) and Imber, as it was the eighth 
month in the Alban calendar. It became the tenth 
in the time of Numa. The Saxons called it Wyn- 
monath^ signifying wine, or vintage. 

1. — ST. REM iG I us. 
Or St. Remi, a celebrated archbishop of Rheims, 
bom of illustrious family, and heir to great wealth. 
He was raised to the see of Rheims about the year 
460, distinguished himself by his learning and virtue, 
converted and baptised king Clovis, and died in the 
year 533. He was the author of a History of 
Rheims, and other works. 

6. — ST. FAITH, 

A virgin martyr of Aquitain, who suffered mar- 
tyrdom under Dacian, about tiie year 290. 

9. ^ST. BBNYS, 

Or Dionysius, the Areopagite, was converted to 
Christianity by St. Paul. He was one of the judges 
of the court of Areopagus, but afterwards bishop of 
Athens, where he suffered martyrdom in defence of 
the gospel. He is the patron saint of France, in 
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honor of his having been the first who is known to 
have preached the gospel in that country. 

1 1 . OLD M I CH AELMAS DAT. 

Still observed in many places as the end of one 
year and beginning of another^ in hiring servants. 

13.-— TRANSLATION OF KINO EDWARD THB CONFESSOR. 

A festival instituted by the Romish church to 
commemorate the removal of the king's bones^ or 
relics. He ascended to the throne of England in 
1042, and greatly improved the laws and condition 
of the country. 

13. 1822. — ^ANTONIO CANOVA DIED. 

THB YOUTHFUL DAYS OF GANOYA. 

By Catherine G, Gordon. 

He dwelt in an elysiom of brislLt thoughts. 
That, laYish as the yenial wealth of May, 
Woke in his gifted fancy. His world was 
A pastoral valley, bounded by the Alps, 
Whose snowy peaks, invading upper heaven, 
Woo the soft splendours of th' Italian sky. 
Unknown to him the realms that lay beyond. 
Save in romantic legend or wild song ; 
Records of olden time, whence he might catch 
Glimpses of busier life. Enough for bliss 
That calm retreat, sequestered and obscure, 
Where his heart reYelled in the first warm gosh 
Of sympathy, unsullied by mistrust. 
Supremely blest, the young Canova saw. 
Swifter than dreams, the mom of life glide on, 
Beneath the shelter of his humble home : 
And if his ardent and aspiring gaze 
Would pierce the dim pf distance, and o'erpass 
The beautiful horizon girdling in 
His circumscribed existence, Hope lay there, 
A bright Aurora, heralding the Sun. 

Unloosed by him the rude and boisterous sports 
Of thoughtless childhood ; even then his mind 
Nursed in its sanctuaiy the expanding germ 
Of future greatness, treasuring in its depths 
A secret, incommunicable joy. 
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The g^raceftil art, whosre caHy votary 

Antonio WM (like Qredan yonth trained up 

To serve hig^h altars,) pastime and delight, 

And his Soni's pure idolatry, became. 

What though despondency might cast a gloom 

Of transient langour o'er his dawning powers, — 

Offspring of thwarted efforts, that appeared 

We«ik to the grand conceptions of the braiiH-« 

His genius, soaring on elastic wing. 

Rose from that slight depression With a zeal 

Prqpoitionate to theej^alted goal : 

Visions of beauty filled his waking dreains : 

Imaginations mystic glances caught 

E*en then of those fair fbtms his hand mature 

Created into perfect excellence. 

To him all things thronging the path of life 

Spoke in a tofderlaiigSifig^^. Tfaeperfume 

Of flowerets opening to the Ausonian air, 

Pour'd oh his keener setise revtalin^s rich. 

The high o'erftivl^ing iGt)re(it». throng^fa whose glades 

The shy fawn bounded, like a shap6 of lightness,— 

The breeisy slopes, whiereon the mantling vioefli 

Hung their green garlands»^N€itni«% myriad stores, 

Exhaustless as inffnity^ were all 

A theme of rapture and of wondettnent. 

Instinct with pOetry , his spirit WvA 

An instrument, amidst whose golden okirdi 

Music lay slumbering, wailing but the touch 

Of skill to bring forth her enchanting tones 

In fullest harmony. How oft would he, 

When o'er the woods of Asolano fell 

The shades of erening, watch the roseate clouds 

Floating atong the distant Alpine range. 

Upon whose stainlesB summits day^ligbt still 

Rei^'d in het glory 1 HOW oft wotdd he gai^, 

Until the emotions labouring in his breast^ 

With powet* resistless, buri^t fcJrth from his lips 

In some impassioned vow, that he might mount 

A gilded beam of Sol's receding car. 

Or sail upon the wings of fleetest winds ; 

'Till, mingling With the ethereal elements, 

The sense of his niortality subdued, 

He might become a radiant seraph there. 

The Itthftbitant of heaven I Supremely blest, 

In those romantic solitudes hfe pass'd 

The yeftrs of boyhood, that in after-life 

To him were tablets of memorial fbhd. 
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Tet some who looked on kis sweet eoanteiuuicet 
Shadowed by dofp And eontemf^l^tive tl)oagbt» . 
Had deemed the youth, a prey to grief or care, 
Vnwitting what a luxury of delight 
Beneath the veil of pensiTeness may rest. 

LH4mry Gazttit* 

17 ST. KTRIOLDREDA. 

She was the daughter of Aaoas, kiflg of the East 
Angles, smd born about the year 630> on the borders 
of Canibridgeshire. She made a vow to live iu 
perpetual virginity^ which she effected, although 
twice forced to marry. In 673, Bhe fouoded the 
ehurch and city of Ely, and died in 079^ beijag ait 
&e time abbess of a convent founded by bersieJf at 
Ely. 

18. ^8T. lUKE. 

The evangelist and disciple of the apostles, was 
bom at Antioch, and by profession a physician. 
He was particularly attached to St. Paul, and was 
his faithful companion in his labours and triavels. 
He went with him to Troas in Macedonia, abotit 
the year 51, and afterwards wrote his Gospel, and 
the Acts of the Apostles. Of all the inspired 
writers his works are written in the most elegant 
language. He died about the year 70 ; but whether 
at Rome, or in Achaia, is uncertain. 

21. — 1805. — JLORD NELSON DIED. 

Ttie following brief but spirited sketch of the 
glorious battle of Trafalgar, in which the immorted 
Nelson fell, is from The Night Watch .*— » 

<' Day-light of the 2 1 at of October, 1805, dis*- 
played the signal for the enemy's fleet.-*-Let that 
day never be forgotten ! — ^The almost calmness that 
prevailed in themorning, and harbingered thebaato^ 
seemed but to render die deadly strife mcHre cont> 
spicuous. As the British fleet was wafted by gentle 
winds towards their powerful enemy^ the pi^parai- 
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tions for battle evinced every man to be in earnest. 
The cabin bulkheads on each deck were cleared 
.away, and displayed long, level, unbroken batteries, 
tended by their gallant and rejoicing crews. Fire- 
buckets, match--tubs, shot-racks, powder-boxes, and 
wads, were arranged in their proper places ; arm- 
chests lay open, and pikes, pistols and cutlasses, 
gleamed in every direction. The tompions were 
taken out of the muzzles, and there was a loud 
creaking of the gim-carriages, as the officers ex- 
amined that every thing was in fighting order. All 
was now ready; the fleets were closing. There 
was a dead silence till the signal of the great patriot 
— -' England expects every man to do his duty' — 
flew at the Victory^s mast-head. Instantly an en- 
thusiastic murmur of approbation spread from ship 
to ship, firom deck to deck, from gun to gun, from 
man to man. A few straggling shot hissing through 
the w indicated the near approach of the fleets, 
and a loud, long-drawn fire of heavy cannon soon 
showed the lee division breaking the dark concave 
line of the enemy. Bravo 1 Collingwood ! was in 
every heart, and there was but one common soul in 
the fleet. Many a valiant heart beat high with 
expectation, which was doomed never to survive 
another day. Many an eye gazed that moment on 
the instruments of death, which in a few short hours 
were to close it for ever. The ships passed on to their 
stations, the battle became general, loud peals of 
cannon roared throughout the line, fire gleamed on 
the ocean, and the air was filled with the thick, 
fumes of sulphur. The very masts shook in their 
sockets, the sails trembled, and the aflrighted wind 
breathed low. The stately ships which so lately 
sailed gaily forth, now presented the mangled ap«> 
pearaoee of wreck, giving evidence of the deadly 
strife that was at work, till ship grappled with ship^ 
and man with man. The day advanced, crash 



sttcceedti^ cra^b^ ofitbe fallmg namts^-tiH amidat the 
groaOB of the dyings aiid the loud huzzas of the 
victors, the great struggle was decided in favor.of 
£iigla]^9 -and lier flag waved triumidMint over th^ 
deep<:-^biit her hero had fallen. : Nelsoa, the father 
of bis m^ikf the patriot of his couutFy^wasso more. 
Peaae be to his ashe^^ and. honor to b^ Jiatne ! 

25.;— ST. CRreWN* 

liiis saint and his brother Crispianus, were sboe- 
Hiakers, and natives of Rome. Subsisting by their 
profession, they trayeiled to Soissous in France^ 
about the year 303, to propagate the Gospel. When 
it was discovered that they privately endeavoured 
to convert others to Christianity, the Governor 
ordered them to be beheaded, about 308. 

St. Simon the Canaanite, so called either from 
tbepteceof his birth, or from the HiiHbrew, €ana, 
to be zealous, which latter is most probable, from 
his being called Simon ZeloteSy or the Zealot. 
Luke vii 15. H^ remained with ^:he other apostles 
tin after Pettticost, when some suppose he visited 
Britain, ^nd preached the Gospel, for which he suf- 
fered cmdfixion. 

St. Jude, called also Lehhoeus and Thaddseus, 
was the son of Joseph and brother to St. James the 
younger. He preached in various parts of the East 
and was cruelly put to death at Berytus for disprov- 
ing thb superstition of the Magi. 

30. — hai-lowk'jbn, cr allhalu>w jbvb. 

General Valiancy, speaking of AUhallow.Eve, 
says, ''On the Oidhehe Shamhna,or vigil of Samam, 
the peasants of Ireland assemble with sticks and 
clubs, going from house to house, collecting money, 
Inread-cake, butter, cheese, eggs, &c. &c. for the 
feast, repeating verses in honor of the solemnity, 
K k 
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demanding preparations for the festival in the name 
of St. Columb Ktll^ desiring them to lay aside the 
fatted calf» and to bring forth the black sheep. 
The good women are employed ui making die girdle 
cake and candles : these last are sent from house 
to house in the vicinity, and are lighted up on the 
^Saman) next day, before which they pray, or are 
supposed to pray/for the departed soul of the donor. 
Every house abounds in the best viands they can 
afford. Apples and nuts are devoured in abundance ; 
the nut-shells are burnt, and from the ashes many 
strange things are foretold. Cabbages are torn up 
by the root. Hemp-seed is sown by the maidens, 
and they believe that, if they look, they will see the 
apparition of the man intended for their future 
spouse. They hang a shift before the fire, on the 
close of the feast, and sit up all night, concealed in 
a corner of the room, convinced that his apparition 
will come down the chimney and turn the shift. 
They throw a ball of yam out of the window, and 
wind it on the reel within, convinced that if they 
repeat the Pater Noster backwards, and look at the 
ball of yam without, they will then also see his sitb, 
or apparition. They dip for apples in a tub of 
water, and endeavour to bring one up in their 
mouth. * They suspend a cord with a cross stick, 
with apples at one point, and candles lighted at the 
other; and endeavour to catch the apple, while it 
is in a circular motion, in the mouth. These and 
many other superstitious ceremonies, the remains 
of Dmidism, are observed on this holiday, which 
will never be eradicated while the name of Samim 
is permitted to remain." 
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In October, 1830. 



^' The moon has risen. Bow glorious ihro* the clouds 
She sweeps her way, a baric magnificent^ 
Careering lonely through a siWer sea* 
Wow the white billow hides her— >now she rolls 
Free thro* a sapphire depth/' 

SOLAR PHENOMENA. 

The Sun enters Scorpio at 7m* &ft«r 10 on the 
night of the 23d of this month. 

Table of the Sun's Rising and Setting Jbr every 
Fifth Day. 

Oct 1st» Sun rises 12 min. after 6, sets 48 min. after 5 

38 6 



eiii, 


22 ........ 6, 


11th, 


32 fl, 


16th, 


42 6, 


Slst, 


61 6, 


28th, 


I 7, 


31st, 


..., 10 ........ 7, 



28 .» 6 

18 6 

9 5 

50 4 

60 4 



Hfuai^ofTiwiB. 

The apparent time, when corrected by the fol- 
lowing numbers, will give the mean or true time : 
viz. 

. m. s. 
Friday, Oct 1st from tte time by the dial svhtrmH 10 13 

Wednesday,., mh, 1146 

Monday, ..Uth, 13 7 

Saturday, ..leth, , 14 17 

Thursday, .. 2l9t 1ft W 

Tuesday, ..2mh, 16 51 

Sunday, ..31st 1^13 

Kk2 
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LUNAR PHENOMENA. 
Phases 4^ the Moon. 

Fun Moon, 2n(l day, at 57 m. after 7 in the morn. 
LastQaarter, 8th ...... 32 .,,... 10 at night. 

New Moon, leth ....;. 31 7 in the even. 

FirstQaaiter, 241h 20 10 

Full Bfoon, 31st 18 5 in the aftem. 

Moan's Passage aver the Meridian. 

The foltowing^ tinier are seteeted from ifie Moon's 
transits this mouthy as the most eligible for observa- 
tion: viz. 

Oct. 7th, at 33 m. aftei* 4 in the morning • 
.8tih,.< 30 ....«; 5 

9th, .. 25 6 

10th, ..18 7 

11th,.. 8 8 

2ted,.;26 ...,•• 4 ill the afternooBu 
2^d,..ld ...... 5 

24th,.. 6 6 

d5th, . . 57 6 in the etening. 

2etti,.;49 7 

• a7th, ..41 ...... 8 

28th, ..34 ...... 9 at night. 

29th,. .29 ..;;.. 10 

PHENOMENA PLANETAltUM. 

Phaser qf Pimue. 

This planet is now very near the poiAt of her 
greatest illuoiinatton ; the following are the pro- 
portional phases. 

Oct l8t~IlluniMiteA part =;: ll.Me5 
Darkpart...... :s 0.7305 

JEcl^m of the Satellites of. Jupiter^ 

\ TSie following will be. the only visible eclipse of 
t^se small bodies: 
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EMERSIONS. 

First Satellite, lOth day, at 6 m. 3 8. after 7 in the eyen. 

JFbrm of Satuh%'9 Ring. 

Oct. 1st.— TransTerse axis. . = 1.006 
Conjugate axis . . s= -^.186 

Co9^uncii<m of the Moon with the Planet^ and 
StareJ^ 

Oet. 6(]i. with y in Tauras Occnltation. 

Oth» . . 1 and 2 2 in Taams 1 in the mom. 

6th, . • Aldeharan Occultation. 

14th, ,. Venus Occnltation. 

33rd, . . d in Sagittarius . . 6 in the even. 

28th, .. Mars..; 4 in the aftem. 

30th, . . y in Pisces 7 in the even. 

31st, .. fAinCetns 9 

Other Phenomena. 
Jupiter win be in quadrature at a quarter pait 1 1 
of the night of the second of this month* Mercury 
in hjs inferior ooiQunction at three quart^er? past 12 
<^ the thirte^ith, Uranus stationary qb. die 16thy 
Mars on the lOth, and Mereury on die 21st. Mer- 
cury and Venus vrill be in conjunction at 9 in the 
morning of the 21st. Mercury at his greatest elon* 
gscion on the 28tb. Uranus in quadrature at 45 m* 
past 12 of the 30th. 

OceuttatioM of the Planets and Stars. 

In d»t part of the arrangement of the ^' Astrono* 
mical Occurrences" of the present year^ relative to 
the '^ Conjunctions of the Moon with the planets 
and stars/* the preference has been given to those 
conjunctions, which are most likely to prove occul- 

* Three conjunotioiis, whieh will prove oecnltations, are 
jielected for more paiticolar reference at the conclusion of 
the ** Astronomical Oeeorrences'' of the present month. 
Kk3 
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tations, the tim^s ^wited beiag sufficientty near, 
to apprize the youthful astronomer of the pheno- 
menon. 

The occultatiotis 6£ fixed stam or planets, by tiie 
Moon, may be considered next in interest to solar 
and lunar eclipses ; by the curious, they are always 
regarded as a pleasing spectacle, and by the prac- 
ticei astronomer careflilly noted for valaable scien- 
tific purposes; for a considerable time, the beauty 
of the phenomenon was the cmly attraction, but 
now, the disappearance of the sparkling gem behind 
the Moon^s broad disc is of primary importance in 
solving some of the most interesting problems in 
geography and astronomy. 

l^ese pbenomenafiimish the most aocnrate data 
for determining the situation of places east or west 
of a fixed meridian, in this respect the moon may 
be considered li chronometer perfect in its con- 
itriMU>ki5^ntingoutthe time at Oreemdch; as 
aecwately as though the itid«x of the time^piece of 
die observatory was every wiiere lisible, and the 
^brations of its penduluib heard fix>m pole to pole. 
Mot only is the kmgittide of places ascertainei by 
Hiese oecultations, but also the true figure of tte 
mrth;--4hus, at Greenwich, were the* moon at an 
altitude of 10>» abov^ the horizon, aad a atar iiDi<* 
mersed 7' within the lunar disC) if the earth were 
a perfect sphere, the duration of the occulta- 
tion would be seven minutes of time^ but if a 
spheioid, with a ciQmpresmre or flatteaing 'of the 
poles equal to ^M^ M ^vbuU be only two* aod a 
half minutes, and if the compreuion were ^^vth, 
the star would merely g^ce by the disc, la tb& 
ooofuuotioii of Aidebaran^ on the 6th of thefMreaeBt 
month, aninteresUngexefiftplificationof this circum- 
afeanee will occur f'^to <be north of Greenwieh, 
the star wiH appear to^gltde tothe north of the Moon's 
limb, and will be only an appuhe ; tothewmthem 
parts of the kingdom, the star will be occulted. 



IN 0CT0B£R5 1880* 



d79 



Its Hrppeamnce in the former ^f tbes« dfcum- 
«Uttiees^ will be as in the following dia^m ^ the 
time of the nearest appulse within two minutes of 
6eveii on the morning' of the 6tb, 



I 




AtpuUe* 



A remarkable circumstance connected with oeeul- 
lallons, IS) the seemmg projection of the star oti^ the 
moon's disc, at the time ot immersion, and emer- 
sion, and continuing visible within it, from one or 
two, 10 eight or ten seconds of time, before it disap- 
pears ; the following will suggest an idea of its 
nature. w 



rmnertion. 




Fmertioii. 



Twenty instances are recorded of this singular 
phenomenon with Aldebaran, and three with 
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Begulus ; twelve other stars likewise iiiniish single 
instaoces of this projection ; the cause is variously 
attributed to^— '^a lively imaginatioa on die part of 
the astronomer^— a spurious disc given to the moon 
by the instrument of observation, — ^a lunar atmo- 
sphere, — ^irradiation, and, lastly, different refrangi- 
bilities to which the rays from the Moon and star 
are liable, arising from the difference of colors :" 
Aldebaranr is a red star, but the same projection has 
been observed with Spica Virginis, which is one of 
the whitest stars in the heavens. 

The position of the Moon's nodes in this, and the 
preceding year, admit of several occultations of 
Aldebaran ; that which occurred in August of the 
last year was only partially observed in this country, 
owing to unfavorable weather: by the foreign 
astronomers, Arago, Mathieu, Bouvard, and Gam- 
hart, the star was distinctly seen projected on the 
Moon's disc, previously to its instantaneous occul- 
tation. In October following, the circumstances 
were more &vorable, the star just before immersion, 
seemed (o linger, appeared reluctant to join in con- 
tact, and from two to three seconds before it vanish- 
ed, was visible in the edge of the Moon's limb, 
though not satisfactorily seen within the disc. The 
following will convey an idea of its appearance. 



Imncnkm. 
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As the Moon in the present year will occult other 
stars in that part of the Zodiacal constellation 
Taurus, called the Hyades» as well as Aldebaran, 
the following map will enable* the student to trace 
the Moon's course; its path is indicated by a dotted 
line, and refers to the occultation of 7 in Taurus, 
and the appulse of Aldebarau; the former will 
occur on the night of the 5th of the present month, 
— Immersion 10 h. 16 m. Emersion 10 h. 52 m.; 
the latter as previously stated on the morning of 
the 6th. The Moon will pass over other stars in 
moving from y to Aldebaran. ' 

Aldebaran is a double star, the two of which it is 
composed being "extremely unequal*' in magnitude ; 
the smallest is of a dusky colour, and 1' 27".7 from 
the largest ; Aldebaran has a proper annual motion 
of 60".2Q4 in longitude, and--a'.3l7 of latitude. 
3 S in Taurus is a triple star; the smallest two are 
" excessively unequal" to the largest; the largest 
is white, another red, and the smallest dusky; their 
distance from the largest is 1' 3" 18" '; their distance 
from each other 1' 30". 

Aldebaran is of the first magnitude ; 7 and e of 
the third ; 1. 2 8 of the fourth ; I. 2 of the fifth ; 
63. 71* 75. 81. &c., of smaller magnitudes. 
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— ■ , ^ ,\ ■ ■■■■., . ■ ■"■ ■■■ ■■.■■.- 

OCCULTATION OF VENUS. * 

This beauttfiil planet will be occulted on the 
morning of the 15th of this month; the immersion 
will take place, a few minutes after the Moon has 
risen, and Venus will re-appear at 46 m. past 5. 
The following diagram will shew the position of the 
Moon, at the time, and the points of immersion and 
emersion. 




^ Emersion. 



Immersion. 



A similar appearance of projection on the disc 
has occurred with this planet, as well as with Ju- 
piter, Saturn and Uranus; in some instances the 
planets have been seen with elongated discs, when 
in contact with the Moon's limb. 

PLANETARY OCCULT ATIONS. 

The occultation or eclipse of a fixed star by a 
planet, or of one planet by another, is a phenomenon 
of very rare occurrence ; some instances have, how- 
ever, beenr ecorded. October 11th, 271 years 
before the Christian Era, Timochares observed 19 in 
the south wing of the Virgin, eclipsed by Venus, 
in the year 241 B. C. a star in Cancer was occulted 
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by Jupiter. 9th January, 1501 A. D. Mars eclipsed 
Jupiter. 3d October, 1590, Venus eclipsed Mars. 
In 1874 and 1598, Venus occulted Regulus in Leo. 
In 1^72, Mars passed over one of the stars in 
Aquarius. December 19th, 1638, Jupiter occulted 
a slur in 'the feet of the twins, and the 4ianie planet 
eclipsed the bright star Castor in Gemini, 22d No- 
vember, 1716 j the mi<)dle of the eclipse <K3CUrred 
55 m. after 7 in the morning. May 17tb, 1737> 
Mercury was eclipsed by Venus. Comets in their 
advance to, and retreat from, the sun, frequently 
eclipse the stars, which are, however, distinctly 
seen through their tails ; the Comet of Encke in 
passing over the various stars in its course could 
not be said either to occult or eclipse them, as even 
telescopic stars were distinctly seen through the 
pellucid nebulous matter of which it seems wholly 
composed. 

We would recommend our young friends who 
may feel anxious to witness any predicted celestial 
occurrence, not to be too sanguine in their antici- 
pations ; the experience of astronomers occasionally 
presents a very mortifying catalogue of disappoint- 
ments ; the results of long, and laborious calcula- 
tions have in many instances been rendered unavail- 
ing by an unfavorable state of the atmosphere, 
which frequently interposes an impenetrable veil, 
between the watchful eye of the observer, and the 
long looked for phenomenon. Some remiurkable 
instances of disappointment are on record : — that of 
the transit of Venus across the Sun's disc in 1761, 
to which the scientific world had directed their 
attralion for 130 years; on the morning of its 
occuiTende the clouds intercepted a view of its 
commencement in some places, and totally obscured 
it in odiers,^to the great mortification of some of 
those who. had undertaken expensive voyages to 
observe thia rare phenomenon in distant countries. 
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A Russian astronomer travelled over a considerable 
portion of the northern parts of Asia to obtain a 
view of a transit of Mercury, but was ultimately 
disappointed by the state of the atmosphere. Cap- 
tain Franklin, in one of his Northern Expeditions, 
looked forward with considerable interest to the 
occurrence of a s6lar eclipse; but when the period 
arrived, the clonds prevented the conjunction from 
being visible. In 1826, a French astronomer caU 
culated that a comet would pass over the Sun's disc; 
and expresses were sent to various scientific societies 
in Europe, to inform them of the circumstance; 
but in no instance was there a cloudless sky to 
afford an opportunity for observing so singular a 
spectacle. 

How beantifnl it is ! though on the air 

There is the stillness of a coming storm, 

And on the skj its darkness. On the west 

like a rebellious mnltitude, the clouds 

Axe gathered in huge masses ; but the moon, 

like the young queen, unconscious, brightens still 

A litUe clear blue space ; though rapidly 

Her comrades, the sweet stars, sink one by one, 

Lost in the spreading vapours. 

" The Ancettress;' hy L. E. L. 




Dr. HalUy's Tomb. 
l1 



3S6 THE naturalist's DIART 

For October, 1830. 

** I ftt my window sit, and see 

AatQinn kis nisset fingers lay 
On every leaf of every tree ; 

I cally but Summer will not stay. 

She flies — the boasting goddess flies— 
And, pointing where the espaliers shooty 

* Deserve my parting gift,' she cries— 
* I take the leaves, but not the fruit' 

Let me the parting gift improve, 

And emulate the just reply, 
As life's short seasons swift remove. 

Ere fixed in Winter's frost I lie. 

Health, beauty, vigour, now decline^— 
The pride of Summer's splendid day ; 

Leaves with the stem must now resign— 
The mournful prelude of decay. 

But let fair Virtue's fruit remain, 
Though Summer with my leaves be fled ; 

Then, not despised, I'll not complain, 
But cherish Autumn in her stead." 

The month of October assumes the soberness of 
autumn. There is an eventide in the day, an hour 
when the sun retires, when the shadows fall, and 
when nature assumies the appearanee of repo«e and 
silence. 

AN AUTUMNAL EVE. 

Sunk are the winds that late swept hill and shore, 
The raging billows cease their wild loud dash, 
Above no longer bursts the thunder-crash. 
And the big rain descends to earth no more : 
Clear is heaven's face, and sweetly in the west 
The sun hangs o'er the hush'd hill's purple top ; 
The bird that sought its nest, with lively hop 
. Again peeps forth, and warbles him to rest ; 
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The hawthorn blossoms scent the cool fresh air; 
And general nature, ere day breathes his last, 
Wears loveliest smiles in guerdon for the past. 
Thus oft life's first hours, sorrow, ills, and care, 
Wrap in dark gloom, then sudden flee away. 
And leaye all bright and blest our closing day. 

Litermry Chitette. 

A modem writer says : — " The great business of 
nature, during this month, seems to be the de- 
porting of seeds in the earth ; this done, the plant 
either perishes down to the root, or, if it be a 
<»brub, casts its leares. To the perfecting of its 
seeds, and preservation of them from the incon- 
stancy of the elements or the destruction of incle- 
ment seasons, all the other parts of the flowei*s tend; 
and so wonderfully is this effected in an endless 
▼ari^y of expedients, that out of th^ many thou- 
sand plants which cover the earth, not a single 
meeies, perhaps, has been lost since the creation. 
The care too, with which seeds when perfected 
are dispersed abroad, can never be enough ad- 
mired. How beautifiul the feathered arrowy seed 
of the thistle, and others of the syngenesia class, by 
which they are enabled to iBoaf; in the air, and co- 
lonize themselves away from the parent plant, 
eovtning the earth with beauty — even> creating a 
soil where before there was none, and making 
flowers spring up in the barren waste 1 It is won- 
derftil also how long many kinds of seeds by the 
help of their integuments, and perhaps of their oil. 
Stand out against decay. A grain of mustard-seed 
hw been known to lie in the earth for a hundred 
years, and as soon as it had acquired a favourable 
irituation, to shoot as vigorously as if it had been 
just gathered from the plant/' • 

About this period commences ^^ the fall of the 
leaf," and the ground is strewed with dead and 
withering leaves, 

l12 
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The leaTes aiefalHng jfrom the poplar trees ; 
And through their skeleton branches I behoid 
Glimpses of clear bine day-light Thus, methinka. 
As one by one the joys of life decay, 
Withered or prematurely snapped, the eye 
Of age contemplates, with a clearer ken, 
The opening vault of immortality 
O'er-arching earth and time. 

About this period the wioter birds arrive. Dr. 
Forster, speaking of their migration at this seasoa, 
says: — *^ Woodcocks have now arrived. In die 
autumn and setting in of winter they keep drc^pk^ 
in from the Baltic singly, or in pairs, till Decerns 
her. They instinctively land in the night, <»r in the 
dsu-k misty weather, for they are never seen <M 
arrive, but are frequently discovered the neact mom-^ 
ing in any ditch which affords them shelter, idM^ 
the extraordinary fatigue occasioned by the adveisse 
gales which they often have to encounter in their 
aeriel voyage. They do not remiun near the shiH'es 
longer than a day, when they are sufficiently r&* 
cruited to proceed inland, and they visit the very 
same haunts which they left the preceding s^Mun. 
In temperate weather they retire to mossy moon, 
and high bleak mountainous parts ; but as soon -as 
the frost sets in» and the snows begin to ftU, they 
seek lower and warmer situations^ with baggy 
grounds and springs, and little oozing motoy ritb, 
which are rarely frozen, where they shelter in closd 
bushes of holly and furze, and the brakes of woo^ 
glens, or in delis which are covered with undar* 
wood : here they remain concealed during the day, 
and remove to different haunts and feed only in Ae 
night. From the beginning of March to the end 
of that month, or sometimes. to the middle of April, 
they all keep drawing towards the coast, and avail 
themselves of the first fair winds to return to their 
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native woods. The snipe, scakpas gaUinagOj also 
comes now, and inhabits similar situations. It is 
migratory^ and met with in all countries : like the 
woodcock, it shuns the extremes of heat and cold, 
by keeping on the black moors in summer, and 
seeking the shelter of the valleys in winter. In un- 
firozen boggy places, runners from springs, or any 
open streamlets of water, they are often found in 
cotisideriUile numbers/* 

Swallows, martins, plovers, and other birds which 
arrived in the spring, assemble in vast numbers on 
the coast awaiting favourable weather, preparatory 
to dieir flight* It is generally believed that all 
swallows visiting this country laud on the coast of 
Suffolk, particularly in the neighbourhood of Soilth- 
wold. Gardner, in his Tour through Qreai Britain, 
speaking of Southwold says : — **I was in this place 
about the beginning of October, and lodging in a 
booiie that looked into the church-yard, I observed 
in the evening an unusual multitude of swallows, 
sittiiij^on the leads of the church, and covering the 
fopt of several houses round about. This led me 
to enquire what was the meaning of such a pro* 
di^ous number of swallows sitting there. I was 
answered, that this was the season when the swal- 
lows, their food failing here, begin to leave us, and 
psCoiB to the country, wherever it be, from whence 
they came ; and tliat this being the nearest land to 
tile opposite coast, and the wind contrary, they 
were waiting for a gale, and might be said to be 
wimUbound. This was more evident to me, when 
in the morning I found the wind had come about 
to the north-west in the night, and there was not 
ctee swallow to be seen. This passing and re- 
pasring of swallows is observed no where so much 
as on this eastern coast, namely from above Har- 
wieh to Wintertonness in Norfolk. We know no- 
thing of them any fiurther north ; the passage of 
l13 
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the sea being, as I suppose, too broad irom Flam* 
borough Head, and the shore of Holderneas m 
Yorkshire." 

The herring fishery at this season is a grant 
source of profit to the inhabitants of some parts ixf 
the coast. Mr. Shoberl in his description of Saf<- 
follc, says : — " The principal part of the comm^ee 
of Lowestoft is derived from the herring fishery. 
The season commences about the middle of Se^p* 
tember, and lasts till about the middle of November. 
The boats stand out to sea, to the distance of about 
thirteen leagues north-east of Lowestoft, in order to 
meet the shoals of herrings coming from the noitb. 
Having reached the fishing ground in the evenings, 
the proper time for fishing, they shoot out their 
nets, extending about 22N90 yards in length and 
eight in depth ; which by means of small oaskp^ 
called bowls, fastened on one side, are made to 
swim in a position perpendicular to the surfiMse oi 
the water. If the quantity of fish caught in oia 
night amounts to no more than a few tUouaande, 
they are salted, and the vessels, if Uiey meet with 
no better success, continue on the fishing ground 
two or three nights longer, salting the fiflh as tbey 
are caught. Sometimes when the quantity tak^n 
is very small, they will continue <m the ground a 
week or more, but in general the fish are lianded 
every two. or three days, and sometimes c^Oten^r, 
when they -ace very successfiil. As soon as the 
herrings are brought on shore, they are carried to 
the fish-houses, where they are salted, and laid on 
the floors in heaps about two feet deep. After they 
have remained in this state about fifty hours they 
are put into baskets, and plunged into water to 
wash the salt from them. Wooden spits, about 
four feet long, are then run through the gills of as 
many of the fish as they will hold, and fixed at 
proper distances in the upper part of the house, sm 
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Mgh as the top of the roof. A number of small 
wood Ares, according to the size of the place, are 
now kindled upon the floor, and by the smoke as- 
eending from them, the herrings are cured. Alfter 
the fish have hung in this manner about seven 
days, the fires are extinguished for two days, that 
the oil and fat may drip from them. The fires are 
then rekindled, and after two more such drippings, 
they are kept continually burning until the &Bh 
are completely cured. This operation requires a 
longer or a shorter time, according as they are 
designed for exportation, or for home consumption. 
The herrings having hung a proper time, are 
packed in barrels containing 800 or 1000 each, and 
shipped for market. 

^^ The number of beats annually employad at 
Lowestoft in this fishery for many years, previously 
to 1781, was about 93, and the quantity of herrings 
caught averaged 21 lasts (each last containing 
10,000 herrings) to a boat. After that time, owing 
to Ae war with the Dutch and other powers, the 
number of boats, engaged in the herring fishery 
rather diminished ; but the bounties granted by an 
act passed in 1786, for the encoui*agement of the 
fisheries, gave new vigour to this valuable branch 
of industry, so that only three years afterwards, the 
boats fitted out by the town amounted to forty-four. 
Each of these boats, which are built here, carries 
about 40 tons, and requires eleven men. In 1802 
something more than 30 boats gained ^"^0,000, the 
price of the fish cured, a larger sum than had ever 
before been made in one season ; and in the fol- 
lowing year^ they earned in six months ^lO/XX) 
by mackarel» exclusively of the other fish caught 
during that period.*' 

Field-spiders, commonly called gossamers, are 
now seen covering the gprass with their shining 
threads and floating in the air. Vipers, snakes, 
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and other reptiles, retire to their winter quarterst 
where they remain in a state of torpor until the 
spring breezes recall them to animation. 

We shall let the poet close our month wHb a 
few 

AUTUMNAL REFLECTIONS. 

These are the days, when sadness reigns, 
And calls her g^loomy thoughts around ; 
Coldly the sun beams on the plains, 

The withered leaves are on the ground : 
Shadows are gathering o*er the earth. 

The beauty of the spring is gone ; 
The flowers that blush'd at summer's birth, 
Have bloomed and perished every one : 
Like budding hopes of youth, they grew — and died ; 
O'er life's crushed flowers, bow oft has memory sighed! 

These are the days, when natnre^s voice 

Chimes with a melancholy tone ; 
The birds of summer bade rejoice, 

To brighter, kindlier skies have flown ; 
Their melody no longer floats. 

In melting softness, on the ear : 
Hark ! to those mournful, plaintive notes, 
Murmuring around the dying year : 
They oome, like music o'er the peaceful deep, 
When waves are still, and winds are hushed to sleep* 

These are the days, these are the days. 

Which come with a deep thrilling spell, 
And in the heart emotions raise. 

That cling to seenes remembered welt ; 
The '' sear and yellow loaf'' recalls 

Visicms that long have sunk to rest; 
There's not a flower that blighted falls, 
But thrills a chord within the breast : 
O that the heart coald lose these memoiies. 
E'en as the bloom forsakes each flower that dies. 

These are the days, when joys long dead 
Come forth from out their silent tomb ; 

They throng upon the heart, and shed 
Renembranee of their early Uoota : 



FOR OCTOBEE, 1880. 393 

The friends once prized, we clasp again ; 
The one adored, cleaves to our breast ; 
Ah ! 'tis a thonght of Uiss, and pain 
Awhile is lalled, and sinks to redt : • 
Brief-*-briei&— th« fond illusion, as the beam 
That lights from winter skies the cold, dark stream. 

These are the days, these are the days 

That have a moral in each hour ; 
As coldly bright are morning rays. 

As beams of hope from worldly power : 
Friendship is warm as noon-tide heat, 

WhUe fortune's sunny smiles are bright ; 
Its beams before earth's sorrows fleet. 

As twilight yields to shades of night. 
Chill, round the heart is twined joy's blighted wreath, 
As night-dews fall upon the blasted heath. 

These are the days when fancy takes 

The captive thoughts to future scenes ; 
From pleasure's dream the soul awakes, 

To luiow the reed on which it leans : 
Time passes with a noiseless flight, 

And bears a lesson on its wing ; 
It flies to meet a fearful night, 
Whose slumbers deep no dreams can bring : 
Cheerless and dark, life's winter sinks in gloom- 
Faith points to spring, where flowers immortal bloom ! 
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This month is derived from Novem (nine) |U3d 
Imber. The Emperor Commodus attempted, but 
unsuccesfully^ to change the name of this month. 
The Senate had once proposed to give it the name 
of the Emperor Tiberius, who was born in it. But 
he declined thig servility, observing with a jest, 
'^ What might be their embarrassment should there 
be thirteen Caesars?" The Saxons termed Novem- 
ber the fFtnt, (wind) Monath, or Blot (blood,) from 
the custom of slaughtering the winter's provision 
at this season. 

L ^ALL SAINTS. 

A festival designed to celebrate the commemo- 
ration of all those saints who have no particular 
days allotted to them separately in the calendar. 

2. ALh SOULS. 

A festival instituted in the year 998, by the 
western churches, to pray for the deceased souls 
suffering the expiatory flames of purgatory. 
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A new church dedicated to jill SouU^ was com* 
pleted in 1824| in Langham Place, Regent Street, 
liondon. 

5.— -KING WILLIAM LANDED, 

This day is obser\'ed in comraemoratioii of the 
glorious revolution of 1688, when King William 
first landed in this countr)'. In the almanacks it 
stands for the 4th day, but this is an error: the 
king wished to land then, but adverse winds pre- 
vented his effecting it till the fifth day. 

6. — POWDKR PLOT, 

This day is celebrated in the church of England 
in commemoration of the discovery of the plot of 
Guy Fawkes to blow up the Parliament hoUse* 

6. ^5T. LEONARD. 

'A French nobleman of the court of Clovis I., 
whose piety and goodness raised him to the bishopric 
of Limosiu. He died about the year 659. 

8. 1828. — THOMAS BEWICK DIED, iETAT. 7^* 

A justly celebrated wood engraver, bom at Oving- 
hiim» in Northumberland, on the 13th of April, 
1753. At the age of fourteen he was apprenticed 
to Mr. Beilby, a copper plate engraver, at New- 
castle, who was employed by Dr. Button to engrave 
the diagrams for his work on Mensuration ; these 
be advised the Doctor to have engraved on wood 
and gave the task to his apprentice, which he ex- 
ecuted in so satisfactory a manner, that it obtained 
him several other works of a similar nature. He 
sedulously pursued his art till he carried it to a 
greater height of excellence than it had hitherto 
arrived at in this countiy. In 1793, he published 
\m History of Quadrupeds, which soon extended his 
fiBLme throughout the kingdom. In 1797> appeared 
his British Birds; and at the time of his death he was 
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engaged in illustrating a History of Fishes. His 
Quadrupeds and Birds went through several editions 
and are universally considered the most correct 
delineations of natural history that ever appeared. 

9. ^LOED mayor's day. 

The day of the Lord Mayor taking upon the 
office was formerly considered as a graM gala day; 
the cavalcade by water and land was magnificent; 
and on many occasions, the royal fiunily have 
graced the entertainment with their presence. This 
stately pomp has, however^very considerably dimi- 
nished; the Lord Mayor, upon the death of the 
king, is said to be the prime person of England ; for 
Sir Robart Lee, then Lord Mayor, was the first sub- 
scribing witness, when James L was invited to take 
upon himself the government. — Hughson. 

9«i— I8S28.— €BORGB PEARSON M. O. DIKD, JiTAT. 77« 

A phyrician of great eminence, a celebrated che- 
mist, senior physician to St. George's Hospital, and 
a fellow of the Royal Society, bom at Kotherham, 
in Yorkshire, in 17&I* He was the author of a 
number of papers in the Philosophical Transactions, 
and also of Observations and JExperiments on //le 
Buxton /Faters ; An Enquiry concerning the Cow 
Pox: Experiments on the Potato Root, Sfc. Sfc, 

11. ST. MARTIN. 

He was born in Lower Hungary, about 316. 
After being in the army, he was made an exorcist 
by St. Hilary, and worked many miracles. In 371 
he was made bishop of Tours, and aftar a life of 
great zeal, piety, and meekness, died in %7* 

13. ST. BRITIUS. 

Britius, or Brice, was born at Tours, and becom- 
ing a monk under St. Martin, succeeded him in the 
see of that city. He died in 444. 
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15. — ST. MACHDTUS. 

Machutus^ or Malo^ was born in Britain and 
received his education in Ireland^- — ^in which coun- 
try he was offered a bishopric, but declined it. 
Going afterwards to Brittaiuy, he was induced to 
accept the see of that city, being the first who filled 
that place. He died in the year 565. 

17. ST. HUGH. 

Hugh, prior of Witham, commonly called St. 
Hugh Burgundus, was conseccated bishop of Lin- 
coli^, September 21^, 1186. His piety and austere 
life obtained him universal esteem while living, and 
canonization after his death. 

20.— EDMUND, KING AND MARTYR. 

St. Edmund was the last titular king of East 
Anglia. In 867} the Danes invaded the East Angles 
ana was opposed by king Edmund, who being taken 
prisoner, fell a victim to his enemies' barbarity. 
He was tied to a tree and shot to death with arrows, 
in 870. The place of his death was called St. 
Edmund's Bury, and Canute built a stately church 
over his grave. 

22. BT, CECILIA. 

A Roman lady who converted her husband Vale- 
rian, and her brother- Tibertius to the Christian 
faith, for which all three sufiered martyrdom, about 
the year 230. 

23. — ST. CLEMENT. 

He was converted by St. Peter, and was after- 
wards a follower and coadjutor of the apostle Paul. 
He is mentioned in the*PhillipianSy chap. iv. ver. 3. 
He was one of the first bishops of Rome. Some 
• say he died a natural death, others contend that he 
suffered martyrdom, by being thrown into the sea 
with an anchor round his neck. 
M m 
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23.— OLD MARTINMAS-DA.Y. 

This was quarter day among the ancients, at the 
period when the year conunen/ced with the mopth 
of March. 

A native of Alexandria, converted to Christianity 
about the year 305 ; which afterwards professing^, 
she was sentenced to a torturing death by the 
ijmperor Maxentiua. 

25.— 2348.— B. C— the dbjuugb. 

According to the most exp^knced ehronologists 
the deluge commenced this day 2348 years before 
Christ, and in the year 1656 of the world. 

THE ARCTIC DOVB. 

BY THE REV. W. LISLE BOWLES. 

Ride on :— tbe ark, majes^, and alone 
Qq the. wido waste of the careering deep, 
It&huU scaice peeriag thiengh the nigbt of clottd&. 
Is seen. But lo ! the mighty deep has shrunk ! 
On Ararat ! The raven is sent forth,— 
Send out the dove, and as heir wings far ofif 
Siiine in the light, that streaks the severing clouds, 
Bid her speed on, and greet her with a song : 

Go, beautiful, and gentle dQTe,^— 

But either wilt thou go ? 
For though the clouds ride high above, 

How sad and waste k all below I 

The wife of Shem, a moment to her breast 
Held the poor bird, and kissed it. Many a night 
When she was listening to the hottaw win^ 
She prest it to her bosom, wit^ a tear ; . 
Or when it murmur'd in her hand, forgot 
The long, loud tumult of the storm without 
She kisses it, and, at her father^fr wwdf 
Bids it go forth. 
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The dove flies on ! In lonely flight 

She flies fiDin dawn tlH dark ; 
And now, amid the gloom of ni|;hty 

Comes weai^r to the ark* 
Oh ! let me in, she seems to say, 
For long and lone hath been my way ; 
Ob I once more* gentle mistress, let mfe rest, 
Aad dry m^y dripping pltunage on thy bfMuit. 

So the bird flew to her who cherish'd it. 

She sent it forth again out of the ark ; . 

Again it came at ev'ning fall, and lo, 

An olive-leaf plttokM off, aoid in its bifi. 

And Shem's wife took the green teaf fvom its biU, 

And kiss'd its wings again, and smilingly 

Dropped on its neck one silent tear for ioy. 

She sent it forth once more, and watchM its flight. 

Till it was lost amid the cloads of heaven : 

Then gazing on the cloads where it was lost. 

Its mournful mistress sung this last farewell : 

Go, beautiful and gentie dove, 

And greet the morning ray ; 
For lo ! the sun shines bright above, 

And night and storm are pass'd away. 
No longer drooping, here confined, 

In this cold prison dwell ; 
Go, free to sunahine and to wind. 

Sweet bind, go forth, and fare-thee-well. 

Oh ! beautlfi:d and gentle dove^ 

Thy welcome sad will be, 
When thou shalt heajr no voice of love 

In muimitrs from the leafy tree : 
Yet freedom, freedom ahalt thou find. 

From this c<^d prison cell ; 
Go, the&y to sunshine and the wind. 

Sweet burd, go forth, and lat^-thee-well. 

29.'^ADVBNT gUNDAT. 

Advent denote the ooming of oitr Saviour, and 
Advent Sunday is always the fourth Sunday before 
Christmas^ and the nearest Sunday to St. Andrew's 
day. 

Mm 2 



400 



KEHABKABLE DATS 



30. — ST. ANDRBW. 

This lapostle, the younger brother of Simon Peter, 
was bom at Bethsaida, in Galilee. He was a dis- 
ciple of John the Baptist^ and followed Jesus upon 
the testimony given of him by the Baptist. He 
travelled to Scythia and the neighbouring countries 
to propagate the Gospel, but at Patrae, in Achaia, in 
endeavouring to convert the pro-consul i£geas, he 
was by order of that governor scourged and cruci- 
fied. 

St. Andrew is the patron Saint of Scotland, and 
the anniversary of the Order of the Thistle is cele- 
brated on this day. 




Mood House, Heilinttadi* 
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In November f 1830, 

SOLAR PHENOMENA. , 

*' The Sun 
l^aroe spKeadt tkn^ ether the defected day. 
Faint are hU gleamSy and ineffectnal shoot 
His straggling rays, in horizontal lines. 
Through the thkk air; as eloathed in cloody storm, 
Weak, wan, and broad, he skirts the southern sky ; 
And soon descending, to the long dark night. 
Wide shading all, the prostrate werid resigns.^' 

The Sun enters Sagittarius at 37 m. after 6 on 
the 22d of this month. 

Table of the Sun's BUing an4 Setting Jbr every 
fiph day. 

Nov. 1st, Sun rises 19 m. after 7, sets 4^n. alter 4 

eth, 20 ...... 7^ .. 40^..... 4 

nth......... 29 ...:.. 7, .. 3r\ 4 

16th, 37 7, .. 23 4 

21st, 46 ....*. 7, .. 16 4 

26th, 61 7, .. 9 4 

JSquation of J^me, 

To find the loeaa or true 4iia^ from tbat indi- 
cated by a good sua^dial, suhlrajet the foUowiqg 
quantities from apparent time^ Tji2» 

TABLE. 

m. s. 
Monday, Not. Ist,. from the ti«ie 1iy ^e dial mbiraet 16 16 

Saturday, — 6tl^ 16 12 

Thursday, — llth, 16 49 

Tuesday, — 16th, 16 4 

Sunday, —21st, 13 68 

Friday, -* 26th, r 12 32 

Mm 3 
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LUNAR PHENOMENA. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Lait Quarter, 7th day, at 63 m, after 10 morning. 

New Moon, 15tli 55 1 afternoon. 

First Quarter, 23d 44 11 morning. 

FnUMpon, dOth 8 3 

Moon*s Passage over the Meridian. 
The Moon will pass the meridian at the fol- 
lowing convenient times for observation, viz : — 

No^ . 6th, at 20 m. after 4 in the moroiiig. 

eth, .. 15 5 " 

7th, .. 7 6 

8th, . . 56 6 

9th, .. 43 7 

10th, . . 27 8 ^ 

11th, . 10 9 

21st, .. 50 ..... . 4 in the afternoon. 

22d, .. 40 5 

23d, .. 30 6 

24th, . . 20 7 in the eyening. 

26th,.. 11 8 

2801, . . 4 9 

27th,. .69 9 

28th,.. 66 lOatnight 

PHENOMENA PLANETARVM. 

Phases of Venus. 

The planet Venus will this month pass from 
Virgo, through Libra, into Seorpio, but too near 
the Sun for satis&ctory observation. The following 
are its proportioned phases : 

Nov. 1st. — Illuminated part = 11.740 
Dark part == 0.260 

Eclipses of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

EMERSIONS. 

First Satellite^ 18th day, 40 m. 3 s. after 6 evening. 
SMond Satellite, 23d ., 19 . . 7 , 5 
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IMMERSIONS. 

Third Satellite, 24th day, 40 m. 45 s. after 5 evening. 
Fourth Satellite, 16th ., 8.. 14 6 

Cotyunction of the Moon with the Planets and 
Stars* 

Not. 10th, with ^ in Leo. ... at 1 in the morning. 

25th, . . Mars 12 noon. 

20th, . . y in Tannis . . in the evening. 
30th, .. Aldebaran. • . . 3 in the moniing. 

Other Phenomena. 

MerQuiy and Venu^ will be in conjunction at 2 in 
the morning of the 22d of this month. Saturn will 
be in quadrature on the 24th at 6 in the morning. 

THE ENCKE comet. 

^' These aereal racers, O how swift ! 
How the shaft loiters from the strongest string ! 
Spirit alone can distance their career. 
Orb above orb ascending.'' 

Towards the latter. end of the year 1828, the 
public mind was much occupied by many strange 
accounts of the appearance of comet& ; the planet 
Venus dien shining brightly as a morning star, was 
mistaken for one ; the nebula in Andromeda, which 
is indistinctly seen by the naked eye, was repeat- 
edly pointed out as another ; and '^ the luminous 
arch'" referred to in the last volume of Timers 
Telescope^ was by several considered to be the 
train of a retreating comet. 

This feeling, it is highly probable, originated in 
the uncommon interest that had been excited by 
the anticipation of the return of ^^ the. comet of 
Encke,'' which was then anxiously looked for from 
every observatory in Europe; the interest evinced 
in the present instance was considerably increased, 
its course in the heavens being peculiarly &vourable 
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for observation in the nc^them hemisphere ^ it 
was seen from several of the observatories on the 
continent, early in October, but not satisfactorily 
from the British Isles till the middle of November. 
When firat observed, it was near the head of Cas- 
siopeia; by the end of October it had passed 
through the Square of Pegasus, and was advancing 
towands Delphinus and Aquila, near which was its 
situation on the 21st of December; it soon after 
became invisible from its proximity to the evening 
twilight. 

The following description of its appearance as 
seen from Deptford, is from the "lAterary Gazette/* 

** The comet, concerning which so much interest 
was excited some time since, having re-appeared, 
as predicted by Profess<»* Eneke, and pursued its 
course in the track, and at the times calculated, has 
now escaped from the penetrating power of the 
telescope, and is mingling its mysterious cloud-like 
form with the solar beams. 

''The following is a summary of tlie observations 
made during its appearance : 

** When first observed; its light was eemMerahlj 
inferior to that in the nebula of Andromeda ;^ when 

2aiu compared with it after an interval of a few 
ys, tlie inequality bad conskterably diminished ; 
and as it approached the S^n,. before t^e Moon in- 
terrupted the observatfoBS on 1^ increasing light, 
the brilliancy of the nebula (i^tracting the central 
part,) was but very sfigfatly inferior to that of the 
comet. On a former return of this body, ft bad 
been described as appearing like the nebub in the 
head of Aquarius ; on comparing these, the concen- 
tration of light was observed to be greater in the 
nebula tfian in the comeir, hn% the oiffnse<i nebu- 
lotily in the former much inferior in brightness to 
that in the latter ; a condensation of the n^bulons 
matter was constantly observed towards fte north 



IN NOVEMBER^ 1830* 40& 

of the centre, which might be considered a nucleus 
or otherwise, according to the various definitions 
of the term as applied to these bodies. December 
9 d. 5 h. 5 m., it was distinctly seen in the twilight 
notwithstanding the Moon was at that time imme- 
diately below the comet. 

^* Scarcely an evening passed without evidences 
of its pellucid nature, very small stars being seen 
through it, conveying the idea of a star-like nu- 
cleus. It was remarked, that these stars appeared 
larger when behind the comet, than when escaped 
from its nebulosity. Dec. Id. 5h. 1 dm. its course 
was traced by means of a double star, which at this 
time was enveloped by the southern part of the 
coma. The comet passed over it obliquely, and at 
7 h. 35 m. the star appeared to the east, and quite 
clear of it. 

'^ The northern limb was better defined than the 
southern; in the latter direction the nebulosity 
seemed more diluted, with occasionally an apparent 
radiation, but no appearance of a tail : its figure 
was circidar, approaching to an oval. -December 
1 1 d. 6h. the diameter a little less than six minutes.*' 

This comet was first observed in 1786^ it was 
seen again in the yeai*s 1795 and 1805} no idea, 
however, had been formed that it was the same 
body ; its identity was not discovered till the year 
1819, and its orbit computed by Professor Eucke ; 
be ascertained the largest axis of its orbit to be a 
little smaller than that of the Asteroid Vesta ; that 
in its aphelion, it is midway between the orbits of 
the small planets and Jupiter ; at its perihelion, 
passes within the orbit of Mercury ; that its greatest 
distance is twelve, times its least distance, and its 
period about 1203 days, completing its revolution 
in something less time than the Asteroids. 
> At its return in 1822 it was invisible in this 
hemisphere, but re-discovered by M. Rumker at 
Paramatta, New South Wales. In 1825 it was 
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recognized in both hemispheres, and in the return, 
nore especialij noticed, of 1^26, it was visible from 
early in October to beyond the middle of Dec^ii* 
ber ; it passed its perehelion oo the 10th of January, 
1629, and its aphelion in August of the present year, 
1830 ; it is now returning to the Sun with its velo- 
dty daily augmenting, again to revisit these lower 
regions early in 1832. 

Formerly these bodies were supposed not to be 
mimerooB, and only appearing at loi^ mtervals of 
time, but superior instruments in the hands of vigi- 
lant cAservers have penetrated dark regions hitbe^ 
unescplored, and unfolded many of the vast arcana 
of the universe ; the heavens are now found to be 
ifepUsu with cometary bodies, that the more spl^n* 
did, as that of 1660 and ISli, are few in number 
when compared with those which like the Encke 
eooiet— dim, shadowy, unsubstantial things, are 
diaoovered only by an accidental position of the 
telescope, when in search of other objeGts,'*^ittfaig 
like faint vaponrs in die field of view, yet moving 
onward as with conscious importance, to swell the 
harmony of the celestial spheres* 

The most striking peculiarity of the Encke comet 
'ia the shortness of its period, (3i years) forming a 
remarkable contrast with that of 1811, the perio- 
dical time of wbicfayjM determined by die foUowhig 
celebrated astronomers, is i«— 

Calendrelli.,.. ^056 years. 

Bessel 3383 

Lemaur ....I. 4237 
Ferrer ^ 8767 

The Encke crossing the Earth's orbit sixty times 
m the course of a century, the other when* it 
approached the Sun in 1811 returning from a 
voyage of awful length through the vast fields of 
space, the duration of which was not measured by 
^e circles of centuries, but by thousands of yean, 
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yet through the whole of its wondrous course, th6 
solar influences, — ^the chain by which it was 
restrained preventing its wandering off into the 
regions of space* It is supposed that even this 
comet (1811) is not the most remote belonging to. 
this system^ or its period the most extended ; one, 
that appeared in 1763, has assigned to it the asto- 
nishing period of 7734 years, but if the calculations 
of La Place are correct, that the limits of the scdar 
system extend a hundred million times the earth's 
distance from the Sun, there is ample room for 
mightier movements than these referred to, and 
still to leave a vast void existing between the attrac- 
tion of any neighbouring systems. 

THE COMET. 

O'er the blue beavensy majestic and alone, 
He treada, as treads a mcmarch to bis throne ; 
Darkness; her leaden seeptre lifts in vain. 
Crashed and consasaed beneath his fiery wain; 
And Night's swarth cheeks, pained by his glaring eye, 
Blash like Aurora's, as he passes by- 
See how the coantless hosts of heaven torn pale ! 
The blood-red cheek of Aiars hegint to faU ; 
Bright Berenice's sbining looks grow dim ; 
Orion changes as be looks .on him ; 
And the stern Gorgon on his brightness reste 
Her stony eyes, and lowers her snaky crests \ 
In brestblesa wonder hushed, the stany eheir 
Listen in sii<enoe te his one bold lyie ; 
Save whMi if s lingering echoes they prolong, 
And teU to distant worlds the wondrous song ! 
And what that song, whose numbers fill the ears 
With admuratioB of swaroiwding apberes ? 
** Honour and adoration,, power and praise. 
To Him who tracks the Comefa pathless ways ; 
Who to the Stars has their bright couvses g^ven, 
Andtt» the Son appointo his pfiice in Heaven ; 
Aad rears for Man a nansioa wore sablime,*- 
Not buiit with hands^ nor doomed to stoop to Tjime ; 
Whose strong foundations, unimpaired shall stay. 
When Sun», uid Stars, and Worlds, and all things pass 
away." 

Hinry NeeU. 
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For November, 1830. 

*Twas antnmn's stormy hour, 
The wild winds murmured in the yellow wood ; 
The sere leayes, rustling in the naked bower, 
Were whirled in eddies to the mountain flood ; 
Bark clouds enthralled the west ; an orb of blood, 
The red sun, pierced the hazy atmosphere ; 
And torrent murmurs broke the solitude, 
Where, straying lonely, as with steps of fear, 
I marked the deepening glo<Nn that shrouds the fiatding year. 

The ruffled lake heaved wildly ; near the shore 
It bore the red leaves of the shaken tree, 
Sbed in the violent north wind's restless war 
Emblems of man upon life's stormy sea ; 
Pale, withered leaves ! once to the breezes free, 
They waved in spring and summer's golden pridie ; 
Now, even as clouds or dew, how fast they flee I 
Weak, trembling on the boughs in autumn's clime, 
As man sinks down in death, chilled by the touch of time. 

I looked again ; and fast the djring sun 
Was fading in the melancholy west. 
Sending his fitful gleams through clouds of dun, 
O'er nature's desolate and dreary breast ; 
He lit the dew-drop's cold and frozen rest. 
That slept on yellow leaves the woods among ; 
The seared earth's flowers that did the glades invest, 
Had perished, and were buried where they sprung. 
While the wild autumn wind their mournful requiem sung ! 

WILLIS G. CLARK. 

Autumual appearances are increasing, and occa- 
sional gales of wind and interchanges of nipping 
frost hasten the approaching winter. The following 
passage seems to allude to the wintry garb of 
nature: — "The earth mourneth and languisheth; 
Lebanon is ashamed and withered away; Sharon 
is like a wilderness; and Basban andXIarmel shake 
off their fmit." Isaiah^ xxiii. 9. 
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$(MHi shall we be compelled to exclaim witU the 
poetfinrefereDce to thisi generally speaking, gloomy 
season, 

'* That time of year thou mayest in me behold. 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few do hang 
On those wild bonghs which shake against the cold 
Barct ruined qoirea, where late the sweet bird sang/' 

November, however, has its bright as well as its 
dark side. " It is now,!' observes a pleasing writer, 
" that the labourer is about to eiyoy a temporary 
mitigation of the season's toil. His little store of 
winter provision having been hardly earned, and 
safely lodged, his countenance brightens and his 
heart warms, with the anticipation of winter com- 
forts* As the day shortens, and the hours of dark- 
ness increase, the domestic affections are awakened 
anew by a closer and more lengthened converse: 
the father is now once more in the midst of his 
family ; the child is now once more on the knee of 
his parent ; and she, in whose comfort his heart is 
principally interested, is again permitted, by the 
privileges of the season, to increase and participate 
his happiness. It is now that the husbandman is 
repaid tor his former risk and anxiety— 'tliat, having 
waited patiently for the coming harvest, he builds 
up tiis sheaves, loads his waggons, and replenishes 
his barns.'* It is now that men of study and literary 
pursuit ai*e admonished of the best season suited for 
the pursuits of literature, and the snug fire-side in 
an arm chair, during a long winter *s evening, with 
an entertaining book, is a pleasure by no means to 
be despised. There is something too, very pleasing 
in the festivals which are now approaching, and 
which preserve the recollection of olden time. — 
Dr. Forster. 

Of this season the Magazine of Natural History 
says: — ^^Notwithstanding the two ensuing months 
N n 
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are the waning dreary portion of the year, there are 
many incidents which attract the attention of the 
observer of nature. Tliough the trees have lost, or 
are losing, their honors, and vegitation has generally 
made a pause, the rural scene is not destitute of 
interest. 

" Birds. — ^The migrating songsters are all fled ; 
but other visitors, driven from the north by a severe 
winter, appear in our neighbourhood. These are 
the different species of the genus Scolopas, wood- 
cock, snipe, &c.; and it often happens that, in 
inland level countries, several species of the genns 
Falco are seen only in the winter months. At this 
season, larks are congregated, and roost closely to- 
gether on the ground; where, for want of larger 
game, they often become a prey to the night- 
prowling fox; chaffinches, and other small birds, 
congregate and roost together in thick hedges; 
trout repair to their spawning places ; and, if it is 
open weather, snails and some insects are in motion." 

Another cotemporary says : — " Those who have 
attended to the habits of the hearth cricket (Orytlus 
domesticuBf ) know that it passes the hottest part of 
the summer in sunny situations, concealed in the 
crevices of walls, and heaps of rubbish. It quits its 
summer abode about the end of August, and fixes 
its residence by the fire side of the kitchen or cot- 
tage, where it multiplies its species, and is as merry 
at Christmas as other insects are in the dog-days. 
Thus do the comforts of a warm hearth afford the 
cricket a safe refuge, not from death, but from tern- - 
porary torpidity ; which it can support for a long 
time, when deprived by accident of artificial warmth. 
If a colony of crickets, for example, be deprived, in 
winter, of the usual warmth of the fire round which 
they are established for some weeks, they will all 
disappear into their holes, or hiding places; but no 
sooner is the fire re^lit, and warmth difiused^ than 
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the crickets again begin to bestir themselves^ and 
shake oflF their topor." 

This is the month which Bishop Warburton, in a 
letter to his friend Hurd, called — ^^the dreadful 
month of November, when the little wretches hang 
and drown themselves, and the great ones sell them- 
selves to the court and the devil." At times we 
have clear and fine weather, but the generality of 
this month partakes of a foggy or cloudy atmos- 
phere. 

THE CLOUDS. 

BY MARY ANN BROWN. 

The clouds, the doudi ! they are beautiful 

When they.sleep on the soft blue sky. 
As if the snn to rest could lull 

Their snowy company ; 
And as the wind springs up, they start 

And career o'er the azure plain ; 
And before the course of the breezes dart 

To scatter their balmy rain. 

The clouds, the clouds ! how change their forms. 

With every passing ^ath ; 
And now a glancing sunbeam warms, 

And now they look cold as death. 
Oh ! often and often have I escaped 

.Prom the stir of the noisy crowd, 
And a thousand fanciful visions shaped 

On the face of a passing cloud ! 

T£e clouds, the clouds ! round the sun at night 

. They come like a band of slaves. 

Who are only bright in their master's light. 

And each in his glory laves. 
Oh, they are lovely—lovely then I 

Whilst the heaven around them glows ; 
Now touched with a purple or amMr stain. 

And now with the hue of a rose. 

The clouds, the clouds ! in the star-lit sky. 
How they fly on the light wind's wings ! 

Now resting an instant, then glancing by, 
In their fickle wanderings ; 
Nn2 
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Now they hide the deep blue firmament, 

Now it sheds its folds between, 
As if a BilrtT reil w^re rent 

FroDa the j6woir«l brow of a qveen* 

The clonds, the cloads ! they are as the lid 

To the Uehtniing's flashing eye ; 
And in their floecy rolls lie hid 

The thunder's ms^sty. 
Oh ! how their warring is proclaimed 

By the shrill blast's battle song : 
And the tempest's deadliest shafts are aimed 

From the midst of the dark cloud's throng. 

The clouds, the clouds ! — ^M y childish days 

Are past-^my heart is old ; 
But here and there a feeling stays 

That never will grow cold : 
And the love of nature is one of these 

That Times's wave never shrouds, 
And oft and oft doth m^ soul find peace 

In watching the passing clouds* 
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The name of this month is derived from Decern^ 

gen) and Tmber. Romulus assigned it 30 days, 
uma reduced it to 29, and Julius Caesar increased 
it to 31. In the reign of Commodus, this month 
was called, by way of flattery, Amazonius, in honor 
of a courtesan whom that prince passionately loved, 
and had got painted like an Ama2on; but this 
name died with that tyrant. It was called by the 
Saxons, Aerra Geola, or Guili, as expressive of the 
Sun's retiring course. 

4.P— 1828. LORD LIVARBOOL DIED, -STAT. 68. 

The Right Hon. Robert Banks Jenkinson, the 
family name of this illustrious statesman, was bom 
June 7> 1770, and was the only child of the first 
LcMrd Liverpool. He was educated at the Charter- 
house, and afterwards entered at Christ-church 
college, Oxford, where he formed an intimacy with 
Mr. Canning. In 1789, he was in Paris, at the 
time when the Bastile was destroyed; and was an 
eye witness to many of the excesses of the revolu- 
tion : important Loformation upon which he con- 
veyed to Mr. Pitt. In 1790, he was elected M. P. 
for Rye, but being in his minority, he could n9t 
take his seat till the following year. In 1793, he 
was appointed on'e of the Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India; In 1794, he was made Commander 
of the Cinque Ports Cavalry; and in 1796, he was 
appointed Master of the Mint, made a Privy Coun- 
Nn3 
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cellor, and named one of the Commissioners for 
Trade and Plantations. On the retirement of Mr. 
Pitt, in 1804, be succeeded Lord Grenvilieas Secre- 
tary of State for Poreigh Afiair?; and when Mr. 
Pitt returned to office, in 1804, on the renewal of 
the war, he quitted the Foreign for the Home 
office. 

In 1806, Mr. Jenkinson wa9 raised to the House 
of Lords by the title of Baron Hawkesbury, and on 
the death of bis father in 1S09, he became E^l of 
Liverpool: shortly after he was appointed Lord 
High Treasurer and Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
In 1812, on the death of Mr. Perceval, the Prinee 
Regent placed him at the head of the ministry ; this 
important situation he filled. with equal credit to 
himself and to the country until 1827i when ill 
health compelled him to resign the premiership, and 
Mr. Canning succeeded him< His lordship died at 
Coombe Wood, in Surry, and was buried in the 
family vault at Hawkesbury, in Gloucestershire. 

6. OT. NfCtlOLAS. 

Nicholas was made bishop of Myra, in Lycia, by 
Constantine the Great, and died about the year 392, 
He was remarkable in his infancy for piety and 
knowledge of the Scriptures. 

8. CONCBPTION 0¥ THK VIRGIN MART. 

The first who particularly noticed the worship of 
the Virgin, was the bishop of Antioch in the fifth 
century, who appointed her name to be called upon 
in the prayers of the chureh« About the year 460, 
Peter Tullo, a monk of Constantinople introduced 
the name oi the Virgin Mary in the public prayers. 
It was first introduced in this country by Anselm, 
Archbishop of Canterbory, because William the 
Conqueror's fleet came safe to shore on this day, 
after being in a storm. 
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11. — 1828.— JOHN CHRISTIAN CURWBN, H.P. DI»D, 
-ETAT. 72. 

Mr. Curwen, the brother of Edward Cfarlsfiai^ 
well known as the editor of Blackstone's Commen- 
taries, was born in July 1756. His family name 
was Christian, but in }7w, he took the name of his 
second wife, and by the king's sign manual became 
John Christiati Curwen. He commenced his par- 
liamentary career^ in 1786, when he was returned 
to Parliament for Carlisle, for which city he was 
returned at seven elections. He was, from connec- 
tion and principle, a steady opposition member. 
Me took an active part in the debates on the pro- 
perty tax, and on the game and com laws; and 
made some attempts to reform the poor laws. As 
an electioneering orator he was perhaps unrivalled; 
he spoke to the passionsand feeliogs, aad rarely 
failed in making all the impression he desired. He 
was passionately fond of rural pursuits, and obiarned 
several gold medals from the Society of Arts^ for 
improvements in plMitiug and agriculture. 

13. — ^ST. LUCV. 

A lady of Syracuse, who prefinrring a reKgioos 
single lire to marriage, gave away all her fortune U) 
the poor. She was murdered for professing Cbris- 
tiaoity, by order of Peschasius a heathen judge, in 
the year 306. 

16. — sapientia. 

This day is so eiilled from the begmnifig of an 
anthem in the service of the Latin church, which 
used to be sung for the honor oi Christ's Advent, 
from this day till Christmas Eve. 

21. — ^ST. THOMAS THK APOSTLB. 

' This saint, whilst propagating the Gospel in India, 
provoked the indignation of the Bramins, w1k> 
ctiused the people to tluiiow fetonea and darls nt him 
till he dkAi ifbotft the yenr 73% 



416 UEK&ftKAMJB xuars 

22.-^l828. DR. WOLLASTON, F.R.S. DIED^ iETAT. 62. 

William Hyde WoUaston, M.D. Fellow of the 
Rojral College of Physicians, and of the Royal 
Society, was the son of the Rev. F, Wollaston, and 
born at Chislehurst, in Kent, August 6, 1766. He 
was educated at Cambridge, and made M.D. in 
1793. On his arrival in London he put up for the 
situation of physician to St. George's Hospital, but 
ivitbout obtaining his desire. From that period he 
devoted his time almost exclusively to experimental 
chejnlstry. In 1793, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Royal Society, and in 1806 was chosen second 
secretary. His communications to the Philoso- 
phical Transactions , were very numerous, and on a 
variety of chemical and geological subjects. . 

** * Dr. WoUaston/ says Dr. Thonuon, ' possesses an an- 
oovimon neatness of baiid, and has invented a very ingpe- 
nioas method of determining the properties and constituents 
of very minute quantities of matter. This is attended with 
several great advantages ; it requires but very little appa- 
ratus, and therefore the experiments may be performed in 
afanost any situation ; it saves a great deal of time and a 
great deal of expense ; virhile the numerous discoveries of 
Dr. WoUaston demonstrate the precision of which his method 
is susceptible/ It ma^ be added, that the laboratory of Dr. 
Wollanton, small as it was, proved more profitable to his 
purse than has usually been the case with experimental 
philosophers. His discovery of the malleability or platinum, 
it has been asserted, alone produced about £30|000. Among 
the delicate instruments, which he was accustomed to make 
in a remarkably neat manner, was a sliding rule of chemical 
equivalents, which is exceedingly useful to the practical 
ohemist. He also constructed a galvanic battery of sach 
small dimensions, that it was contained in a thimble. By in- 
serting platina wire in silver, and when at a g^at heat 
drawing out both together, and afterwards separating them 
by dissolving away the silver with nitrous aoid, he produced 
some wire of platina of so diminutive a diameter, as to be 
very mtt4^ finer than any hair, and almost imperceptibe to 
the naked eye." 

A fikort time before bfe death, he presented to the 
Royal Society £1000 funded fi^ock, tbe iatertst df 
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Which is to be employed towards the encourage- 
ment of experiments. 

25. CHRISTMAS DAY. 

This festival was first observed about the time of 
the Emperor Cofiimodus, in the second centurv. 
It is intended to celebrate the nativity of our blessed 
Saviour. 

The amiable Waibhington Irving says : — ** Of a!l 
tire old festivals^ that of Christmas awakens the 
stronger and most heart-felt associattous-. Ther^ 
is a tone of sacred and solemn feeling^ that blends 
With our conviviality, and lifts the spirit to a state 
ol hallowed and elevated enjoyment. The services 
of the church about this season are extremely tender 
and inspiring. They dwell on the beautifiil story 
^ the origin of our faitb^ said the pastoral scenes 
that accompanied its announcement They grado- 
lilly increase in fervor and pathos during the season 
of Advent, until they break forth in full jubilee on 
the morning that brought peace ahd good will to 
men." 

At this season of the year it is very common for 
wandering musicians to perambulate the streets 
during the night, disturbing the rest of the inhabi- 
tants, for which they expect a gratuity on '^ boxing 
day.'' The following is a verbatim copy of a 
printed bill left by a party of these nuisances and 
sleep-breakers. 

'' To the ladies and gentlemen residing in Bruns- 
wick, Tavistock, and Euston-squares, Burton-cres- 
cent, and neighbourhood. Ladles and Gentlemen, 
-—With sensible recollections of by-gone patronage, 
your Wandering Melodists, the Christmas Waits, beg 
to offer their best compliments on the approaching 
festival. The band on this occasion, as heretofore, 
has been numerous and select, and trust to mexk 
that Ub«nd diffbskm of favors whidi has enlivened 
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piir homes and cheered our hearts for a series of 
years. We trust our sprightly notes of melody, 
awaking sweet Echo on the dull ear of Night, has 
stole on your gentle slumbers, and again lulled you 
to repose with the soothing candenza of the lullaby. 
'^ M . Putnam and J. Lawless, violins, 6, Swinton- 
Place, Bagnigge Wells Road, and 33, Middlesex 
Street, Somers Town; J. Sawyer, Clarionet, 25, 
Hertford Street, Somers Town ; E. Smith, Doubk 
B^sSf 16, Little Coram Street; J.Smith, Fiohnr 
cello; T. Shambler,. Flute, 7, Swinton Place, Bag- 
nigge Wells Road. 

. *^ Having redeemed our pledge^ we sbaU have the 
honour of paying our personal respect in the holy* 
day week* In respectfully taking our leave, v^e 
beg to remind you, that as some who are pretenders 
to the Magic Wand of Apollo, would. atti^mpt to 
impose on your liberality, and defraud us of your 
favours, it may be necessary to say, that we will 
produce a book with a printed label, containing our 
names, instruments^ and addresses as above." 

26. — ST. STEPHEN. 

The first deacon chosen by the apostles and the 
first martyr to the Christian faith. He was stoned 
to death in the year 33, as is related in the ^cts of 
the Apostles, Chap, vii. 

27. — ST. JOHN THB svANGELisT. (Seepage 220.) 

28.— INNOCENTS. 

This is sometimes called Childermas-day, and 
was instituted as a festival to celebrate the slaughter 
of the Jewish children by Herod, as mentioned by 
St. Matthew. 

31. — ST. SILVESTKR. 

, A bishop of Rome, who succeede^l Miltiades in 
314.. He was the.aaihor of many of tberites and 
eeremoBies of the Romish chureb, and died iin 384. 
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In December, 1830. 

What Architect could build such vast masses, and 
such an innumerabie company of them too, as I have 
shown the heavens do contain ? What Mathema- 
tician could so exactly adjust their distances ? What 
Mechanic so nicely adapt their motions — so well 
contrive their figures, as in the very best manner 
may serve to their own conservation and benefit, 
and the convenience of the other globes also? 
What Naturalist — what Philosop/ier could impreg- 
nate every globe with a thing of that absolute neces- 
sity to itis conservation as that of gravity is ? What 
Optician — what Chemist, could ever have hit upon 
such a noble apparatus for light and heat, as the 
Sun, the Moon, and the stars, are? — could amass 
together such a pile of fire as the Sun is ? — ^could 
appoint such lights as the Moon and other secon* 
daries are ? None certainly could do these things 
but GOD. — Der ham's jistro-Theology. 

Solar Phenoniena., 

The Sun enters Capricornus at 8 m. after 7 on 
the morning of the 22d., according to the fixed zo- 
diac ; his true place among the stars is in the bow 
af Sagittarius, it being 22^ years since the solsti- 
tial coin re passed through the two stars in the head 
of the Goat. The whole of the antarctic circle is 
this day in the enlightened hemisphere, and the 
arctic regions immersed in the deepest gloom of 
their long and dreary night pf winter. 

At the end of the month, and the verge of the 
year, the earth in its annual course will arrive at 
that point of its orbit in which it makes its nearest 
approach to the Sun, or be in perihelion ; the visual 
angle of the Sun will be 32'34M6 or VS'\16 
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greater, than when the Earth is in aphelion ; its 
motion also will be swiftest^ because more power- 
fully attraeted; the space described in 24 hours, 
will be V \ 9".94, or 3' 58".46 in excess, than when 
in the opposite point of its course. The unequal 
inotion of the earth in its annual path, occasions 
the following variations in the times elapsing be- 
tween the equinoxes and solstices : — 

From the Vernal Equinox to the Sommer Solstice. 
02 d. 21 h. 44 m. 38 a. 

From the Sammer Solstice to the Autumnal JBquinox. 
93 d. 13 h. 34 m. 47 s. 

From the, Autumnal Equinox to the Winter Solstice. 
89 d, 16 h. 47 m. 20 s. 

From the Winter Solstioe to the Vernal Eqmnox. 
89 d. 1 h. 42 m. 23 s. 

from which it appears that the earth moves fastest 
from the winter solstice to the winter equinox, and 
slowest from the summer solstice to the autumnal 
equinox; also, that the Sun continues 7d- 16h.49m. 
32s. longer in the northern signs^ than in the 
southern, consequently, the regions near the pole, 
have more light, than any other on the surface of the 
Earth. 

Notwithstanding the greater proximity of the 
Earth to the Sun, at the vernal solstice, the tempe- 
rature is not increased ; for, exclusive of the short 
stay of the Sun above the horizon, the same quan- 
tity of parallel rays, now falling perpendicularly to 
the tropic of Capricorn, are received in these lati- 
• tudes on a very oblique plane, the spaces between 
which are greater, and^ diffused over a larger sur- 
face, than where these rays fall vertically ; and having 
a larger portion of the atmoshere to pass through^ 
than in the summer, a considerable quantity are 
consequently reflected back, and never reach the 
Earth, 
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Table of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every 
/yih day. 

Dec. Isty Sun rises 66 m. after 7, sets 4 m. after 4 

eth, 1 8, .. 60 3 

11th, 6 ; 8, .. 66 3 

leth, 7 8, ..63 3 

21st, 7 8, .. 63 3 

2eth, 7 8, .. 63 3 

31st, 6 8, .. 66 3 

Equation of Time. 

Apparent tinofe, or that which is shewn by a good 
sun-dial, requires the following numbers to be ap- 
plied to it, to give that which ought to be Indicated 
by a well- regulated clock at the same instant : 

TaUe of the Equation of Time for every fifth day. 

m. 8. 
Wednesday^ Dec. 1st, from the time by the dial ju^fract 10 49 

Monday, — 6th, 8 49 

Saturday, — 11th, 6 36 

Thursday, — 16th, 4 12 

Tuesday, --21st, 143 

Sunday, ^ 26th, to the time by the dial add 46 

Friday, — 31st, 3 13 

LUNAR PHENOMENA. 

Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, 7th day at 1 6 m. after 3 in the morn. 

New Moon, 16th 19 8 

First Quarter, 23d .... 42 10 in t^ even. 

Full Moon 29th . . . • 2 2 in the aftem. 

Moon's Passage aver the Meridian. 

The foUowing transits of the Moon are selected 
•8 ni06t favorable for obsenration, viz. :— 

Dec. yky at 49 ou after 4 in the momia|^. 

6th, ;. 31 6 

7th,.. 17 6 

8th, .. 7 

9th, .. 43 7 

lOA, .. 25 8 

llth, .. 7 ...... 9 

O O 
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30th, . . 16 4 in the afternoon. 

21st, .. 5 6 

23d, ..54 5 

23d, ..44 6in.the CYening, 

24th,. 36r 7 

26th,. .29 8 

2dth,...26 9 at night. 

27th, .24 10 

PHENOMENA PLANETARUM. 

Phases of Venus, 

Dec. 1st.—- lUnminated part = 11.9614 
Dark part = 0.0386 

JSclipaes of the Satellites of Jupiter. 

Jupiter is this month too near the Sun to admit 
of any of these being visible. 

Conjunction of the Moon with the Fixed Stars. 

Dec. 5th, with Regains in Leo at 7 in the even. 

12th, .. y in Libra 8 

25th, . . fA in Cetas 5 in the aftem. 

Other Phenomena. 

Mercury will be in his superior conjunction at 
4 in the morning of the 4th of this month. Saturn 
will be stationary on the 12th. Venus in her su- 
perior conjunction at 4 in the morning of the 2lst. 
Mars in conjunction with c in Pisces at 2 in the 
afternoon of the 29th. 

THE EXPECTED COMETS. 

The comets of Encke and Biela will return in the 
year 1832, both having assigned to them, by some of 
the continental philosophers, the direful task of caus- 
ing the destruction of this world; the calculation re- 
lative to the first of these is by Olbers, of Bremen, 
who founds his assertion oil a basis which, though 
reaching through immense periods of time, is capa- 
ble of the strictest demonstration ; the result of his 
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investigation will only appear chimerical to those 
who are unacquainted with the resources of mathe- 
matical skilU He computes that in 88,000 year^, 
the Eucke comet will approach as near the earth as 
our Moon ; in four millions of years, within 7^700 
geographical miles, when, if its mass be equal to 
tiiat of the earth, its attraction will raise the waters 
of the ocean above the highest mountains in 
Europe, excepting Mont Blanc ; and after a lapse 
of 219 millions of years, the earth and comet will 
come in contact, and, according to their quantities 
of matter, and points of collision or contact, will be 
the future course of this earth relative to the other 
bodies of the system. 

The comet of Biela will be visible near Gemini in 
October^ and pass its perihelion the 27th of Novem- 
ber, in the year 1832, but no apprehension need be 
entertained of any contact, for though it will in that 
year approach within 14,000 leagues of the earth's 
orbit, it will occur when our planet is in a distant 
part of its course ; this comet is of the same nebu- 
lous nature as the Encke, and its period is 2461 
days. 

THE COMET OF HALLEY. 

In the " Astronomical Occurrences" for February 
and March, in T. T. for last year a very particular 
account was given of this comet. The return of the 
comet in 1759 verified Dr. Halley's prediction, 
though when it shopk its tresses over the heavens 
in that year, the great astronomer whose name it 
bears was then reposing in his simple but illustrious 
tomb, beneath the shade of the elm and yew, in the 
church-yard of Lee, a beaiitiful village near Black- 
heath, in Kent. (See Ftew^ Page 375 J 

This comet is expected to be visible about the 
latter end of the year 1834^ and to pass its perihelion 
16th March^ 1835. 

oo 2 * 
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For December, 1830. 

Autumn's seaj^d leaf is od the ground, 
And chilly dews are spread around. 
And the winds beget a harsher sound, 

And say bright Autumn's gone. 
The rose hath lost its sweet perfume. 
And those, once bright, hath ceas'd to bloom : 
All beauty wanes to its dreary tomb, 

The frosted hills among. 
The waving of the yellow com, 

The curtains of the laric's abode. 
From off this earth is dosely shorn ; 

Its earth-hid nest is open show'd 
To the careless passer by. 
The sky in darker clouds is clad, 

And dimly shines the once bright sun, 
And earth's array'd in looks more sad<— 

All tell that Autumn's race is run ; 
And loudly the harsh winds sigh. 
Old winter's cloak of snowy down 
O'er this green earth again is thrown ; 
^Tis crested with his icy frown 

To last till Spring comes nigh. 
TV hen sun and earth again is seen, 
Each in its summer gold and green. 
And beauty looks as it ne'er had been 

Crush'd by old Winter's sigh. 

ladies' pocket magazine. 

The withered leaf, the deserted fields, the icy 
atmosphere and the grateful fire, all proclaim the 
coining winter, which may be now considered as 
having set in; and we have often violent winds 
«bout this time; which sweep off the few remaining 
leaves, from the trees, and, with the exception of a 
few oaks and beeches, leave the woods and forests 
nothing but a naked assemblage of bare boughs. 
These afford but poor shelter to the feathered tribe 
that remain with us through this season; ^mong 



IN DBCBMBER, 1830. 42S 

the most conspicuous of whicb^ are the chirping 
sparrow^ and timid gentle robin, who in the dreary 
gloominess of winter still cheers us with bk song. 

Holly and missletoe kre in great request at this 
season. A late writer bas remarked, that " the 
singularity of the growth and form of the missletoe 
brought it into repute among the Druids, for the 
purposes of mystical superstition, and its use has 
thence been continued many centuries afterwards — 
so difficult it is to eradicate any thing of this kind 
from the minds of the people when once it is fairly 
rooted. It was long thought to be impossible to 
propagate this plant. In the natural state, the seeds 
are said to be dropped by the missel thrush, which 
feeds on the berries. Lately, however, it has been 
successfully propogated, by causing the bruised 
berries, which are very viscid, to adhere to the bark 
of such fruit trees as have been found most congenial 
to their growth. Upon the bark of these the seeds 
readily germinate and take root." 

Winter, however, does not come so sharply upon 
us as in some parts of the world. The poet Metas- 
tatio, in one of his letters written during a residence 
at Vienna, thus finely describes the instantaneous 
change of climate in that country. — ^^ Within these 
few days the Teutonic winter has unexpectedly 
appeared, with all his magnificent train, and with- 
out the least precursor to announce his arrival. 
All is covered with snow. The rivers, as well as 
lakes, were instantly frozen in a solid manner; and 
the cold blown from the seven neighbouring hills is 
so subtle and penetrating, that we cannot exclude 
it from our warmest apartment. But notwithstand- 
ing all this unforseen and violent change of nature, 
I still find much amusement here, having been 
more formed for Arcadian tranquillity than the 
bustle and magnificence of courts. I am pleased 
with the silent concord of all existence; the roving 
oo3 
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about in search of well kuowu paths, fields, bushes, 
pastoral borders, and every known object, of which, 
though the fall of snow has changed the colouring, 
yet the design is still faithfully preserved. I reflect 
with sentiments of gratitude, that the friendly 
forest, which by its shade but lately defended me 
from the burning rays of the sun, now affords me 
materials for combating the extreme fury of the 
season. I laugh at winter with all its horrors, 
which I see without feeling, having it in our power 
to compose an artificial spring in our apartments 
at pleasui*e ; but by an impulse of self-love, what 
pleases me more is, the finding out, that, compare^l 
with other seasons, winter has still its conveniences, 
beauties, and advantages." 

A FAREWELL TO THE YEAR. 

Fr4m the Spanish of Luis BayUm, by Mr. LochkvU 

Hark, frieDdi», it strikes :— the year's last hour: 

A soleniD sound to hear : 
Come, fill the cup, and let us pour 

Our blessing on the parting year. 
The years that were, the dim the gray, 

Reoeivft this sight, with choral hymn, 
A sister shade as lost as they, 

And soon to be as gray and dim. 
Fill high : she brought us both of weal and wo, 
And nearer lies the land to which we go. 

On, on, in one unwearied round 

Old Time pursues his way : 
Groves bud and blossom^ and the groand 

Expects in peace her jellow prey : 
The oak's broad ieaf« the rose's bloom, 

Togiether fall, together lie ; 
And undistinguished in the tomb, 

Howe'er they lived, are all that die. 
Gold, beauty, knightly sword, and royal crown, 
To the same sleep go shorn and withered down. 

How short the rapid months appear 
Since round this board we met 
.'^ To welcome in the infant year, 

Whoae star hath now for ever set ! 
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A\Ai] as round this board I look, 
. \- It^ifdc on more than I behold. 

For glossy curls in sadness shooic 
%!^ That night, that now are damp and cold, 
-^i^; For lis no more those lovely eyes shall shine, 
^>^ )f eace to her slumbers ! drown your tears in wine. 

'V/r^ii>«t heaven, no seer anblest am I, 
vjt '■** Aei'ore the time to tell, 

-^T !When moons as brief once more go by, 
: ' > ■ Ipot whom this cup again shall swell. 

'\-'Xhp hoary mower strides apace, 

.^ " -;Sjpr crops alone the ripened ear ; 

:^ ;4?n<i'We may miss the merriest face 
;i / \r .Ikiiiong us, 'gainst another year. 
* -' f?^)toe'er survive, be kind as we have been, 
^^^^:f^ think uf friends that sleep beneath the .green. 

-y*;^ay^ droojj not: being is not breath ; 
^J^^}^\^tsi fata that friends mast part; 
^^ '^ ''l^i^od mil bless in life, in deatii, 
"^he; noble soul, the gentle heart. 
,. So^dffeds be just and words be true, 
:^ i 'We need not shrink from nature's rule ; 
,: The tomb, so dark to mortal view, 
. - Is heaven's own blessed vestibule ; 
And solemn, but not sad, this cup should flow, 
JThough nearer lies the land to which we go. 
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